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PREFACE 


The letters and papers of John Steele published in these 
volumes, though originally one collection, are derived from 
two sources: The North Carolina Historical Society, and the 
North Carolina Historical Commission. As a whole they came 
into the possession of David L. Swain while he was president 
of the State University, 1835-1868. Swain was an enthusiastic 
collector and had been commissioned by the State to gather up 
its historical materials, presumably with the University as the 
intended repository. At Swain’s death in 1868 such materials 
as he had collected, among them the Steele papers, were found 
to be separated, a part stored in the archives of the North Caro- 
lina Historical Society, and a part in his residence in the vil- 
lage of Chapel Hill, this last by far the most valuable part. 
The general collection, containing letters of George Washing- 
ton, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, John Q. 
Adams, James K. Polk, Horatio Gates, Nathaniel Greene, John 
Paul Jones, LaFayette, Joseph Bonaparte, Count de Rocham- 
beau, Talleyrand, Baron Steuben, Baron DeKalb, and others 
were reunited. Mrs. Swain (Eleanor Hope White) claimed 
the part in the Swain home as the personal possessions of her 
late husband and retained it against the protests of the Histori- 
cal Society after its reorganization and incorporation in 1875. 
By the date of her own death the collection had been greatly 
reduced in size and value by sale and otherwise. The re- 
mainder, including fully half of the Steele papers now printed, 
were bequeathed by will of Mrs. Swain to the State, or to the 
Jniversity, as her executors, Judge Walter Clark and Richard 
H. Battle, should decide. These facts for the most part are 
gleaned from Dr. Kemp P. Battle’s History of the University 
of North Carolina, and were confirmed by the late Chief Jus- 
tice Walter Clark, who further stated that the manuscripts 
ultimately received by him and Mr. Battle, as executors, were 
sent from the home of Major General Smith Dykins Atkins, of 
Freeport, Illinois, who had married Eleanor Hope, the only 
surviving offspring of David L. Swain and his wife. 
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Dr. Kemp P. Battle in Volume II, page 107, of his History of 
the University of North Carolina, states that the executors, after 
subjecting the papers to the inspection of Colonel W. L. Saun- 
ders to be used in finishing the Colonial Records, decided to 
transfer them to the University. Chief Justice Clark, however, 
before his death, stated to the editor that the will of Mrs. 
Swain allowed considerable latitude to the executors and was 
subject to the inference that the executors should realize as 
much as possible from all effects in their care; that, in conse- 
quence, about $500 was realized from the sale of autographs 
and the remaining papers were then stored in the Secretary of 
State’s office in the Capitol at Raleigh. When the North Caro- 
lina Historical Commission was created, the then Secretary of 
State, J. Bryan Grimes, a member of the Commission, turned 
them over to the Secretary of the Commission, Mr. R. D. W. 
Connor. Mr. Connor had the worn and mutilated portions of 
the manuscripts mended and the whole mounted in appropriate 
volumes and they remain an easily accessible section of the 
Commission’s archives. Not long since the editors of the James 
Sprunt Historical Publications were moving to publish that 
part of the Steele papers retained by the North Carolina His- 
torical Society. Mr. Connor suggested that the two portions 
be brought together and published by the Historical Commis- 
sion. This was agreed to, with the decision that the ownership 
of each manuscript be indicated. 

The editor does not hold that letters and documents here pre- 
sented are all of the Steele papers extant yet unprinted. John 
Steele had a fairly wide correspondence with public men, in and 
out of the State, and doubtless letters of his, in small groups, 
will yet appear. Indeed, this collection now published is more 
valuable in the letters written to him than in those written by 
him. 

Some of the material, such as accounts, receipts, memoranda, 
the “Legal Notes,” etc., will have no great value to the student 
of things historical; but it has been thought proper to include 
them in the frame of Steele’s activities. Two lists of Steele’s 
correspondence already published, in James Sprunt Historical 
Publications Nos. 3 and 7, and edited by Dr. Kemp P. Battle, 
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are heré appended. Of these, six are republished here for the 
reason that the originals were found in the collection. The 
others are excluded; but any investigator using the “Steele 
Papers” would do well to use at the same time Sprunt Publica- 
tions Nos. 3 and 7. 

In the preparation of the Steele papers for publication ap- 
preciation and thanks are due from the editor to Miss Majory 
Terrell, of the Historical Commission’s office, for painstaking 
and skillful service in reading and copying manuscripts; to 
Professor R. D. W. Connor, of the History Department of the: 
University of North Carolina, for a variety of valuable sug- 
gestions; to Chief Justice Walter Clark for data concerning the 


collection; to Mr. R. B. House, Secretary of the Historical 
Commission, for assistance in proof reading; and to Professor 


Archibald Henderson, Head of the Department of Mathematics 
in the University of North Carolina and a descendant of John. 
Steele, for valuable data respecting the Steele family. 
Hea We 
Cuare, Hitt 
December 1, 1924. 
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The following letters written by John Steele and to John Steele 
are found in the James Sprunt Historical Publications, No. 3. 1902, 
edited by K. P. Battle: 


1794. April 2. Grove to General Steele. 
Nov. 20. Gen. Steele to Col. Jos. McDowell. 
Dec. 11. Nathaniel Macon to John Steele. 
L795. Jan: 12. Col. McDowell to Gen. Steele. 
1802. Sept. 15. Macon to Steele. 
Oct. 1. Grove to Steele. 
Oct. 10. Macon to Steele. 
1803. April 11. Steele to Macon. 
June 11. Macon to Steele. 
Sept. 12. ‘Steele to Macon. 
Nov. 27. Macon to Steele. 
Dec. 11. Macon to Steele. 
1804. Feb. ° 12. Macon to Steele. 
Feb. 26. Macon to Steele. 
March 25. Macon to Steele. 
June 7. Steele to Macon. 
July 2. Macon to Steele. 
Dec. 12. Macon to Steele. 
1805. Jan. 17. Steele to Macon. 
Jan. 19. Macon to Steele. 
March 3. Macon to Steele. 
1808. Jan. 10. Macon to Steele. 
1809. Feb. 20. Macon to Steele. 


The following letters written by William R. Davie to John 
Steele, and edited by K. P. Battle, appear in the James Sprunt 
Historical Publications, No. 7, 1907: 


1792. Dec. 16. 1802. August 20. 
1800. June ie 1806. Jan. 22. 
Sept. 20. 1807. Nov. 25. 
1801. Feb. 2: 1808. Aug. 15. 
Feb. 22. 1810. Jan. 4, 
Aug. 8). 1812. Jan. 10. 
1802. Jan. te Feb. 10. 


March 13. 1814. Feb. 4, 


JOHN STEELE—A SKETCH 


The subject of this brief sketch was born at Salisbury, Rowan 
County, North Carolina, November 16, 1764. His parents were 
William Steele and Elizabeth Maxwell Steele. His father seems 
to have come from Pennsylvania, a unit of the early tide of 
southwestern migration. His mother’s family name was Max- 
well. She was a widow at the date of her marriage to William 
Steele, her first husband having been Robert Gillespie, who was 
killed by Indians in 1760. William Steele died before the 
Revolution, leaving his wife with two children by her first 
marriage and one by her second. These were Robert and Mar- 
garet Gillespie and John Steele. Facts relative to the three ap- 
pear in the correspondence published in these volumes. Mrs. 
Elizabeth Steele was undoubtedly a woman of spiritual and 
mental vigor. This is disclosed by the eleven letters in this 
collection, written by her between the years 1778 and 1786, 
years that were witnessing the birth of the Republic. The 
tradition that clusters about her name as an ardent patriot who 
relieved, to the extent of her power, the necessities of General 
Nathaniel Greene during his retreat before Cornwallis in 1781, 
is not out of keeping with the character these few letters dis- 
close. A frontier environment, plus the quickening influences 
of the Revolution, atmosphere and incidents of which must have 
vividly flecked his boyhood memories, acvount for an early 
maturity of John Steele. At twenty-three years of age he 
represented the borough of Salisbury in the State Assembly, 
and within the following year, 1788, he represented his borough 
in the Hillsborcugh Convention, called for the purpose of de- 
termining whether North Carolina should ratify the Federal 
Constitution formed at Philadelphia the preceding year. In 
this Convention, though a new and young figure in public life, 
Steele attracted more than favorable attention from the friends 
of the Constitution by his very vigorous and able defense of its 
principles. Though ratification was defeated by the spirit of 
particularism yet dominant in the state, Steele’s part in the 
Convention debates had given him a prominence in the ranks 
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of the federalists which promised well for his future. In 
November, 1788, he was appointed, by a joint resolution of the 
Assembly, special commissioner to treat with the Cherokees and 
Chickasaws on the west and southwest and was engaged in this 
through the following two years in conjunction with com- 
missioners from South Carolina and Georgia, and in codperation 
with the District Commissioner representing first the old con- 
federation and afterward the new union. In 1789 he was a 
member of the Fayetteville Convention which, November 22, 
ratified the Federal Constitution. Just afterward he was elected 
to Congress, taking his seat in the first Congress, April, 1790. 
He was also elected to the 2d Congress (October 24, 1791- 
March 2, 1793). His service in Congress, during the period 
when that body was endeavoring to adjust the new instrument 
of government to the task of really creating a more perfect 
union, were not without great educative value politically. Un- 
fortunately, however, for his political career, Steele’s views, 
though seeming to himself and to other moderate men quite 
independent, came more and more to assume a bias at variance 
with the trend of political feeling in his state. North Carolina 
had, in 1789, ratified the Federal Constitution as a result of her 
isolation rather than of her convictions. She quickly inclined 
to revert to states’ rights views and to follow the school of 
political thought that accepted Thomas Jeffereson as its oracle. 
Steele’s views were pronouncedly “federalist” and, in conse- 
quence, his district sent Matthew Locke, a Republican, to the 3d 
Congress. In the meantime Steele had adjudged his chances 
good for election to the United States Senate at the hands of 
the legislature, December 1792. He failed to secure the honor, 
his successful opponent being Alexander Martin, governor at 
the time, and a rather blatant Republican. Again he offered 
for the Senate in 1795, but Timothy Bloodworth, blacksmith, 
patriot, particularist, and Republican, carried off the prize. 
Thereafter Steele assumed that appointive office offered the best 
opportunity for federal political service and, having opened 
the way through political friends at the seat of government, 
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he was appointed by President Washington, July 1, 1796, 
Comptroller of the United States Treasury. This office, inte- 
grated with the Treasury Department, had been occupied by 
four appointees in succession during ‘the four preceding years. 
Steele held it from July 1, 1796 to September 30, 1802, thus 
covering the last year of Washington’s second term, the whole 
of John Adams’s administration, and something over the first 
year of Thomas Jefferson’s first term. He left the office by 
resignation, giving separation from his family and ill health 
as his reasons. He had assurances from Jefferson that his 
services were acceptable and his post secure. Nevertheless, 
as to the latter, when so many Federalists were being dropped 
from office by the Republican Administration, Steele evidently 
came to feel that his tenure was based on a tacit assumption 
by Jefferson of his political support. His political sensitiveness, 
a quality he had manifested since his entry into public life, pro- 
duced an apprehension that political inconsistency might be 
ascribed to him by his old party associates. This might have 
been tolerable had there appeared a prospect of promotion at 
the hands of the new administration. This was, from every view- 
point, unlikely. Hence Steele’s resignation. 

In 1806 Steele again served in the state commons; also again 
from 1811 to 1813 inclusive, critical years in state and national 
history. He was elected to the Assembly of 1815; but died be- 
fore it met. His services in the legislature were important to 
the state. His judgment was considered sound and usually un- 
biased by party considerations. 

Steele was active as a commissioner between 1805 and 1814 
in the plan of North Carolina to settle her boundary issues 
with the States of South Carolina and Georgia. After some 
sharp crises the issue with Georgia was put in the way of 
settlement prior to 1813, and the boundary line with South 
Carolina was fixed in that year. 

John Steele possessed business energy and ability that 
brought him considerable material rewards. Inheriting some 
property, he increased this to a valuable estate for the times, 
mainly in land and slaves. In young manhood he first engaged 
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in commerce, but later his interests were directed to land and 
agriculture, in which he sought to apply the most advanced 
methods. Careful attention to his own, as well as to public 
or private interests intrusted to him, characterized his concept 
of good citizenship. He sought to promote the social good and 
manifested the social virtues and habits of his class and time. 
Steele had no college training. Nevertheless, as his correspond- 
ence discloses, he possessed a culture common to only a limited 
class of Americans in the early years of the Republic. Expla- 
nation of its acquisition doubtless lies in a sound mental inherit- 
ance, in maternal influence, in habits of reading and thought, 
in an environment that forced early maturity and self-reliance, 
and in self-endeavor. 


‘ 


THE STEELE PAPERS 


Eliz(abeth) Steel to Eph(raim) Steel 


Sauispury 15th May 1778. 
Dear Brother. 

Since your departure I have received two Letters from you 
—of March 22d & April 6th, and I thank you for them both. 
Your own feelings may suggest the pleasure, or an Idea of the 
vleasure I eniov at hearing from absent friends: or meeting 


ERRATA 


Page 24 read acres after 200,000 in note 1; page 108 read Davila 
in note 7; page 172 read Daily Advertizer in note 2; page 192 read 
Macay in note 1; page 209 read Anthony in note 5; page 210 read 
Pearson in note 2; page 365 read Parma in note 1 ; page 382 read 
Macay instead of Macey. 


him quit the army, and betake himself to some business for 
life. I present you my thanks for the Crisis* No. 5. it gave us 
great pleasure, by serving to brace our minds, long relaxed by 
the Inaction of the Armies thro the winter season. We hope 
however the spring and summer will produce some important 
event; and pray you to pass no opportunity of giving us the 
news. My family thro the kindness of providence is well. 


1Robert Gillespie, born of Mrs. Elizabeth Steele’s first marriage, 
and at this date a very young aspirant for military service. See 
below. 

«The Crisis” was written by Thomas Paine while a sort of 
itinerant writer with the American patriot army. The first number 
appeared in December, 1776, beginning with the famous lines: 
“These are the times that try men’s souls.” The second number 
appeared in January, 1777, and the remaining six at irregular 
intervals in that and the following year. Cf. Pogue, G. H., History 
of Journalism in the United States, 131-132. 


1 


2 Tue Nortu Carortrna HistortcaL Commission 
My kindest regards to sister Nancy and all friends, and be 
always assured that I am - 
and shall continue 
Your loving, & affectionate 
Sister, 
Mr. Eph. Steel. Exiz. STEEL. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


Eliz(abeth) Steel to [Robert Gillespre|* 


‘ Sauissury 7th of July 1778 
My dear Son. 

It is now a long time since I have had a letter from you; 
the cause I know not, but I can assure you that I have wrote 
two or three times since I received any account from you. 
Pray write me by the first opportunity. 

Since you have chosen that manner of life, it would give me 
the greatest pleasure to hear of your acquitting yourself with 
honour, and faithfulness to your country, and yourself; and 
to hear of the contrary would give me much uneasiness. 

I hope that you will not forget to apply to that power and 
wisdom which can enable and direct us to discharge the duties 
of every station. Many are the advices of this kind I have 
given you. .I must take every opportunity to repeat them— 
pray let them not be in vain. I should be glad to hear from 
you. Write me by the first opportunity, friends here are all 
well. I am 

your affectionate 
Mother 
Exiz STEEt. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


*This letter has no address other than to “My dear son,” but it 
is very evident that it is to Robert Gillespie, instead of to her gon, 
John Steele, who at this date was only thirteen years of age. See 
letters below, particularly Elizabeth Steele to Ephraim Steele, 
Oct. 17, 1778. 
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’ Eliz(abeth) Steel to Eph(raim) Steel 


Sauispury July 30, 1778 
Dear Brother. 

Yours of June 26th I have received, not long since; my son? 
is not yet come home; but I have heard that he was on the way, 
in company with Capt. Coates, who left him I suppose with 
you. Mr. Beard? I believe returned thro York-Town, and 
arrived some time ago, in company with Mrs. Beard, which 
has changed her citizenship, Salisbury for Lancaster. I am 
very sorry to hear of brother Thomas’s* misfortune, and should 
be glad to be informed about the issue of his affairs. I sup- 
pose it will reduce him to great difficulty and loss if he be 
forced to serve out his enlistment. However for his sake, if 
obliged to serve, for my own, and my country’s sake I hope the 
war will not long continue. Providence seems to be directing 
it to a final issue, at least on the continent,* tho perhaps the 
brittish Government may not acknowledge our Independence, 
till the end of the present war with France; which their 
political phrenzy may continue for two or three years to come 
till they be reduced to the last extremity. Please to give us 
the fate of New York.© We hear it is to be attacked by the 
french fleet, and American Army; and we should be glad to 


4See Elizabeth Steele to [Robert Gillespie] July 7, 1778. 

Probably Lewis Beard, of Salisbury. 

‘Evidently Thomas Steele, brother of Ephraim Steele. 

‘This early optimism of Mrs. Steele was doubtless predicated on 
Burgoyne’s surrender at Saratoga, October 17, 1777, and the con- 
clusion of the Alliance with France in the early part of 1778. 

‘After the Alliance with France, signed January 30, 1778, there 
was great expectation in America that French naval aid would 
clear our main harbors of British occupation. In fact the French 
government, in midsummer of this year, dispatched Count 
d’ Estaing to America with twelve ships of the line and six frigates, 
with four thousand troops aboard. His fleet appeared off Sandy 
Hook in midsummer, while Sir Henry Clinton was hastily re- 
adjusting his resources after the partial defeat he had sustained 
at Monmouth during his retreat from Philadelphia to New York. 
The French Admiral proved too cautious for an immediate attack 
on New York, and his fleet drew off to Boston after an unsuccessful 
attempt to seize Newport. Cf. Wilson, Woodrow, History of the 

American People, II, 290. 
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have a more distinct account of the affair of the 28th.1 My 
little family is well, no remarkable alteration lately. I hope 
soon to sustain the very respectable, and important charaeter 
of GRAND-MOTHER. 
I am your affectionate 
Sister 
Mr. Eph: Steel. Exiz. STExt. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


Eliz(abeth) Steel to (Ephraim Steel) 


SauisBury 15th Aug. 1778. 
Dear Brother. 

Inclosed you will find some letters which lately came to 
hand; I wrote you a few days ago, nothing more since, only 
that I have got a little grand-Daughter,? this morning about 
3 O’clock. Mother and child well for the time. All well. 

Your Sister 
Exiz. STEEL. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


Elizabeth Steel to Ephraim Steel 


[Octr 17, 1778] 
Dear Brother. 
Tho I have wrote, since I have received any letters from 
you; yet I take this opportunity to inform that I am well with 


1The battle of Monmouth, June 28, 1778, in which the British 
General Clinton barely escaped a crushing defeat at the hands of 
Washington, and after which he drew off his forces by night in 
his retreat to New York. 

“Child born to Margaret Gillespie McCorkle, daughter of Mrs. 
Steele by her first marriage to Robert Gillespie. Margaret Gillespie 
was married to the Reverend Samuel Husebius McCorkle 2 July, 
1776. She bore him ten children. See Rumple, History of Rowan 
County, 368. 
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the rest of my little family; without any other alternations in 
it than those you have heard; unless it be that my Son 
Robert? has gone into the Army; and I have heard designed 
to be innoculated with Major Davison? in Carlisle; If He 
has been with you I desire you to inform me, as I have not 
heard from Him, since He left Halifax on the Borders of 
Virginia ; 

His conduct in entering into the Service has given me no 
small uneasiness; not that I disprove the cause of liberty; 
but I thought Him too young; and too much unexperienced 
to launch out into the world; but I must resign him up to the 
conduct of providence; and endeavour myself to be resigned 
to the matter. ; 

I have lately received a Letter from Brother Joseph which 
informs me of his Wifes Death; but for your satisfaction 
T’ll send you his Letter inclosed; especially as I am at a loss 
to guess his Designs in leaving that state, or the Continent; 
unless He be so unhappy as to disapprove our public measures. 
—Give my Compliments to Brother Thomas, and please to 
inform me where He resides, that my future Letters may find 
Him. If you desire to write to Brother Joseph, write imme- 
diately; and I will forward your Letter. 

I am yours, &c. 

Salisbury Evizasetu STEEL. 

Oct. 17.—78. 
Addressed : 

Mr. Ephraim Steel 

Carlisle—Pennsylvania. 

Endorsed : 

Eliza Steel. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


4Robert Gillespie. See EHlizabeth Steele to [Robert Gillespie], 
July 7, 1778, note 1; Also Hlizabeth Steele to Ephriam Steele, 
below, March 17, 1786, note 4. 

7Major William Davidson, of the 4th N. C. Regiment, which 
marched in 1777 to join the Army of the North under George 
Washington. Here he served until Nov. 1779, when the North 
Carolina line was ordered South to reinforce General Lincoln at 
Charleston. He became a brigadier-general of the North Carolina 
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Eliz(abeth) Steel to Eph(raim) Steel 


b 
Satispury 19th Oct. 1779. 
Dear Brother. 

I embrace the present opportunity to make you some return 
for your favour by the Bearer, Mr. May, your letters arrived 
before Mr. McCorkle, who was detained longer than his own, 
or our expectations; but arrived safe about the middle of 
September: I was very sorry to hear of the death of your 
worthy Minister, Mr. Steel. His death is much to be lamented ; 
especially at this time, when the number of Clergymen is 
small and smaller. Still the prospect of others succeeding; 
you must however attempt, and I pray you may succeed in 
the obtaining another. 

My little family is all with me, and all well. Robbin re- 
turned in the spring from his northern tour. The last account 
from Savanna mention that on the (torn) Instant a general 
attack was made on the enemies lines, in which we were re- 
pulsed! with the loss of 150 killed and wounded. Verbal 
accounts also mention an express from the Spanish West India 
fleet, to recal the french from our Coasts to join them.? Also 
the retreat of our army to Lewisburg [?]. My little grand 
Daughter walks and runs, and dances and sings, and talks— 
Hebrew for all I know. Mr. & Mrs. McCorkles compliments 
to you and Mr. Heap. 

I am your loving and affectionate 
Sister 
Mr. Eph: Steel Exiz. STEEL. 


Militia in August, 1780, and was killed in the battle of Cowan’s 
Ford, on the Catawba, February 1, 1781. See WN. OC. State Records, 
XXII, 115, et seq., for his services. Also Wheeler, II, 263-264; Also 
Lossing, Field Book of the Revolution, II, 598-599. 

*The British captured Savannah in December, 1778. General 
Benjamin Lincoln, in command of the Southern Army, undertook 
a siege of the port in conjunction with the fleet of the French under 
d’ Estaing. An assault was made on the city 9 October, 1779, and 
was repulsed with heavy loss. Cf. Woodrow Wilson, Hist. Amer. 
People, II, 306. 

*Spain had entered the war against England by an Alliance with 
France, concluded April 12, 1779. Their treaty did not include 
America, but provided for Spain’s recognition of American in- 
dependence. 
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P.S. Oct’ 24 We hear that the french fleet are only gone 
out to cruize, with design to take the New York reinforcement, 
and that their army and ours still invest the (torn) at 
Savannah. 


Addressed : 

Mr. Ephraim Steel 

Carlisle 
Pensylvania. 

Favoured by 

Mr. Mason. 
Endorsed : 

Eliza Steel. 
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Eliz(abeth) Steel to Eph(raim) Steel 


Sauispury 29th April 1780. 
Dear Brother. 

I desire you to believe that all my letters are the effects of 
friendship and affection; for you can’t suppose them to be 
letters of business, as I have no occasion to write on that 
subject. The happiness of all my friends is what I most sin- 
cerely desire, and therefore wish to hear frequently from you. 
I am sorry that I can’t, (knowing you to be a good Whig) 
make you happy with some good news from Charleston. I can 
only inform you that there have been several skirmishes be- 
fore Charleston with various success; That the shipping has 
passed Fort Moultrie with considerable loss; and that we 
every day expect to hear of a general storm on, or the con- 
tinued blockade of Charleston. 6 or 7 thousand we conjecture 
on each side. Charleston is nearly invested on all sides, and 
wha(t will)be the event time must determine.t 


1In the spring of 1780 General Sir Henry Clinton transferred 
an army by sea to the South to unite with those already in 
possession of Georgia and about to invest Charleston, S. C. By 
May 12, he captured Charleston and the whole of General Benjamin 
Lincoln’s army of about three thousand men. Thereafter the 
invasion of the Carolinas began under Cornwallis. 
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My little family are in their usual health. little Nancy N. 
grows apace, and begins to chatter. Mr. and Mrs. McCorkle, 
join in sending compliments to yourself and Master Billy, and 
be assured that I am 

With great respect 
Dear Brother 
Mr. Eph. Steel Exiz. STEE.. 
Addressed : 
Mr. Ephrain Steel 
Mercht. 
Carlisle. 
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Eliz(abeth) Steel to Eph(ravm) Steel* 


Sauissury July 13th 1780 
Dear Brother. 

This will inform you that my little family are well: but 
suffering with others, the calamity of the times. You have 
had your time, and now comes ours. We have been surrounded 
by Tory-Insurrections, one party in the Forks of Catawba have 
been defeated with considerable loss. Another from the forks 
of Yadkin have been pursued but not overtaken. At present 
this state is uninvaded: but about 500 Brittish are at the 
Waxaws. The tories are flocking in. South Carolina & Georgia 
are in the Enemies hands. Our army is advancing near 
Cheraw, and I hope before this year be done, The brittish & 
Tories will be all cooped up in Charleston. Pray give us the 
News with a paper or two from the North. My compliments 


*Hphraim Steele was a brother of William Steele, second hus- 
band of Elizabeth Maxwell. From the Steele correspondence he 
seems to have sometime resided at Lancaster, Pa., and other times 
at Carlisle. Cf. A. Henderson, John Steele, North Carolina Book- 
let, Vol. XVIII, Nos. 3 and 4. 
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to Sister Nancy, Mr. Heap and family, and all freinds, Master 
Billy by name. I am 
Your affectionate Sister 
Exiz. STEEx. 
Mr. Eph. Steel. 
Addressed : 
Mr. Ephraim Steel 
Carlisle 
Fav. by 
Col. Beckman. 
Endorsed : 
From Mrs. Steel in Salisbury. 
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Eliz(abeth) Steel to Ephraim Steel. 


SauisBury Oct 25 1780. 
Dear Brother. 

With the utmost satisfaction I can acquaint you with the 
sudden & favourable turn of our public affairs. A few Days 
ago destruction hung over our heads; Cornwallis with at least 
1500 brittish & Tories waited at Charlotte! for the reinforce- 
ment of 1000 from Broad River, which reinforcement has been 
entirely cut off, 130 killed, & the remainder capiivated.? 

Cornwallis immediately retreated, and is now on his way 
toward Charleston, with a part of our army in his rear, com- 
manded by Gen; Smalwood,* the remainder are expected soon 
to march from Hillsborough under the command of Gen. Gates. 


‘Lord Cornwallis seized Charlotte in the latter part of Septem- 
ber, 1780, in his first invasion of the State after his defeat of 
Gates at Camden. Ferguson had been thrown out to the West and 
Northwest to rally the Tories. On October 7, this force was sur- 
rounded and destroyed at Kings Mountain. 

*Ferguson’s forces, at Kings Mountain, Oct. 7, 1780. 

’General William Smallwood, of Maryland, who had temporary 
and ncminal command of the American forces opposing the British 
in the Carolinas between the relief of General Horatio Gates after 
his defeat at Camden and retreat to Hillsborough, and the tak- 
ing of command by General Nathaniel Greene in December, 1780. 
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I should thank you for a line, it is long sinée I received one. 
Please to give [us] the northern intelligence, you know. I am 
a great politician. Compliments to Sister Nancy & children, 
Mr. Heap & family; and Master Billey, and be assured that 

I am 
With great respect 
Dear Brother 
Yours 
Exiz. STEEL 
Mr. Ephraim Steel 
Carlisle. 
Addressed : 
Mr. Ephraim Steel 
Carlisle. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


Eliz(abeth) Steel to Ephraim Steele 


Sauissury 19th April, 1781. 
Dear Brother 

Your obliging letter by Mr. Beard has come to hand. I most 
sincerely congratulate you on your Matrimonial connections; 
May your lives be long and happy. I beg you to mention me 
most affectionately to Mrs. Steel, tho unacquainted with her 
person or family. I hope to mention me also to Master Billey. 

In Feby last the Brittish were so kind as to pay us a visit,} 
at a time when my little family were ill with the small pox, in 
which my little youngest grand daughter died—the rest have all 
happily recovered. 

I was plundered of all my horses, dry cattle, horse forage, 
liquors, and family provisions, and thought I escaped well with 


1The British forces under Lord Cornwallis, in their pursuit of 
Greene Northeastward across North Carolina, were in Salisbury 
from Saturday, Feb. 3, to Monday, Feb. 5, 1781. See Rumple, His- 
tory of Rowan, 200-204; and Lossing, Field Book of the Revolution, 


II, 598. 
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my house furniture and milch cattle, when some in this county 
were stript of all these things. 

It comforts me to think that the enemy will probably never 
return. His Lordship soon after the 14th of March moved to 
Wilmington and Gen. Green by a masterly stroke has turned 
rapidly towards Camden in his rear which I hope will fall into 
his hands before Cornwallis can reinforce the place.? At least 
it will take the war out of this State, and leave his Lordship 
not one step further than before Gates defeat.’ 

Please remember me in the most affectionate manner to 
Sister Nancy. I have never been able to hear from our brother 
since the fall of Charleston, nor have I any way of writing to 
him. I am with great respect 

Addressed : your affectionate Sister 

Mr. Ephraim Steele 
Carlisle 
Pennsylvania 
Fav. by 
Mr. Beard. 
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Joseph Nourse to Rich(ar)d Dobbs Spaight 


Register’s Office 4 June 1785. 
Sir, 
I have the honor to hand you, an account of the Warrants 
passed on the Treasurer of the United States in favor of 


1At Guilford Courthouse on the 14th of March Greene turned to 
face his pursuer and on the 15th fought a drawn battle wi'th Corn- 
wallis that so reduced the strength of the latter that he turned South 
to Wilmington, N. C., to establish a contact with British naval 
forces. In the latter part of April he crossed North Carolina into 
Virginia. 

2After the withdrawal of Cornwallis to Wilmington General 
Greene carried the war again into South Carolina. He was de- 
feated at Hobkirks Hill, near Camden, by Lord Rawdon, and also 
forced to raise the siege of Ninety Six. Temporarily he again re- 
treated into North Carolina, but was soon in the field again and 
by October, 1781, Georgia and the Carolinas were clear of British 
forces except at Wilmington, Charleston, and Savannah. 

®8General Horatio Gates, disastrously defeated by Cornwallis at 
Camden, S. C., August 15, 1780. 
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Thomas Burke Esqr.! and charged in the public Ledger to the 
Debit of the State of North Carolina. x 

In the present enquiry, I am doubtful whether the first sum 
of 3000 Dollars May 28. 1777. comes under Notice; I have 
expressed it, as the Warrant specifies; all the other Sums appear 
to have been drawn for subsistence. I cou’d not ascertain what 
part of the sums were pd. Mr. Burke on the Warrants drawn 
in his & Mr. Hills joint favor, have therefore inserted the 
whole Warrant. 

I have the honor to be Sir 
Your most obed. 
& most humble Serv. 
Honorable Jos. Nourse. 
Richd. Dobbs Spaight Esq.? 


[June 4, 1785] 


An Account of Warrants drown by the Umted States on their 
Treasurer in favor of the Honble. Thomas Burke Esgqr. 
on account of the State of North Carolina and charged 
accordingly in the treasury books. 


1777 

May 28 Paid him said to be for account of the State 3,000 
1778 

April 3d Paid him on his application 1,500 


*Thomas Burke, a native of Galway, Ireland, came to America 
about 1767, and to North Carolina about 1772, settling in Orange 
County as a lawyer and planter. He was a delegate to the N. C. 
Provincial Congresses of 1775 and 1776. From 1777 to 1781 he 
was a delegate to the Continental Congress. In June, 1781, he 
became Governor of North Carolina and in September was cap- 
tured by Colonel David Fanning who led a force of Tories and 
British in a foray upon Hillsboro, at that time the headquarters 
of the Governor and his staff, in his effort at arming and equipping 
the troops of the State to block Cornwallis should the latter un- 
dertake to retreat Southward from Virginia. Burke was held pris- 
oner until his escape in 1782. He died December 2, 1783. Cf. 
Haywood’s sketch of Thomas Burke, in Ashe, ed. Biog. Hist. of N. C., 
II, 27-32. 

Richard Dobbs Spaight, Sr., was at this date a member of the 
Continental Congress from North Carolina and a member of the 
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it ad 
Jany. 24 Paid him and the Honble. Whitmell Hill’ 1,000 
March13  ~=—~ Paid do Ditto 6,000 
April 27 Paid him and the Honble. Whitmell Hill 4,000 
August10 Paid him on his application 6,000 
Decemr. 22 Paid him a 5,000 

1780 
Jany. 19 Paid him 4 10,000 
Feby. 10 Paid him ie 10,000 
March 28 = Paid him 2 10,000 
May 17 Paid him i 15,000 
June 14 

1781 Paid him “a 15,000 
March 24 Paid him by Warrant on Thomas Smith 

Loan Officer 20,000 

April 12 Paid Do Do 30,000 


Dollars 136,500 
Registrars Office ye. 4’ June 1785 
Extract from the Books of the Treasury. 
Jos. Nourse Regr. 


It is probable that Mr. Hill received one half at least of the 
sums paid 24th. Jan 79- 13th March & 27th April 


D. S. Enclosed in: 1785, June 4. Nourse to Spaight. 


Eliz(abeth) Steel to Ephraim Steel 


Sarispury March 17, 1786 


Dear Brother. 
I was very happy to receive a long kind letter from you, and 
especially as it gave me an account of your own, and the happi- 


finance committee of the Committee of States. He was a dele- 
gate to the Philadelphia Convention of 1787; a signer of the Con- 
stitution for North Carolina; and Governor, 1792-1795. See Hay- 
wood’s sketch of Richard Dobbs Spaight, in Ashe, ed. Biog. Hist. of 
N. C., IV, 379-405. 

1Whitmell Hill, of Martin County, a Revolutionary patriot. He 
was frequently a member of the State assembly and in 1778 was 
elected to ‘the Continental Congress and served until 1781. 
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ness of your little family. If an opportunity had immediately 
offered I could have wrote you the happiness of mine; about 
the date of your letter my children were all alive, and all 
married; my Son John living with me, and practising mer- 
chandize. He is still living—has a little daughter Nancy—and 
is doing well. You have heard I suppose of his marriage in 
Cross-Creek,! to a Miss Dolly Nesfield,? Daughter in law to a 
Mr. Cochran,? Merchant there. 

. But Robin,* O my poor dear Robin, He is no more. He was 
married to a very worthy Lady near Georgetown in So. Caro- 
lina, in the beginning of July, and died there in the latter end 
of September. He was taken with a putrid fever, and died in 
a few days illness. You can hardly conceive of my distress. 
It was aggravated by the expectation of seeing him and his 
wife, at the very time when came the dreadful news of his 
death. 

However It was a little lessening of my grief to hear that 
he had altered the manner of his life; and had some time before 
his death become serious and thoughtful. So that I have the 
comforting hope of meeting with him where friends shall never 
part. 

Mr. McCorkle® and family are well. they have 3 children 
living, a Son and daughters, the eldest of which is mostly with 
me at the English School in Town. 

I have had no late accounts from Brother Joseph since the 
fall of Charleston, and cannot tell whether he be living or dead, 
tho’ have made all the enquiry I could. 


1Cross-Creek, on the Cape Fear River in Cumberland County, and 
to become Fayetteville after the Revolution. Under the latter name 
it became in 1790, a “borough town” for purposes of representation 
in the State Assembly. 

7Mrs. John Steele’s name was Mary. “Dolly” seems to have been 
the name used by her intimates. Rumple, 267, and A. Henderson, 
John Steele, N. C. Booklet, Vol. XVIII, No. 3, 124. 

*Robert Cochran, the elder, second husband of Mrs. John Steele’s 
mother. 

‘Robert Gillespie, son of Elizabeth Maxwell Steele by her first 
marriage with Robert Gillespie, Sr. Rumple, in his History of 
Rowan County, p. 210, gives the name of this son as “Richard,” and 
says he died unmarried. The above letter proves Rumple in error 
in several particulars. 

‘Dr. Samuel H. McCorkle married Margaret Gillespie, daughter of 
Elizabeth Maxwell Steele and born of her first marriage. 
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Remember me most affectionately to your good Lady—Master 
Billy and Miss Dolly,—give her on my account half a dozen 
kisses—and tell all your and my friends there that they are 
dear to me, and be assured that 


I am 
with the greatest affection 
Addressed : Your Sister 
Mr. Ephraim Steele Exiz. STEELE. 


Carlisle. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


Dun(can) MacAuslan to John Steele 


FayETTEVILLe 18th June 1787 
Dear Sir 
Your Esteemed favour without a date was this day handed 
me by Mr. Jno. Locke who deliver’d me on your Account 2031 ¥ 
of Tobacco which I have placed to your Credit at the rate of 
48/ & Amt is L48.14.1014—Mr. Bates has not made his appear- 
ance as yet so soon as he does I shall give you credit for the 
Tob° & render you a state of the whole—with respect to the 
Error on the 2 Baisens & 4 stake Dishes I had previously 
observed it & consequently was corrected—Respecting the Steel 
it is Right, you must certainly mean Blistered Steel which 
comes, at or near the price.you mention. German Steel never 
was bought so low—The Articles you mertion shall be for- 
warded to you either in whole or part so soon as I can get them 
up the River. Iam 
Dear Sir 
Addressed : Your most obedt. Servt. 
John Steel Esqr. Dun MacAvstan. 
Salisbury 
hon¢ by 
Mr. Lock. 
Endorsed : 
18th June 1787 
2 hogs tob® £48.14.1014 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 
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John Ingram to John Steele ‘ 
Favetrevinte 11%, July 1787 


I have mentioned our affair to M’. Maclaine’ who very 
readily agreed to do anything necessary in it, so that if you 
can prevail on M'. Moore? to stay two or three days in Wil- 
mington after next Court the whole of the business maybe 
finished—if I can prevail on the waggoner, or rather if I can 
see him, I will send you a cocco’nut, which in my opinion is 
only estimable by reason of its free carriage. 

Every kind of W. I. product? was extremely dear in Wil- 
mington when I was there & rum particularly, I could not get, 
alth® (one I wanted for myself) of good strong rum under 
11/ [per] gall". I every hour expect a consignment of 
linnens from 10 to 21. calicoes from 1/3 to 2/4. broad cloth from 
6/ to 8/ sterling per y? to nearly the amount of £300 sterling 
with instructions to sell at four for one, my last letter was the 
30". & then they were to be shipped by the first boat. 


1Archibald Maclaine, of Wilmington, one of the best known law- 
yers in our Revolutionary and early State history. He was a 
member of Revolutionary State Congressses and Committees- of 
safety, a member of the Commons, 1782-86, and of the Hillsborough 
Convention on the Federal Constitution in 1788. He was one of 
the strongest Federalists in the State. See Index Volume XXIX, 
pages 34 and 35, of Colonial and State Records, for an index of his 
activities. 

“Probably Alfred Moore, of Brunswick County, b. 1755, d. 1810, 
Attorney-General of North Carolina, 1782-1791; judge of Superior 
Courts, 1798-1799; Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
' United States, 1799-1805. 

Products from the West Indies, particularly rum, molasses, and 
tropical fruits, were an important item of trade to American ports 
throughout colonial days and continued of prime interest to America 
after independence. 
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Present,my compliments to your ladies—do G-d bless you, 
try if you cannot persuade Sibly' to come here—I could be 
very serviceable to him & he could be useful to 

Joun Incram 

A letter from John Ingram 

agreeing to an arbitration 
dT Stly 1787 
John Steele Esq’. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


From John Ingram? 


FayEttevit_e 19th Augt. 1787. 
Dear Steele 
I wrote you immediately on my coming home from Wilming- 
ton relative to the business of N’s estate, but from your not 
answering my letter I am apprehensive you have not received it. 
—on my applying to Mr. Maclaine® he agreed to do anything 


1Dr. John Sibley came to Fayetteville and on August 24, 1789, in 
conjunction with Caleb D. Howard, began to publish The North 
Carolina Chronicle, or Fayetteville Gazette. The paper, a weekly, 
ran to March 7, 1791. See Stephen B. Weeks’ The Press of North 
Carolina in the Eighteenth Century, p. 44. 

Infra, Ingram to Steele, January 21, 1789. 

‘Archibald Maclaine was a native of North Ireland and settled 
in America about 1750. He became the best known lawyer in the 
Cape Fear region, if not in the whole State, prior to the Revolution. 
He was a member for Wilmington of the Third Provincial Con- 
gress, August 20-September 10, 1775; a member of the Committee of 
Safety for Wilmington District in 1776. In this capacity he leaned 
so strongly to mild measures against Tories that he subjected him- 
self to suspicion as to his own loyalty to the patriot cause. His ~ 
attitude was doubtless based on sympathy for his daughter, Kitty, 
and her husband, George Hooper, who refused to take the oath 
of loyalty to the new State government and in consequence was 
forced to take refuge with the British at Charleston, S. C., where 
he continued until after peace. Maclaine held strong Federalist 
views after the Revolution, and, as a member of the Hillsboro Con- 
vention of 1788, struggled hard to secure the adoption of ‘the Con- 
stitution. In 1777. and 1780 he was State Senator for Brunswick 
County and from 1782 to 1786 he was borough member of the Com- 
mons for Wilmington. See the important collection of Maclaine’s 
letters to George Hooper, in State Records of N. C., XVI, 923-1001. 
Also Wheeler, History of North Carolina, II, 290. 
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we might judge proper either as a lawyer or*a friend, and 
desired I would inform you so, as soon as an opportunity 
offered, in order that you might apply to Mr. Moore,’ and 
request that he would stay a day or two after next Wilmington 
court, that they might settle the business. I think it will be 
necessary that you should as clearly as the case will admit of 
inform Mr. M. at your next supr. court, in case he will agree 
to stay from his wife a day or two longer than usual, but in 
case he refuses it will then be necessary you should mention 
some other person who can attend at that time. 

Our election is you see by the date over, and we have 
elected the most noble & puisant Coln. Thackston? & Mr. 
Grove,* if Miss N.* was here she certainly could not refuse the 
senator, tho’ she has the man of the blade. 

Present my compliments to your ladies 

I am yours 
Addressed : JoHN IneRaM. 
John Steele esquire 
Salisbury. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


1Probably Alfred Moore (1755-1810), of Brunswick, Revolution- 
ary officer; Attorney-General of North Carolina, 1782-1790; mem- 
ber of the Commons, 1792; judge of the Superior Courts, 1798; 
member of the United States Supreme Court, 1799-1804. For a 
sketch of Moore see S. A. Ashe, in Biog. Hist. of N. C., II, 293-306. 
Wheeler, II, 47-49. Wheeler’s sketch of Moore is not without glar- 
ing errors. 

*James Thackston, member of the Commons for Cumberland 
one year, 1789. 

®’William Barry Grove was continuously returned to the Commons 
from 1787 until his election to Congress in 1791. 

4Probably Miss Anne Nesfield. 

"The reference here may be to Alexander McAllister, State Sen- 
ator from Cumberland, 1787-1790. 
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[October 26, 1787] 


_ Instructions to Commissioners for Negotiating Treaty with 
Southern Indians 


Instructions to the Commrs. for negotiating a Treaty with the 
Tribes of indians in the Southn. Department for the purpose 
of establishing peace between the United States and said Tribes. 


Gentlemen, 

Several circumstances rendering it probable that hostilities 
may have commenced or are on the eve of commencing between 
the State of No. Carolina and the Cherokee nation of indians 
and between the State of Georgia and the Creek nation of 
indians—You are to use every endeavor to restore peace and 
harmony between the said States and the said nations on terms 
of humanity and justice.— 

The great source of contention between the said States and 
the indian tribes being boundaries, you will carefully enquire 
into, and ascertain the boundaries claimed by the respective 
States, and altho’ congress are of opinion that they might con- 
stitutionally fix the bounds between any State and an inde- 
pendent tribe of indians, yet unwilling to have a difference 
subsist between the general govermt. and that of individual 
States, they wish you so to conduct the matter that the States 
may not concieve their legislative rights in any manner in- 
fringed, taking care at the same time that whatever bounds are 
agreed upon they may be described in such terms as shall not 
be liable to misconstruction and misrepresentation; but may be 
made clear to the conceptions of the indians as well as the 
Whites. 

The present treaty having for its principal object the restora- 
tion of peace—no cession of land is to be demanded from the 
indian Tribes. 

You are to use the utmost care to ascertain who are the 
leading men among the several tribes; the real head men, and 


1A copy of these instructions, given by the Congress of the Con- 
federation, Oct. 26, 1787, appears in American State Papers, Indian 
Affairs, I, 26. The commissioners, named by the States of North 
Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia, were John Steele, Andrew 
Pickens, and Henry Osborne. 
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wariors——these you will spare no pains to attach to the interest 
of the United States, by removing as far as may be all cause’ 
of future contention, or quarrels, by kind treatment, and as- 
surances of protection, by presents of a permanent nature, and 
by using every endeavour to conciliate the affections of the 
white people inhabiting the frontiers towards them. 

You will encourage the indians to give notice to the Supt. of 
indian affairs of any designs that may be formed by any neigh- 
bouring indian tribe, or by any person whatever against the 
peace of the United States. 

You will insist that all prisoners of whatever age, sex or com- 
plexion be delivered up, and that all fugitive slaves belonging 
to Citizens of the United States be restored. 

; (Signed) 
Cuas. THomson,! Secy. 

True copy from the orignl. 

J. Drayton Secry. 

Endorsed : 

Instructions to the Commrs. 
for holding Treaties with the 
Southern indians to be 
Private. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


[24 May, 1788] 
Wm. Cochran to John Steele 


I have the 24th day of May 1788 Sold unto John Steel for 
the sum of Sixty pounds, a dark bay Gelding, Sixteen hands 
high, nine years old, etc*. which Gelding I believe is sound in 
his wind, Limbs and Eye sight—and I do hereby warrt and 
Defend the sd. Gelding to the sd. John Steel against the claim 
of all and every person whatsoever—And if he should prove to 


1Charles Thomson, secretary to the Congress of the Confederation, 
was born in Ireland, 1729, and died in Pennsylvania, 1824. 
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be unsound in either wind, Eyesight or Limbs, I will at all times 
be ready to make a deduction according to Equity and the 
nature of the complaint. 

Wa. Cocuran. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


Committee Report 


[ November 29, 1788] 


The Committee to whom were referred the resolutions sub- 
mitted by Mr. Blount.? 

Report,? That they have examined and amended the same 
to read as follows and think them proper and necessary to be 
entered into by the General Assembly. 

Resolved, That all Treaties made with any tribe or nation of 
Indians whereby lands allotted to them for hunting grounds 
within the chartered limits of this State other than those 
allotted by the law of the State heretofore made are a violation 
of the Constitution® and not warranted by the Confederation of 
the United States. 

Resolved, That all and every person holding land under 
Grants legally obtained from this state shall be protected in the 
possession of the same, any Treaty made by Commissioners 


‘William Blount, as agent for North Carolina, attending a treaty 
made at Hopewell, November 28, 1785, between the Cherokee Indians 
and commissioners (Benjamin Hawkins, Andrew Pickens, Joseph 
Martin, and Laughlin McIntosh) on the part of the United States 
(old Congress), protested the treaty on the ground that it infringed 
and violated the legislative rights of the State of North Carolina. 
For the negotiations, the protest, and the treaty, see American State 
Papers, Indian Affairs, I, 38-46. William Blount and his brothers 
held title from North Carolina for certain lands included in that 
relinquished by the treaty to the Indians. 

2State Records, XX, 562. 

°The old Constitution, or Articles of Confederation. North Caro- 
lina had, Aug. 4, 1788, rejected the new Federal Constitution. She 
did not enter the Union created by the latter until November 21, 
1789. The spirit of the above resolution was decided anti-federalist, 
as was Timothy Bloodworth himself, who at this time was a guiding 
spirit in the legislature. 


¥ 
22 Tur Nortu Carortina HistortcaL ComMMISSION 


appointed by the United States with any Tribe or nation of 
Indians to the contrary notwithstanding. : 
Timotuy Bioopwortu! Ch. 
In Senate 29th Nov., 1788 
Read and concurred with 
By order Arex Martin? §. S. 
S. Haywood,’ C. S. 
In the House of Commons 29th Nov. 1788 read and con- 
curred with 
Jno. Sirereaves* Spkr. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Legislative Instructions for John Steele 


[4 December 1788] 


The Committee directed to prepare Instructions for the Com- 
missioner appointed by the Assembly to hold a treaty with 
Cherokees & Chickemagaws Report 

1st. That he be instructed to hold the said Treaty at the 
upper War-ford on French Broad River, (where General Ruth- 
erford® crossed with his Army in 1776) between the 20th. and 


1Timothy Bloodworth, a Revolutionary patriot, held pronounced 
anti-Federalist views. At this date he was State Senator represent- 
ing New Hanover County. In 1790 he entered Congress and served 
through the remainder of the First Congress. He was U.S. Senator, 
1795-1801. He died in 1814. For sketch of Bloodworth see W. E. 
Dodd, in Ashe, ed. Biog. Hist. of N. C., III, 15-25. 

?Ajlexander Martin, Senator from Guilford and Speaker. He was 
Governor in 1782 and again in 1789. He was a member of the 
Federal Convention of 1787, and U. S. Senator, 1793-1799. See Rob- 
ert M. Douglas, Alexander Martin, in Ashe, ed. Biog. Hist. of N. C., 
III, 274-281. 

°’Sherwood Haywood, of Raleigh, clerk of the Senate, and later 
Federal Loan Commissioner. 

‘John Sitgreaves (1757-1802), of New Bern, officer in the Revolu- 
tion, member of the Congress of the Confederation, 1784-85, Speaker 
of the State Commons, 1787-88, and U. S. Federal judge for the Dis- 
trict of North Carolina from 1790 to his death. See John Sitgreaves 
in Ashe, ed. Biog. Hist. of N. C., II, 389-301, and Wheeler, History 
of North Carolina, II, 119. 

>General Griffith Rutherford, in September, 1776, led a force of 
2,400 men from the western counties across the mountains and fell 
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the last of May next: But as he is to act jointly with Mr. 
Wynne, and the So. Carolina and Georgia Commissioners he 
must have a discretionary power to deviate from this instruction 
either as to time or place, as Circumstances shall require.— 

2. That he shall not cede as hunting grounds to the said 
Indians any part of this State without the Bounds of the Land 
reserved to the Indians by the Law passed in 1783 for opening 
the Land Office; But he shall endeavor to obtain from the said 
Indians an Extension of the Boundary between the Citizens of 
this State and the hunting grounds of the Indians as far as the 
dividing Ridge between Little River and Tenissee, or as far as 
the white people are now settled. 

3. That if he cannot obtain an extension of the Boundary to 
the dividing ridge aforementioned, or as far as the people are 
now settled, he be at Liberty to make the best terms he can with 
the Indians as to this particular point. But if the Indians 
refuse to make peace unless the white people who are settled on 
the French Broad are removed, then and in that case he shall 
be authorized to declare that the people settled as aforesaid, 
contrary to the Laws, shall not be protected in their possessions 
by this state. 

4. The money advanced and goods supplied by this State is 
common Stock, the property of the United States and must be 
subject to the orders of the Commissioners jointly. 

5. If it shall appear to Mr. Wynne and the commissioners 
necessary to treat with the Creeks, that the Commissioner of 
this State be and he is authorized to codperate with them in 
making such treaty. 

6. It is necessary that the said commissioner should obtain a 
map of the Western Country, and that he have Henderson & 
upon the Cherokee Indians who had been aroused by British agents 
and had begun to destroy western settlements. This movement was 
coédperated in by South Carolina and Georgia and was followed 
by the Treaty of Dewitt’s Corner between these two S'tates and the 
Cherokees and by the Treaty of the Long Island of Holston between 


the Cherokees on the one part and North Carolina and Virginia 
on the other. American State Papers, Indian Affairs, I, 431. 
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Co. Titles... Ordered that the Clerks of the Assembly deliver 
the latter to him. 


» 


Submitted 
Wii Jonrs? Chairman 


North Carolina 
In Senate 4th Dee 1788— 


Read amended and concurred with 
Auex Martin §. S. 
By order 
S. Haywood C. 8S. 
In the House of Commons 4th Decr. 1788 
Read and concurred with 
Jno. Sitareaves, Spkr. 


By order 
J. Hunt? C.H. C. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Richard Henderson and Company (The Transylvania Co.) in 
March, 1775, entered into a so-called treaty with the Cherokee In- 
dians at Sycamore Shoals, on the Watauga River, (hence the treaty 
is sometimes called the Watauga Treaty) by which a very extensive 
part of their lands were acquired. Under Henderson’s energetic 
promotion the first movement of settlers in force was made across 
the mountains into what is now Tennessee and Kentucky, in which 
his original and subsequent purchases lay. The governments of 
both North Carolina and Virginia refused to recognize the right of 
individuals to treat with the Indians, but illogically enacted that 
while Henderson’s purchase could not vest title to the land in his 
company, it had nevertheless extinguished the Indian title. The 
State of Virginia then granted the Transylvania proprietors 200,000 
in Kentucky and North Carolina granted 190,000 in Tennessee as 
compensation to the company. Acts of North Carolina, 1783, State 
Records XXIV, 530-31. See also Ramsey’s Annals of Tennessee, p. 
204, and A. Henderson, Conquest of the Old Southwest. 

“For Willie Jones and his influence upon North Carolina history 
see the editor’s States Rights and Political Parties in North Caro- 
lina, 1776-1861, p. 22, also below, John Haywood to John Steele, 
January 6, 1808. 

®John Hunt was clerk of the Commons continuously from 1778 
to 1806. 
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John Steele to Richard Winn1 


[December 14, 1788] 
To the Hon. Richard Wynne Esq. 
Sir, 


This accompanies a letter on the subject of Treaty from his 
Excellency the Gov'.? of this State, which will be handed you by 
express— 

The Genl. Assembly perceived with pleasure the spirit of 
accomodation both as to the time and place of holding the 
Treaty which you expressed in your last letter to the Gov. on 
that subject— 

I am advised by the Legislature that between the 20th. and 
last of May next will be the most proper time, and that the 
upper War ford on French Broad River will be the place most 
convenient for North Carolina to treat?— 

This I hope will not only meet your concurrence, but the 
approbation also of the Gentn. from So. Carolina and Georgia 
with whom I am directed to co-operate. 


1General Richard Winn was Indian commissioner for the Southern 
District under the authority of the Congress of the Confederation. 
All arrangements made with the Indian tribes by the states under 
the Articles of Confederation was by inference from the articles 
under the supervision of Congress. In consequence it had set up 
machinery for dealing with Indian affairs under which all frontier 
areas was divided into districts with a commmissioner for each dis- 
trict under authority of a General Commissiou for Indian Affairs. 
Richard Winn was elected superintendent of Indian affairs for 
the Southern district by the Continental Congress on February 29, 
1788. Journals of Congress, Vol. 4, p. 811. 

7Samuel Johnston, elected Governor for three annual terms, De- 
cember, 1787 to December, 1790, but resigned in the third term to 
become first United States Senator from North Carolina. For 
sketch of Johnston see Ashe in Biog. Hist. of N. C., Vol. IV, pp. 
241-251. 

3John Steele had, on the 29th of November, 1788, been named 
by a joint resolution of the North Carolina Assembly a special com- 
missioner to treat with the Indians of the West, State Records, Vol. 
XX, 568. He was to act in conjunction with commissioners from 
South Carolina and Georgia and in codperation with the District 
Commissioner. There had been a general alarm in the fall of 1788, 
of a general Indian war, with the consequent result that efforts 
were now in the making to prevent. See “Proceedings” of a 
meeting of the trans-mountain men, January 12, 1789, S. R. 
XXII, 722-725, for a view of the situation. 
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You'll perceive by His Excely’s letter that I am authorised 
to draw from the public Treasury, this State’s quota of the 
money allotted by congress to the Indian depart‘. at the same 
time I think it is my duty to inform you that it must be drawn 
in the currency of the State—I mention this at an early period 
that I may by your advice and direction be authorised to con- 
vert it into such articles as may be most suitable for the 
occasion, and for which the State may receive a full credit— 

At the return of the bearer I shall write to his Excely.—if 
you have any dispatches for him, they shall be forwd. with 


mine— 
I have the Honour to be 
‘ Sir 
Your Mo. Obt. 
A copy Genl. Wynne Jno. STEELE 


Decem. 14th, 1788 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


John Steele to the N. C. Assembly 
[17892]? 
Gentlemen, 

Having had the Honour to be appointed by the last general 
assembly, agent of Indian affairs for this State, and under that 
appointment having received a considerable sum of money from 
the public Treasury, I think it my duty to inform your honor- 
able [body?] in what manner I have discharged this important 
trust. 

The accompts of my disbursements the receipts and vouchers 
by which it is supported accompany this, I will for the satis- 


1See note 3 to letter of Steele to Richard Winn, December 14, 1788. 
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faction of, your Hon!. body lay before any Committee to whom 
you think proper to refer this letter— 
I have the Honour to be 

Gentlemen, Your mot. ob*. 

and very hum’. Servant 
Endorsed : Jno. STEELE 

A copy of a letter to 
the Assemb’. of N°. Caro®. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


William Blount! to John Steele 


GREENEVILLE Saturday January 17th, 1789 
My dear Sir, 

On Sunday last I had the pleasure to receive your letter of 
Christmas day. The Passage in your letter to Mr. Winn 
appears to me to have been proper and necessary if the mony 
is to be paid you in paper as appears by the Governor’s Letter. 
But it was my Opinion when you were appointed that you 
were immediately a Commissioner of the United States and no 
more a Commissioner of North Carolina than Matthews and 
Pickens are and that the State will not be able to obtain a 
credit with the United States for any Mony she may advance 
unless she obtains a permit from a Majority of the Commis- 


William Blount, of Craven and Pitt counties, represented the for- 
mer in the Commons 1780 and 1783-1785, and the latter in 1788-1789. 
He was a member of the Continental Congress 1782-83 and 1786-87. 
He was a member of the Philadelphia Convention of 1787, which 
drew the Constitution and of the North Carolina Convention of 
1789 which ratified it. In April, 1790, North Carolina ceded to 
the new Federal government her trans-mountain area, following 
Virginia cession of Kentucky. Out of the two Congress created 
the Southwestern Territory and President Washington named Wil- 
liam Blount as Governor thereof. When Kentucky became a State 
in 1792 Blount continued as territorial Governor of Tennessee un- 
til its admission as a State in 1796. Thereupon he entered the 
United States Senate and was expelled in 1797 for inciting the 
Creeks and Cherokees to attack Spanish territory. He lost none of 
his popularity in Tennessee as a result of the latter event. See 
Haywood, M. DeL., in Biog. Hist. of N. C., Vol. II1., 25-27, for a sketch 
of William Blount. 
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sioners. Recourse to the Resolutions of Congress will show how 
far I am right which you will find certainly in the hands of 
Mr. Wynn.— The States, you know I mean North Carolina and 
Georgia, complained much against the last treaty which was 
made by Commissioners appointed by Congress and in order to 
please these states if I recollect the Resolution of Congress 
gives to the Southern States leave to elect such Men as they 
please Commissioners but they are to act under Continental 
authority and not State Authority.1 So that if I recollect the 
Matter right you are no more to be answerable to the State of 
No. Carolina for your conduct than Matthews? or Pickens* will 
be but to Congress consequently cannot have more to do 
officially with the Paper Mony than they have. If I had the 
Resolutions of Congress I would give a positive opinion but I 
beg you to make yourself perfectly acquainted with them before 
you do any act of consequence. 

Altho’ you are appointed a Commissioner for holding 
Treaties with the Southern Indians yet you know the only 
object of the State in complying with the Recommendation of 
Congress was to have a Treaty held with the Cherokees, the 
only Indians that are troublesome to her and as you effect this 
upon good or bad terms so will you be applauded or censured 
by her citizens (but as I before said I think her Legislature 
will have nothing to do with you) therefore I think when you 


1Unquestionably had the commission secured a treaty at this time 
it would have been in the name of the United States, as was the 
case at Hopewell in 1785. Bu'c in the name of which United States 
is more doubtful, though perhaps not a practical point except to the 
North Carolina member. The authority for a treaty was from the 
Confederation Congress, which body was expiring at this moment, 
giving place to the new constitution which North Carolina had 
not yet ratified. 

*George Mathews, Georgia’s member of the Commission, was a 
native of Virginia, an officer in the Revolution and settled in Geor- 
gia in 1784. He became Governor of Georgia in 1787 and again in 
1794. See W. B. Stevens, History of Georgia, II, 376. 

*Brigadier-General Andrew Pickens, South Carolina’s member of 
the Commission. As Revolutionary patriot and leader of irregular 
frontier forces Pickens played a notable part in the war for in- 
dependence. To him chiefly belongs the credit for Tarleton’s defea'c 
at Cowpens in January, 1781, and with Marion and Sumter he con- 
tinued to successfully harass the British forces till the colonies 
were free. Cf. H. A. White, The Making of South Carolina, XXXII, 
144. 
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meet your brother Commissioners that your grand Object will 
be to get them to hold the treaty with the Cherokees first urging 
such reasons as will readily present themselves to you such 
as being most hostile for from what I have seen such as are 
first treated with fare best as to Provisions and Presents and 
consequently a better treaty may be made with them as they 
are thereby best pleased. Pickens trades much more with the 
Cherokees than with the Creeks consequently Peace with 
[him?] will be most advantageous with the Cherokees, hence 
I suppose you will have his Interest. Pickens is a cunning 
artful Man. Matthews I am told, for I am not acquainted with 
him, is not so much so. I think you may manage him to your 
purposes by talking much to him privately about the interest 
of North Carolina and Georgia being the same both having 
vacant Western Territory on which the United States have an 
Eye for this has ever been the Language of the delegates of 
Georgia to those of No. Carolina observing not to say anything 
positive to him respecting a Treaty with the Creeks nor Chick- 
asaws untill you have got that with the Cherokees well fixed 
for if there is a sufficient fund remains after that with the 
Cherokees is over it will be all the better that Treaties should 
be held with both the other nations'—It is absolutely necessary 
that a treaty should be held with the Cherokees and if it can’t 
be done without handling the paper Mony then I advise you to 
take it into your Hands and if possible get your brother Com- 
missioners to sign the Rec’t-with you, and if they will not, take 
it yourself and endeavor to obtain the fullest Instructions you 
can from the Governor as to the application, Congress surely 
will not make you chargeable with more than the paper is 
worth in gold and silver but take care that your Rec’t. mentions 
paper Mony Thus I have thrown out such hints as at present 
occur to me. I return you my dear Sir my thanks for your 
friendly assurances and you may rely on the support of my 


1Blount’s artful advice to Commissioner Steele was without 
doubt in considerable degree predicated upon personal interes't. The 
Blount brothers, John G., William, Thomas, and Willie, had recently 
procured from the Land Office of North Carolina warrants for a 
very large area of trans-mountain land and in Cherokee country. 
Hence a treaty with the Cherokees would quiet their title and thus 
bring the land into value. 
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friends and self on all occasions and we are planning to be 
very Strong in the next Session from this quarter and I am 
taught to believe there shall be no Tiptonians’ to oppose us 
but the followers of Severe? to aid us.—Adieu. 

Wo. Briount. 


[P. S.] Please present my Compliments to my friend, Gen- 


eral Pickens. 
Address: 
John Steele, Esquire. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


1The inhabitants of the territory of North Carolina West of the 
Great Smoky Mountains in 1784 erected a Revolutionary State which 
they called Franklin, and maintained it against the authority of 
North Carolina until 1788. John Tipton had been one of the leaders 
of the movement at its inception, but resumed his allegiance to 
North Carolina among the first and was the chief leader for the 
mother state’s interest between 1786 and 1788. See J. W. Caldwell’s 
Studies in the Constitutional History of Tennessee, Chapter III. 
The issue as to whether the western country should be ceded to 
the Federal government was dividing the North Carolina legislature 
at this date. Opposers of cession were called Tiptonians. Blount 
favored cession. 

“Colonel John Sevier presided over the irregular convention in 
1784 which called the State of Franklin into existence and became 
its first Governor. He led the secession party until the failure of 
the abor'tive State, in 1788, and was taken by the North Carolina 
party under Tipton and sent across the mountains to Morganton for 
trial. In recognition of his notable services at Kings Mountain in 
the defeat of Ferguson’s British forces in 1780 he was discharged by 
legislative enactment from his disabilities in 1789 and became a 
member of the First Congress after North Carolina entered the 
Union. For Sevier, Tipton, and the State of Franklin, see Ramsey, J. 
G. M., Annals of Tennessee, 283-540; also Hale and Merritt, a History 
of Tennessee and Tennesseans, I, Chap. XI; and Caldwell’s Con- 
stitutional History of Tennessee, Chap. III. 
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John Ingram} to John Steele 


FAYETTEVILLE 21st. January 1789 

Dear Sir 

Bob’s’ being in Salisbury I can’t say but I am very much 
pleased with, for I had no intention he should go out again in 
the voluntier—you now see him & has known him before, what 
is the mode of making him a good man with most convenience 
to himself? he mentions your kind intention of putting him to 
school, your plan in my oppinion would be a more eligiable plan 
than this for him, you would in all probabillity be rendering 
him a very great service if you would have yourself appointed 
his guardian at your next Court—his running away from the 
vessell I am not at all surprized at, that was the only fear I 
had on his acct— while absent, lest he should leave the ship in 
Europe and then might (if worse could be) fall in with people 
not as good as those he left 

Mr. G. Hooper? & myself have entered into trade here & at 
Wilmington, here Ingram & Hooper, there H & I, we have just 


‘John Ingram was a physician and merchant. He appears to 
have served a temporary hospital for continental soldiers at Camp- 
bellton (Fayetteville after 1784) both with food and medical serv- 
ice in 1780. State Records of North Carolina, Vol. XV, p. 314. In 
a letter of Archibald Maclaine to George Hooper, February 16, 1782, 
Maclaine speaks of Ingram’s professional skill with great respect. 
State Records, Vol. XVI, p. 513-14. 

Robert Cochran, of Fayetteville, son of Ronert Cochran who 
married Anne Nesfield, a widow, who by her first) marriage was the 
mother of Mary Nesfield, the wife of John Steele. The young 
Robert Cochran was therefore half-brother to Steele’s wife. The 
editor is of the opinion that Mrs. Anne Nesfield’s maiden name 
was Ingram, and that she was a sister of Dr. John Ingram. Robert 
Cochran, the younger, represented Fayetteville in the Commons in 
1796, 1802 and 1804, was a merchant at Fayetteville and Wilming- 
ton and Collector of Customs for the District of Cape Fear from 
1807 to 1820. Dr. Archibald Henderson, a descendant of Steele, sup- 
plied the data from family records relative to Mrs. Anne Nes- 
field’s marriage to the elder Robert Cochran. 

’George Hooper, of Wilmington, brother to William Hooper, a 
signer of the Declaration of Independence. The Hoopers had a 
checkered Revolutionary history because of a trend toward Tory 
principles and George, for a time, was in exile from his home and 
family. See A. Maclaine to George Hooper, State Records, Vol. 
XVI, p. 313. Also Ashe’s sketch of William Hooper in Biog. Hist. 
of N. C., Vol. VII, 233. 
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oppened a small asortment in both places, recd. by the charming 
Polly who left London in October, if you or any of your friends 
should have any business at either of the places, we will be 
happy in receiving your commands— 

I have taken the liberty of addressing a box & a hat in 
which there is a pair of thread stockings to you for Bob, which 
I hope will arrive safe, will you be so good as procure him any 
little things he may want there, this request I do not make on 
a supposition you would not have done so without any such, but 
to add law to your inclinations 

will you present my compliments to Mrs. Steele 


John Steele Esq. I am your humble servt. 
Salisbury Joun IncRaM. 
[ Endorsed | 


From Dr. Ingram 
relative to Bob. Cochran. 
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Ja(mes) Iredell to John Steele. 


Eprnton Feb. 17th 1789. 

Dear Sir 

Few things that ever happened to me in my life affected me 
with greater surprise and pleasure, that the distinguished and 
I am sure most unexpected honour of having the new county 
that has been formed out of Rowan called by my name. I have 
reason to believe Sir, that this has been in a great measure 
owing to your kind partiality, and I feel not a little pride in 
thinking that I have been able to recommend myself so strongly 
to your esteem. Permit me to return you my sincere thanks 
for so flattering a proof of it, and to request that you will be 


Ne ie a 
Iredell County, erected in 1788, on motion of John Steele, was 
named for James Iredell, of Edenton. Iredell, besides being preémi- 
nent in the legal profession in the State, had just attracted wide at- 
tention as leader of the Federalists in the Hillsborough Convention 
in the summer of this same year, 1788. In 1790 Washing'ton ap- 
pointed him to the U. S. Supreme Court Bench, where he served 
until his death in 1799. The Life and Correspondence of James Ire- 
dell, by Griffith J. McRee, is a most important body of historical 
materials for the period covered. 
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pleased to express my acknowledgments in the warmest manner 
to the other gentlemen from your part of the County who con- 
curred upon me so great a distinction. My opportunities of 
rendering any public service have been very few, though no 
man’s heart is more warmly disposed to the public Interests 
than mine. I think neither you nor myself could give stronger 
proof of it than in supporting with all the earnestness in our 
power a Constitution which, in my opinion, gave us the only 
ehance of being rescued from the dreadful evil of universal 
anarchy, which is as far removed from true Liberty, as Des- 
potism itself. But unfortunately few can be sufficiently sensible 
of this danger, though all are deeply impressed with the other. 

The Manuscript of our Debates’ came to my hands very 
lately. We were afraid we should have no other resource but 
getting them printed at New York, and had wrote to Dr. 
Williamson accordingly, who engaged to see the work well 
done. Finding however that Hodge and Wills would have an 
interest in the publication of the Law, owing to circumstances 
that were unavoidable, I have made an agreement with them 
and hope the whole will be printed by the beginning of May. 
They would not purchase the copy, but have agreed to give 
credit for the expence, and I think there can be no doubt but 
that will be reimbursed by the sale. I think to have 1000 
copies struck off, and you shall have a large share of them. 

I enclose you our two latest News papers, and sincerely 
assure you that I am ; 

With very great respect and esteem, 
Dear Sir 
Your faithful & obliged 
Servant 
Ja. [REDELL. 
A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


1Debates in the Hillsborough Convention of 1788. A Mr. Rober- 
son attended the convention July 25-Aug. 4, 1788, as stenographer. 
From Roberson’s notes Iredell and Wm. R. Davie assumed the re- 
sponsibility and care of publication, which was done at Edenton on 
the press of Hodge and Wills and appeared in June, 1789. Iredell 
and Davie suffered some pecuniary loss in the matter, but per- 
formed an inestimable service to the history of the State. Cf. McRee, 
Life and Correspondence of James Iredell, II, 235. 
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John Steele to Governor Samuel Johnston! 


Satisspury February 19th., 1789 
Sir, 

I would have done myself the honour to have written to your 
Excellency sooner, but nothing conclusive hath been done by the 
Comumrs. of the indian department untill very lately.— 

I met by appointment the Superintendt. and Commr. of 
South Carolina at Ninety-Six in that State on the 2nd. Monday 
of the present month, at which time we arranged all the busi- 
ness that was necessary to be done previous to the treaty.— 

For information I refer you to the papers inclosed, by which 
you will observe that we have agreed upon the time and place 
recominended by the legislature of North Carolina.— 

The treaty with the Creeks is not finally agreed upon, owing 
in some measure to the poverty of Georgia,” and indeed it is a 
doubt with me whether it will be held next summer, unless the 
money can be raised by Subscription, or a loan negociated from 
South-Carolina.— 

The South Carolina Commr. informed us at our last meeting 
that two Cherokees have lately been killed, and their hunting 
camp plundered, but it is not known whether it was done by 
Citizens of No. or So. Carolina, he at the same time informed 
us that some of the people of Washington District® have lately 
carried an expedition into the nation, surprised a town and 
brought off a considerable number of prisoners, but shed no 
blood—both of which have been done since the date of your 


1S$amuel Johnston (1733-1816), of Chowan, statesman of the 
transition period from colony to state, member of the Continental 
Congress 1780-82, Governor for three terms (1787-1789), and first 
senator chosen by North Carolina after entry into the Union. See 
McRee’s Life of James Iredell for much of the correspondence of 
Samuel Johnston; Ashe in Biog. Hist. of N. C., IV, 241-251; and 
the editor’s Federalism in North Carolina, Chap. 2, for intimate 
views of Johnston. 

*Making a treaty with the Indians always involved a considerable 
outlay in supplies, etc., for gifts to the tribe as a whole and the 
chiefs in particular. 

8’The Washington District comprehended the settlements of Wa- 
tauga and Holston across the mountains and was recognized under 
the above name by the North Carolina Provincial Congress Novem- 
ber 19, 1776. C. R., X, 925-6. 
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proclamation.—This ungovernable Spirit of the white people 
will render it very difficult for the Commrs. to effect a peace.— 

Perhaps it might not be amiss or unnecessary for the 
Commrs. to be furnished with an order to the Commanding 
Officer of Washington-district, requireing him to deliver these 
indians.—Will your Excellency be kind enough to direct me 
change: if your Excellency thinks so please to forward it to 
me by the bearer.— 

It will be necessary that I shou’d be furnished with the 
resolutions of Congress respecting indian affairs previous to the 
treaty, if your Excellency has been served with them, I will be 
glad to have them forwarded also— 

It is now time that I should know from whom I am to 
receive the 3333 4% dollars voted by the General Assembly in 
their last Sessions pursuant to the resolution of Congress—I 
suppose the treasurer has not any gold and silver in his pos- 
sesston—— 

The legislature have advised me to obtain an extension of the 
boundary of this State as far as the dividing Ridge between 
Little River and Tenassee if possible—Congress by private 
instructions’ have absolutely forbidden the Commrs. or any of 
them to demand the session of a single foot of land from the 
indians.— Will your Excellency be kind enough to direct me 
how to act? 

It shall be my care to furnish your Excellency with every 
information relative to indian affairs, which may seem worthy 
your attention.— 

I have the Honour to be 
Si, 
Your Excellency’s 
Most Obt. Huml. Sert. 
[ Address :] Jno. STEELE 
The Governor 

of 
No. Carolina. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collection N. C. Historical Society. 


14 copy of these instructions appears in American State Papers, 
Indian Affairs, I, 26. 
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John Steele to Governor Samuel Johnston 
x 


[9 April, 1789] 

Sur 

_ Your letter by the return of my express I had the honor to 
receive the contents whereof I have communicated to the 
Gentlemen with whom I am directed to cooperate. Mr. Winn 
superintendant & Genl Pickins Commisr. of So. Carolina have 
decided, that they will join me in no receit given for currency 
unless 50 per cent at least be added to make it equal to gold 
and silver and unless they join, or one other besides myself, 
the State cannot claim a credit from the Union—In this busi- 
ness unless the executive interposed, I fear in the event it will 
be discovered that the state hath ouwtwitted herself—The com- 
missioners have therefore directed me in the most ernest man- 
ner, again to urge your excellency, & the council to a reconsid- 
eration of the subject—we observe to your Excels. that congress 
voted ten thousand dollars for the purpose of giving peace to 
all the Indians Southward of the Ohio; that of these tribes the 
Creeks, Cherokees and Chickymogians [Chickamagas?] are 
hostile and the latter more particularly to No. Carolina ;—the 
Chykisaws complain also that our citizens under the authority 
of law have surveyed their lands without their consent and that 
they will never cede unless proper and adequate satisfaction 
be made. Your Excely. now sees (tho. no doubt you knew 
before) the objects & the funds wherewith we are intrusted 
—It is now necessary you should have an idea of the expense 
of these negotiations. We calculate upon 1000 or 1500 Indians 
who will attend the Cherokee-Treaty say nothing of the people, 
They must be fed 30 days, bring this expense only into 
contrast with this state’s quota, and that advanced in paper 
money too. The ballance must appear too contemptable 
to demand with hopes of success the Cession of their 
country—In 1783 the legislature voted £2500 to be devoted 
to the purchase which I am now directed to make—On the 
presumption that this purchase would take place, the law 
pass’d opening the land office. The Indians have not rec’d 
this sum, I will therefore take the liberty to submit to your 
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Excely whether it would not be proper to appropriate that sum 
at this time, in order to comply with the views of the General 
Assembly with respect to boundary, an affair which might be 
conducted free from any connection with the continental treaty. 
If this cannot be done, we must insist that the currency be 
made equal to specie. By either of these expedients my em- 
barrassment may be in some measure removed, and the true 
interest of the state promoted. 
Extract from the estimate of the Cherokee treaty, to wit, 


1200. bus.2indian -ortsk.c e935, £200 
100 head horned ecattle..........0022220022.... 500 
PLUME PERM ICE kag ele Ae Oe Seen ge DOE 20 
GO0rGalsy ruiies se 2s itera: 240 
40 soldiers officered......................-22---- 150 
BVA PONS KOLO eae. venue eS 150 

Aol US tr Cl Cac. Sh ce ee ea 73-6-8 

1333-6-8 


By the foregoing expence we have computed your Excely. 
will see in what predicament we are placed & that unless an 
addition be made the treaty must stand still, or at least an 
extension of the boundary will be impracticable—Georgia hath 
no money and nearly S. Carolina’s quota is already expended— 
the commissions say some must be reserved for the Creeks— 
I will conclude this long letter which I trust contains nothing 
improper, by assuring your Excely. that in all our negotiations 
my views shall invariably be directed to the interest of North 
Carolina, 

I have ete. 
Jno, STEELE 

Halifax 9th of April, 1789. 

[ Endorsed :] 


Letter to the Governor from Jno. Steele. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 
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William Blount to John Steele 


x 


Aveusta May 5th 1789 
Dear Sir, 

I cannot be with you at the Cherokee Treaty agreeable to 
Promise and I must rely on your goodness to excuse me. I find 
some Difficulty in conveying to you any Information on that 
head from this place having no papers here relative to the 
preceding treaties except that formed with the Cherokees by the 
State of South Carolina and Georgia at Dewitts Corner on 
the 20 May 1777. Inclosed I send you a Copy of it.—The 
first Article will show you that the State of South Carolina 
obtained a large Cession of Land from the Cherokees by the 
right of Conquest allowing them no manner of Compensation 
for it. The State has since sold these Lands to people who 
settled them. Some of them she gave to her officers as a Bounty 
for their Military services. 

The second Article will show that the State considers the 
Lands on which the Indians now live as hers namely the Lands 
laying “westward of the highest part of the Oconnee Moun- 
tain” as appears by the following words “and will permit the 
Cherokees during good Behaviour to inhabit the middle Settle- 
ments and Vallies westward of the highest part of the Oconnee 
Mountain” 

The Troops alluded to in the Treaty who were so successful in 
repeatedly defeating the Cherokee forces in the summer that 
preceded the time of its being formed were commanded by 
Colonel Williamson! of So. Carolina: they were not so numerous 
nor more victorious than those about the same time sent out 

Andrew Williamson, a Scot who lived near the upper Saluda 
River in South Carolina. He commanded the South Carolina con- 
tingent in the four states, (Virginia, North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina and Georgia) movement against the Cherokees in 1776. After 
the crushing of the Indians South Carolina and Georgia, laid their 
terms upon them at a treaty of date May 20, 1777 (Dewitts Corner). 
Virginia and North Carolina treated separately at the Long Island 
of Holston on July 20 following American State Papers, Indian 


Affairs, I. 431. Both groups of states required large cessions of ter- 
ritory. See Hale and Merritt, History of Tennessee, p. 66. 
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from North Carolina under the command of General Ruther- 
ford' nor did they “penetrate” farther into the Cherokee 
Country for if I recollect Rutherford marched his army “vic- 
torious” to and through all the Cherokee Towns situate withing 
the Limits of North Carolina. 

Then it follows of Consequence that North Carolina had and 
has all the Rights of Conquest So. Carolina had or has.—I 
have thought it necessary to make these observations to you 
because one of your Brother Commissioners at the treaty at 
Hopewell? as well as others of his then Brother Commissioners 
suggested, indeed said alcud, South Carolina had behaved better 
to the Indians than No. Carolina. I had not then seen this 
treaty and it may be that you may again hear suggestions of 
this kind—I do not wish to be given as the Author that such 
reflections were past on North Carolina at Hopewell; it may 
sour his disposition and make him obstinate and it will be your 
Business good humouredly to bring him to your purposes.— 
Hope-well the place which gives name to the Treaty is the 
Spot where that Gentleman now lives, it is within a Mile of 
Fort Rutledge and is a part of the Land obtained from the 
Cherokees by the Rights of Conquest as ceded by the first 
article and for which his state never paid any Consideration.— 
How can the Gentleman object to other People obtaining Lands 
on the same terms? The State of North Carolina ratified her 
Constitution in December 1776 which was after Rutherford’s 
Conquest of the Cherokees and in it she declared her limits or 
boundaries, a similar Declaration has been made by but few if 
any other States, namely that her North Boundary begins on 
the Sea Shore in 36° 30” and runs from thence west to the Miss- 
issippi (about 750 miles) that the South Boundary also begins 
on the Sea Shore in 33° 56’ and runs from thence north-west to 
the 35° and thence west to the Mississippi, the Atlantic Ocean and 
the Mississippi forming the eastern and the western Boundary. 
It does not follow that because Rutherford’s conquest was 
before this Declaration that the Declaration must be founded 
on the Conquest but it is certain that if North Carolina should 


1General Griffith Rutherford, note 5 p. 22. 
*Made November 28, 1785. See note 1, p. 21 (Cherokee Treaties). 
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find it necessary that she may with great Propriety in speaking 
with the citizens of So. Carolina make use of it as one of the 
Reasons if not the only one to support the Declaration. 

In 1788 when North Carolina open’d her Land office she 
went upon the principle of that Declaration and opened the 
office for the sale of any or all the unappropriated Lands within 
the above declared Limits except the part which she by act? 
of the Assembly of the same year and Session allotted to the 
Cherokees for their hunting grounds, that is, in the language 
of the Treaty of Dewitt’s Corner She (No. Caro.) will permit 
the Cherokees to inhabit the Lands by the said Act of 1783 
allotted to them. Now it will be proper to observe that the 
Cherokee Claim within the limits of North Carolina was, at the 
time of forming the Constitution, from the River Tennessee 
to a line which had been fixed (I believe by Governor Tryon”). 
Of this their deed to Richard Henderson* & others compre- 
hended nearly or quite all that Tract of Country contained in 
the District of Mero, and Henderson surrendered up his right 
to the State-—In fact I think Henderson’s deed mentions in- 
cluding all the waters of the Cumberland but this was at Hope- 
well thought too extensive to be admitted and if it had not been 
for this Deed to Henderson being produced that is so much of 
it as shewed the Extent of the Purchase from the Cherokees. 
I think the whole District of Mero would have been given up to 
the Cherokees. It is also to be observed that the Chickasaws 
claim a part of the same Land which the Cherokees claim as 
will appear by the treaties formed with both of them at Hope- 
well, namely the Lands laying between the South Boundary of 
the State and the South Boundary of the district of Mero, that 
is, a tract of Country extending East from the River Tennessee 
about one hundred and fifty Miles and in width, that is, from 
North to South thirty five miles. They both also claim the 


1Laws of North Carolina, 1715-1799 (Iredell), Chap. II, Art. 5, 
of the laws of 1783, p. 446. This act defined the limits of lands 
reserved to the Cherokees within the territory of the sovereign 
State of North Carolina. 

“William Tryon, colonial governor of North Carolina from De- 
cember 20, 1765, to February, 1771, being then transferred by the 
English government to the governorship of New York. 

3See note p. 24 (Instructions to John Steele, 4 Dec., 1788). 
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great Bend of Tennessee but that is nothing to you as it is not 
within the limits of North Carolina. The Land West of the 
Tennessee is claimed by the Chickasaws and not by the Cher- 
okees. So that deducting the Lands allotted to the Cherokees 
by the Act of 1783, the Lands contained within Henderson’s 
Deed and the Lands claimed by both Chickasaws and Cherokees 
it will appear that North Carolina has disposed of less of the 
lands claimed by the Cherokees than South Carolina took from 
them by what she calls the Right of Conquest. And _ beside 
there was a Treaty’ formed with the Cherokees shortly after 
Rutherfurd’s conquest, which I do not recollect ever to have 
seen, by Commissioners from North Carolina and Virginia, on 
the part of the former Colonel Avery” was one and of the latter 
Colonel Christian* was another; At this Treaty some Lands 
were ceded by the Cherokees which reduced the Lands claimed 
by them to a still less quantity. 

To the Rights of Conquest may be added that the Cherokees 
and the Indians generally attached themselves to the King of 
Great Britain considering him during the War as their Father 
over the great Water and that the King of Great Britain has 
given up by Treaty all the Lands claimed by any and all the 
Indians to the United States. 

The Treaty of Hope-well was made by Commissioners 
appointed by Congress under protests of the States of North 
Carolina and Georgia. The principle objection of the Agent* 
on the part of the State of North Carolina was that the Bounds 
fixed by the Treaty were different from those fixed by the Act 
of the Legislature of North Carolina in the year 1783. The 
Protests of both North Carolina and Georgia accompanyed 
the Treaty to Congress and were followed by sundry Resolu- 
tions of each of those States expressing their Disapprobation 
of the Treaty. Congress were embarrassed but after some 


1Long Island of Holston. See above note 1. 

2*Waightstill Avery, Joseph Winston, and Robert Lanier were the 
North Carolina commissioners at the Long Island of Holston Treaty, 
July 20, 1777. 

3Colonel William Christian, who commanded the Virginia forces 
against the Cherokees the preceding year. 

‘Blount was the agent of North Carolina who attended the treaty 
making at Hopewell in 1785 and protested its terms. ‘See note 1, 
p. 27. 
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Months the Treaties of Hopewell were entered on the Journal 
but no question of Ratification was taken on them as is always 
done with foreign Powers.—After the arrival of these Treaties 
at Congress both before and after they were entered on the 
Journals much was said by the members not only in Congress 
but out of doors to each other and in Committees of Congress 
on Indian affairs and all served only to convince Congress that 
they could not be carried into effect while North Carolina and 
Georgia continued their opposition. At length it was thought 
most expedient to permit the three Southern States each to 
appoint! a Commissioner and to hold another Treaty, the 
Commissioners when appointed to be Commisioners of Congress, 
not State, no more than if they had been appointed by Con- 
gress as those who formed the Treaty at Hope-well were. The 
Object of Congress in permitting each state to appoint a Com- 
missioner is that the rights of the State to complain against 
such Treaty as they may form may be cut off and that they may 
be bound to see the Treaties that may be formed carried inte 
effect. Hence you will see, though you are in fact a Conti- 
nental Commissioner, as you are a Citizen of North Carolina, 
how necessary it will be for you that in the treaty you shall 
form with the Cherokees you fix the same Line as is fixed by 
the Act of Allotment in 1783, or if this cannot be done that you 
agree to no treaty” 


4By resolution of Congress, October 26,1787. Journals of Congress, 
Vol. IV, 804. 

“It seems imperative at this point to define William Blount’s in- 
terest in and position on the proposed Indian Treaty. May 17, 1783, 
a legislative act declared the state’s western boundary to be the 
Mississippi River; the same act set aside a very large area as a 
reservation for the Cherokees and opened a land office for disposing 
of the residue in order to raise funds to pay off the state’s debt. 
Without any further extinguishment of the Indians’ title to land 
outside the reservation area the State began to dispose of the land 
in exchange for her outstanding military service certificates and 
other forms of indebtedness. James Glasgow, Secretary of State in 
North Carolina, John Grey Blount, William Blount, Thomas Blount, 
and a great many others in 1784 made entries and got warrants 
for these lands. In 1785 (Nov. 28) the Treaty of Hopewell be- 
tween the United States and the Cherokees disregarded the North 
Carolina Act of May 17, 1783, and drew a line between the United 
States and the Cherokees which left the recently surveyed North 
Carolina grants on the Indian side of the boundary. Blount had pro- 
tested the treaty in 1785 as North Carolina’s representative. The 
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As you were a member of the Committee to which my two 
motions were last Session referred and which were unanimously 
entered into by the House, it is not necessary for me to recite 
the substance of them, indeed I suppose you have Copies of 
them, and it is my Opinion you ought to consider them as 
possible Instructions to you on the Subject of Boundary from 
which you cannot depart. I know it will be said that some 
Whites have settled on the Lands allotted to the Indians by the 
Act of 1783, and it is too true, but if I may judge from the 
Temper of the last General Assembly I have no doubt but the 
State of North Carolina will, on the Indians expressing their 
satisfaction of the Allotment, remove those Intruders from their 
hunting Grounds.—You will have the pleasure to receive this 
at the Hands of the Honorable Judge Osborne’ who has seen 
the Contents and to whom I have ventured to say on your 
Part that Nothing in your power would be wanting to effect 
an advantageous Treaty with the Creeks: a thing very essential 
to the Happyness of the infant State of Georgia. You will 
recollect when you were appointed I told you that I thought 
you and the Commissioner of the State of Georgia from the 
Similarity of the Circumstances of the two States would readily 
agree in such Measures as would tend to the Interest of both: 
Matthews was then Commissioner but I have no reason to alter 
my Opinion since I have had the pleasure of the acquaintance 
of the Gentleman who supplies his place and I have my hopes 
that the Gentleman of Hope-well? will be brought to think 
different from what he did at the Hope-well Treaty.—Do not 
permit any Body to read this Letter, for the World is full of 


treaty was thus held up and was not ratified until November 21, 
1789. Blount’s above letter is of date May 5, 1789, and his purpose 
is to secure a new treaty, by commissioners of Congress, with boun- 
daries conforming to the North Carolina Act of 1783. See American 
State Papers, Indian Affairs, Vol. I, 623-625, for a resume of the 
situation. 

1Henry Osborne of Georgia, to take the place of George Mathews 
as that state’s representative at the proposed treaty. He was at 
this time a judge of Superior Court and later became Chief Justice 
of the State. 

"The reference is to General Andrew Pickens, the S. C. Commis- 
sioner, whom Blount distrusts as to complaisance in such a treaty 
as Blount desires Steele to make. Pickens lived at Hopewell on 
the Upper Saluda. 
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Misrepresentation and perhaps some part of it if truly stated 
might injure me with Individuals——I am told Billy Groves* 
is to be with you, be pleased to present him with my Compli- 
ments.— With respect and esteem I am dear Sir, 
Your most Obedient 
Humble Servant 
John Steele esquire Wa. Brount 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


John Steele to Richard Winn 


May 5, 1789 
Sir, 

This will be handed you by Express, the design of which is 
to inform you that the business committed to me, under our 
arrangements, at Cambridge I have executed.— 

My applications to the Executive of this State for Specie, or 
an additional sum have been entirely fruitless, in consequence 
of which we shall be obliged to draw upon the quota of your 
State— 

Before I knew the final decision of the Council and on the 
supposition that the Currency would have been made equall to 
gold, and Silver, I made my purchases, and am now possessed of 
scarce money eno’ to reach the War-ford— 

Next Monday I propose to set out with five Waggons, and 
forty Soldiers The expence of travelling will be enormous, and 
unless you meet me at Burke Court House” with money about 
the middle of that Week, I am not sure that I shall be able to 
reach the place destined for the treaty— 

I have furnished the articles mentioned in the estimate 
generally, and of good quality, except the Meat and Bread, 
which was allotted to our friend Pickens—I hope he hath acted 
his part— 

William Barry Grove, of Fayetteville, representative (Federalist) 
in Congress 1791-1803. 


*Soon thereafter called Morganton in honor of General Daniel 
Morgan of Revolutionary history. 
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Should General Pickens have the money in possession, it will 
certainly be necessary to inform him of my situation by express, 
that our affairs may be as little embarrassed as possible 

That I may have the pleasure of seeing you, in Burke, at 
the time mentioned is my wish. An answer by the bearer 

Yours 
[ Endorsed : | Jno. Steere Commr. 
Copy of a letter to Genl. Winn? 
dated 5th may 1789 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


John Steele to General Henry Knox? 


[May 22—1790] 
Sir, 

In pursuance of sundry resolutions of the old Congress 
relative to indian affairs the three Southern states were called 
on to appoint Commrs. and advance a sum not exceeding ten 
thousand dollars, for the purpose of treating with the Creeks 
and Cherokees. No. Carolina appointed me and advanced 
£1333, Cr. 8 paper currency to be appropriated under the 
directions of the Commrs. jointly. £1048 of this money was 
applied by order of the-Commrs. to the purchase of goods 
under my direction for the Cherokee Treaty, a further sum was 
applied to defray certain expenses in transporting these goods 
to the Warford of French Broad River, where we had notified 
previously the indians to attend. They did not punctually 
attend on the 25th. May 1789 the time appointed. The 
Commrs. were likewise scrupulous in holding a treaty within 


TRichard Winn, of Winnsboro, S. C., Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs for the United States in the Southern Department. See 
Steele to Winn, December 14, 1788. 

*Henry Knox (1750-1806), of Massachusetts, was Secretary of War 
under the Continental Congress from 1785 to the inauguration of 
the Government under the present Constitution. President Wash- 
ington then appointed him to the same office in the new Govern- 
ment and he served this post until he resigned in December, 1794. 
For a good biography see Noah Brooks’ Henry Knox, a Soldier of the 
Revolution. 
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the limits of a State not then in Union, in short many dif- 
ficulties intervened, but finally it was resolved after having * 
examined the invoices and goods purchased, that the Store 
keepers should remove them except so much as would be 
necessary to defray certain expenses, to the house of William 
Davidson Esq on Swannanoa there to be stored on behalf of 
the United States, untill further order should be had thereon.— 

Genl. Winn the Supt. was at this time not in office, but 
Genl. Pickens the elder Commr. I presume reported the trans- 
actions to the Presdt. or yourself.’ 

I think it however my duty to remind you that these goods 
are chiefly woolen. that they have already lain one summer, 
and if not disposed of shortly must be totally and inevitably 
ruined. I shall return to No. Carolina as soon as Congress 
adjourns and I will personally assist in making any arrange- 
ments in this behalf which you may think proper to direct.” 

I am Sir 
With great esteem 
Your Mst. Obt. 

To Genl. Knox (John Steele) 

May 22d. 1790 
{ Endorsed :] 

Copy of a letter to 

Genl Knox 
May 22 1790 
Indian Affairs 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Indian Affairs were conducted by a bureau of the War Depart- 
ment. 


The references to men and facts in the above letter are suf- 
ficiently explained by the correspondence of Steele with Johnston, 
Blount, Winn and others in the years 1788 and 1789 above. 
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Richard Winn to John Steele 


9th. May 1789 

Sir 

Your letter by the Express was handed me last Evening. 
I am glad to find you have so faithfully procured the Articles 
so far in your power for carrying the Treaty into effect with 
the Cherokees, but am sorry to say on the other hand, that the 
Executive of your State have not allowed us in advance for the 
depreciated currency that you may have rec’d, but however, 
I can assure you that the State of South Carolina is well 
disposed to do everything in their power on this business. 
General Pickens is in percession of the Money, and to him I 
will without loss of time send an Express, letting him know 
your Situaticn. I think at this time our intended treaty with 
the Cherokees to be rather premiture, as having heard nothing 
from Congress, General Pickens, nor rec’d an answer from the 
Indians to our Talk sent them, which leads me to beleave the 
Treaty will not take place at the time we appointed. you will 
please Recolect that when General Pickens went to the Nation, 
if he found the Indians not prepaired to Meet, he was to fix 
on some other time, therefore I cannot advise for you to go 
forward untill I here from the General, which as soon as it 
comes to hand shall be sent you. Should you move on you had 
better not proceed further than Burke Court House untill you 
heare further from me, for I conceive it will be useless as well 
as dangerous to Carry the public stores beyond the Mountains 
untill their is the greatest certainty of the Treaties taken place. 
As I know you to be a frugal Man your own good Sense will 
point out to you to direct for the best untill you heare further 

I am with great Respect your 
Obedient humble Servt. 
To Jno. Steele Esq. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 
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Elijah Clark to Governor George Walton (of Georg) * 


Copy of a letter, Brigadier General Clark to his honor the 
Governor, dated Washington May 29th. 1789— 


Sir, 

Yesterday evening four oclock I received information from 
the Creeks brought by five headmen of the Cherokees who had 
attended the Creek nation to settle a dispute between the two 
nations.—The Express came upwards of two hundred miles in 
three days from the Cherokees, informing that three hundred 
Creeks set off from their towns the twenty second instant :— 
and that a runner was sent to the Cowetas for one hundred 
more to join them.—I was informed their intention was to fall 
on the frontier of GEORGIA and commence hostilities near 
the Cherokee Corner the twenty-eighth instant.—I sent express 
to alarm the different parts, and in the mean [time], ordered 
that a part of the militia should march to their relief.—The 
express returned at four OClock this afternoon with accounts 
that a fort was attacked near that place this morning by thirty 
Indians, and a considerable number more seen in different 
places—One man was killed at the fort. The militia first 
raised will be on the ground this evening.—I am collecting a 
reinforcement and am in hopes to be there myself to-morrow 
with five hundred men.—These Cherokees further say that they 
understand that five hundred Creeks were ordered to the lower 
part of Georgia; and that they saw the three hundred first 
mentioned, draw their amunition and march with orders from 


4From the date and content, as well as author, the editor has 
assumed this letter to be to Governor George Walton, Governor 
of Georgia throughout the year 1789. 

*Hlijah Clark was a brigadier-general of militia in Georgia during 
the Revolution and rendered effective service. Offended at the terms 
of the Treaty of New York, entered into 1790, between the Federal 
Government and Alexander McGillivray for the Creek Indians (this 
treaty contravening the terms of one made with the same tribes by 
himself and General Twiggs for Georgia in 1785), Clark, with a 
large body of Georgia frontiersmen, made a forcible settlement in 
Creek territory and had to be removed by force in 1794. See Ste- 
vens’ History of Georgia, II, 400-406. 
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Mc.Gillvery’ to destroy the new counties at all events by burning 
houses; and in case of resistance to take their property and 
kill them.—From these and other co-operating circumstances 
I have every reason to believe they are determined on hostilities. 
—We are entirely out of ammunition, and hope a supply will 
be forwarded as soon as possible.—I shall call on the contractor 
for supplies and hope they will meet with approbation 

I am your Honor’s Humble servant 

Exisau Ciark 
N.B. The fort attacked is in Wilks County 
A true copy by order of the executive 
J. Mrerriwetuer 8.C.C. 
In Council Augusta May 31st 1789 
Ordered unanimously, 

That it be assured that the most effect- 
ual measures shall be taken immediately in the power of the 
executive, to make for the support of the frontier, and the 
general defence of the state. 

Extract from the minutes and published by order of the 
Executive 
J. Merriwetuer S8.C.C, 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


1Alexander McGillivray, the famous Chief of the Creek Nation, 
was the son of Lachlon McGillivray, a Scot resident in Georgia, who 
had amassed a large fortune in trade with the Indians. His mother 
was a half-blood, Creek and French. Well educated, the young Mc- 
Gillivray nevertheless refused the business career his father de- 
signed him for, and became the leader of the Creek Nation. He 
coéperated with the English during the Revolution. Then he at- 
tached himself in secret treaty to Spain after the Revolution and 
kept the border in turmoil. In 1790 he ‘traveled in state to New 
York, was received by the Senate and President Washington, entered 
into a solemn treaty which the President proclaimed August 13, 
1790. The treaty of New York hampered the wily McGillivray but 
slightly, it being a fact that he remained in the pay of the Spanish 
until the day of his death, February 17, 1793. See American State 
Papers, Indian Affairs, I, 28, et seq., for the diplomacy and activity 
of this remarkable man. 
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Commissioners to the Cherokees 
[June 7, 1789] 


To the Headman Chief and Warriors of the Cherokees— 


Friends and Brothers— 

Agreeable to our appointment with you we met at this place 
expecting to have the pleasure of meeting you to Settle all dis- 
putes that have subsisted between you and the white people; 
We have waited here for you twelve days and we are now 
obliged to go to meet the Creeks on the Oconee the 20th. of this 
month so that we Can Stay no longer, We are thus under the 
necessity of postponing the treaty with you til some other time 
that will be appointed and made Convenient for both. We are 
sorry to find that the people of Cumberland have reason to com- 
plain many of their people have been killed by the Indians. 
You all know that the people of Cumberland made no encroach- 
ment on your Lands, the Line was settled at Senica, and the 
people of Cumberland do not go over it. we hope none of your 
people are concerned in such mischief, as it would interrupt the 
good intentions of Congress towards your people. We expect 
you will put a stop to all such proceedings against any of our 
people until we meet you in treaty when we have no doubt of 
settling all matters to your satisfaction 

Upper War Ford French Anpr. Pickens 

Broad River June 7 1789 } Joun STEELE 

H. Ossorne 

Copy of a talk 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 
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John Steele to James Carey 


[June 8, 1789] 
Sir, 

Last Saturday night we received very disagreeable accounts 
from the Creeks which obliged General Pickens & the Commr 
of Georgia to leave this place before Capt. Smith returned to 
inform us of the good intentions of the Cherokees. 

As the other Commrs. could not possibly stay any longer they 
requested me to stay and hear the answer of yr. people, give to 
the Headmen a. talk of peace and agree upon another time to 
hold the treaty. As the other Commisrs. are gone away the 
red people may perhaps be afraid of receiving some damage 
from some of our bad people, but Genl. Mc.Dowals? & myself 
both pledge our honor that they shall not receive the smallest 
injury, but on the other hand [be] kindly treated—It will not 
be necessary to bring many of the common Indians, I only want 
to speak with the headmen, but I shall leave to your own dis- 
cretion how many to turn back and how many to bring, this 
however I will observe to you, that as I only mean to hold a 
peace talk, it will not be in my power to give presents, and 
therefore the common people had not better come.—I wish you 
to assure the Indians that it is my desire, that all disputes 
between the white people and red should be settled on principles 
of humanity, & justice and all reports from Mr. Bellue® & 


1James Carey was a Cherokee of substance and repute who often 
served his people and the whites as interpreter. In 1792 the Chero- 
kees requested the Federal Government, through Governor William 
Blount (Southwestern Territory), to recognize Carey officially as 
their interpreter. American State Papers, Indian Affairs, I, 245. 

2Major-General Joseph McDowell (1758-1795), of Pleasant Gar- 
dens, Burke County. He was a member of Rutherford’s expedition 
against the Cherokees in 1776; fought at Ramsour’s Mills, June 20, 
1780; commanded the Burke and Rutherford militia in the battle 
of Kings Mountain in October, 1780, and closed his military serv- 
ice in the battle of Cowpens, January 17, 1781. He was a member 
of the 3d and 5th congresses. See Wheeler’s Reminiscences, p. 84, 
et seq. for further services of McDowell. 

*Bennet Ballew lived long among the Cherokees as their prisoner 
during the Revolution. In August, 1789, he journeyed to New York 
as agen't plenipotentiary from the chiefs and head warriors of 
that nation and laid a memorial before President Washington pro- 
testing the infringement by North Carolina of the Hopewell Treaty 
of 1785. American State Papers, Indian Affairs, I, 56. 
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Seviere,’ or any other person are false if they attempt to make* 
you believe otherwise.—As I am obliged to attend the Creek 
Treaty on the 20th. inst. I would be glad [if] you would be as 
expeditious as possible—In hopes of seeing you & taking the 
Headmen by the hand I am with respect and consideration 
Yr. mst. Obet. Huml. Sert. 
Jno. STEELE Commissr 
of indian affairs [under the United Congress |? 


Mr. Cairy, Linguist 
june 8th, 1789 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Deposition of Anthony Forman? 


[June 15, 1789] 

N. Carolina 
The Diposition of Anthony Forman: taken before me a Justice 

of the peace for the County of Burke 

That Bennet Belew* aplyed to sd. Forman for to assign him 
as linguister to bring about a liese or purchase of land from the 
Cherokee Indians in a private fraudulent manner and sd. 
Deponent farther saith that the lands perticularly mentioned 
by the above Belew was the land lieing between French Broad 
and Tennessee and that said Belew told him that he was em- 


1General John Sevier. See note 7, Blount Letter, January 17, 1789. 

The bracketed clause is crossed out in the manuscript, proving 
that Steele yet had some uncertainty as to his status as commis- 
sioner. 

%Anthony Forman (or Foreman) seems to have been an inter- 
preter whose sympathies strongly inclined toward the North Caro- 
lina party as against both the followers of Sevier in the inde- 
pendent state movement and against the Cherokees in the trans- 
mountain country. See State Records, XXII, 1007 for his deposition 
against Sevier, date January 26, 1789. 

4Note 3, Steele to Carey, June 8, 1789. 
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ployed by David Ross, John Sevier, and Jos. Martin? and 
Company to bring about said lise or purchase and that David 
Ross was to advance the goods for the purchase of sd. land as 
far as the banks of Tenesee, Sd. Deponent also saith that the 
above mentioned Belew passed himself to the Indians as a man 
from Congress that he was come to them to help them do their 
business and Desired that some of the indians would go with 
him to Congress and endeavor to have him appointed Superin- 
tendent as it was in his power to bring about matters greatly to 
their advantage and that the sd. Belew told the Indians that it 
was not the desire of Congress that the people that lived on the 
land between French Broad and Tenesee should hold sd. land 
but that they should be removed and the Indians should 
have it— 

Sd. deponent also saith that the above Belew advised the 
indians not to attend the treaty at Swanannoa that it was only 
the intention of the Commissioners to call them together to 
purchase land from them and that when Alexander Dromgold 
was sent from the Assembly of North Carolina with letters to 
the Chirokee Indians that said Belew Directed the Deponent as 
linguester to inform the indians that it was the intention of 
North Carolina to call them to a treaty to purchase their lands 


1David Ross was an important producer of iron in Campbell Coun- 
ty, Virginia, during the Revolution. In 1786 he petitioned the legis- 
lature of North Carolina for a grant of trans-mountain land just 
south of the Virginia border for the purpose of setting up iron 
works thereon. S. R. XVIII, 787. The petition being granted he 
set up a furnace and forge, either in 1788 or 1789, at the junction 
of the two forks of the Holston just below the Long Island and 
near the Virginia line. He seems to have shipped his product, with 
other produce, by boat to the lower settlements and to New Orleans. 
Cf. History of Tennessee, the Goodspeed Publishing Company, 1886. 

2Joseph Martin (1740-1808), “adventurer and pioneer, frontiers- 
man and soldier, Indian diplomat and Indian agent,” was a Virginian 
who was among the first white men to pass across the Alleghenies 
and enter the fertile valleys beyond (1769). He participated in all 
the Indian wars incident to the Revolution, in 1777 being commis- 
sioned by Governor Patrick Henry of Virginia as agent and super- 
intendent of Cherokee affairs for Virginia, his especial duty to be 
the enforcement of the Treaty of Long Island of Holston of the 
20th of July 1770. He built a stone house at Long Island of Hol- 
ston, within the limits of N. C. and resided there for many years, 
as agent of Virginia, of North Carolina and of Congress. For an 
adequate sketch of his remarkable activities see Weeks, in Biog. 
Hist. of N. C., I1, 240-250. 
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and that the state had given Dromgold: three hundred pound 
to bring it about— 

The Deponant farther saith that sd. Belew informed the 
Indians that Colo. Sutton on Chuckey was raising a party of 
men to attend the treaty each man to be furnished with ten days 
provisions and that he expected it would be attended with bad 
consequences—Certified by me this 15th day of June 1789 

Wm. Davidson. J.P. A true copy. 

Artuon. Forman. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Benjamin McCulloch? to John Steele 


Exrxmarsu® Oct. 5th: 1789. 
Dear Str 
your fay. of the 25 Ult. came safe to hand by Mr. Long* 
with the £7 which I expect will answer every expence attending 
your mare, I have also received of Mr. Long the certificates for 
the ballance you owed me, I believe they are right tho’ have 


1Alexander Dromgoole was dispatched December 2, 1788, by Gov- 
ernor Samuel Johnston as a special agent, in advance of the com- 
mission, to bear friendly “talks” to the Cherokees, Creeks, and af- 
filiated tribes and to notify them of the coming of the commission 
for negotiations. Hxzecutive Letter Book, S. R., XXI, 508, 515. Drom- 
goole arrived among the Cherokees January 18, 1789, delivered the 
Governors “talk” to them, dispatched their reply to the Governor 
and hastened southward in a three months’ journey in search of 
McGillivray of the Creeks, only to find him absent on a visit to 
the Spanish at Pensacola. S. R. XXI, 529-31. 

?Benjamin McCulloch, of Halifax, represented his county in the 
State Assembly, 1781-1786. In 1784 he was one of a commission en- 
trusted by the State with the task of settling accounts with the 
soldiers of the Continental Line. The commission was given the 
power, after using up a certain specified sum, to issue state cer- 
tificates for settlement of remaining claims (Laws of North Caro- 
lina, 1784, Chap. XV). McCulloch, with others of lesser note con- 
nected with the issue, abused the public trust, was tried by a special 
court for fraud, was convicted (1787) and suffered a penalty of 
£4,000 and a year in jail. 

°*Wlkmarsh was the name of McCulloch’s country seat near Halifax. 

‘Probably Alexander Long, a wealthy landowner of Rowan County, 
related by marriage to McCulloch. Rumple, History of Rowan 
County, 260-261. 
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not had an opportunity of calculating exactly, by Mr. Long 
you will receive the note you gave me for the payment of the 
certificates, and inclosed you will receive the pedigree of the 
filley I sold you last spring and hope she will be a credit to 
the race, and very profitable to you, Oh my God, my dear friend 
what is there in this life I would not give that is in my power 
that I was in the same situation now that I then was,—nothing. 
As for the news of this place must beg leave to refer you to Mr. 
Long by whom I hope you will receive your mare safe and with 
foal by the noted old Horse Mark Anthony, shall be ever happy 
to hear from you, and to render you any service in my power, 
my Father’ desires his best respects to you— 

May Health and Happiness attend you and yours is the 
wish of Your 

Sincere Friend 
& disconsolate 
B. MCurioc# 
John Steele Esquire 
[| Address : ] 
John Steele Esquire 
Salsbury 
Hand. by 
Mr. Long 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Halifax, This is to certifie that a chesti ut sorrel filley I sold 
John Steele Esquire last April was foaled the 20th. of May 
1786. She was got by the noted horse old Selim her dam by old 
Fearnought her grandam by old James out of a good mare, 
given under my hand this 5th. day of October 1789. 


B. MCurttocu 


1Alexander McCulloch, member of the Council of three Colonial 
Governors, Arthur Dobbs, 1754-65, William Tryon, 1765-71, and 
Josiah Martin, 1771-76. 
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John Hamilton! to John Steele 


[27 Feb. 1790] 
Sir, 

Permit me to congratulate you on your acquisition of a seat 
in Congress & to wish you every honor & success, which the most 
sanguine expectations of the people in their happy choice can 
possibly afford. 

Conceiving it to be a necessary part of that Duty & respect 
which I owe to a person in your high situation I use the 
freedom of acquainting you that my friends have urged me to 
sollicit for the office of federal attorney for this District?—the 
task imposed upon me of begging an appointment is of all 
others the most disagreable & with much pain & disquietude of 
Mind I have struggled thro’ an address to the President—My 
friends have informed me that the President hath already put 
my Name in his Roll & I am hopeful that you will not esteem 
me impertinent in requesting your Influence & Interest in 
promoting the object of my wishes with his Excellency. I shall 
ever esteem it as the highest honor conferred upon 

Sir 
your most obdt. humble 
J. Hamitton 
Edenton 27 Feby. 1790 
The Honl. Mr. Steele 
in 
Congress 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


1John Hamilton was a member of the Commons for the borough 
of Edenton 1789-1792. 

?Hamilton did not receive this appointment, the office going in- 
stead to John Sitgreaves, of Craven. Sitgreaves was advanced to 
the Federal bench as judge of the North Carolina District upon 
the death of Judge John Stokes in October, 1790. William Hill 
succeeded Sitgreaves as attorney for the United States for the 
District of North Carolina. 
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William Blount to John Steele 


Greene VitLE Sunday April 18th 1790 
My dear Sir, 

Be pleased to accept my congratulations on your Election, 
an Event of which myself and your Friends who are numerous 
in this quarter very sincerely rejoiced. The Cession of Western 
territory! offered by this State to the United States I am taught 
to believe is accepted. I wish to be Governor of it and shall 
feel myself honored in your interesting yourself in my Behalf 
with the President or others*—The Report? of the Secretary of 
the Treasury has no advocates in this state that I have seen or 
heard of, I mean Residents, for I have seen speculators* on cer- 
tificates in plenty at Hillsboro Court and no doubt they are 
friendly to it—they were giving for Auditors’ 5s paper, interest 
not counted, for Halifax Military,® 5s hard, Interest not 


7The deed of session transferring North Carolina’s western ter- 
ritory (Tennessee) to the Federal Government was executed by 
the State’s two senators, Samuel Johnston and Benjamin Hawkins, 
and accepted by an act of Congress approved April 2, 1790. Annals 
of Congress, 1st Cong. II, 2208. 

*Blount’s nomination as Governor of “the territory of the United 
States South of the Ohio River’ was sent to the Senate on the 
Wth of June, 1790. See also note 1 to Blount letter January 17, 
1789. 

sHamilton’s report on financial reorganization of the country. 
See note 3, Winston Letter, June 20, 1790. 

4As soon as it appeared that the Federal Congress would fund the 
debt of the Confederation, and assume the debts of the states also, 
speculators hastened to undertake to purchase from individuals 
such certificates of indebtedness, national and State, as the un- 
wary holders would sell. The unleashing of this host of spectators 
was one of the effective arguments with which the opponents of 
assumption held up the measure for a considerable period in 1790. 

*Auditor’s certificates, first issued under a law of 1781 (State Rec- 
ords, XXIV, 373). They were originally issued for the purpose of 
settling all claims against the Sta’ce for supplies furnished or im- 
pressed during the war. These auditor’s certificates were made re- 
ceivable for public dues, to be exempt from taxation, and to bear 
10 per cent interest. See Haywood’s Manual, page 94, et seq., for a 
digest of the certificates’ history. 

*A commission was set up by law in 1784 (S. R. XXIV, 566) for 
the purpose of liquidating the State’s debt to its soldiers of the 
Continental Line. Ten thousand pounds were appropriated by the 
act and the commission directed to issue certificates of the State 
after that sum was expended. The commission sat at Halifax 
from September 1, 1784, to February 1, 1785, and then at Warren- 
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counted, and for Auditors,! after new coined,” agreeable to our 
late Act,? 34 for principal and 4 for Interest—Pray write me 
the News and believe me with very sincere esteem 
Your obedient Servant 
Wittram Brount 


Mr. John Hamilton* of Edenton with whom you are 
acquainted I believe had an Express detained at my House 
several days while I was at Hillsboro’ Court, his Errand was 
to obtain from me to you a Letter recommendatory of him as a 
person proper to fill the appointment of attorney for the United 
States in the District of North Carolina, I did not give it 
because he had departed before my Return but now permit me 
to say that I think him a Man qualified with a sufficient degree 
of Law Knowledge, Integrity and Industry to fill that office 
and that anything that you may do or say that may tend to 
insure it to him will be considered as obligations conferred on 

Your obt. Servt. 
Wo. Biount 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


ton in the year 1786. The certificates issued were called “Halifax 
Military.” Temptation proved too strong for a number connected 
with this commission and fraud resulted. See note 1, McCulloch to 
Steele, October 5, 1789. 

1When fraud was discovered in 1786 in the issue of certificates 
a new commission was set up to determine what accounts had 
been settled honestly; all other certificates issued by the old com- 
mission were declared by the act to be void, and new certificates 
were awarded to honest claimants. Laws of North Carolina, 1786, 
Chap. 2. 

*New-printed, after the old issue had been repudiated by act of 
1786, note 1. 

An act of 1790 had just made all the old military certificates void 
unless presented to the State treasurer by the end of the succeeding 
session of assembly. Laws of North Carolina, Chap. XIII. 

4See notes 1 and 2 to Hamilton Letter, February 27, 1790. 
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Wallace Alexander: to John Steele 


[May 21, 1790] 
Dear Sir. 

I take this favorable opportunity of acquainting you with 
that which I ought long since to have [done but?] totally 
forgot to inform you before your departure from this place that 
if in the various distributions of offices you found any of any 
considerable consequence suitable to this back country and for 
which I would be qualified, for I presume you know my quali- 
fications better than I do myself I would with the greatest 
degree of willingness and gratitude serve. 

I hope you will attribute my not soliciting your patronage 
before this time to any other source but that which I have 
already mentioned : for rely upon it I have been and am still one 
of your strongest advocates. 

It may now be too late to make requisitions of this sort and 
for which neglect I am only to do penance: but if hereafter 
any chance might offer and would turn out to my advantage my 
hearty thanks would not be wanting. 

Mr. M. Stokes” has bartered for the Superior Court clerk- 
ship? with Martin’. for which he gives him the present docket 
profits & three negroes. Yesterday was also constituted a 


*Wallace Alexander was a brother of Nathaniel Alexander (Gov- 
ernor, 1805-1807) and represented his county, Lincoln, in the State 
Senate from 1796 to 1799. 

2Montfort Stokes, of Rowan, was clerk of the State Senate con- 
tinuously from 1799 to 1816 and in the latter year was elected by 
the legislature to the United States Senate, serving to 1823. In 
1830 he was elected Governor, and again in 1831. He was appointed 
by President Jackson as Indian Agent in Arkansas territory in 
1832 and served in that capacity until his death, 1842. See Rumple, 
Jethro, History of Rowan County, 333-334, and Wheeler, History 
of North Carolina, II, 462. 

?The Superior Court clerks in the districts into which the State 
was divided for judicial purposes were supposed to be chosen by 
the judges of Superior Court and, after taking oath and giving 
bond in the sum of £2,000, held office during good behavior. Laws 
of North Carolina, 1777, Chap. 2. 

4Alexander Martin was Governor at this date and, if Alexander’s 
charge was true, doubtless nominated the clerk to the judges 
in the case of the Salisbury District. 
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cavalry company at this place of which Stokes was made 
captain. : . 
The people of this place are all well and things seem to rest 
nearly upon the same footing that they were when you left it. 
I am dear sir your very humble & obedient servant 
Wa iace ALEXANDER 
Salisbury May 21th 1790 
John Steele Esq. 


[ Address :] 
The Honorable John Steele Esq 
New York 
Favored by 
A Nelson 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


John Steele to Joseph Winnston (Winston)? 


New York May 22d. 1790 
Dear Sir, 

I am now writing you a letter which it is very doubtful 
whether it will ever reach you or not—The distance is so great, 
the people so inquisitive for news, that it is a very common 
practice to break up letters by the way. 

The President has been dangerously ill? but is now on the 
recovery; if we should unfortunately loose him, the vice 
President by virtue of his present appointment would take the 
chief Magistracy untill the 4th. March 1793.— 


1See note 1, Steele to Winston, June 20, 1790, infra. 

The illness here referred to must have been of the summer 
and early fall of the year prior. The only serious illness suffered 
by President Washington while resident in New York was a mal- 
ignant carbuncle which seemed for a time incurable, and threat- 
ened his life. An operation proved successful, but his recovery 
was very tedious. Great anxiety was felt in New York; during 
his illness a chain was stretched across Cherry Street, on which 
he lived, and the sidewalks laid with straw. Cf. G. W. P. Custis’s 
Recollections and Private Memoirs of Washington, 398. 
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This L contemplate as an event melancholy indeed—and if 
it should take place shortly perhaps it would have been happy 
for america that General Washington had never been chosen. 
Relying on his virtue and abilities congress have by law invested 
him with powers not delegated by the Constitution, which IT 
suppose they would have invested to no other man—These 
powers cannot be recalled at any future period without the 
consent of his successor in office, or an union of sentiment, 
which in these factious times, is not to be expected. 

A bill has lately passed the Senate and sent to us for con- 
currence which is designed to prohibit any further intercourse 
with Rhode island untill she shall Ratify. It is tyrannical and 
arbitrary in the highest degree, and the author of it, indeed the 
Senate by passing it, seem to have lost sight of that spirit of 
moderation, and mutual forbearance which ought forever to 
subsist between Governments, related as they are to us, as well 
as between individuals. It is certain that little state was not 
backward in the late Revolution, that she performed essential 
services, that she sustained important sacrifices and is therefore 
entitled to respect. 

How far she is wrong in her present politicks? Or how far 
she is right? are questions which the unerring wisdom of the 
deity is only capable of deciding. 

I hope however the bill will be rejected in the house of Rep- 
resentatives, if it shoud not, and be finally passed into a law, it 
will be a public testimonial given to the world of the slender 
foundation of all human Friendships or political connections. 

Last thursday I made a motion that a committee should be 
appointed to take up the amend’ts. proposed? by No. Carolina 
and to report what further amendments were necessary to be 
recommended to the several States—after some debate the 


1This bill, passed by the Senate on May 18, 1790 was designed 
to force Rhode Island into the Union. The lower house rejected 
the bill on May 26, and on the 29th of the same month Rhode 
Island ratified. 

2The North Carolina Convention which ratified the Federal Con- 
stitution in November, 1789 had, by resolution, enjoined upon the 
State’s proposed representation in the Federal Congress to en- 
deavor to obtain the adoption of eight specified amendments, For 
the eight see S. R., XXII, 51, and for the whole journal of the con- 
vention, ibid, 36-53. 
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motion was ordered to lie on the Table untill next monday, 
when I shall again revive it. What the event will be God only 
knows. 

I have just written a letter to Mr. Houser? which together 
with this contains all the news worth relating. Be pleased to 
read his letter and in return give him the reading of this. 

I am Dear Sir, 
Your huml. Servant 

Joseph Winnston Esq. Jno. STEELE 

Stokes County. 
Address: 
Joseph Winnston Esquire 
Stokes County 
Dann River 
North Carolina 
[Endorsed :] 
Free 
Jno. Steele 


Reed. & forwarded June 22nd. by your most obt. servant 
Jno. Srpitey® 


John M. Binford* to John Steele 


State of No. Carolina No.hampton County 
June 15th 1790 
Sir 
In consideration of many reasons I am disposed to resign 
legislative business, and enter into some employment more 
agreeable to my early habit and manner of education—thus 


1Steele’s measure came to naught except that he was, May 27, 
named as chairman of a committee of three to examine and report 
the decisions of the several states on the amendments proposed by 
Congress under the leadership of Madison during the first session, 
ten of which became the first ten amendments to the Constitution. 
For Steele’s report see Annals of Congress, 1st Cong. Vol. I, 1713. 

*Note 5, page 66. 

*Dr. John Sibley, of Fayetteville, editor of the North Carolina 
Gazette, see note 1, p. 17, Ingram Letter, July 11, 1787. 

‘John M. Binford represented Northampton county in the State 
Senate for sixteen years between 1788 and 1808. 


Tue SreeLe Papers 63 


inclined am induced to offer for an appointment under the 
Gen. Govt.—It appears from a public paper which I saw a few 
days past, that an officer will be appointed in each State to 
superintend the revinue arising within the same for the U. 
States ; before whom the officers of impost, Collectors, surveyors 
ete shall at all times submit their accts., books, papers, etc. at 
stated periods‘'—now, having been brought up to mercantile 
transactions an office of the above nature would suit my wishes 
exactly; and should your opinion of my capacity to discharge 
the duties of the aforesaid office be favourable, in that case I 
hope for and solicit your interest in recommending me— 

Should I be so fortunate as to succeed in the appoint. the 
confidence placed in me will not be in vain—At first I had 
thoughts of getting letters of introduction respecting my knowl- 
edge of accts. but reflecting that I was personally known to you 
seemed to render an introduction of that sort (or indeed any 
other) unnecessary—I shall therefore refer you to J. B. Ashe? 
Esq of whom you will please enquire of every particular that 
“may give satisfaction. 
I remain with sentiments of respect 

Your most obdt. servt. 

Address : Jno. M. Bryrorp 

The Hon’ble John Steel 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. “Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


1The first Federal machinery provided for the handling of Fed- 
eral revenue in the respective states created divisions under a col- 
lector, the collector reported and paid the revenue to a surveyor 
(inspector of surveys), and the surveyor in turn to a Federal 
Supervisor whose district was usually coterminous with the State. 
Cf. Bowles, Financial History of the United States, 1789-1861, 
Chap. II. 

2John Baptista Ashe, 2d (1748-1802), a patriot and soldier of 
the Revolution, represented North Carolina in the Continental 
Congress 1787-1788, and in the 1st and 2d congresses. See Weeks’ 
John B. Ashe, in Ashe, ed. Biog. Hist. of N. C., Vol VII, 26-29. 
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John Steele to Joseph Winnston* ‘ 


New Yorx June 20th., 1790 
Dear Sir 

I have written you several letters since my arrival in this 
place? whether you receid. them or not is altogether uncertain. 

Congress has been and still is extreemly divided respecting 
the permanent residence of Government, the assumption of the 
State debts, the excise bill, the settlement of the accounts 
between the Union and the individual states, and the regulation 
of the militia. These are important questions and though they 
have been under consideration near six months, not one of them 
is yet decided on.? 

The Gentlemen from the Eastern States* differ from us in 
sentiments so much, on the excise bill and some others, and seem 
to be so unacquainted, or so regardless of the interests, the 
situation, the feelings, and I might add the poverty of the 


1Joseph Winston, 1746-1815, represented Stokes County in the 
State Senate 1790, 1791, 1802, and 1812. He was a member of 
Rutherford’s expedition against the Cherokees in 1776 and of the 
commission which dictated the Treaty of Long Island of Holston 
to them in 1777. With the rauk of major he fought with Sevier, 
Lenoir, Campbell, and McDowell against Ferguson at Kings Moun- 
tain, 1780. He was a member of the third and eighth congresses. 

*North Carolina ratified the Federal Constitution on November 
21, 1789, and proceeded early in the following year to fill up 
her quota in the national congress. John Steele was elected from 
the Salisbury District as one of the state’s five members of the 
lower house, his colleagues being John B. Ashe, Timothy Blood- 
worth, Hugh Williamson, and the redoubtable John Sevier repre- 
senting the trans-mountain district. Governor Samuel Johnston 
and Benjamin Hawkins were chosen senators, both Federalist. 
Of the representatives only Bloodworth was an “Anti.” 

®*The financial rehabilitation of government under the new Con- 
stitution fell to the guidance of Alexander Hamilton, Washington’s 
Secretary of the Treasury. He proposed the funding of the na- 
tional debt, the assumption of State debts, the establishment of a 
national bank, and the levy of a Federal excise. All these measures 
were wrought into law during the first congress. The delegations 
from the Southern States generally had opposed assumption of 
State debts and this question had been linked with the question 
of a site for the national capital with the result that the capital 
Was placed on the Potomac and the South submitted to assump- 
tion. 

‘The New England States were generally called the Eastern States 
through about the first half of our national life. 
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people in ‘the Southern States, that there is little prospect of 
doing anything this Session that will terminate for the good of 
the whole. 

I am well informed that six millions of our Continental 
Securities are now in the hands of persons living in Holland. 
How the people of america will bear it to be taxed for this debt 
when they are sensible that these foreigners purchased them at 
5s in the pound is a question that time must decide. I have 
been using my utmost exertions to get the continental post road 
to pass through Fayetteville, it has passed the House of Reprs. 
and if the Senate sh’d concur,? it will enable me to be more use- 
full to my constituents by affording them timely and regular in- 
formation. At present I suppose half of my letters fall by the 
way a sacrifice to curiosity. The excise bill if it passes will 
subject all stills to the payment of 60 cents per Gall. duty 
annually upon the capacity of the still, except those of the size 
of 35 Gall. and under—Or at the option of the proprietor nine 
cents per Gall. duty upon all liquor destilled therein. In either 
case the duty is high and will operate unequally— 

I have opposed this bill in every stage of its passage and 
tomorrow will have the yeas and nays on the last reading; tho. 
I am apprehensive it will pass by a large majority.* It appears 
by the latest accounts from Great Brittain that hostilities are 
on the eve of commencing -between that nation and Spain; in 


1A very large majority of the members of the first Congress seem 
to have entered upon their duties with the expectation that the 
public debt would be scaled down. Cf. Channing, History of the 
United States, Vol. IV, page 69. 

2The bill for establishing the postoffice and post roads in the 
United States was introduced in the lower house in February, 1790, 
passed June 21, amended by the Senate on the ground of the great 
expense involved, came to a conference between the two houses 
in July, which conference ended in disagreement and the delay 
of the organization on a permanent basis until the second congress. 
See Annals of Congress, First Congress, Vol. II, 1643, 1668, 1712, 
1773. 

*The Excise bill had a difficult time after this date, not being 
passed into law and approved by the President until March 3, 1791. 
For the bill see Statutes at Large (ed. 1850), I, 199; or Annals of 
Congress, 1st Cong. Vol. II, 2320. 

5 
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consequence of an insult offered the Brittish flag. Perhaps the 
king of Spain is stimulated to this quarrel by the prudential 
consideration of diverting his subjects from catching the french 
enthusiasm for liberty.2, Or perhaps the Brittish court may 
have cast an Eye on the navigation of the Mississippi;* be this 
as it may the spaniards have captured two Brittish ships off 
the western part of the Continent. 


America must be benefitted by the struggle.* 
After you read this letter be so obliging as to communicate 


1The Nootka Sound incident of May 5, 1789. An inlet of Nootka 
Sound, Friendly Cove, on the Western Coast of Vancouver Island, 
had been a convenient rendezvous for American and British vessels 
engaged in the fur trade of the Northwest Coast. The title to the 
territory was not yet determined, Spain and England perhaps hav- 
ing the strongest claims. On the above date a Spanish vessel 
seized two British trading vessels that put into the Cove and car- 
ried them with their crews to Mexico. The news reached London in 
January, 1790, followed soon after by a demand from the Spanish 
government that the British authorities should give the strictest 
orders prohibiting ships of their nation entering Nootka Sound and 
its neighborhood. The English government refused to enter a dis- 
cussion until satisfaction had been made for the seizure of the 
British ships. The tension was great. England prepared for war. 
Spain applied to France for an alliance, but France was too occupied 
with her Revolution to encourage Spain to war at this moment, in 
consequence of which Spain was forced to yield after long drawn out 
negotiations extending from January to October, 1790. See W. R. 
Manning’s ‘Nootka Sound Controversy” in American Historical As- 
sociation Reports, 1904, pp. 279-478 for a full account of this inci- 
dent with all its ramifications. 

*The French Revolution Epoch had opened with the meeting of 
the States-General, May 5, 1789. 


‘It is probable that the Spanish possessions in Florida and Lou- 
isiana would have been the first prey of England in case of war 
growing out of the Nootka Sound incident. Cf. Channing, History 
of the United States, IV, 118 et seq. 

‘This was not the view of our government. Our State Depart- 
ment put the British minister in America on notice that we would 
dislike a British occupation of New Orleans. Writings of Jefferson 
(Ford), I, 172, 173; J. C. Hamilton’s Works of Alexander Hamilton, 
IV, 30-34. We preferred a weak to a strong neighbor at the mouth 
of the Mississippi. 


Tuer STertEe Papers 67 


the contents thereof to my friend Mr. Houser.! I haven’t time 
to write to’ him. 
I am Dear Sir 
With sentiments of respect, 
for your public as well as private character 
Your most humble Servt. 
Address: JoHN STEELE 
Joseph Winston Esquire 
Stokes County 
North Carolina 
Free 
Jno. Steele 
[ Endorsed :] 
Recd. under cover and forwarded by Dr. Sir 
your very humbel servant 
Alex Martin.? 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


W(illia)m Blount to John Steele 


GreEEeN-VILLE July 10th 1790. 
Dear Sir, 

Be pleased to accept my sincere Thanks, for your kind Con- 
gratulations on being delivered from my State Enemies and for 
the very active and friendly part you took in bringing about 
an Event so much to be wished by me, but independent of 
these Considerations the appointment? itself is truly important 
to me more so in my opinion than any other in the Gift of the 
President could have been, the Salary is handsome, and my 
Western Lands had become so great an object to me that it had 
become absolutely necessary that I should go to the Western 


1George Houser was Stokes’ representative in the Commons 1790, 
1792-96. 

*Alexander Martin, of Guilford, at this date Governor in succes- 
sion to Samuel Johnston recently elected to the United States Sen- 
ate. Martin himself was elected to the Senate in 1793. For a 
sketch of Martin see Douglas in Biog. Hist. of N. C., III, 274-280. 

%As Governor of the Southwestern Territory, composed of the 
ceded lands of Virginia and North Carolina and now the States 
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Country, to secure them and perhaps my Presence might have 
enhanced there Value—I am sure my present appointment 
will.—I am so sensible of your Attention to me in procuring 
this appointment that my Feelings of Gratitude surpass what 
I have language to express of which I hope I shall have it in 
my power to give you more substantial Proofs by my Actions.— 
I my dear Sir had never censured you even in the Moment of 
Disappointment nor at any other for any part you had acted 
or had not acted at Fayette-Ville, Your Conduct there was in 
my Opinion perfectly proper, I assured myself of your good 
wishes and services as far as you could go without damning 
yourself, and further I do not wish or expect my Friends to go, 
and perhaps had you have gone even that length that I might 
not have been saved.'—I am much better pleased with things 
as they are than I should [have] been if I had succeeded, for 
beside the appointment, the Importance of which I have before 
mentioned, my private Affairs really required my Attentions, 
they have had it, and I have closed several pieces of old and 
weighty Business to me to effect which I have attended on the 
last Circuit the Superior Courts of Hillsboro, Edenton, New 
Bern and Wilmington tho’ very little of my Business was in 
the Courts but with the People at them—May it not be said 
that Jo. McDowell? and his Friends have rendered me essential 
Service? I shall not thank them but leave them to the Happy- 
ness of their own Reflections on the Occasion. Beside Business 
and absence from Home the Fever and ague with which you 
saw me labouring at Fayette with very littl[{e] Intermission has 
attended me untill my Return from Wilmington Court, to these 
reasons allow for a little native Indolence and yourself and my 


of Kentucky and Tennessee. See note 1 of letter from Blount to 
Steele, Jan. 17, 1789. 

1The editor is of opinion that this passage refers to the defeat 
of Blount in the Assembly (which met alc Fayetteville in November) 
of 1789 for the United States Senate, for which he was a candidate. 
State Records, XXI, 253, Journal of the Assembly, November 24, 
1789. Steele was not in the Assembly at the time, but he was in 
Fayetteville as a member of the State convention that ratified the 
Constitution of the United States, November 21. He very probably 
influenced the choice of the two United States Senators chosen, 
Samuel Johnston and Benjamin Hawkins. 

2Joseph McDowell, of Burke, was also a candidate for one of the 
senatorships and a personal as well as political opponent of Blount. 
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other northern Friends may readily account why they have 
been so long without hearing from me—On the 6th Instant I 
received my Commission and on the 7th wrote to the Secretary 
of State signifying my acceptance, and to Williamson & 
Hawkins on the Subject of my unprepared Situation to set out 
immediately for my Government, of the Time I should stay be- 
fore I did, & &e¢ the Contents of which [ make no doubt will be 
communicated to you and my other Friends—I hope it will not 
injure the Feelings of yourself nor others that I have given this 
Business into the Hands of these two old Politicians—I at 
present intend to pass through Salisbury and if I should meet 
you there and have a confidential elbow-Conversation for an 
hour it would be one of the happiest of. my Life—I at present 
hope for it. There are many Things I want to know that cannot 
be had any way else.—I am informed Alexander McGillivray 
passed through Hillsboro a few days since with fifteen other 
Chiefs of the Creek Nation my Informant who by the by is not 
a very good one says he spoke freely of the comtemptableness 
of the State of Georgia and in exalted terms of the federal 
Government, expressed a great desire to form a lasting treaty 
with the latter which he declared to be the Object of his Visit 
to Congress but said as a Condition that the Lands the Georg- 
ians had taken from him must be restored and my Informant 
understood he meant those Lands near the town of Savannah 
that descended to him from his Father which that State had de- 
clared confiscated. ; 

I am very happy in finding this Man is gone on to Congress 
for I had feared much Trouble with him but I think he is now 
“fallen, fallen, fallen” from that great Character which has 
heretofore been given him-—You and Myself I believe agreed 
in rejoicing in his Treatment of the Commissioners of Congress 
last Fall but surely it was a great proof that he was a weak 
or an uninformed Man as to what he ought to have known. 
Nothing is more certain than that a Majority of those Com- 
missioners (being northern Men) if not the whole went forward 
to treat with him with great Prejudice against the State of 
Georgia and on the other Hand with very favourable Impres- 
sions of him—Then was the time he ought to have treated and 
not to have conducted himself in such a Manner as to compel 
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those Commissioners in defence of themselves to report favour- 
able of the State of Georgia and unfavourably of him and now 
to complete his Downfall he comes to Congress to show him- 
self and supplicate of them what they had offered him on his 
own Soil.—He is I suppose like most other great Men if so 
the more he is seen the less he is admired. But be all this as 
it may I hope and doubt not but his coming will be turned to 
the best possible Account, and if a Treaty could at Congress be 
formed with him in which good natural Boundaries could be 
fixed I should find myself much relieved in my duty as Super- 
intendent of Indian affairs..—I should suppose fifteen Chiefs 
and himself quite enough to treat with—I am told a Colonel 
Willett is with them—A Man I never heard of before. I am 
dear Sir with great esteem &c. 
Addressed : Wo. Buiount. 
The Honorable 
John Steele esquite 
Post. In Congress 
Endorsed : 
Answered 
July 29th, 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


John Steele to Joseph Winston 


New Yorx, July 20 1790 
Dear Sir, 

The Session is now near a close, without the prospect of ob- 
taining any further amendments to the Constitution. Mr. 
Bloodworth? and myself have made two attempts,> but they 
were rejected by large majorities. I must confess that, tho’ I 


1This role adhered in the office of Governor of the Southwestern 
Territory. See American State Papers, Indian Affairs, I, 181, et seq., 
for Blount’s relations with the Southwestern Indians. Blount had 
several times been agent of North Carolina for trading with the 
Western Indians. State Records, XVII, 271, 487, 580; XVIII, 553- 
556, 767-768. 

See note 1, p. 22. 

*See note 1, p. 62. 


Tur SrerLe Papers al 


have been tniformly in favor of the system, I am nevertheless 
anxious to have some material parts of it modified in such a 
manner as would unite all parties, give general satisfaction, and 
destroy those invidious party distinctions that have heretofore 
subsisted. 

A vessel arrived here yesterday from Havre de Grace, and 
another from Glasgow, which bring accounts of the same date 
which are diametrically opposite, respecting the Spannish War. 
The one announces hostilities, the other a pacification, neither 
being relied on entirely, we are left in a state of extreem sus- 
pense with regard to the event.’ It is a dispute highly interest- 
ing to the United states, and I am very much affraid that we 
shall be forced into the contest. The advantages which we may 
derive from a state of neutrality are so great that nothing can 
induce me to give my consent to any measure which might tend 
to lead us into the struggle. 

We have passed a bill in the House of Repvs. to establish a 
posteroad from Petersburg to Halifax Tarboro Fayetteville, 
Campden, and Augusta—This would be throwing political in- 
formation into the heart of the three Southern states, and it 
would enable me to be more usefull to my constituents in par- 
ticular, because from Fayetteville my letters would certainly 
find conveyances, whereas at present I am not sure that one 
letter in ten ever reaches the person it is intended for: But 
the Senate has disagreed to this bill, and a committee of con- 
ference is appointed to settle the differences between the two 
houses—what the result will be is uncertain.2 Notwithstanding 
we have rejected the assumption of the state debts five times in 
the House of Reprs., the senate has lately passed it by 14 votes 
to 12—this decision I am afraid will have an improper in- 
fluence on some wavering members.* 


14See note 1, p. 66. 

*Steele’s post-road extension measure was lost and not again 
taken up during his service in Congress. Annals of Congress, 1st 
Cong., I, 1018 and 1712. 

®*The House of Representatives receded from its position on as- 
sumption July 27, and the completed measure was approved by the 
president as law on August 4, 1790. It was the representation from 
Virginia, of the Southern opposition to assumption, that wavered 
under the proposed compromise by which the capital was brought 
to the Potomac and the debts of the states assumed. Cf. Channing, 
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The Senate Secluded from the public Eye,’ secret in all their 
deliberations, few in number, and superior in prerogatives, and 
duration, will always on great questions mannage the other 
house by intriegue. 

We have fixed with uncommon difficulty the permanent seat 
of government on the potowmac? and untill the buildings are 
compleated congress will hold their sessions in Philadelphia*— 
This is a great point gained by the Southern delegates, and 
were it possible to reject the assumption-project once more and 
disappoint these reptile speculators who are preying upon Gov- 
ernment, I would return to my fellow citizens perfectly satisfied. 

I am Dear Sir 
With great esteem 
Your most obedient servt. 
JNo. STEELE 

Majr. Joseph Winston 

Stokes County 
No Carolina 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Grand Jury Address to John Steele 
Nov. 8, 1790 


On the last day of the supreme court at Salisbury, the grand 
jury appointed their foreman, William Dent, esquire, Major 
John Crump and Major Harry Terrell, a committee to wait 
upon John Steele, esquire, with the following address. 


History of the United States, IV, Chap. 3. For the assumption act 
see Annals of Congress, Appendiz, II, 22438, 1st Cong. 

1The United States Senate sat behind closed doors until the sec- 
ond session of the 3d Congress beginning November 8, 1794, nor 
was any record of its debates and proceedings open to the public. 
Much public suspicion and distrust was therefore directed against it 
until the sessions were opened. 

Act approved July 16, 1790. 

*The third session of the First Congress was held at Philadelphia 
beginning December 6, 1790, this remaining the home of the gov- 
ernment until the transfer to Washington in the summer of 1800, 
the second session of the Sixth Congress meeting in the newly built 
capital November 17 of that year. 
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SatisBury District, Superior Court, 
September Term, 1790. 


The grand jury for the district aforesaid, sensibly, and deeply 
impressed with the importance of the duties of their represent- 
atives in the congress of the United States, return their thanks 
to the honorable John Steele, esquire, for his spirited support, 
and faithful attention, to the interests of this state, during the 
last session of congress. 

The grand jury would conceive themselves wanting in at- 
tention to the proper interests of the government in general, 
and this state in particular, should they withhold the testimonial 
of their approbation of Mr. Steele’s conduct, as the representa- 
tive of a free people. 


Witiiam Dent, Foreman ZACHARIAH Ray. 
Joun Crump. Joun T. Lonerno. 
Harry TERRELL. Water Bratey. 
JorL Lewis. CuHarLes PoLk. 
Wixu1aM BerHeEL.t. Oxsepian W. Bence. 
Tuomas Kina. JosEPH HayDEN. 
James CorTron. JacosB CLINARD. 
Joun Howey. Jouwn (illegible). 
Wiiriam KiInpbatt. James ADAMS. 


From the North Carolina Chronicle; or, Fayetteville Gazette, 
Noy. 8, 1790, p. 68. 


Fayetrevittr, December 10, 1790. 


Whereas, some illiberal attempts have been made, since the 
adjournment of, Congress,! to misrepresent my conduct with re- 
gard to the assumption of the state debts, and to impress on the 


1It will be remembered, that since North Carolina did not enter 
the Union until November, her senators and representatives did 
not enter the Congress of the United States until its second session, 
which began January 4, 1790. Steele therefore entered the First 
Congress at this date. He also was a member of the Second Con- 
gress, October 24, 1791 to March 2, 1793. Assumption of State debts 
was effected in the latter part of the work of the First Congress and, 
though a Federalist, Steele opposed the measure. 
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minds of the people a belief that I have been regardless of their 
interests in not conveying timely information of that event, to 
the press, I have thought proper for the satisfaction of my 
friends to publish the annexed papers. 


Copy of letter from John Steele, esquire, to William B. 
Grove, esquire, in Fayetteville, dated at New-York, July 27, 
1790. 


“Str, 

“The assumption of the state debts passed yesterday—The 
yeas and nays on the question are inclosed—This event proves 
what can be effected by perseverance. In a good cause it is 
usually styled a virtue, but in this instance it deserves the ap- 
pellation of obstinacy. The passage of the bill was effected by 
a change in the sentiments of General Sumpter,! Mr. White,” 
Mr. Carroll,? Mr. Lee,* and Mr. Gale. I have sent Dr. Sibley*® 
by this conveyance the same information, and all the papers 
from the time you left this place until the present day, to which 
I refer you for the news. 

“T am sir, 
“Your humble servant, 
“JoHN STEELE.” 


Fayettevitte, December 10, 1790. 


This may certify, that the above letter from Mr. Steele was 
delivered to me in Fayetteville, on or about the 16th day of 
August, 1790, and the newspapers inclosed therein (which I 
have lost or mislaid) containing the yeas and nays, classed Mr. 


*General Thomas Sumter, Revolutionary leader of South Carolina, 
Federalist representative in First and Second Congresses, United 
States Senator, 1801-1809; minister to Brazil, 1811. 

?Alexander White, representative from Virginia in First and 
Second Congresses. 

*Daniel Carroll, representative from Maryland in the First Con- 
gress. 

‘Thomas Bland Lee, representative from Virginia in First, Sec- 
ond and Third Congresses. 

’George Gale, representative from Maryland in First Congress. 

*Dr. John Sibley, editor North Carolina Chronicle, or Fayetteville 
Gazette. See note on Sibley elsewhere. 
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Steele among the number who had voted against the assmption 
of the state debts. 


Wituram B. Grove. 


Fayettevitte, December 10, 1790. 


Having resided in New-York during the last session of Con- 
gress, and having been intimately acquainted with the conduct 
and sentiments of the representatives of North-Carolina on the 
passage of the funding bill, I am enabled to certify, that John 
Steele, esquire, and his colleagues not only voted against the 
assumption of the state debts, but opposed the measure spirit- 
edly in all its stages. 

AxsisHou* THomas, 
Agent for settling the accounts of 
North-Carolina with the United States. 


It is well known that the funding bill never received the 
signature of the President until the 4th of August and it can 
be made appear by Spruce Macoy,! esquire, that a copy of the 
law, ard a letter from me on the subject, were read publicly at. 
Morgan superior court the first or second day of September. 
Add to this, I declare upon my honour, that I wrote a letter to 
Dr. Sibley, the same hour that I wrote the above to Mr. Grove, 
containing the same information, and accompanied with 20 or 
30 newspapers, requesting him to publish tne account through 
the medium of his paper, to save the people from imposition— 
That I have not directly or indirectly been concerned in the 
purchase of certificates, and I defy the tongue of malice itself 
to make it appear that I have on any occasion deserted or 
neglected the interests of my constituents. 


JoHN STEELE. 


*Abisha. 

1Spruce Macay, of Salisbury, a law tutor of Andrew Jackson; 
judge of Superior Court, 1782-1808. See Rumple’s History of Rowan 
County, 272-275. He married Fanny, daughter of Judge Richard Hen- 
derson. 
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Fayetrevittz, December 10, 1790. 


This may certify, that the letter and newspapers, which Mr. 
Steele forwarded for me from New York, alluded to in his 
letter to Mr. Grove, I never received, they having, as I suppose, 
fallen into the hands, of some person interested in keeping from 
the press the information contained therein. And I do further 
declare, that I never bought or sold, or have been interested in 
buying or selling a public security of any kind whatever, since 
I have been in North Carolina; and that the bill for the as- 
sumption of the state debts by Congress was published in the 
Fayetteville Gazette the next publication after I receive it, 
which was inclosed to me in a letter from Col. Benjamin Smith,* 
who was at that time in Charleston, accompanied with a request 
for its speedy publication; and that instead of keeping back 
from the public any useful information, it has been my constant 
endeavour to disseminate it as soon as possible. The public 
mail being carried along the sea coast, with which we have no 
connection, except at a private expense, which the procuring 
Congressional information has generally been attended, it would 
therefore seem that the readers of the Fayetteville Gazette, in 
the northern and western parts of the state, where the greatest 
number are circulated, would rather be induced to wonder that 
so much, than to find fault that so little of the proceedings of 
Congress were transmitted to them, through that channel. In- 
deed the editor conceived himself more justly entitled to a 
punctual payment of subscription money as a reward for his 
expence and trouble, than illiberal reproaches. The great num- 
ber of letters that passed through my hands from Mr. Steele, 
while at Congress, to persons in the districts of Salisbury and 
Morganton would have induced any one to believe that his neg- 
ligence in corresponding with his constituents would be the last 
charge brought against him. It was to me a matter of surprise, 
that he could find time to write so much; and I understood 
during the late session of the general assembly, that the ex- 


1Benjamin Smith, of Brunswick County, Governor of North Caro- 
lina, 1810-1811. 
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é 
ecutive of the state received more communications from Mr. 
Steele, than from all our other members of Congress. 


JOHN SIBLEY. 


The North Carolina Chronicle, or Fayetteville Gazette, Dec. 
27, 1790. 


Copy: John Steele Papers Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Ant(hony) Newnan to (John) Steele 


Sarispury 30 Novr. 1790. 
Sir, 

If the course of study &c. which my son John intends to 
pursue this Winter & Spring in Philada. should be attended 
with greater expense than he will be able to defray, I re- 
quest you will be so good as to procure him some credit for a 
few Months, if necessary, untill I shall have a convenient op- 
portunity of making a remitance. your attention to this matter 
and Counsel to him where it may be needfull, shall be grate- 
fully acknowledged by your most obedient Hble. Servt. 


Ant: Newwan.! 
Mr. Steele. - 
Endorsement: A Newnan’s letter of credit in favor of John 
Newnan. 


Addressed: Mr. Steele. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


1Doctor Anthony Newnan, of Salisbury, a patriot of the Rev- 
olution, represented Salisbury in the Commons, 1782, 1783. See 
Rumple, History of Rewan County, 220-221. His son, John, also 
became a physician and practiced in Salisbury, [bid. 
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[James Hogg] to John Steele [17902] 


Copy to Dr. Williamson. 
Sur 

The late Dr. Burke? of this; County in his will has appointed 
a debt due to him from the State of N. Carolina for expenses 
and attendance in Congress or so much thereof as may be neces- 
sary to be applied in discharging a debt due to the estate of 
Robt. Lytle* which he thought would be abt. £400. 

Soon after his death I applied to the Assembly for this debt 
but as I had no proper voucher for the time Dr. Burke attended 
in Congress nothing was done. I then applied to Dr. White* to 
procure me a Certificate of Dr. Burke’s attendance signed by 
the Secretary of Congress which he was so good as to get for 
me but it was not particular enough. It mentioned only the 
time of his taking his seat abt. the first of Jan. 1778 and that 
he attended three several years but it seems it is necessary to 
ascertain the particular day of his taking his seat each several 
year and also the day of his leaving Congress. Mr. Willie 


1This letter is incomplete, unsigned, and undated. It wag written 
by James Hogg, of Hillsboro, with a commercial business in Wil- 
mington and Fayetteville. Hogg, as executor of Burke’s will, pe- 
titioned the legislature through a number of years for a settlement 
of certain accounts. See State Records, XX, 14, 16;, XIXI, 221. The 
date is between 1790 and 1793, the period covered by Steele’s and 
Hugh Williamson’s service in the First and Second Congresses. 

2Thomas Burke, member of the Continental Congress 1778-1781, 
and Governor of North Carolina, June 26, 1781 to April 26, 1782. 
From September 13, 1781, to April, 1782, he was a prisoner in the 
hands of the British, having been captured by the Tory leader, 
David Fanning. See Wheeler, J. H., II, 332-333. 

sRobert Lytle was a man of substance at Hillsborough prior to 
and during the Revolutionary war. He was concerned on the side 
of law and order in the Regulator troubles of North Carolina in 
1770-1774, and in the Revolution was a captain of militia. Colonial 
Records, VIII, 241-246; State Records, XXII, 440, 563. 

‘Probably Alexander White, a delegate to the Continental Con- 
gress from Virginia, 1786-1788; and a member of the First and 
Second Congresses from the same state. Lanman’s Dictionary of 
Congress makes White a delegate and Representative from North 
Carolina, for the above dates. Also Connor’s North Carolina Manual, 
1918, states he was a delegate to Continental Congress, 1786-1788. 
Both these seem to be in error. See Poore, B. P. Political Register, 
692; Appleton, Cyc. Amer. Biog.; N.C. Col. and State Rec. 
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Jones’ was appointed Exr. with me but he did not qualify and 
I am now the sole acting Exr. 

The heirs of Lytle have lately obtained judgment against Dr. 
Burke’s estate for £700 and upwards which swallow up most 
if not all his negroes & there are other debts which I am afraid 
will nearly take all his land so that little or nothing will be left 
for the support of his widow and daughter. it would be a 
great assistance if we could procure this debt which the Dr. 
said was due by the State. 

Nobody here has the Journals of Congress for the years 
1778, 1779 & 1780 the years of his attendance and therefor 
I have presumed te request the favour of you to search the 
Journals and to note particularly the days of his taking his seat 
each years & also the days of his leaving Congress & to have 
it attested by the Secretary and to send it to me by the packet 
to the care of John Huske Esqr of Wilmington, unless you have 
an opportunity of sending it directly to this place by any Gen- 
tleman coming this way—I am sorry to give you so much 
trouble but I 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


W(illia)m Blount to John Steele 


Mr. Coss’s July 22d 1791. 
Dear Sir, ‘ 

You ask my opinion of your circular Letter, I tell you in 
great Candour and Truth that I both approve and admire it. 
While you are in congress don’t confine your attention to 
your own District only but write also sometimes to influential 
People all over the State for with Care to what you are about 
you are sure to fill any Post in the State you please—I think 
decidedly with you that you ought not to think of being 


1Willie Jones, of Halifax, prominent in the State’s Revolutionary 
and Civil History up to 1789. Burke’s will left one-half his estate 
to his wife, to be reduced to one-fourth in case she married again. 
The residue was to devolve upon his daughter unless she died be- 
fore reaching twenty-one years of age, or before marriage; in which 
event this portion was to pass to the children of James Hogg and 
Willie Jones, the executors named in the will. State Records, XVII, 
125; 
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again elected to Congress but then turn your attention to mak- 
ing a Figure in the State Legislature, after being well known 
in Congress the Road to office or to a Senatorial seat certainly 
lays through the State Assemblys—You are yet a young man, 
ought you not to read Law with attention and if with an In- 
tention to take up the Practice of it I should suppose you 
would the better secure what appears to me to be your 
objects—You have and will have many friends and you have 
abilities—This will be delivered to you by Mr. Titus Ogden 
accompanied by Mr. St. Tries a French Gentleman both of 
whom I beg leave to introduce to your acquaintances—They 
were both at the Treaty and can give you the Occurrences there 
and the News if any of this Country.— 

I have determined to make the Place where the Treaty! 
was held the place of my future Residence and shall honor it 
with the Name of Knox-Ville? it is on the North Bank of the 
Holston about four Miles below the Mouth of the French 
Broad in lat. 35. 42 distant from Chota forty Miles and about 
twelve, I believe, from the five thousand acre Tract of Land 
belonging to your Neighbour Judge McCoy.—* Mr. Ogden is 
on his way to GreenVille and comes your way to collect some 
Certificates due to Major Sharpe which a friend of yours has 
purchased and I will thank you to assist him with your ad- 
vice if necessary—Don’t in your kindness push the strong 
Drink too hard upon him lest he should take too much.—I am 

dear Sir 

The Honble Your obt. servt. 

John Steele esquire. Wo. Briovunt. 

Address: 

The Honorable 
John Steele esquire 
North Carolina 
Mr. Titus Ogden. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


1Treaty made by Governor Blount, as United States Commissioner, 
with the Cherokees, July 2, 1791. American State Papers, Indian 
Agiairs, 1, 18. 

*Knoxville, Tennessee, named by Governor William Blount for 
Henry Knox, Secretary of War in Washington’s first cabinet. 

®Judge Spruce Macay’s name was often spelled “McCoy” by his 
contemporaries who knew him less well. 
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John Steele to Joseph Winston 


January 15., 1792. 


I have at last the pleasure to inform you thai the Post Office 
bill’ has passed the house of Reps: and sent to the Senate for 
concurrence in a shape as favorable to N°. Carolina as cou’d 
have been wish’d, much more so than was expected. Hitherto the 
people of that State have been much in the dark in regard 
to the affairs of the general government, that time I hope is at 
an end, indeed I know it is if the Senate passes the bill as 
we sent it up. Among the other cross posts there is one from 
Petersburg to Halifax, Hillsboro & Salisbury, further it could 
not be extended. Provision? is made for the transportation of 
newspapers on the lowest terms. A weekly paper will be 
carried in the mail from this place to any postoffice in the 
United States for 3-4 Dollar p™. annum, a lower rate cou’d not be 
required and if the people thereafter remain uninformed it 
must be their own fault, for in this particular Government has 
acted liberally. 

That the diffusion of knowledge is productive of virtue, and 
the best Security for our civil rights are incontrovertible 
truth which cannot be too frequently, or too forcibly inculcated. 

Great complaints are made of the expensiveness of the In- 
dian war,® and not without much appearance of justice, how it 
will terminate, or what provision will be made to prosecute it, 
is very uncertain. An additional assumption of State debts 
is much talked of here in private companies, but nothing has yet 
been said on the subject in Congress, if attempted it is my opin- 
ion it will pass in the affirmative. I mention this at an early 
period that thoce who yet hold State paper may be upon their 


1Annals of the Second Congress, January 3, 4, 1792. 

2Part of the postoffice bill. Act approved February 20, 1792. 

2The war with the Indians of the Northwestern territory begun 
to attract general attention when St. Clair met defeat on the Wa- 
bash, November 4, 1791. The problem now assumed national pro- 
portions. General Anthony Wayne was put in command of the 
government’s troops in 1792 and semi-order gradually settled down 
upon the frontier. Cf. W. C. Weston, History of the People of the 
United States, II, 44-47, 67-71. 

6 
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guard and enabled to form a proper estimate of its value. 
Gouverneur Morris of New York is appointed to reside at Paris, 
and Thomas Pinckney of S°. Carolina at London in the style 
of ministers plenipotentiary of the United States. It is my 
opinion that we ought to have as little to do as possible in 
foreign politicks, and on that account I am afraid these em- 
bassies will produce more evil, than good. 
I am Dear Sir 
With great esteem 
Your Most Hum!. Serv‘. 
Jno. STEELE. 
Turn over. 
Post script. 
January 224, 1792. 


An unexpected detention of the gentleman who is the bearer 
of this letter enables me to add the occurrences of last week. 

A bill to allow further time for the Settlement of the ac- 
counts between the United States, and individual States has 
pass’d both houses of Congress and (been.) submitted to the 
President for his Sanction. No doubt he will give it. The 
Executive sent the Sec’ at war! last Wednesday to the house 
of Rep*. with Official confidential communications respecting 
the indian war, wherein it is proposed to encrease the Stand- 
ing military force to 5168 rank and file, for the term of three 
years. After a warm debate the Sense of the house was taken 
and it appeared there was a majority of ten in favor of the 
proposition. This will increase the annual expenses of the war 
department from 532,000 to 1278,000 Dollars. Repealing the 
excise law? since that vote was taken Seems to be out of the 
question. 

*Henry Knox, of Massachusetts, Secretary of War, 1789-1795. 

*The excise on whiskey, a part of Hamilton’s national finance 
measures, passed in 1791. It was this measure which stirred the 
Western Pennsylvania distillers into armed opposition in the so- 
called “whiskey insurrection of 1794.” It was not expected until 


Jefferson’s first term, and was re-imposed in Madison’s administra- 
tion under pressure of war expense. 
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Indeed I am affraid new taxes will be demanded. Should 
this be the case, I tremble for the consequences. 
I am &ca. &ca. &ea. 


JN°. STEELE. 
Circular letter. 


Col?. Joseph Winston 
Stokes County 
North Carolina. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Circular of Information 


Puivapa. Feby. 7th. 1792. 
Dear Sir 


This day the Secty. of the Treasury made a Report to the 
house of Reprs. respecting the public debts wherein it is recom- 
mended to assume every description of certificates fairly issued 
which have not been heretofore funded.” No vote has yet been 
taken on this proposition but it is my opinion that it will be 
adopted in substance, and liberal provision made for all out- 
standing state debts. This communication is made at an early 
period that those who yet hold State paper of any kind may 
be enabled to form proper ideas of its value, & not to be induced 
to transfer it without a fair & full equivalent. 

The postoffice bill has passed into a law in a very favorable 
shape for N°. Carolina, but the new arrangements will not 
take place untill the 1st of June next. 


1This circular of information, like others of its character sent 
out by diligent representatives of the people, illustrates the diffi- 
culties of the post facilities in the South together with the absence 
of a daily, or even weekly, press of effective quality until after 
the turn of the century brought the development of energetic State 
weekly newspapers. 

*Secretary of the Treasury, Alexander Hamilton, pursuant to a 
call of the House, on February 7, 1792, laid a complete report before 
the House of Representatives showing the operations of the Treas- 
ury under the Assumption Act. It disclosed the whole state of the 
public finance to date and was supplemented with a suggestion of, 
and argument for, the assumption of the remaining amounts of the 
states’ obligations. The report estimated these to be about eight and 
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The 22nd of last month I wrote circular letters to all the 
Counties in the Yadkin division, by Mr. Bloom of Salem,* con- 4 
taining similar information respecting certificates, but least 
they might miscarry, I have thought proper to forward de- 
plicate. 

I am Dear Sir 
Very respectfully 
Your hum. Servant. 
Circular letter Jno. STEELE. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


W(illia)m Blount to John Steele 


Kwnoxvitte November 8th, 1792. 
Dear Sir, 

General Rutherford? omitted to deliver your letter to me 
himself but left it im the hands of some Person to deliver after 
his departure for Cumberland. I received it about twelve days 
past and the express who bears this. letter to Richmond is the 
first opportunity I have had to write to Thomas Blount® and 
Richard Blackledge,* would to Heaven I had been possessed of 
your views earlier for be assured no Person could have more 
heartily entered into them but perhaps it is not yet too late, 
I recommend a Coalition of Eastern and Western Interests 


one-third millions. For the full report see American State Papers, 
Finance, I, No. 33. The suggestion of a new assumption was not 
acted on by Congress. 

1Probably Jacob Blum, prominent in the affairs of the Moravians 
at Salem. Blum was born in 1739 in Laucon, Pa.; came to North 
Carolina 1768; and died in Salem 1802. Reichel, The Moravians in 
North Carolina, p. 180. 

General Griffith Rutherford, intimately associated with the mili- 
tary history of North Carolina during the Revolution, removed to the 
“Western country” (Tennessee) in 1786 and settled in Sumner Coun- 
ty. He was influential in the affairs of the territory and State of 
Tennessee until his death in 1800. See Ramsey, J. G., Annals of 
Tennessee; also Rumple’s History of Rowan County, 137-139. 

®Thomas Blount, brother to William Blount, was elected to Con- 
gresg for the first time in 1792. His politics were Republican. 

‘Richard Blackledge, of Craven County, sometime sheriff, and 
father of William Blackledge (M. C. 8th, 9th, 10th, and 12th Congs). 
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between you and Oolonel Spaight' one for Governor and the 
other Senator applying the Offices so as best to secure the 
two and Caution them to beware of a Coallition between Charles 
Johnson? and Lanoir,’? and between Charles Johnson and Gov- 
ernor Martin*— I also write to John Gray Blount® who is not 
a Member to lend his aid in the Business—As to what Politicks 
the Gentlemen have in Contemplation I know not for I have 
heard from neither since the elections. 

I have written to my Friend respecting the Assumption of 
Business and thank you for the Hint—The Bill authorizing 
one Judge to hold a Court was very pleasing to me and the 
Judges too, I wanted no fourth Judge for the reasons yon 
assign—I have had my difficulties with the three but I believe 
they are now over.—The People of the Territory and myself are 
unanimous in agreeing to have no General Assembly even 
Cocke who is always seeking pupularity is of that opinion—My 
public dispatches of this date which will unquestionably be 
laid before Congress contain a full state[-ment] of Indian 
Affairs in the Southwest District to which I refer you.® 

I can assure you that no Man ever laboured with more more 
Zeal for Peace or more earnestly wished to preserve it than I 
have done but now it is essential that Congress should and I 
think will declare War.—The Creeks must bd scourged and well 
too and the Cherokees deserve it—Congress need not fear that 
it will be much a bitter. Pill as the War North West of 
the Ohio, the Virginians, North and South Carolinians and 


1Richard Dobbs Spaight was a member of Assembly from Craven 
in 1792 and was elected Governor of the State by that body and 
twice thereafter, serving three consecutive terms, 1792-1795. He was 
in Congress from 1798 to 1801. 

*Charles Johnson was eight times a member of the State Senate 
from 1780 to 1792, and died as a member of the 7th Congress. 

8Colonel William Lenoir, of Wilkes County, one of the patriot 
leaders at the Battle of Kings Mountain, 1780. He was a repre- 
sentative for many years in the State Assembly, and served in the 
Hillsborough and Fayetteville Conventions, 1788, and 1789 respect- 
ively. See Ashe’s sketch in Biog. Hist. of N. C., Vol. II, 219. 

4Alexander Martin. His fifth term as Governor expired December 
14, 1792, and he was elected to the United States Senate immediately 
succeeding as a Republican. 

5John Gray Blount, an older brother of Governor William Blount, 
aiso had large land claims in the Southwestern territory. 

‘American State Papers, Indian Affairs, I, 325, et seq. 
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Georgians with the assistance of this Territory would give 
would think the total Destruction of the two Nations only @ 
Party of Pleasure. I am Sir with very great and sincere esteem. 
Your Obedient Servant 
Wa. Brount. 
The Honorable 
John Steele esquire 


P. S. This is copied by my Brother Willie. 
Addressed : 
The Hon’ble 
John Steele Esquire 
In Congress 
* Via Richmond. 
Endorsed : 
Blount, on the election for Senator.’ 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


Ebenezer Stott to John Steele 


Prrerspure, Decemr. 3, 1792 
Dear Sir 

Agreeable to your direction when we had the pleasure of see- 
ing you here, we now enclose a State of your Account amount- 
ing to £33.19.5 or 113 Dols. 24 cents— 

If it is perfectly convenient our friends Messrs. Emanuel 
Walker & Co. will receive it at any time during your stay in 
Phila. for which purpose we have desired them to call upon 
you—but if it is at all inconvenient it will suit us equally as 


14Steele was a candidate, put forward tactfully by his Federalist 
friends, before the legislature of 1792 for the seat in‘ the United 
States Senate which was about to be vacated by Samuel Johnston. 
The incumbent Governor, Alexander Martin, who had opposed the 
adoption of the Federal Constitution, and whose views generally 
were more in harmony with the rising spirit of democracy, secured 
the seat. Steele was soon recompensed by the Federal appointment 
as Comptroller. 
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well, when we have again the pleasure of seeing you at this 
place. 
We are with much esteem 
Dear Sir 
Your most Obt. & Respty. 
Exsenezer Storr & Co, 


The Honble. Mr. Steele. 
Addressed : 
The Honble. John Steele Esqr. 
In Congress 
Endorsed : 
Decem. 15th 1792 paid Mr. Watkins 113 Dols. & 24 
cents in full, pr order of this letter, his receipt sent to 
Mrs. Steele pr. post Jno. STEELE, 


John Steele Papers. N. C. Historical Commission. 


M/(ontford) Stokes! to John Steele 


New Bern Decr. 28th 1792. 
Sur 

The General Assembly being about to close their Session, I 
have to recapitulate a few of their Legislative proceedings for 
your information before I set out for Salisbury! which will be 
in about 4 days. 

The first official Act was the Law electing voters for a presi- 
dent & Vice president—The State was laid off into 4 districts, 
by adding 2 Superior Court districts together, and three mem- 
bers of this Assembly in each of the 4 districts were chosen 
as electors by the members of such district by ballott out of 
doors.—The electors voted unanimously for Geo. Washington 
& Geo. Clinton. 

The next business of the Assembly was the representative 
Bill, which has not yet been finally passed owing to some dis- 


1Montfort Stokes was a resident of Rowan until about 1812, 
when he removed to Wilkes. At date of the above letter he was 
clerk to the State Senate, occupying this post almost continuously 
until his election to the United States Senate, 1816. 
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agreement in the arrangement of Halifax & New Bern districts 
—the Bill at present stands agreeably to the arrangement here-* 
with sent. 

The Court systems have taken up a great deal of time in this 
session, and have at last been all rejected—One Bill was for 
appointing a Chancellor & erecting a court of Chancery :— 
Another Bill was for erecting a Court of errors and appeals-- 
and the third was a Bill of Mr. Hamilton’s for altering the 
Court System altogether, by consolidating the Courts of Law, 
Equity, & County Courts of pleas into One jurisdiction in each 
County in the State by appointing 4 additional Judges for the 
State, and two associate Justices in each County :—these Bills 
are printed for the information of the people. 

The business of elections have at last been completed, but 
which I dare say you have heard:—It seems a misapprehen- 
sion of something I have said, is likely to be made an excuse 
for creating a misunderstanding between you and myself ;— 
as I had never the most distant Idea of say|ing]or doing any 
thing prejudicial to you either in your public or private char- 
acter, I will only explain & assert the undisguised truth, and 
trust that the rectitude of my heart will justify me in an appeal 
to the people who best know me & who are the best judges of 
my conduct, who ought to judge, and who I know will Acquit 
me—I mean the members of this Assembly from the Dis- 
tricts of Salibury & Morgan.—I should not think it necessary 
to make any explanation if the malice of a damned scoundrel 
James Taylor’ had not artfully involved your name in a dis- 
pute which only concerned him & myself:—I lent him some 
money which he promised to repay me or leave with you be- 
fore he left Salisbury Superior Court last—this he failed to do, 
and I wrote the Sheriff of Rockingham to dun Mr. Taylor 
for the money, and to tell him for me that his promises were 
not worth much at Salisbury & would not pay my debts:—In 
resenting this affront he has introduced me as the calumniator 
of your public Character ;—but for the falsity of this position 
I appeal to the members before mentioned.— 


1James Taylor represented Rockingham in the Assembly of 
1792. 
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On your name being offered as a Senator, I freely said I 
believed no person was authorized to make the nomination, and 
this I thought was truth for many circumstances—I have since 
some reason to believe I was mistaken:—However when the 
Balloting came on I had nothing to say—I wished Martin 
success and had a right to do what I could to promote it, and 
did do it from a principal of Gratitude; in doing this, I aspersed 
no man and only exercised that privilege of a free man which 
I will not surrender while I live. 

When you declined serving as a representative,' I thought you 
gave your reasons very fully and that it was your determination 
to retire for a while—I so expressed my self at the Superior 
Court, and did not expect that declaration would have been 
construed into an Accusation of your conduct.—lI said if you 
wished to be continued in Congress, it was well known that 
there would not have been a dissenting vote at the ensuing 
election—I though myself justified in saying so. I have not 
further to add, but beg leave to refer you to Mr. Beard,? Mr. 
Gaither,? Mr. Caldwell‘ or any of the Salisbury District mem- 
bers except this one whose artifice has involved an accusation 
never intended or expressed—Any thing that he may have 
communicated contrary to what is here acknowledged is false. 

I am with respect, and sincere 
regard, your most obedt. 
humble Servant 
M. Sroxsgs. 
Jno. Steele Esqr. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


wWteele’s second term as representative in Congress was to ex- 
pire March, 1793. He did not offer for reelection in 1792, ap- 
parently in the expectation of securing a Senatorial toga. 

"Lewis Beard, in Commons from Salisbury Borough. 

’Basil Gaither, in Commons for Rowan County. 

4David Caldwell, in State Senate for Iredell County. 


90 Tur Nortu Carouina Historica ComMMISSsION 


Cha(rie)s Harris’ to John Steele 
Memorandum [17922] 


Mr. Steele is requested to pay Doctor Rush? what I owe him 
and receive his note against me, it is about £12 or 18¢. 

Also to pay off a note due Mr. Tatom Taylor in 2d Street 
and receive my note from him and gold watch his note is 
about £14. 

Also if Charles Harris should call upon you for 20 dol- 
lars, by my order, you are requested to give it to him.on my 
account. Cuas. Harris. 

If Charles Harris should not call upon,—The ballance 
may be left subject to a future order for books, or if you 
should [find] it inconvenient it may remain in your hands 
untill you return. C. Harris. 

Endorsed : 

Payments made by John Steele for Charles Harris vizt. 


Dolls. Cents 


To Rush for his note 40. 33 
TOU iW aD eck ee cksste ees ie 33 
41. 66 
Memorandum to pay money for Chas. Harris. 
44 Dollars 
41.66 
2.34 


John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


*The editor is of the opinion that this memorandum was written 
by Charles Harris, a physician, residing at ‘“Favoni’ in Cabarrus 
County. Also he thinks the Charles Harris referred to in the 
context was Charles Wilson Harris, nephew of Dr. Charles Harris, 
and a graduate of Princeton in 1792. Charles Wilson Harris became 
‘utor in mathematics in the University of North Carolina in 1795 
and the following year ‘‘presiding professor.” See the prefatory 
note to “The Harris Letters,’ published in Vol. 14, James Sprunt 
Historical Publications; also the letters. : 

?Benjamin Rush, of Philadelphia, signer of the Declaration of 
Independence, and a noted physician. He played a very important 


Tue STEELE Papers 91 


Philip Freneau to John Steele 


[Jan. 1793] 


I received from John Steele Esqr. three dollars in full for 
one Years subscription to the National Gazette,! commencing 
at No. 123—per me 

Puriuie FreneEav. 
£1.2.6. 

Endorsed : 

Philip Freneau 
3 dolls Recevd. 


A.D.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


John Steele to Montfort Stokes 


Pua. January 23d. 1793. 
Sur 

Your letter of the 28th Decemr. from New Bern reached me 
yesterday, and this answer is intended to be trasmitted by the 
first Salisbury post succeeding its arrival. 

The readiness with which I enter this correspondence, will 
evince my impatience to~ obtain satisfactory explanations of 
certain reports which are said to have circulated at the assembly 
injurious to my reputation. 

It is sufficient for a public officer to oppose his general con- 
duct, to all general charges and let time make its decision. 


role in the fight against the epidemic of yellow fever which visited 
Philadelphia in 1793 and recurred several times thereafter. Charles 
Wilson Harris, in 1798, undertook treatment according to the 
theories of Dr. Rush. See “The Harris Letters,’ Sprunt Pubs., 
Vol. 14, pp. 59-60, Ed., Wagstaff. 

?The National Gazette, edited by Philip Frenau, completed its 
second year with the publication of number 208 in October, 1793. 
Suspending in that month, because of the yellow fever invasion 
of Philadelphia, it never resumed. Hudson, F., Journalism in 
America, 187. 
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To condescend to take notice of secret insinuations, wou’d 
shew a want of that pride which characterizes an honest man; 
but when charges are made pointedly, and publickly, by one 
whose situation entitles him to credit, they require serious, and 
manly, attention. 

The official conduct of a Representative is always open to in- 
vestigation—public character being public property, his con- 
stituents are authorized to animadvent upon it with freedom— 

But the exercise of this privilege shouw’d invariably be 
marked with a due regard for candor and truth. Whenever 
that sacred ground is departed from, private malice assumes the 
place of independence, and public good can no longer be 
considered as the motive. 

In all civilized countries there is a species of property called 
reputation, the honest tenure of which, Gentlemen are bound 
by common interest to secure to each other, and that tenure 
is more, or less, precious, as society becomes more or less 
enlightened. 

A free man, as you observe, has certainly the right to ex- 
ercise his judgment and to serve his friend, but in serving 
one friend he has not a right to blacken unjustly the character 
of another. Decency and justice are due even to an enemy. 

In regard to my resignation,’ as it has been improperly 
called—Let it answer for itself. 

I have lately reperused that paper, and would not alter a 
single letter if it was again to be presented. The epithets cast 
upon it at New Bern, are inapplicable to the writer, or the 
motives which influenced him. 


14See Winston to Steele, November 16, 1793, below. Steele’s sec- 
ond term in Congress was to expire March 2, 1793. He seems to 
have expressed a disinclination to a third term in the House and 
Joseph Winston had been chosen in the preceding November to 
represent the district in the Third Congress. Steele then offered 
for the United States Senate in succession to Governor Samuel 
Johnston, but the legislature, now become strongly Republican, 
chose Alexander Martin, who reflected Republican principles. Party 
spirit was running high in the State, and Stokes fell under Steele’s 
suspicion as having contributed to his political injury. 
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The gentlemen to whom you refer me for information, Colo. 
Caldwell’, Mr. Gaither,? and Mr. Beard,? possess my entire 
confidence, and on any necessary occasion their report wou’d be 
conclusive. But why trouble them with an affair which only 
concerns us, and which we are perfectly competent to settle 
ourselves. The following is a verbatim extract of a letter 
received by me, dated Decem. 16th. 1792. 


“Not willing to step forward openly themselves, they 
“found a proper tool in your friend Mont. Stokes. He first 
“secretly, then as it became necessary charged you with 
“deception, and duplicity in your public character, sup- 
“porting it by the relation of what he called a fact, viz. 
“the writing of two letters to two different men, con- 
“taining different principles, and contradictory assertions. 
“He declared himself the confidential depository of your 
“political views, and principles, that they were all aristo- 
“cratical, etc., etc., etc. nay that you were the devoted 
of Mr. Hamilton.* I did not hear him 
“assert these things myself but they were publickly men- 
“tioned as coming from him.” 


Thus Sir, I have carefully copied the above for your pe- 
rusal, not with the slightest intention of proving, or de- 
fending, but to obtain your own explicit answer. If such were 
not your declarations I am sure you will thank me for afford- 
ing you this oppunity to disown them. 


1David Caldwell, of Iredell, representative of Rowan in the Com- 
mons in 1788 and of Iredell (formed from a part of Rowan in 1788 
in the Senate 1791, 1792, and 1804. 

*Basil Gaither, of Rowan, thirteen times member of the State 
Assembly from 1788 to 1802. 

*Lewis Beard represented Rowan in the State Senate in 1793. 

‘Aiexander Hamilton, Secretary of the Treasury. In the super- 
heated political atmosphere of the first two decades of our national 
existence Alexander Hamilton’s ideas were supposed by the Re- 
publicans to embody ultra-conservative and aristocratic principles 
of government in contradistinction to their own ideal of popu- 
lar government. 
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Expecting an answer which will satisfy me, and do credit 
to your candor, I shall remain as heretofore, 
Your humble servant, 


Jno, STEELE 
Mont Stokes Esqr. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Montford Stokes to John Steele 


SatisBury tuesday March 5th. 1793. 
Sir: 

The post of this day brought me your letter of the 23rd. Jan- 
uary last:—I am obliged by your communication, not by fear 
of any consequences that might might arise by the worst ex- 
planation, but from a sincere desire that truth may at all 
times be, as I have heretofore endeavoured to make it, the first 
object of inquiry and the standard for every impartial de- 
cision:—For the purpose of drawing forth facts, I made the 
references to the gentleman mentioned in my letter to you from 
New Bern;—but as the assertion in the letter from the per- 
son who did not hear me say anything, but who writes to you 
many things as coming from me, seems to obtain a greater share 
of your belief than the pointed denials my letter contained, I 
am much at a loss by what other method I shall acquire 
credit than by appeal to candid well informed men, who were 
present, and to whom these offensive expressions of mine are 
said to have been uttered. 

The writer of the letter! which you quote might possibly 
have heard the sayings therein recapitulated, and might pos- 
sibly have heard that they were spoken by me;—at no time 
of my life have I been without acquaintances who were willing 
to be the makers and vile bearers of falsities intended to injure 
me; but as this correspondent of yours did not hear me say 
- See Steele to Stokes, January 23, 1793. The present letter of 


Stokes is an endeavor to clear himself of the imputation of political 
and personal manoeuvers against Steele. 
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anything respecting you, it would have been but barely justice 
for him to have been mentioned the name of some person who 
did hear the things spoken by me, of which I am accused. 
Far be it from me to call in question the veracity of your cor- 
respondent, who has made out a tolerable copious account of 
my speeches against you with two or three ete. etc. by way of 
comprehending what was said and what was not said;—the 
only point I wish to establish is this, that every word I ever 
spoke concerning you in the course of my whole life may be 
fairly and candidly rehearsed to you by any man of truth ;— 
if this were the case I should need neither explanation nor 

apology. 

If the only persons who heard me traduce and criminate you 
in the manner you write, are James Taylor and William Falke- 
ner (and I believe they will be found the only ones) from the 
testimony of such wretches there is no escape, and I believe I 
might upon the evidence of one of them, be found guilty of 
murder, or any other crime that my enemies might charge me 
with—The malice of Taylor with his vile accessory, the miser- 
able vender of games, heretofore the scourge of our unfor- 
tunate and credulous countrymen—what might not the combi- 
uation of two such imposters effect—Just God! thou hast sent 
scorpions to vex us for our iniquities.— 

In my letter to you from New Bern, I positively denied the 
speaking of any thing to prejudice your reputation:—I deny 
the saying of what is mentioned in your extract :—These things 
you have thought proper to take my assertion for——As for my 
being a “tool” of “thevrs” as mentioned by your correspondent, 
the thought is too contemptible to require an answer, even if I 
understood who was meant by “them” :—But this I will ven- 
ture to say, that there is such a chain of dependence in this 
country, that it is ten chances to one the writer of that para- 
graph is the wretched appendange of some still more wretched 
dependent. If it is not so, I rejoice in his prosperity. 

I will relate the manner of my quarrel with Taylor and 
conclude.—After two or three attempts to insult me on the 
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score of a letter I wrote the Sheriff of Rockingham, Taylor 
at last charged me with having said things to injure your elec- 
tion as a Senator, I replied that I had not said anything of the 
kind, and requested to know what it was—he said I had as- 
serted you had written two letters to two different men contain- 
ing two different principles and contrary assertions—I answered 
that I had not said so but I had frequently heard it—Taylor 
replied “it is a damned lye, and you are a damned lyar.”—This 
was said in the presence of at least half a dozen members of 
Assembly—if I have not fairly rendered it I hope I shall not 
see the morning—This matter made much noise and every- 
thing that Taylor could say was added to the mischief :—you 
know the usual liberal mode of what is termed electioniering :— 
if the friends of Mr. Martin’ or of Mr. Blount? who were the 
candidates could do anything to carry their points by saying 
things prejudicial to your character, how easy was it to lay the 
reports on me; they had Taylor at the head of all my enemies 
to say that it was even so—In vain did I attemp to investigate 
and deny these accusations;——in all my enquiries there was not 
a man found who heard me say one single word of what was 
written to you by your correspondent.—I went personally to 
every member from the District except one :—none could tell me 
anything more than that Taylor (& one person said Falkener) 
had said I exclaimed against you. This is all I have to write 
in addition to my former letter. You must judge how far this 
narrative deserves credit, and how far it will obtain your belief. 
—It is now midnight, the post goes by sunrise, and the death of 
Laumann with whom I have been, disqualifies me from writing 


1Alexander Martin, of Guilford, successful candidate for the 
United States Senate, his term to begin December, 1793. He was 
Governor at the time of his election and in the last of the three 
consecutive terms allowed by the Constitution. 

2Thomas Blount, of Edgecombe, representative in Congress 1793- 
1799, 1805-1809, 1811-1818, dying in office during the Twelfth Con- 
gress. 
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with that degree of leisure and consideration I could have 
wished. I am your humble servant 


M. Sroxes 
John Steele Esq. 


Address : 
The Honl. John Steele esquire 

at Petersburg 

on his return from 

Congress 
Salisbury March 6th. 
recd. from Petersbg. 2 
22nd Mch. 


This letter ought to be 
marked free. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Rich(ar)d Edgeworth to Will(1)am Stephens 


SaLisBURY 


August 8th 
D. Sir 1793 
On demand please pay Mr. Will(ia)m Chapman or order 
the sum of Fourteen pounds Sterling & Chirge it to Sir 


Your Humble Servt. 


Ricup. Enerworru. 
Mr. 


Will(i)am Stephens 
No. 15 Elliot St. 


Charleston. 
Endorsed : 


Received from John Steele full satisfaction and payment of 
the within bill he having passed his word to be forthcoming 
for the same. 

7 
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In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand at 
Salisbury 9th day of June 1794. . 
Wm. CuHapMan. 
Wit 
Wm. Chapman. 


A.D.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


John Steele to Joseph Winston 


Sarispury Septem. 30th 1793 
Sir 4 

I suppose you have heard that some reports were put 
in circulation! during the last session of assembly very in- 
jurious to my public character. Among other things it was as- 
serted by my enemies, that I had written two letters of the 
same date to different gentlemen, containing different prin- 
ciples and contradictory declarations. 

This is the only charge that hurt my feelings in the slight- 
est degree, and the only one which I have taken any pains 
to investigate. In tracing the report I find that it originated 
at Capt. Yarborough’s? in Salisbury during the time of Supr 
Court, and that the contradictory assertions so injurious to my 
character, and so offensive to some people, should have been 
found in letters directed to you, and Colo. Smith*® of Meckenburg 
County. As I do not mean to lye under this imputation, I must 
request the favor of you to inform me—all that you know 
about the affair, and particularly whether you and Colo. Smith 


1See Steele to Stokes, January 23, and Stokes to Steele, March 5, 
1793. 

*Captain Edward Yarborough. It was at Yarborough’s house 
that President Washington stopped for a night in Salisbury on 
his Southern tour of 1791. A son of Captain Edward Yarborough, 
Edward Yarborough, Jr., established the “Yarborough House” in 
Raleigh, where it is a leading hostelry to the present day. 

3Colonel Robert Smith. He commanded under General Griffith 
Rutherford in a campaign against the Tories in the western coun- 
ties in 1781. When Cabarrus County was cut off Mecklenburg in 
1792, Colonel Smith represented the new county in the Com- 
mons for the first three years and again in 1801. 
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ever compared any letters of mine at Capt. Y’s or elsewhere. 
Upon an application to Col. Smith for similar information he 
informed me that no such comparison had ever been made to his 
knowledge, but he recollected that my public conduct being the 
subject of conversation in a large company at Col. Y’s in the 
Supr. Court of Septem. term 1790 he or some one else ob- 
served that Mr. Steele while at Congress wrote as many letters 
to the Antifederalists as to the Federalists and that he would 
shortly be as popular with one party, as with the other. 

It is true, I wrote as many public letters to Gentlemen who 
had been opposed to the Fedl. Constitution, as to those who had 
favored its adoption, but it is not true that I ever acted with 
duplicity, or even indecision towards any man. I represented 
the division, and was not elected by or for any particular party. 
Being the representative of all, I attempted to give information 
to all, and in that I did my duty. 

If it will not be too great a trespass upon your time, I will 
thank you to have all the letters you ever received from me 
while in Congress correctly copied retain the copies yourself, 
and send me the originals. 

With them I shall have it in my power to satisfy my friends, 
if any should yet remain unsatisfied, and bid defiance to my 
enemies, some of whom have not only acted ungenerously, but 
unmanly. ‘ 

I am extremely sorry to give you all this trouble in a matter 
which only concerns me; but I trust it will be excused, when you 
consider that my object is not to accuse others, so much as 
to exonerate myself— 

I am Dear Sir, 
Yours ete. 

[ Endorsed :] 

Copy of a letter from 
John Steele to Jo. Winnston 
September 30th. 1793: 


John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 
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Joseph Winston, to John Steele ‘ 


Preasant Grove, Novem. 16th. 17938. 
Dear Str, — 

Your Letter of the date 30th of September rec’d and I do 
myself the pleasure of complying with your request—I very 
well remember being at Capt. Yarborough’s in Salisbury dur- 
ing the Supr. Court. 90. that your letter dated at New York 
June 20th. 90. was handed to me at that time and place. and 
I am well satisfied that Colo. Smith &’myself never compared 
that letter or any other that you wrote me, for I never had 
any other at that place of yours. Neither had we any Conversa- 
tion on the Subject to the best of my knowledge—TI never heard 
your public character called in question before you sent your 
resignation to the grand Jury of Salisbury Dist. Since then, 
and the last session of Assembly, I have heard a great deal 
that should have been said against you at the Assembly, not 
from any letter that you should have wrote, but from the man- 
ner of your resigning and then offering as a Senator ete.— 
have enclosed your five letters you were kind enough to send me 
when in Congress. I cannot think they contain anything that 
will Criminate you in any Case. 

But so it is that a man in high life is a public mark for 
every Scoundrel to shoot at after he has done the best he 
can for the public good they are but little thanked for it, and 
are improfertable Servants——I propose setting out the 13th. In- 
stant for the Northward and shall be happy to hear from you 
while at Congress.! 

IT am Dear Sir your friend & Servt. 
Jos. Winston 
John Steele Esquire 
Salisbury 
[ Endorsed ] 
Jos. Winnston to J. Steele 
Nov. 6th. 1793. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


1Joseph Winston was elected to the seat in Congress that Steele 
had just vacated. 
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Tenche Coxe to John Steele 


Puiapetpuia Novem 19th 1793 
Dear Sir 

I trust that the great derangement of the public Business 
produced by the late malady? in this city will excuse to you 
some apparent inattention to your letter of the 17th Sept. I 
put that inclosed into the hands of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury and I have since had a conversation with him on the 
Subject. 

From the opporiunities I have had of knowing your qualifi- 
cations and comparing them with those who may be your com- 
petitors I should not doubt that your chances in the line you 
have in view were good. In regard to my personal conduct 
in the matter it will conform with that opinion, and with what 
I had the honor to say to you in Philadelphia.— 

Col. Hamilton, who I suppose will write you, expressed an 
opinion that there must be occasions when your qualifi- 
cations would redound to your own credit and advantage and 
that of the United States in the way you have in view. 

Will you inform me whether you have been accustomed to 
accounts; whether you have read regularly and practiced law; 
whether you have any particular office in view or when you 
shall have;—whether you would move to any of the Towns at 
a distance from your present residence for any Collectorship, 
the loan office, etc, if they should become vacant and particu- 
larly who in the present list of Senators and Representatives 


1Tenche Coxe was born in Philadelphia in 1755. He was strongly 
Federalist in politics and was appointed assistant Secretary of 
the Treasury in 1789 and served until 1792. From 1792 to 1798 he 
was United States Commissioner of Revenue. Having reversed his 
politics about 1800 he was appointed by Jefferson in 1803 as 
Purveyor of Public Supplies, which office he held until 1812. Coxe 
is sometimes known as the father of the American cotton industry, 
having contributed materially to the establishment both of the 
culture and the manufacture of cotton in America. He died in 
Philadelphia in 1824. 

"The yellow fever epidemic that afflicted Philadelphia in the 
summer of 1793 and recurred for a number of years thereafter. 
The first outbreak, that of 1793, carried off more than thirty-five 
hundred persons before cold weather put a stop to its ravages. 
Panic reigned in the city and most of the governmental officials 
fled to Trenton or Germantown. 
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of North Carolina you will recommend my conferring with 
most particularly on any opening to serve your interests... 

Mr. Jefferson resigns,” I believe, without doubt in 1793— 
Mr. Randolph® is among those talked of to succeed him and 
it 1s my present opinion he will be the person.— 

No attorney General in that event has been mentioned but 
Mr. Lewis of Pennsylvania. There will no doubt be other can- 
didates*— 

If you have any office at the seat of Government in view 
be pleased to mention it. Excuse this hasty letter, for we are 
hurried in an uncommon degree.— 

I have the honor to be dear Sir 
Your most obedient servant 
TrencuH Coxe 


\ 


John Steele Esquire 
Salisbury 
North Carolina 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


1The tenor of this letter indicates that Steele had, upon his re- 
tirement from Congress, and before leaving Philadelphia in March, 
made some tentative advances to the Treasury Department look- 
ing toward a position under its authority. Coxe was Commissioner 
of the Revenue; but Steele had evidently also approached Ham- 
ilton himself. 

Thomas Jefferson retired from the Secretaryship of State as a 
result of the increasing divergence of principles and policies rep- 
resented by himself and Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of the 
Treasury. President Washington more and more inclined to lean 
in Hamilcon’s direction, and hence Jefferson’s position became 
an uncomfortable one. Retiring from the cabinet at the end of 
1793 he was thereafter free to devote his energies to furthering his 
political principles through the organization that now took form 
under his leadership and began to call itself the Republican party. 

‘Edmund Randolph, of Virginia, assumed the office of Secretary 
of State January 2, 1794. He had been Attorney-General since 
1789. 

‘William Bradford, of Pennsylvania, became Attorney-General in 
succession to Randolph. 
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Commission to John Steele 
[8 January 1794] 


STATE OF 
NORTH-CAROLINA 


TO JOHN STEELE ESQUIRE GREETING: 


We reposing special confidence and trust in your patriotism, 
valor, conduct and abilities, do by these presents constitute and 
appoint you Major General of the fourth division of Militia 
in the said State. YOU are therefore carefully and diligently to 
discharge the duty of Major General—by exercising and well 
disciplining the soldiers under your command, and by doing 
and performing all manner of things thereunto belonging: And 
we do strictly charge and require all officers and soldiers 
under your command to be obedient to your orders As Major 
General and you are to observe and follow such orders and 
directions from time to time, as you shall receive from your 
superior officers, according to the directions of military dis- 
cipline, and the laws of the State. 

Witness, RICHARD DOBBS SPAIGHT Esquire, our Gov- 
ernor, Captin-General and Commander in Chief, under his 
hand and the great seal of the State, which he hath caused to 
be hereunto affixed, at Fayetteville, the 8th day of January 
A. D. 1794 in the Eighteenth year of our (ndependence. 

Ricuarp Dosss Spateut? 

By his Excellency’s command 

Address: 

Frans. Hawks, Pro. seccy. 
Major General 
John Steele 


A.D.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


1Member of the Continental Congress 1783-1785; member of the 
Federal Constitutional Convention 1787; Governor of North Caro- 
lina 1792-1795; member of the Fifth and Sixth Congresses; killed 
in a duel with John Stanly in 1802. See M. DeL. Haywood’s Richard 
Dobbs Spaight in Ashe, ed. Biog. Hist. of N. C., IV, 397-403. 
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William Barry Grove’ to John Steele ® 


Puma. April 2d—94 

Dear Steele 

I believe you have heard from me twice since I recd. your 
favor of 18th Feby, in those Letters I just acknowledged the 
recet. of yours and gave you a few lines on the spur of the oc- 
casion without replying to the several matters contained in it. I 
have now set down to fulfill your request & and my own inclina- 
tion in giving you a full account of all things, so far as is con- 
sistent with the length of a letter, & a regard to your Patience 
in perusing it———-You afforded me consolation by your ob- 
servations on the Resoluts. respecting Commerce” etc. I was 
the only Member from the State that did not from a principle 
of Policy think favorably of the system, Colo. Gillespie? had 
doubts, but they ended in a fixed opposition, & had any final 
Votes been taken, him and myself would have been alone from 
North Carolina—I really join you in the opinion that you 


‘William Barry Grove, of Fayetteville, after three years of 
service in the State Legislature and membership in the Hills- 
borough Convention, 1788, and the Fayetteville Convention, 1789 
(the first of which rejected and the second of which ratified the 
Federal Constitution), was elected to the Second Congress and 
served continuously from 1791 to 1803 in that body. He was a 
warm Federalist in opinions and politics and his correspondence 
with party friends throws interesting side-lights upon national 
affairs during his period of congressional service. The above 
letter is one of three to Steele already published by Dr. Kemp P. 
Battle in The James Sprunt Historical Monographs No. 3. Other 
Sas ae appear in the same number; and still others in Vol. 
XCUNOS 2: 

Resolutions introduced by James Madison, of Virginia, into the 
House of Representatives on January 8, 1794, the purpose being to 
lay discriminatory duties, under the power of Congress to regulate 
foreign commerce, upon such nations as refused to enter liberal 
reciprocal trade relations with us. The duty proposed was 5 
per cent, and the nation aimed at was Great Britain, who was 
enjoying not only the greater amount of our trade without recip- 
rocal advantages to us, but was also laying our trade under ever- 
tightening restrictions as a result of the war with France. The 
resolutions brought forth one of the ablest debates of our early 
history and ultimately failed of passage by only five votes. See 
Annals of Congress, Third Congress, Howse Proceedings, January 
3, and following. 

: shag Gillespie, representative from North Carolina 1793-99, and 

803-05. 
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entertain the Views & Policy of some of the Dom n Gen- 
try,’ and if we wrong them in attributing those motives to 
them, ’tis only paying them part of the Inters of the wrongs 
tn that way they have urged on others—But the Resolutions at 
present are in a trance, and if the Motives of the mover & 
some of the Advocates were to bring about a misunderstanding 
between this country & Gr Britain, they are likely to see their 
views accomplished, and perhaps like Deamons, so evil is pro- 
duced, they are gratifyed no matter from what cause—In an- 
swer to your observation relative to the Pamphleteer & his aid 
I would not advise any man to ride a mile to correct them, or 
their dastardly squibs—tho’ I would put a black mark on 
them to know them again. 

Shortly after my arrival here from the Assembly you & 
your public conduct was matter of conversation at our lodgings 
one evening, present our friend Macon? The Hon. John Brown? 
of the Senate, Colo. Blount* Colo. Parker, and Colo. Me- 
Dowall,® with some New England Gentlemen who live at 
Frances’ with us, and a certain High Priest of the Jews I 
believe, tho a mighty Dominion man’— Some of the company 
by insinuations etc. ete. “were induced to fear your conduct 
was disapproved of generally in our State” & in your own Coun- 
try in particular—that you were not fond enough of the 


1The Virginia delegation in Congress, nineteen in number and 
greater than any other State delegation continuously until 1813, 
was an object of jealousy not only by virtue of its size, but by 
virtue of the predominance of its leaders in national affairs. James 
Madison led the delegation at this date and its drift was strongly 
toward Jefferson’s position on domestic and foreign questions. 
“Dominion Gentry” as used by Grove includes Jefferson. 

2Nathaniel Macon, representing North Carolina for thirty-seven 
consecutive years in Congress (1791-1815 in House, and 1815-1828 
in Senate) was a Republican of the strict type. Nevertheless it 
was with reluctance that he classified as a party man; and more 
than any other Republican he retained the confidence and friend- 
ship of ‘the Federalist. See Dodd, W. E., Life of Nathaniel Macon; 
also Macon Letters, Sprunt Monographs Nos. 2 and 38. 

3John Brown, senator from Kentucky 1792-1805. 

‘Thomas Blount, representative from North Carolina, 1793-99; 
1805-07, and 1811-12. 

5Josiah Parker, representative from Virginia 1789-1801. 

®*Joseph McDowell, representative from North Carolina 1793-95 
and 1797-99. 

7This reference is obscure, though James Madison is probably 
meant. 
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Virg—as., [Virginians] or as I replied you were not subserv- 
ient to them—You were too intimate with Mr. Hamilton,*as 
proof he had breakfasted with you—in short time would 
shew that the People of our State would desert you—I need 
not tell you all these things I did not hesitate to reply in 
pretty warm terms and to lay out the monster envy which 
I considered had created these sentiments—I ended by saying 
what I verily believed without any flummery, that for 
every vote you have ever given, you had an honorable & 
honest motive, & that you were the most Popular Man in the 
State, and that before the then session of Assembly rose, if an 
oppor—y, offered, my declaration would be verified—So that 
independent of my pleasure at your appointment of Major 
General,’ I felt my judgment at stake—The Hon. J————e? 
“Cauvauted,’ don’t laugh at the expression, it suits the idea 
I meant to convey, and you know ’tis orthodox from the 
Derivation, he felt for the honor of his Hon. friend, & all 
Hon. Military Gentl. of his District, ete—I laughed, I soothed, 
I reasoned, I did better, I told him as he was ineligible from 
the present Honl. station he was in, I did not know a man in 
the Division so proper in my opinion as yourself—this in a 
degree lulled his active soul to rest—If he had less Vanity & 
a little more understanding he would be passable—all these 
things as you say are a sort of Confidential scribble— 

To give you a tolerable idea of the worthies of Congress is no 
easy job—of the new Hands however I shall try to give you 
some impression of the abilities etc. of the Speakers so far as 
I am capable of Judging—lets begin at the foundation, & at 
North Point—from N. H. Mr. Sherebourne® is a man of 


1Steele’s commission as Major-General of Militia is of date Janu- 
ary 4, 1794. 

2Joseph (Joe) McDowell seems to be aimed at in this reference. 
McDowell was politically and somewhat personally hostile to Steele 
at this date. See correspondence between Steele and McDowell in 
Sprunt Monograph No. 3, in which the same matter is under dis- 
cussion. 

?John Samuel Sherburne (1757-1830), representative from New 
Hampshire (1793-1797). 
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talents & speaks handsome, tho seldom—Mas**, Mr. Dex- 
ter’ a calm reasoner, rather refined for common ears, a man 
of good sense—Colo. Lyman® often on the floor, not very 
flowery nor tedious, but a little of Roger Sherman* in cun—g. 
Genl. Dearborne,* an old Continental officer, strong natural 
sense, and in all a pretty clever man—better fitted for the 
Military than a Legislator however—C—t—Mr. Swift>— 
speaks sometimes—-a good natured man, tho no orator—Mr. 
Tracy,® a man of Humour & strong mind, he is of considerable 
weight, and tho not very refined in pronunciation or lan- 
guage, he is like most of his Countrymen clear headed, knows 
what he would be at, and has a tolerable manner of express- 
ing himself, that others may see his object—Mr. Coit" 
speaks very seldom though in my opinion with perspicuity, & 
handsomely—R.I—you know the old member® & the 
new one® does not Speak in the House—N.Y.—Mr. Watts!° 
from the City is no orator, but I believe he is a man of pretty 
good understanding, Mr. Gilbert!! speaks correctly tho has 


1Samuel Dexter (1761-1816), representative from Massachusetts 
1793-1795; United States Senator 1799-1800; Secretary of War, May 
to December, 1800; and Secretary of the Treasury from December, 
1800 to March 4, 1801. 

?William Lyman (1755-1811), representative from Massachusetts 
1793-1797. 

sRoger Sherman (1721-1793) represented Massachusetts in the 
Continental Congress, the Philadelphia Convention, the First Con- 
gress, and the United States Senate from 1791 until his death. 

‘Henry Dearborn (1751-1829), representative from Massachu- 
setts 1793-1797; Secretary of War 1801-1809; Senior Major-General 
in War of 1812; Minister to Portugal 1822-1824. 

5Zephaniah Swift (1759-1823), representative from Connecticut 
1793-1797; member of the Hartford Convention 1814. 

‘Uriah Tracy (1755-1807), representative from Connecticut 1793- 
1796; United States Senator 1796-1807. 

7Joshua Coit (1758-1798), representative from Connecticut 1793- 
1798. 

8Benjamin Bourn (1755-1808), representative from Rhode Island 
1790-1796. 

Francis Malbone (1757-1809), representative from Rhode Island 
1793-1797; United States Senator from March 4, 1809 until his death 
June 4 of the same year. 

John Watts (1749-1836), representative from New York 1793- 
1795. 

uzekiel Gilbert (1756-1842), representative from New York 
1793-1797. 
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an impediment—N. Jersey—no new speaker—P—a. Mr. Smi- 
ley!—a man who was very Popular in the State assembly, he is 
a great Demo.[crat] and taulks tolerable well—you know Mr. 
Scott—he is a right sensible old man—D.[elaware] all the 
oratory of that State in the Senate—M.[aryland] Mr. Smith? 
of Baltimore—a red hot flaming Speaker, a good Merct. a 
warm Patriot—rather too much fire for a Politician and a 
calm Legislator. Wa. Mr. Nicholas*—A good voice & toler- 
able orator, he is too warm & fond of annexing wrong motwes 
to those who differ from him—Mr. Harrison,‘ a pleasant man 
and speaks pretty well—N.C. oh, ah, yes, true—you are acquaint 
then with the Gentleman I alledge—S.C. Mr. Hunter® is a 
man of sound judgment and a tolerable speaker—G.[eorgia | 
Mr. Carnes® has Handsome talents for speaking, but from 
Diffidence or from other causes he seldom says anything—so 
I have gone through the Continent in the lower House, per- 
haps I have not done the Gentlemen justice, but really I mean 
not by what I have said to injure one of them—Now Mr. 
G[rove] be so good as to step upstairs and take a peep into the 
Senate chamber—That mighty conclave where it has been sur- 
mised Majestic Majack dwealt, where the illumed minds of 
mortals shone so bright as to exclude the rays of light from 
Heaven—where it has been suggested that Dangerous Vice sits 
as a minion on a throne, to make the hateful monster aris- 
tocracy lose all its proud & surley Features by dressing it in the 
garb of Davilla,? The Deception however is discovered, and 


14John Smilie (1741-1812), representative from Pennsylvania 1793- 
1795 and 1799-1812. 

*Samuel Smith (1752-1839), representative from Maryland 1793- 
1803 and 1815-1822; United States Senator 1822-1833. 

*John Nicholas (1761-1819), representative from Virginia 1793- 
1799. 

‘Carter B. Harrison, representative from Virginia 1793-1799. 

'John Hunter (c 1760), representative from South Carolina 1793- 
1795; United States Senator 1796-1798, resigned. 

®*Thomas P. Carnes (1762-1822), representative from Georgia 
1793-1795; a judge ot the Supreme Court of Georgia; a member 
of the Georgia commission on the boundary dispute with North 
Carolina in 1806. 

‘John Adams, Vice-President of the United States 1789-1797 and 
thus presiding officer of the Senate, published 1790, his Discourses 
on Danila, a work which was popularly supposed to reflect his ideas 
on governmen't. Monarchist and anti-democratic in its tone, the 
work operated powerfully to destroy Adams’ popularity in an age 
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the Lords, the mighty Lords, are to be beheld as soon as ac- 
commodations can be prepared for the People, who in their 
compassion must behold some of them with Pity because they 
may expose their weakness in an unguarded hour—to be short 
with you the Doors of the Senate are to be opened next session— 
when some of these within will shew their nakedness'\—I was 
present at times during the discussion of Galetines Election,” 
he has lost his seat, not having been an actual citizen 9 years— 
tho an Inhabitant—11 years or near it, he only wanted a few 
months—The Genl.* is still that warm and vocifirous Orator 
you knew him—when below, he spoke so that those above 
might hear, now he wants those below to participate—Gov. 
Martin‘ was a stzff Advocate for opening the Doors, and 
gained no small credit for his perseverance and success in his 
motion— 

It is indeed a very unpleasant thing to be confined in a 
close room or indeed in a ho-l-lw L—g [hollow log]® in a 
warm day—By the Lord you’! bring me into, a scrape— 

You ask what influence brt. Randolph® in—I answer it by 
saying ’tis the question every one asks, and no one can tell—I 
think from the general opinion let whatever influence brt. him 
in he will carry not much out I suspect—even the Virginians 
are displeased at the appointment—but ’tis said Madison would 
not accept it—It is said Knox & Hamilton will resign—I dont 
and among a people tending strongly against the current of his ideas. 


For Danila, see Life and Works of John Adams, VI 227-409, C. F. 
Adams. 

1The Legislature as well as the executive sessions of the Senate 
were closed to the public until the second session of the Third 
Congress beginning November, 1794. 

2Albert Gallatin took his seat as senator from Pennsylvania in 
December, 1793; served until February, 1794, when the Senate de- 
clared his election void because he had not been a citizen for the 
requisite number of years. 

3General James Jackson, of Georgia, a patriot of the Revolution; 
representative 1789-91; senator 1793-1795; Governor 1798-1801; sen- 
ator 1801-1806. 

4AlJexander Martin, senator from North Carolina in succession 
to Samuel Johnston. 

5The reference here is to the charge by Martin’s opponents that 
he hid in a hollow log in the battle with the British at German- 
ton during the Revolution. 

*‘Hdmund Randolph, of Virginia, was transferred January 2, 1794, 
from the Attorney-Generalship to the Secretaryship of State in suc- 
cession to Thomas Jefferson. 
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believe it—tho if we should have a war, I think ’tis probable 
Hamilton will be Commd. in Chief'—He is certainly a man of 
fine talents, and altho I dislike his politics on many subjects— 
I admire his genius—I go very seldom to Court, and less to 
Madams than usual, the Theatre takes off many ladies—& you 
may often make your bow to her & Miss Custis? and perhaps 
not see five ladies the whole even.—I suspect your remark that 
a man should make his Nod on Tuesdays to be remembered is 
true enough—you know however the Man, whatever he may 
think he says little on any subject—altho I think he is more 
relaxed in his conversation than formerly— 

I assure you I felt concerned on hearing of the Death of the 
Old Genrl. I sincerely wish all his family well—and am sorry 
for the Girls if he has neglected making proper Provision for 
them—for in my opinion they are Deserving of everything that 
should make them Happy, there not having fortunes would not 
lessen their worth in my mind—and if I remember well I 
thought Pol—y a remarkable fine woman—I wish them both 
well married & very Happy— 

Hey-ho so, she has got it at last has she—Does Anderson 
become a member of your town? I told Gen. Lock*® the widow 
was renewing her age, & that I expected she would captivate 
him when he got home—your apology for what you call trifles 
in your letter was unnecessary, everything relative to a mans 
Country & acquaintances is interesting to him, more especially 
when he is from home—and such little anecdotes are to the 
mind, what syllabubs, custards, and ice cream are to the 
stomack after a hearty meal, they tend to assist digestion and 
qualify the cruder substances, as I mean to begin a new sheet 
with a new subject I must end this space with this subject— 
then such trifles assist, and tend, tend; to fill up a sheet as I 
have done this, and as Boys eat bread, to fill up chinks— 


‘Alexander Hamilton, though not formally appointed commander- 
in-chief, directed the Federal forces which put down the move- 
ment in Western Pennsylvania in 1794 known as the Whiskey In- 
surrection. 

*Hleanor Custis, daughter of John Parke Custis, and grand- 
daughter of Mrs. Washington. 

®Mathew Locke (1730-1801), Brigadier-General of North Carolina 
troops during the Revolution; member of Congress 1793-1799. See 
Rumple, History of Rowan County, 124, et seq. 
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I believe Mr. Macon & myself have warned you of the 
threatning storm, I assure you it has a dark appearance— 
Orders were privately issued from the Court of St. James on 
the 6th. Nov. to all the armed vessels ete of his Majesty to seize 
all neutral vessels bound to or from the French Islands and 
take them as lawful prizes etc—our trade to France had been 
knocked up by a [similar] order in August—but it being made 
public our Merchants & Vessels conducted accordingly and no 
very great injury was done—-further than preventing us from 
pursuing a fair & profitable trade—remonstrance was made & 
a promise in part to restore property etc. however this further 
order of the 6th. of Nov. was issued & put in force before our 
Minister at London knew any thing of the business—he wrote 
on the 25th, of Nov.—when he informed us Lord Grenville? 
expressed great respect for the Americans & their Neutral rights 
—that his Majesty was pleased at their prosperity and a D—n 
deal more such stuff—when at that very time or a few days be- 
fore they issued orders to seize & Condemn all our Vessels, 
which were in a fair commerce, for the Americans were allowed 
to trade to the French Islands before the death of the King* 
nearly 2 years—we have recd. within a few days a taulk De- 
livered by Lord Dorchester? to the Indians, full of hints and in- 
sidious language, pointed at the Und. States—he tells them ’tis 
not unlikely his Master may be at war with us—ete. ete. and that 
they shall find a Friend in the British People either in Peace 
or War—that we have forfeited there Lands & Posts or words 
to that amount—Our Consul at St. Fustatia has given us a 
few days ago an account officially of the Depredations & spoila- 
tions Committed by the British Cruizers under the order of 
the 6th. Nov. upwards of 250 sail American Vessels are taken, 
150 were condemned—and the same fate awaits them all—you 
must at once see the effect these things added to all other injuries 
produces in the Public mind against that faithless Government 


1The French West Indies. 

*Lord William Grenville, president of the Board of Trade in 
the Younger Pitt’s ministry. 

*Louis XVI, executed in Paris January 21, 1793, upon which 
event England declared war against the Revolution. 

‘Sir Guy Carleton (Lord Dorchester), Governor-General of Canada. 


112 Tue Nortu Carouina Historica, ComMIssion 


of Gr. Britain—In Nov. last that Perfidious Court full of hope 
& Conscious of success, from her uncommon exertions & that of 
the Allies against France—had beyond any manner of Doubt 
formed a plan of ruining the Commerce of America, and our 
growing marine, of prostrating us once more at her feet where 
no mercy is to be expected—and perhaps all powerful by her 
allies she meditated a serious design of Subjugating Freedom 
Liberty, & Republicanism, in America, that spot where the 
sacred flame first appeared in modern times, and where I hope 
it may never be extinguished but by a total annihilation of the 
very Earth itself—that such a plan and system has been Contem- 
plated by Britain and her combined Despots begins to appear as 
clear as day—they thought conquering France & Dividing it 
would be nothing, while Freedom and the rights of Man in a 
rational sense, remained triumphant in America, that spot where 
Frenchmen caught the never dying flame, the effect of which 
has shaken Europe to its Center, and made every Tyran|[t] 
shudder on his Throne—I say they thought reducing France to 
her former misery, would be but half the work, they premedi- 
tated the putting the ax to the root, and that must be done in 
the United States—What a scene of horror does the very idea 
present—and what feelings do they produce in an American 
breast—America the assylum for the oppressed and virtuous of 
all the Wourld, where even vice itself loses its powers in a meas- 
ure, because there exists little inducement to the vicious—where 
all men enjoy under a system of Laws, equal rights, & equal ad- 
vantages, where the rights & interests of strangers are guarded 
& protected in a peculiar manner—where the Citizens & the 
Govt. in their intercourse with other Nations treat them with 
Friendship, Justice, & open Candour, where the subjects of all 
Nations can dwell in peace & safety, pursue their several occu- 
pations & retire with all their effects to their native Country, 
loaded with the wealth they acquired among us—under such 
circumstances is it not wonderful, is it not melancholy that 
there should exist a set of men, combined by fell ambition to 
destroy the Peace & harmony of such a Country—yet such has 
been the case I do believe—and had not the French been so glori- 
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ously sugcessful the last winter, I suspect American Blood, would 
have mingled with the cut throats of Europe in our own Country 
before next Jany. 

But the Republican French have been uncommonly fortunate, 
in repelling their enemies, so much so as to give a strong hope 
Peace may be expected, or at least the fangs of the Lyon [British 
Lion] are so blunted as to apprehend less danger from him— 
and John Bull begins to be tired of the business, tis believed— 
Tho we have yet got nothing from Mr. Pinckney! since Nov.— 
An embargo is laid for 30 days, it may be the means of making 
Sir Chs. Jervis and his troops in the W. Indies keep tent until 
we know more of matters—tho we have by way of W. Indies a 
new set of instructions of the 8th Jany. annulling the orders 
of the 6th. Nov. and giving Americans some little more freedom 
of trade, but We will shew them before We are Done, Americans 
dont intend to obey the King & Counsil as our fore Fathers 
did; they order matters better in America now—a Resolution 
has been under discussion for two days proposing to Sequester 
all British debts to be pd. into the Treasury as a fund to pay 
the Amern. Citizens in case Justice is not done them by the 
British Govert—I confess I do not like to meddle with private 
Contracts, but really I see no other mode of securing such a 
fathless Govert. to keep the Peace & Do Justice— 

We have a plan before us for organizing 80—m Militia—I 
send you the plan as reported. to raise 800 more men to guard 
the several ports and Provisionally 15000 Regulars in case of 
War these things will astonish you I am sure, tho they are only 
propositions—I am for no other force than the young men of 
the Militia from 18 to 25—or so and particularly while tis not 
certain we shall want no other foree—The increase of Expenses, 
Fortifications, purchasing arms, etc. etc. etc—will make the cur- 
rent expenses upwards of five and one half million of dollars 
for ’94—the probable Deficiencies of Revinue is 2,340,000 Dolls 
deducting the Probable Deficiencies of impost— 


1Thomas Pinckney of South Carolina, United States Minister to 
Great Britain 1792-1796. 


8 
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I am one of 15—a committee on this subject—to report ways 
& means—We have done nothing final yet, we had a meeting 
yesterday, & had Secy. H. before us, he appeared cursedly morti- 
fyed—those on the Committee who had been always opposed 
to References to him on this subject made no great show—I 
expected Mr. Madison would have come forward with some sys- 
tem, but he did not—I suspect we shall employ the Secy. yet—- 
stamps on law papers and assignments was proposed to be taxed, 
as one fund, Carriages of pleasure, and finally Land—I really 
fear we shall be obliged to lay a small tax on Land, or Polls 
What do you think—Will the people run the risque of leaving 
our Country in a defenceless state rather than pay a Land tax— 

I signed a paper a few days ago drawn up by Hawkins,’ ad- 
dressed to the People of the State, tis to be in Hodges paper2— 
I dont know that it can do any harm, but one reflection I wish 
I had not put my name to it—Macon was the only one did not 
sign it—all our acquaintances are well—Farewell my Dear Sir 


and Let me hear from you—Adieu 
W. B. Grove 
Genl. Steele 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


John Steele to Brigadiers McDowal, Irwin, and Armstrong 


Satispury Augt. 22d. 1794. 


(Circular) 
Sur 
I presume that before this time you have been furnished with 
an act® of the late assembly, Intituled “An act for raising the 


1Benjamin Hawkins (1754-1816), United States Senator from 
North Carolina 1789-1795. 

2The North Carolina Journal, published at Halifax, N. C., by 
Hodge and Wills. The paper begun in July, 1793, and continued 
to 1807. Abram Hodge was a veteran printer in the early history 
of the State. For his ventures see Weeks, The Press of North Caro- 
lina, 39, et seq. 

3In 1793 an act was passed by the assembly of North Carolina 
entitled “An act to carry into effect an act of Congress, entitled 
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proportion of Militia required of this State agreably to the act 
of Congress of the United States,” directing a detachment from 
the militia. 


It becomes my duty’ to request that you will loose no time 
in carrying this act into effect within your Brigade, and when 
compleated make return to Major General Brown,? who is ap- 
pointed to command the detachment. 

In obedience to the same law it also becomes my duty to ap- 
portion the field and other officers necessary to command the 
men called from each brigade within my division, and to require 
that the Brigadiers would adopt effectual measures to obtain 
fresh officers agreable to law. 


The total number required from your brigade amounts to........ 
(see the statement on the other side) which is a fraction more 
than one regiment, and less than three battalions. 

You will therefore call out one Lieutenant Colonel Command' 
of a Regiment, two Majors, and Captains Lieu- 
tenants, and Ensigns taking care to distribute the com- 
pany officers to the several Counties according to the numbers 
of men they respectively furnish, allowing One Capt. One Lieut. 
and One Ensign for each 64 privates. The field officers will be 


‘an act to provide more effectually for the national defense by 
establishing an uniform militia throughout the United States.’” 
This act reorganized the -militia system of the State, dividing it 
into nine brigade areas which were to compose four military di- 
visions. Over each of the four divisions a major-general was to 
be elected by joint ballot of the two Houses of the Assembly. Laws 
of North Carolina, 1793, Chapter I. The following year, at a ses- 
sion’ held at New Bern from July 7 to 18, the act of 1793 was 
amended and greatly extended. The officers being made ap- 
pointive at the hands of the Governor as commander-in-chief of 
the State’s military forces. Laws of North Carolina, 1794, Chapters 
II and III. 

1Richard Dobbs Spaight, Governor, on January 8, 1794, had ap- 
pointed John Steele as major-general of the Fourth Division. This 
division was composed of the three western “brigade areas.” 
Gubernatorial appointment seems to have resulted from the failure 
of the assembly to elect the officers under the law of 1793, and 
from the recognition of the necessity of the early amendment of 
that law. This last was done at the New Bern session of Assembly 
in July, 1794, that being its sole product. 

2Thomas Brown, of Bladen, a Revolutionary officer, and a member 
of the North Carolina Convention of 1789. 
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taken from the Brigade at large, either by a voluntary offer of 
service, or by the dates of their Commissions, as the law pre- 
scribes. 
I am Sir &e. 
J. 8. 


Brigadiers McDowal 
Irwin & Armstrong 

making some slight alterations 

in each, as the peculiar circumstances 

of the Brigade rendered necessary. 
Apportionments alluded to in the foregoing blanks 


ith Brigade 


Ro wai ino2t5 ier ts ee ee 344 
Mecklenburg ...................... 151 
rede] ar 2 pte toate eter 117 
Ca arrs ee ee 98 
Montgomery. sesceueee es 102—812 To be commanded by One 


Lieut Col. Commandt. of a Regm*. 2 Majors, (one of whom is 
to be furnished by Rowan, a county which sends a compleat 
battalion into the field) the other from the Brigade at large. 
12 Captains, 12 Lieuts. and 12 Ensigns 


Sth Brigade 


Rockingham 200i. e ee 123 
Ginldiord: 4 ote 0o8 see tes ee 169 
RCOK Os. cr cetrts ete coe 194 
SULT Vis. ese eee Tene oe hte 160—-646 To be commanded by one 


Lieut Colo. Commant. of Regim'. two Majors, 10 Captains 10 
Lieuts. and 10 Ensigns.— 
9th Brigade 


Vier Gite VIO 5 ie se ade eee 169 
IBurkepecs sree See or 154 
Pee Nert Onda scee ceete ees 140 
IB UNMCOM Om ee eee 52 
IL HA COl ines teehee kee ees 216—731 To be commanded by 


One Lieut. Col®. Comm. of a Regm'. two Majors 11 Capt’. 11 
Lieuts. and 11 Ensigns. 
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All staff, and other inferior officers are intended to be taken 
from the line, at the general rendezvous. J. S. 
Endorsed : 


Copy of a letter from J. Steele to Brigadiers McDowal,' 
Irwin,? Armstrong? 22d Augt. 1794. 


John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


Robert Cochran* to John Steele 


Fayette Vitue Sept. 24. 1794. 
John Steele Esq’. 
Sir, 

I have forwarded by John Freeman, the Scire Factas’s after 
having sent via Chatham to which place they had been for- 
warded by M*. Groves,® to be sent from thence by him shou’d 
an opportunity offer—I’d be extremely oblig’d to you to attend 
to the business so as to have the executions against the Lands 


1Joseph McDowell, of Burke County, Brigadier-General in the 
Ninth Brigade, member of Commons, 1794, and not Representative 
Joseph McDowell, of the same county. 

Robert Irwin, of Mecklenburg, Brigadier-General in the Seventh 
Brigade. 

’Martin Armstrong, of Surry, Brigadier-General of the Highth 
Brigade. ; 

4Robert Cochran came from Pennsylvania some time prior to 
1765, in which year he erected a mill at Campbellton, near Cross 
Creek, afterward Fayetteville. He married Anne Nesfield, widow 
of John Nesfield, who, by her first husband, was the mother of 
Anne Nesfield (who never married) and Mary Nesfield (who be- 
came the wife of John Steele). By marriage with Anne Nesfield 
Robert Cochran had two sons, Richard and Robert, the latter be- 
coming a man of influence in the Cape Fear section. The elder 
Robert Cochran represented Cumberland County in the Commons, 
1779, 1780. It is unknown to the writer when he died. The 
younger Robert Cochran, writer of the above letter, represented 
the borough of Fayetteville in 1796, 1802, and 1804. In 1807 he 
was appointed Collector of the Customs for the District of Cape 
Fear, removed to Wilmington and held this office until 1820. See 
Hoyt, Murphey Papers, I, 148-144, letter from Cochran to Mur- 
phey. Family papers in 'the hands of Professor Archibald Hender- 
son, Chapel Hill, N. C., supplied the chief information relative to 
the elder Cochran. 

’Probably William Barry Grove is meant. 
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ready by the Races, at which time I mean being in Salisbury; 
I have also sent you some Cloth & such trimmings as I cou’d 
get—there is no Walloon of the Colour to be had. 


3/88, yy) Butt cloths 2.22248 916 78/Joe Seo 
1 3/4 y%s. superfine blue d° a To/. 6. 2. 6 
2 1/4 ys. fashionb! ditto 6 0/. 7. 18.6 
3 1/2 doz gilt buttons— 6/8 1. 3.4 
2 doz plaited ditto 5/6 11 
£ Ai 


The cloth for the plain coat & buttons are the most fashion- 
able— 
My Comp". to M's. Steele & family and believe to be yours 
Sincerely, Sir 
R' Cocuran 

Major Gen!'. John Steele 

Salisbury 
[ Endorsed | : 
Robert Cochran’s letter dated Septemb’. 24°. 1794 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


(John Steele) to Joseph McDowell 


Satispury Novembr. 20th 1794. 
Sir, 

I have been informed by several persons, that during the late 
superior Court at Morganton, you took the trouble to circulate 
a variety of objections against my conduct, while acting in the 
capacity of a Representative in Congress. What purpose these 
objections were intended to answer, or what motives produced 
them, are equally immaterial; the public manner in which 
they were mentioned entitles them to some notice. 

This can only be done at present by requesting that you will 
do me the favor to particularise in writing such parts of my 
public conduct as amount in your estimation to a dereliction 
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of the interests of the state which I then represented and par- 
ticularly what authorized you to say that I was not a friend to 
the western parts of North Carolina. 

In doing this, let nothing be kept back, for scrutiny is de- 
sireable where motives are pure, and actions virtuous. 

Truth which is due to an enemy, as well as a friend, is all 
I require, and if you have been imposed on by misinformation 
in regard to me, I will still venture to believe, that your can- 
dour, upon being better informed will induce you to acknowl- 
edge it. In the meantime however I cannot help lamenting 
that you or any other Representative: of North Carolina should 
be willing to receive impressions unfavorable to a citizen of 
your own State, from the report of mere strangers, while Mr. 
Macon? and Mr. Grove* were present, from whom the truth, 
and all the truth might have been obtained. These gentlemen 
are independent of all parties, they must recollect that the Rep- 
resentatives of this State were unanimous on the motion to re- 
duce the army as amended by Doctor Williamson,* and in op- 
position to the extention of the indian war, they remember also 
the reasons which influences these two votes, and on their re- 
port intend to rest this part of the business. 


Endorsed : 

Copy of a letter to Colo. 
Jno. McDowal, inclosed to 
Mr. Grove. 

B. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


1Joseph McDowell, of Burke, Republican, was a member of the 
Third and Fifth Congresses. 

2Nathaniel Macon, member of the Second Congress. 

*William Barry Grove, member of the Second Congress. 

4Hugh Williamson, member of the First and Second Congresses. 
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Rob(er)t Donaldson to (John) Steele ‘ 


Fayverttevitte December 10th. 1794. 
Sur 

I have received your favor of the 2nd Inst. and agreeably to 
your request hand you the articles as pr. enclosed account. 
There is no Buff Walloon in Town, but I presume the Durants 
will answer any purpose that Walloon would. 

It is probable I may have the pleasure of seeing you during 
the Sitting of the Assembly at Raleigh, whenere if then con- 
venient, you can pay me the amount. 

The Articles enumerated by you which you say you will be 
in want of hereafter cannot be furnished at less than 4 for one, 
with the addition of the extra duty on the nails—We have a 
full Supply of all the Articles at present unless the 10d and 
20d nails—and in the Spring We expect a further Supply. 

The first cost of Goods varies almost every Shipment—at foot 
you have a list of about the first cost of the Articles you men 
tion. 

With much respect I am 
Sir 
Your mo. Obed. Sert. 
Rost. Donatpson. 

Address: 

General Steele 
Salisbury 
Mr. Nisbet 


Endorsed : 

Robt Donald’s letter 
10th Decembr 1794 
an account which 
was afterwards paid 
by a draught on 
Robt Cochran 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 
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William Barry Grove to John Steele 


12th Decem. 1794. 

My dear Sir 

Last post from our state brought me your letter of the 22d 
ultimo, covering one for Colo. McDowall—after reading and 
showing it to Mr. Macon I put a wafer in it and gave it to 
the Colonel in my room when no other person was present as 
you requested ; after he had perused it he mentioned something 
of the contents, I told him you had intimated to me the ocea- 
tion of the letter aad expressed my concern and astonishment 
at the cause which gave rise to it; more especially at the 
Colonels repeating what he had from the information of those 
who were evidently your enemies from the Independent manner 
you conducted yourself in Congress in opposition to them and 
their Politics—I had thought from a conversation with General 
Lock & Col McDowall last winter respecting your conduct & 
Policy, (which I discovered had been improperly reported to 
them) that they had seen through some of the views of those 
who had taken pains to injure you, and that they were not 
honorable, for they eminated from private pique, & not from 
public good—when that is the case let all honest men beware 
of what is said of Public Men; I was however not a little sur- 
prised to hear that the Colonel had said some things of you at 
Morganton not very friendly; and the evening before I left 
home Judge Ashe? was relating in my hearing at Mr. Winslows? 
some of those things which he had heard in the back country 
of you and your Public Conduct & character was the subject 
of some animadversion—McKee, Mr. Winslow & Jones was 
present—I think I led them into the motives of some of those 
in this quarter who took that ungenerous method of injuring 
you with the Members of the State—I said to them what I 
have said to many others, & what I now repeat—that in my 
declarations of you & your Public conduct, I feel as disinter- 


1S8amuel Ashe, judge of Superior Court 1777-1795, and Governor 
1795-1798. 

*Bdward Winslow, of Fayetteville, representative in the Com- 
mons 1780, 1782, 1783, 1784 and 1786. 
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ested as any Man on earth can be towards another, I have noth- 
ing to ask or fear of you; & as to the blindness of friendshi 
that can not be applyed for altho I am happy & willing to con- 
fess I esteem you, my regard or Esteem could never make me 
Defend you against truth, and when I discover both truth & 
Justice distorted to aid those who would ruin you I should be 
base if I do not assist in detecting and warding off the malig- 
nant stroke, when I believe as I do most firmly, that you have 
not deviated from the strait path of integrity, Patriotism and 
what you thought the true interests of the State while in Con- 
gress; for altho we frequently differed in votes & politics, I have 
the fullest confidence neither of us were actuated by impure 
motives.— 

Mr. Macon was confined at the time Mr. Clark’s motion’ was 
before Congress, but Colo. Orr & myself were present when in 
Committee of the Whole you opposed that Declaration of War 
—and every member from the State present voted with you— 
altho when yeas & nays were called on the day following in the 
House, I was not present—Col. Orr & I remember your remarks 
& observations on that occation, so does several other members, 
Mr. Baldwin & Colo Griffin in particular who were opposed to 
you on that occasion—this I am assured there is not a word 
added to the speech—and that your sentiments on the subject 
of Indian Wars, either with full, or empty galleries, was always 
the same—and I am much inclined to believe if a sta[te]ment 
of the Expenses of those Indian Contests which the Und. States 
has been involved in for five or six years past was laid before 
the thinking part of the People of North Carolina, they Would 
unanimously agree that nothing but wmperious necessity should 
induce Government to engage in any more of those unhappy 
and destructive Wars— 

You are right as to the objection of the Constitutionality of 
the Clark motion, leaving the Descretion with the President, 
to carry on, or not, offensive operations etc. it was transferring 
the power of declaring war to the Executive in the fullest lati- 
tude, and was a strong ground of objection made by yourself 
and others to the motion—I am inclined to believe you are mis- 


1See Grove to Steele, excerpt from journals, p. 127, et seq. 
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taken about a message from the P—announcing the probability 
of Peace with the Southern Indians after Clark’s motion—I 
can find no such thing on the Journals or among the Papers 
in the Clerks office—but if you remember some Cherokees came 
here, that month I think, which was a pretty strong proof they 
were disposed for Peace— 

In answer to your request the old mans’ declaration and con- 
duct respecting you, I can say very little with certainty, I have 
judged him pretty hard, perhaps he does not deserve it— 

The Colonel (says the Genl heard all he did about you, &) 
after reading your letter expressed himself sorry if you did not 
deserve the censure, & observed he did not wish to do your 
Character any injury, he had only repeated what had been 
told him of you—and I expect this post he will answer your 
letter—I requested he would— 

It is really a serious thing to reflect on the risque a mans 
reputation runs, who comes here in a public character & regard- 
less of those party bickerings which have disgraced Congress on 
several occations, acts and Votes from his own judgment alone 
& keeps as clear of party as possible—both sides seem disposed 
to attack him, and some on both sides are too often found base 
enough to persecute him—this is alas! in some cases but too 
true—& I am sorry for it—for I consider pure cool dispassion- 
ate votes the only way to get the machine along, & to make good 
Laws. 

If you take the papers, you will see all the news I have, noth- 
ing of importance respecting our Domestic Affairs has trans- 
pired lately—the President has communicated nothing to either 
House relative to Mr. Jays Embassy2—I dont know what he 
means but I begin to think the old Heroe is not as attentive as 
he used to be in these matters.—The Secretary of the Treasury, 
Mr. Hamilton has notifyed his intention of resigning in Janu- 


1Probably General Mathew Locke. 

2Chief Justice John Jay had been sent to England in April, 1794, 
as envoy extraordinary to negotiate a treaty of commerce with that 
country and to settle all outstanding differences left over from 
the Peace of Paris in 1783. As is well known, the treaty when 
finally effected was entirely unsatisfactory to the bulk of opinion 
in the United States. Nevertheless the administration was strong 
enough to force it through the Senate. 
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ary, who will be his successor ’tis hard to say, Gerry’ & Walcot? 
are taulked of—The God of War* means also to resign his ap- 
pointment & the thunder bolts which he has so nobly directed 
for some years past; Pickering,* Govr. Lee® of Virga. & the 
D—1 knows who all are spoken of for this place—Cox,® ’tis 
said, is also to go out—I wish I could add R—h’ for he is a 
special jack—these officers all say they cant afford longer to 
take the salaries annexed to the respective appointments—rents 
& living have increased so enormous high in this place—this We 
can all attest—Board ete which you know was almost out of 
reason when you were here is increased 50 pet. 

Your Fe—le friends enquire after you, I visit the late Bride 
& find her very little altered—she is still sociable & professes 
friendship for her old acquaintances I waited on her to Madams 
the other even’g for the first time she ever visited the Drawing 
room— 

The two eldest Miss P— are not well, the other part of the 
family are very well, and the old Lady still the finest of the 
family—tho’ Mo—Y is quite a Woman & handsome enough— 
tho’ none so good as S—. But all wont do for me, “my heart 
in my Bosom’s at rest,— 

Pray write me frequently from the Assembly,* I have been 
here a month and have only got five or six letters from home— 
I expect some of my constituents think it would vex me mightily 
to leave me at home at the ensuing Election—they are very 


1Elbridge Gerry (1744-1814), of Massachusetts, signer of the 
Declaration of Independence; member of the Continental Con- 
gress; a Federalist member of Congress 1789-1793; Governor of 
his State 1810-1811; Vice-President of the United States, as a Dem- 
ocrat, under James Madison from 1813 to his death. 

2Oliver Wolcott, Jr., of Connecticut, succeeded Alexander Hamil- 
ton as Secretary of the United States Treasury in 1795, having been 
successively Auditor and Comptroller of the Treasury since 1789. 

Secretary of War, Henry Knox. 

‘Timothy Pickering, of Massachusetts, succeeded Knox as Secre- 
tary of War January 2, 1795. 

SHenry Lee (“Light Horse Harry”), Governor of Virginia 1792- 
1795; member of Congress 1799-1801. 

‘Probably Tench Coxe, United States Commissioner of Revenue. 

™{dmund Randolph became Secretary of State in January 1794 
and was requested to resign in August, 1795. 

‘Steele had reéntered the House of Commons for Salisbury in 
1793 and served also the two succeeding years before he entered 
the Federal service again. 
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much out for by H[eave]ns I am Wearied being here—but I 
think they should not scandalize me between ourselves—but 
many of them are ignorant, very ignorant & liable to be im- 
posed on by petty: fellows, telling petty tales— 

I wish you peace, health & happiness etc 


W. B. Grove. 


N.B. I suppose you know the french are playing the D—l 
in Holland with all the armies they can overtake—the like has 
never been known before.—John Steele Esq. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Nathaniel Macon to John Steele 
Confidential [Dec 12, 1794.] 


Substance of a conversation between Dr. Williamson and my- 
self—at the request of Mr. Grove. I shewed the Doctor the 
sketch of the speech,? and at the same time observed to him, 
that it had been said, that you were not attentive to the inter- 
ests of those you represented when in Congress, and that prob- 
ably you might mention the substance of the speech to him 
at Raleigh, He answered that he never discovered any want of 
attention in you to the interests of those you represented, and 
after reading the speech, he farther said that it was very like 
what you sard. 

I think you might with propriety mention the subject to 
him— 

Naru. Macon. 
Dee. 12, 94. 

Address : 

Genl. Steele 
Endorsed : 

From Mr. Macon to J. 8. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


4*Sketch of Speech” as transmitted by Grove. See Grove to 
Steele, December 12, 1794. 
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From Alexander Dalrymple Orr* 


Puirapetpuia Decr. 12%. 1794. 
Dear Sir, 

I was Happy to Hear a few days ago thro our Friends, 
Macon? and Grove,’ that you were well, tho it pained me at the 
same time to be informed that you had been so basely calumni- 
ated? in N° Carolina, as from their conversations I am led to 
believe Has been the case. At the same time I declare to you 
my regret at these base and unmerited attacks upon your char- 
acter as a Representative from the State of N°. Carolina. i 
feel a pleasure in assuring you that no part of your conduct 
while acting in that capacity ever excited in my mind a single 
doubt or*suspicion. On the motion for the reduction of the 
military establishment, I voted with you in favor of it and then 
thought and still think the interests of Kentucky would Have 
been advanced by that measure and of course that of the West- 
ern Country generally. It was unquestionably the object to 
substitute at less expense a more effectual protection to the 
Frontier than the regular Troops afforded. I recollect perfectly 
on Clark’s motion the arguments used by you were such as con- 
tained in your statement to M'. Grove and have assured Him to 
this effect in His certificate. In repeated conversations with 
you on this subject out of the House, the same arguments were 
advanced by you. I lament most sincerely that any misrepre- 
sentations, for misrepresentations they certainly must be, should 
have made it necessary for you to call on any of your Records. 
As far However as my testimony will go to relieve you from 
these cruel and unjust attacks I feel no hesitation in declaring 
it as my opinion that no member of the House of Representa- 
tives discharged the duties of His station more honorably or 


*Born in Loudoun County, Virginia, 1765; moved to Kentucky, 
Mason County, at an early age; represented his county in the 
Lower House of the State Assembly in 1790; elected to the Second, 
Third, and Fourth Congresses (March 4, 1791-March 3, 1797); died 
in Paris, Ky., June 21, 1835. Congressional Directory, 1913. 

*Nathaniel Macon, representative from North Carolina. 

‘William Barry Grove, representative (Federalist) from North 
Carolina. 

4See note 1 of letter of even date from Grove and Orr to Steele. 
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independently than yourself. M*. Macon was absent at the time 
the vote was taken on Clark’s motion, His Health not permit- 
ting Him to leave the House, and it is to this cause His name 
is not to the certificate. Wishing you a speedy triumph (as I 
am sure I wish a just one) over all your calumniators I am 
with great regard and esteem D' Sir YT M°. Obed Serv* 
Avex D. Orr. 
General Steele, 
Rawliegh, 
N° Carolina. 
Endorsed : 
(A letter from Col°. Orr the only member from Kentucky 
now in Congress who served with J. S.) 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


William Barry Grove and Alex D. Orr to John Steele 
[Dec 12 1794] 


The following sketch contains the substance of John Steeles 
remarks' in opposition to Mr. Clarks? motion to authorise of- 
fensive operations against the Cherokees, in the house of Reprs. 
on the 10 day of December 1792—The galleries being closed by 
order of the Speaker which is usual when the confidential com- 
munications of the President are up to be acted upon—. The 
motion before the house was in these words viz. 

Resolved that the President of the Un. States be authorised 
to employ such part of the Military force & of the militia of 


4Steele had been much criticized in North Carolina, both before 
and after his retirement from Congress in 1793, for certain re- 
marks in that body upon relations with the Indians, a subject 
upon which the people were ever sensitive. In the absence of a 
general circulation of the journals of Congress he found it quite 
difficult to set himself straight before the public and in conse- 
quence called upon Grove to make an excerpt of his remarks, 
which task was performed as above, December, 1794. Whether 
it was published in the State press, as was doubtless intended, the 
editor has been unable to learn. 

?Abraham Clark (1726-1794), representative from New Jersey 
1791-1794. 
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the United States as he may judge necessary for the effectual 
protection of the Frontiers: and (if he shall judge it expedient) 
to carry on offensive operations against the Indians of the five 
lower Cherokee towns called Chickamagas;—and such other 
of the Indian tribes as may hereafter commit acts of depreda- 
tion against the lives and property of the Citizens of the Und. 
States.—the question being divided from the word Chicamagas 
—in Committee of the Whole: 

“That this appeared to be an important question and 
amounted to neither more, or less than a declaration of war, 
against a nation with whom the United States are in a state of 
peace by treaty.” 

“That this treaty was executed at Holston the 2d. day of 
July 1791 and obtained the approbation of Government in the 
constitutional form some time in the winter following.” 

“That little more than a year had elapsed from the com- 
mencement of its existence as a treaty, before the United States 
was called upon, by a deliberate act of the legislature, to 
annul it.” 

“That this short space of time had not been sufficient for 
either party to forget their resentments, or understand their 
interests, and if so the motion wou’d appear to be intemperate 
and premature.” 

The attention of the house was invited to that part of the 
constitution which vests the power of declaring war in the 
Congress, and some reasons were given why so important a 
prerogative should be confided to the legislature in preference 
to any other department. 

“It furnishes the best security for cool deliberation, the 
fairest opportunity of collecting the general sense, and as the 
expense must be defrayed by taxes that branch of government 
which has alone the power of imposing them ought previously 
to be satisfied of their necessity.” 

“The house was also invited to a retrospect of the existing 
war, the manner in which it had been commenced, its progress, 
its duration, and the millions it had cost.” 

“That hostilities had been authorised against the No. West- 
ern tribes almost without knowing it, that this evil was deeply 
regretted when too late to admit of any remedy, but persever- 
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ance; and, little was to be expected even from that resource, as 
more than a whole year had elapsed since St. Clairs defeat dur- 
ing which time, no expedition had been attempted which could 
either protect the frontier, or relieve the military character of 
the union from that unparalelled disgrace.” 

“That untill the system of carrying on such wars be changed, 
Congress ought not to extend them, for it is exhausting the 
national revenue merely to hold out a delusion to the sufferers; 
and though the motion only contemplates offensive operations 
by means of the militia, yet if those first incursions should fail, 
the war being commenced, must be continued, under the direc- 
tion of a minister who looses no opportunity to augment the 
standing force, and of resorting to it in all cases.” 

“That the Cherokees, and Creeks united (which is known to 
be a favorite object with many of both nations) would become a 
formidable neighbor to all the Southern frontier, and a war 
against the weaker (to wit) the Cherokees would obviously have 
that tendency.” “It should therefore be the policy of the United 
States to pursue measures calculated to detach them as much 
as possible from each other, and to avoid such as tended to 
consolidate them under impressions of a common interest.” 

“That the Cherokees possess a strong mountainous country, 
cut with deep, and wide rivers, and capable of being defended 
by the force of these two nations united, not against one only, 
but against many campaigns.” 

“That there was at that time a proposition before the house 
from the Treasury department to tax horses, und therefore those 
who were opposed to it, or any other encrease of the public 
burthens under the then unequal representation, should unite 
in setting their faces against measures, which would render 
new, and great demands, unavoidable.” 

“That the people of the ceded territory not being subject to 
the excise, the tax on salt, or any of the other burthens of Gov- 
ernment, are easily led from a view of their true interests, to 
desire war, but in an exchange of circumstances, the mass of the 
people there, as well as everywhere else, would deprecate wat 
in any shape, as much as they now pray for it.” Their perma- 
nent interest consists in an encouragement and protection as to 

9 
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migration, which must be checked, if not wholly suspended dur- 
ing the war, a loss which cannot to them be compensate, by a 
temporary influx of money from the national Treasury.” 

“That the white people are sometimes and often the aggres- 
sors did appear from documents then on the files, that some 
such instances had come within my own knowledge, and as the 
information then to be acted upon only came from one of the 
parties, a recollection of what human nature is under the in- 
fluence of passion, should induce the house to receive it with 
caution.” 

(Here a number of Mr. Seagrove’s! and Govr. Blount’s? let- 
ters were referred to, showing instances of the ungovernable 
temper of the white people.) 

“That in almost all cases of disagreement between nations, 
as well as individuals both parties are to blame, and going on 
this supposition the treaty of Holston had wisely, and humanely 
provided the means of accomodation.” 

(Here Dr. Williamson? handed Mr. Steele the treaty of 
Holston of which he read the 10th., 11th., & 12th. articles.) 

“They all respect the manner of obtaining redress for rob- 
bery and punishment for murder, and the latter is in these 
words.” viz. 

Art. 12. “In case of violence on the person, or property of 
the individuals of either party, neither retaliation nor reprisal, 
shall be committed by the other, untill satisfaction shall have 
been demanded of the party of which the aggressor is, and shall 
have been refused.” 

“This article is obligatory on the United States as well as 
directory to the President, and plainly precludes the Govern- 
ment from resorting to arms in the first instance. And as there 
is no information before the house, which shows the making of 
a demand in consequence of the late depredations, the presump- 

James Seagrove, United States agent to the Creek nation from 
1792 to 1796. 

“William Blount, Governor of the Southwestern Territory. 

‘Hugh Williamson (1735-1819), representative from North Caro- 
lina 1789-1793. For the extensive services of Williamson to North 


Carolina see M. DeL. Haywood in Ashe, ed. Biog. Hist. of N. C., 
Vol. V, 458-467. 
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ticn is that this article remains yet to be acted upon; but if a 
demand was made, and satisfaction refused, it rests upon the 
member who made the motion to shew when and by whom.” 
Philadelphia Dec. 12th 1794. We were present in Congress 

when Mr. Clark’s motion was before the Committee of the 
whole and verily believe the above sketch contains the substance 
of Mr. Steele’s speech on that occasion— 

W. Barry Grove 

Arex D. Orr! 


N.B. Messrs. Baldwin? & Griffin? are of the same opinion. 
W. B. Grove. 
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Joseph McDowell* to John Steele 


PHILADELPHIA Jan—12th—1795 

Sur 

I received your letter the contents of which I have attended 
to and as to what you mentioned that should have fallen from 
me at Morganton at the September terme, I recollect perfectly 
that when in conversation with the Judges & some of the at- 
torneys, when politics were the subject of conversation, and the 
parties in Congress mentioned and the part that different Char- 
acters had taken & you among others, I recollect mentioning 
that you were considered by a great many of the members 
from the Southern States and by those from pensylvania & 
Virginia in perticular to have joined the aristocratical party, 
stateing that when you first came forward and perhaps for the 


1Alexander Dalrymple Orr (1765-1835), representative from Ken- 
tucky 1792-1797. 

?Abraham Baldwin (1754-1807), Representative from Georgia 
1789-1799; United States Senator 1799-1807. 

*Samuel Griffin, representative from Virginia 1789-1795. 

‘This letter appears also in the James Sprunt Historical Mono- 
graphs, No. 3, as edited by Dr. Kemp P. Battle. Its content dis- 
closes much of the matter that had caused Steele concern relative 
to his political conduct and the effect it had had upon the public. 
See the letters from Grove to Steele, April 2, and December 12, 
1794. 
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first session you were strongly opposed to the Secretary of 
State,! & to certain men and measures, but that they had by 
some meanes they could not account for got you to join there 
party and that after which you advocated their Characters & 
Course more thoroughly than you had at first opposed it, I not 
ready at first to credit this report but when so repeatedly stated 
I began to suppose their was some truth in the assertions, 

and as to what I mentioned respecting your—Conduct towards 
the frontiers, that I took from the assertion of Mr. Dayton? 
of Jersey in the House which was not contredicted by any 
person and further it was mentioned to me in privet by Mr Clark 
who brought forward the resolution, for calling forth the Meli- 
tia for the protection of the Southwestern Frontiers to act on 
the defensive or offensive—which I found you voted against 
and was told you exerted yourself in argument against which I 
did not think so much of as your other conduct as stated by 
Mr Dayton in the House— 

when he Called up your Conduct and stated that you argued 
and acted differently when the Galleries were open from what 
you did when they were closed and further stated your calling 
up several letters, Charging the Conduct of the people on the 
frontiers and that arraigned & exposed their conduct to the ex- 
tent, and that you stated you well knew the Whites were as 
much if not more to blame that the Indians and mentioning 
your having a general knowledge of these transactions but how 
you acquired that knowledge I am at a loss to say, but admit- 
ing it to be the fact—Such an account of the Conduct on the 
frontiers must opperate strongly against protection being 
granted them as you will know the Opposition which generally 
exists with Eastern States 

and I do assure you I would have been friendly enough to 
have wrote you respecting the——manner in which Mr. Day- 
ton araigned your Conduct but expecting that Mr Grove or Mr 
Macon would as you and they was in the habit of correspond- 
ing with you, the infermation and report of your conduct made 


*Doubtless McDowell intended to write Secretary of the Treasury 
(Hamilton) instead of Secretary of State (Jefferson). 

*Jonathan Dayton, representative from New Jersey 1791-1799 and 
Speaker from 1795 to 1799. 
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such an impression on my mind as I Conceived to be my duty 
to make it known and in that way that you should learn of it, 
but as to my mentioning many people or taking pains to do it 
is rong and as to what you mention about motives you Sir nor 
no other Man under heaven as a right to call in question as I 
have given proffs sufficient to the world— 

The inclosed paper will give the news— 

I am sir 
Your most humble servt. 
Genl. Jo. McDowE tt. 
John Steele— 

[This letter is already published in Sprunt Historical Publi- 

cations, No. 3, p. 18.] 
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John Steele to William Barry Grove 
[May 18, 1795] 
Memorandum for Mr. Grove. 

Enclosed Mr. Grove will receive a copy of the account of 
sales made by R. Mumford Esgqr. on two executions in favr. of 
the heirs of John Nessfield! agt. the heirs of R. Cochran decd. 
By this account it appears that some if not all the lotts in 
Fayetteville sold by the Sheriff, were the property of John 
Nessfield at the time of his death—it will consequently be a 
question of some importance to ascertain whether they were 
regularly conveyed by his Executors, or by what title Mr. Coch- 
ran in his life time possessed them. This can be easily ascer- 
tained in the Registers office, and I will be very thankful to 
Mr. Grove to assist me in making the examinations. The ex- 


*John Nesfield was the father of Mrs. John Steele and of Anne 
Nesfield. His widow married Robert Cochran, of Fayetteville, and 
had two sons, Richard and Robert, Jr. The date of the death of 
Mrs. Cochran is unknown, though it occurred prior to that of her 
husband, who died some time in the year 1794. John Nesfield’s 
daughter, Anne, never married. She seems to have been, prob- 
ably by will, the main heir to the property of her father, which 
property was administered by her step-father, Robert Cochran, Sr., 
until his death. She resided with her half-brother, Robert Coch- 
ran, Jr., after the senior Cochran’s death, and sometimes with 
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pense incurred I will chearfully repay. if it shd’ not be thought 
a proper charge agt. the Estate. 

If any part of the property sold by the Sheriff really belonged 
to Nessfields heirs, and the heirs of Mr. Cochran derived a bene- 
fit from the sale; Miss Nessfield’s estate is now interested in 
obtaining redress, and there is certainly a remedy of some kind; 
but it will be time enough to consider of this when the titles 
alluded to are traced and the case properly understood. It may 
be that the Records will show Mr. Cochran’s title to be regularly 
derived from Nessfields Executors, and that my apprehensions 
are without foundation. If so I would wish that nothing should 
be said on the subject, as I have suffered already you know in 
the estimation of Mr. Winslow! by erroneous suppositions con- 
cerning my objects and motives. 

The extracts from the Registers books also herewith enclosed 
may perhaps assist in tracing Mr. Cochran’s titles, or in making 
the Plot which Mr. Raiford had the goodness to promise me he 
would attempt. It has occurred to me also that old Mr. Raiford 
might possibly be able from memory to give information that 
wd. very much diminish the trouble of making the searches, and 
tracing the titles both in respect to the lotts sold by the sheriff, 
and property left unsold by Nessfields Executors. I pray you, 
My good friend, to have this matter properly understood, if 
possible, that so far as Miss Nessfields estate is concerned there 
may be no doubts or difficulty when I attend for the purpose of 
dividing the property, and excuse me for giving you so much 
trouble. I hope some time to be able to return the favour. 

Yours sincerely 
Addressed : Jno. STEELE. 
Salisbury N. C. 18 May 
William Barry Grove Esqr. 
Fayetteville. 

(Enclosures: N.D.; Account of sales of estate of Nessfield. 
N.D.; Extracts from Registers Office of Cumberland and 
Bladen.) 
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Mrs. John Sibley, to whom she was ardently attached. See letters 
below, particularly Grove to Steele, May 15, 1814, and August 17, 
1814. 

1John Winslow, of Fayetteville. See other notes. 
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Sale of Nessfield Property 


Account sales of the property sold at the Court house in 
Fayetteville on the 27th of Decemr. 1794 by virtue of the an- 
nexed execution, and an execution Miss Ann Nessfield vs. Rich- 
ard and Robert Cochran heirs of Robert Cochran deceased. 
Richard Cochran.— 

The house and lott at the corner lately occupied 


by Messrs. McAllester & McGuire £200. 
A vacant lott adjoining the Tanyard formerly oc- 
cupied by Dr. Sibley 55.255 


Robert Cochran.— 
A lott on old street adjoining Lewis Barge 10 foot 


front. 40. 
A lott on the North side of old Street leased to 

Dr. Ingram 25. 
A lott on the same street about 40 feet front 56. 
A lott between Stairt’s and the corner house 15, 
A lott adjoining Stairts on the South 20. 
A lott on Mason Street near the Lodge suppd. to 

contain one acre 12. 
One half of Harlaem plantation one mile below 

Fayetteville on the river 320 acres 120. 
100 Acres of land on little Rockfish, being the half 

of 200 acres patented by Cochran & Council 10. 
400 acres of land Patent No. 1091. 25.323 


Elisha Stedman. 
The House & Lot now occupied by Dr. Sibley, 


formerly Robert Cochran’s dwelling house 140. 
The house and quarter acre lott, known by the 
name of Dobbin’s lott ra OH 


Robert Donaldson.— 
One lott on the south side of Hay Street 90 feet 
front 60. 60 
Thomas Overton.— 
One lott now leased to Robert Hicks on the corner 
of Gillispie and Franklin Streets, and \ the 
ground adjoining abt. one acre 46. 46 
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Robert Cochran.— 


The Tan Yard subject to a lease 80. . 
134 acres opposite to Tweed side 40. 
200 ditto part of a tract of 400 acres, patent No. 230 20. 
640 ditto patent No. 7 47. 
200 ditto do. No. 229 22.209 


Alexander Clarke.— 
520 acres of land on Blounts Creek part of a tract 
patented by William Rush 50. 50 
John Sibley.— 
25 acres of land at foot of Haymount, deed made 


to John Hay by John Sibleys direction 52. 
A lott on the South side of old Street, called 
Cabeen’s lott bid off for Miss Nessfield 40. 92 


whole amount of sales £1212 . 
Endorsed : 
A copy of the account of sales made by Robinson Mumford 
Sheriff at Fayetteville Decmr. 27th 1794. 


Returned to Salisbury supr. court of law. 
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Exectr of aa Deed dated 20th Feby. 1765 and 
Regisd. in book B. pa 370 


Consideration £110.10 


Deed dated 20th Feby 1765 and 
Registr. in book B. page 372. 
Consideration £165.0 


Robert ee 
Executrs. a Nessfield 


Robt. ae 


Execur oh Nessfield 
Deed dated 20th Feby 1765 
Rich ee 


Execrs. i Nessfield Deed dated 20th Feby. 1765 Regisd 
in book B. 378 


Robt. ca Consideration £38.0.0 
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Execrs. ee Sees 
Greer S. ean 


Execrs to 
Jno. Burnside 


Jno. Burnside 


Exers to 
Thos. Burnside 


Exers. to 
R. Bannerman 


| 
| 
| 
| 


to 


Execrs. of Nessfield 
John Emmet 


Deed dated 20th Feby 1765 Regd. in 
book B. page 379. 
Considern. £51.0.0 


Deed dated 20th Feby 1765 Registd. 
in book B. 381. 
Consid. £40.0 


Deed dated 20th Feby 1765. Regtd. 
B. 382. £6.0.0 


20th Feb. 1765. Regstd. 383 
Consid. £14.1.4. 


Deed dated 20th Feby 1765 Regstd. 
in book B. page 385 
Consid. £12.1.4 


Deed dated 20th Feby 1765 Regisd 
in book B. 388 page 
Consid. £6.0.0 


Fayetteville Decr. 2d 1786. The above is true copies from 
the Registers office of Cumbld. County. 


Test. 


Nessfield Esers. 
4 bes 
White and Jones 


to 
John Nessfield 


Endorsed: 


John Newberry 


W. B. Grove, Regisr. 


Deed dated 7th Feby. 1765 

448 Acres land Regisd. in Book A. 
page 174 

Consideration £200. 


J. Sinetetary, Regr. 
Apl. 16th 1763 


Book B. page 312 consideration £300 
for 200 acres. 


Extracts from Registers office of Cumberland and Bladen 


£642.2.8 


(Enclosed in: N.D., Steele “Memorandum for Mr. Grove.’’) 
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R. Cochran to A. Nessfield 


deed dated 20th Feby 1765. . 
Lott by Stephensons. Book B. 453. 


Robt. Carver to A. Nessfield 


deed 25th Feby, 1765. 
Lott on the creek by the mill 


Book B. 456. 

R. M. Sheriff to A. N. Junr. 

Decmr. 29th 1794. 

Three deeds for lotts, and for Harlam. 
Same to Same 15th July 1795. 

pa 365 Book D. 

for a lott adjoing. Speller & Murchison. 
Same to same 29th Decmr. 1794 

Book O. pa 367. 

For a lott on old street adjoing Ellis’s. 


TOTAL 5 conveyances. 


AYN. tor. 82 W. 


Dower aes 1. 165 

DDO cate. TOG: 
Doce 1. 434 Z 

DO aes 1. 237 B. No. 2. 


(Enclosed in: N.D., Steele “Memorandum for Mr. Grove.’’) 
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Robert Cochran to John Steele 


Fayette Vitie Sept. 17. 1795 


John Steele Esqt 


Sir 


This acknowledges the receipt of yours of the 30‘. ultime 
wherein you request me to send some articles for house use, 
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which I shou’d have done, had an opportunity offr’d—There 
has not been from any part of the country to westward, 
more than three waggons for some weeks, as soon as one offers 
you may depend upon the reception of the articles. however 
extremely sorry you cannot have them before your Court—I 
have paid a Bill from you in favour of R. Donaldson & Co.— 
My Comp* to M"s. Steele & family, and believe me yours with 
respect 
Sincerely &c. 
R. Cocuran 
Maj* Gen!. John Steele 
Salisbury 


{ Endorsed | 
R. Cochran letter Sep*". 17. 1795 
Mr. W. Williamson. 
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J(ohn) F. Grimke to (John) Steele 


Pincxneyrvitxte. April 4: 1796. 
Dear General. 

At the meeting of the Catawba Compaay in March last in 
Charleston, I informed them of the favorable sentiments you 
bore towards the Company; upon which they resolved to pre- 
sent you with 5 Shares therein, & desired that I would write 
you enclosing she Scrip & thank you for your good opinion 
& serious attachment to their cause. I take much pleasure in 
doing so, having formerly solicited your approbation thereof 
& having received material support from your exertions. We 
request you still to persevere & to endeavour to quiet the minds 
of the people with respect to the opening of the navigation, as 
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the Company are going earnestly to work this Summer—with 
Esteem, 4 
I am, Dr. General, your Obt. hum. Sert. 
J: F: Grimxz.t 
Genl. Steele. 
Address : 
Major General Steele 
Salisbury 
North Carolina 
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. Oliv(er) Wolcott? to John Steele 


Treasury Department May 12 [1796] 
Confidential 
Str. 

I am directed by the President of the United States to in- 
form you, that he has determined to offer you the appointment 
of Comptroller of the Treasury, which will soon become vacant 
in consequence of the proposed resignation of Mr. Davis? the 
present Possessor. 

The Salary at present established by law is Two thousand 
six hundred & fifty dollars pr annum, to which a temporary 
addition will probably be made during the present Session of 
Congress. 

The respect which I entertain for your character founded 
on personal acquaintance as well as the representations of your 
friends, inspires me with a sincere wish that the proffered ap- 
pointment may be acceptable. 


*John Foucherand Grimke, Judge of Superior Court of South 
Carolina and, after 1799, Chief Justice (senior associate). For 
fuller note see Harrington Letters, Sprunt Publications, Vol. 18, 
p. 14. 

2Oliver Wolcott, b. 1760, Litchfield, Connecticut; United States 
Auditor, 1789-91; Comptroller United States Treasury, 1791-95; 
Secretary of the Treasury, 1795-1800; Governor of Connecticut, 
1817-27; d. New York City, 1833. 

*John Davis, of Massachusetts, who succeeded Wolcott as Comp- 
troller in 1795. 
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In case your decision shall be according to my wishes, it 
will be necessary for you to be at Philadelphia on or before 
the first day of July ensuing when Mr. Davis proposes to leave 
the Office, in any event I request you to asknowledge this letter 
by duplicates as soon as possible. 
I have the honor to be 
very respectfully 
Sir, Your most obed. Servt. 
Ouiv: Wotcort Jr. 
John Steele Esquire. 
Addressed : 
Private, 
John Steele Esquire 
Salisbury 
North Carolina. 
Endorsed : 
Oliv’. Wolcott 
May 12th 1796 
Appointment to the office of Comptr. 
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T(imothy) Pickering to John Steele 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
July 1, 1796 


Sir, 


The President of the United States desiring to avail the 
public of your services as comptroller of the Treasury, I have 
now the honor of inclosing you the Commission and of express- 


ing to you the sentiments of perfect respect with which 


I am, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient Servt. 
John Steele Esquire T. Picxerine. 
Comptroller of the 
Treasury 
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Addressed : 
John Steele Esqr. 
Comptroller of the Treasury of the 
United States 
at Francis Hotel. 


Endorsed : 
Commission of Compr 
The Treasury 


1 July 1796. 


(Enclosure: 1796, July 1; Commission, Comptroller of 
Treasury. ) 
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‘ 


Grorce Wasurncton, Presipent oF THE UNITED STATES 


or AMERICA 


To all who shall see these presents, Greetings, 
Whereas the Office of Comptroller of the Treasury of the 
United States, is at present vacant, 
Know Yr, That reposing special Trust and Confidence in the 
Integrity, Diligence and Ability of Joun Steere of North 
Carolina, I do appoint him Comptroller of the Treasury of the 
said United States and do authorize and empower him to ex- 
ecute and fulfil the Duties of that Office according to Law; and 
to have and to hold the said office, with all the powers, privileges 
& Emoluments thereunto of Right appertaining, unto him the 
said Joun Sreexz, during the Pleasure of the President of the 
United States for the Time being, and until the End of the 
next Session of the Senate of the United States, and no longer. 
In Testimony whereof I caused these Letters to be made 
Patent, and the Seal of the United States to be hereunto 
affixed. 
Given under my Hand, at the City of Philadelphia, in 
the First Day of July, in the Year of our Lord one 
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thousand seven hundred and ninety six, and of the Inde- 
pendence of the United States of America the Twentieth. 
G°. WasHINGTON 
By the President 
TirmotHy PicKERING, 
Secretary of State 


(Enclosed in: 1796, July 1, Pickering to Steele) 
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Rough Draft of Letter by John Steele 


ComprTroLuers OFFICE 12th. July 1796, 
Sir, 

Since I came into this office applications have been frequently 
made to me by Merchts. of Philada. on the subject of drawbacks, 
upon all of which I have uniformly declined to act, until your 
report might be obtained upon each case separately. 

In making out reports of this nature I beg leave to request 
that both as to facts within your own knowledge and informa- 
tion recd. from others, you will be as explicit as possible. 

The report must always state that the merchandize upon 
which the drawback in claimed was certainly exported, the time 
of shipment, to what place shipped and the date at your office 
of the application to cancel the bond. 

Where the papers are informal, the best explanation which 
the nature of the case will admit ought to be given by the ap- 
plicant in writing, of the reasonableness of which your opinion 
will be expected in the report; when the consuls certificate is 
wanting the reason should be assigned, and if the countersigna- 
ture of two merchants be substituted your report will of course 
notice the character and credibility of the merchants so counter- 
signing, whether they be foreign, or American, and whether the 
consignee or the merchants counter-signing can be supposed 
from a connection with the applicant here, to have any direct, 
or indirect interest in the decision. You will readily perceive 
the propriety of attending to this circumstances, as the credit 
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which is due to the certificate of men with whom we are not 
well acquainted, is generally regulated by a conviction that they 
are disinterested. : 


(Endorsement) 


A rough of a letter which may at some future period compose 
part of a circular to the Collectors on the same subject. 


J(ohn) F. Grimke to (John) Steele 


Cuarteston 9. Augt. 1796. 
Dear General. 

I wrote to you from Pinckneyville last April, enclosing.......... 
scrip for 5 shares in the Catawba Company, which the pro- 
prietors requested your acceptance of as a Compliment-to them 
I would wish to give an account, whether it is agreable to you 
to accept of their favor or not. & to yourself I would wish to 
communicate matters of importance relative to the Company 
when I shall be informed whether you consider yourself as a 
proprietor or not. with Esteem, 

Sir, I am your hum. Sert. 

Genl. Steele. 

J. F. Grimxe. 

Address : 

Major General Steele 
Salisbury 
North Carolina 
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John Steele to J(ohn) F. Grimke 


Puitapa. Septemr. 9th. 1796. 
Dear Sir, 
Your letter from Pinckneyville enclosing the scrip, and an- 
other from Charleston of the 9th ulto. were both received long 
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after their respective dates. An unexpected removal to this 
place, with the press of business incident to my office will I 
trust be a sufficient apology for the seeming delay in replying 
to communications which in every point of view are entitled 
to the most grateful acknowledgements. 

The vote of the company and the polite terms which you 
were pleased to make use of in announcing it, are equally flat- 
tering to my feelings; but as it has the appearance of a pe 
cuniary reward for services supposed to have been rendered 
by me in a public character, to decline the acceptance will not 
I hope incur, either the imputation of insensibility, or inten- 
tional disrespect. 

If I rendered any service to the company it was only in the 
discharge of a public duty; consequently my habits of think- 
ing will not allow me to accept a private recompense; you may 
however be assured, that as long as my opinions can be supposed 
to have an influence in securing the rights of individuals, it 
will be regarded as an obligation due to society (in whatever 
character I may be placed) to publish them without reserve. 

After relinquishing any claim to the script which is herewith 
returned, I must rely upon your friendship to convey to the 
company in the most respectful terms an expression of my 
gratitude for the honor intended; and you will also I hope do 
me the favor to believe that 

I am dear Sir, 
with perfect respect 
your obliged Servant 
The honble. 
Judge Grimke 
President of the Catawba Navigation Compy. 
South Carolina. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 
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John Steele to the North Carolina Assembly 


PuitapetpHia Novem 15th., 1796 
Gentlemen, 

In obedience to a law which renders the tenure of State ap- 
pointments incompatible with one which I have accepted? 
under the Government of the United States, it becomes my duty 
to resign the office and authority of a Justice of the peace for 
the County of Rowan, and of a Major General in the 4th. 
division of the Militia of North Carolina. 

Regarding these appointments as the indications of public 
confidence, it would be injustice to my feelings not to accom- 
pany this surrender of them to the Legislature with an as- 
surance that the prosperity of the State will always remain an 
object of my sincerest desire. 

I have the honor to be 
Gentlemen 
With perfect respect 
Your obedient fellow citizen 
To the Honble. 
The Speakers & Members 
of the Senate & house of Commons 
of North Carolina 
In General Assembly 
at Raleigh 


[ Endorsed : | 
Letters of resignation to the General Assembly of North 
Carolina. 
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4Steele had become Comptroller of the United States Treasury 
July 1, 1796, in succession to John Davis of Massachusetts. 
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Walter Alves! to John Steele 


Pererspure Dect. 15. 1796. 
Dear Sir 

A few days ago at Raleigh I had the pleasure to receive your 
favor of the 15. ult®. acquainting me that in pursuance of 
my Power of Attorney you had drawn the Interest of the Stock 
standing to my credit as Treasurer to the Trustees of the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina, up to the quarter ending the 30°. 
Sept’. 1795 amounting to 99 20/100 Dollars—Permit me fur- 
ther to request you to pay the sum to M*. John Story, Jun. at 
Joseph Balls Esq’. Chestnut Street, & to take his receit for the 
same for & on account of M'. John Hogg? & transmit it to me 
by Post— 

My sincere thanks are due for your obliging attention to this 
Business, as well as for the Pamphlets & statement you had 
the goodness to send me. 

You have no doubt before now received an account of the 
votes in our State for President & Vice President least you 
should not have seen the returns, I subjoin the state of the 
votes. I had hoped & believed that three of our Electors were 
in favor of M'. Adams & was surprised to find them so unami- 
mous for Jefferson, who we are induced to think will be Presi- 
dent—If that should be the event of the Election—I trust that 
Heaven will avert the evils that many of our wisest and best 
men have predicted from the ascendency of a party who have 
appeared inimical to the measures of Government, & I believe 
the true Interests of our at present happy Country. 

I had not the honour to be a member of the Legislature this 
year, but I was at Raleigh a short time lately, several Bills 


tWalter Alves was treasurer of the University of North Carolina 
from 1795 to 1799, being succeeded in the latter year by his brother, 
Gavin Alves, who served the institution to 1809. Both were sons 
of James Hogg, merchant of Hillsborough, having procured, at their 
father’s request, a legislative enactment changing their name to 
that of their mother. Walter Alves was a trustee of the univer- 
sity from 1795 to 1813; and represented Orange County in the 
Legislature 1793-1795. Battle Hist. Univ. of N. C., I, 128, 826; 
James Sprunt Historical Monographs, No. 3 (1902), pp. 13-16. 

?See notes 1 and 3 to letter from John Hogg to Steele, Jan. 21, 
1811, below. 
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were brought forward to amend the Judiciary System, and 
most of them rejected, the Bill which you will recollect by the 
name of Hamiltons system, was with some difficulty rejected, 
and the friends to that Bill set themselves against every re- 
form in our present system, they destroyed the Bill for erect- 
ing a separate Court of Chancery. That for Erecting a Court 
of Errors and appeals had been read twice in the Common & 
once in the Senate when I left Raleigh, but it was feared that 
it would share the fate of the rest.— 

With true Esteem & respect I am Dear Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant 
Wa ter ALVEs. 
The Honorable 
Major General Steele 
Comptroller of the Treasury of the United States, 
Philadelphia. 

Statement of the Votes for President & Vice President in 
North Carolina.” 

Jefferson 11. Bur 6. Iredell 3, Washington 1. Adams 1. 
Thomas Pinkney 1. Charles Pinkney 1. 
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Samuel Hodgdon to John Steele 


PHILADELPHIA 30th June 1797. 
Sir— 

Since the receipt of your Note I have seen the Horses to 
which it refers—They will answer the Public calls through me 
very well—the small Horse is active under a saddle, the large 
one will do for draft—both are thin, but a week or ten days 
standing with the attention they get will fit them for any 

1The State Legislature met for the first time in Raleigh in 1794. 

"North Carolina possessed twelve electoral votes in 1796, the 


test of strength of the two parties being in the vote for Jefferson, 
Republican, and Adams, Federalist. 
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service—H not sold before I receive orders to purchase, I will 
take them as you suggest—Knight need not be consulted. 
With sentiments of esteem 
I am 
Sir 
Your Most Obedient Servant 
SamueL Hopepon 
John Steele Esq. 
Addressed : 
John Steele Esq. 


Endorsed : 
Hogdon for horses 
1797, 
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Max(well) Chambers: to John Steele 


Spring Hirt 6 Novemr. 1797. 
My Dear Sir, 

I have just forwarded your Pacages of Beding by a Waggon 
of Cap. Hustons going to Petersburg directed to the care of 
Daniel Anderson Merchant of that place and have wrote him 
a line by the waggon requesting him to forward them to you 
by the first Vessel that should sail to Philadelphia, and which 
I hope you'll receive safe. 

Henry Houk is going to move his family to your place next 
week, and him and his Brother George are to carry on the 
Distilling Business altogether in Henry’s name. And I must 
say I have a muca better opinion of this Connection than that 
of Billy and George, as Henry seems to be a study sober man, 
and he has assured me he has engaged in it purely to exculpate 
him from his Security Ship for his brothers and says he will 


1Maxwell Chambers, Sr., the unwilling host of Lord Cornwallis 
at Salisbury in 1781, was a friend and neighbor of the Steele fam- 
ily, and perhaps a relative of Mrs. Elizabeth Maxwell Steele. John 
Steele frequently relied upon his business judgment and as cus- 
todian of his family and property interests while absent from 
Salisbury. For Chambers family see Rumple, 315-319. 
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make every exertion in Order to do it, and I have not the least 
doubt but they will if they can procure grain and will be In- 
dustrious and careful. 

Mr. Trotter and myself have sold three Barrels of your 
Whiskey, tho’ we have not yet received all the pay for it, but it 
is promised to us this Nov. Court we sold it at 10/ pr. Gallon, 
the remainder I expect I can sell shortly all but the two Bar- 
rels you informed you wanted reserved for your own use which 
I shall do unless you send me Other Instructions. 

I saw your Horse Midas to day and he is in prime order 
better than he ever was in before. I wrote you some time ago, 
a message from Major Gillaham respecting his Carrying him 
to Charleston to sell for you but have not received any answer 
from you respecting it. If you mean to send him by Gillaham 
we ought to know before he goes, he told me he wanted him a 
week or two before he went in order to give him some exercise 
and break him better to the bit. 

Please to give my Compliments to Mrs. Steele and Miss 
Nancy, and accept the same from 

My Dear Sir you Sincre friend, 
Max: CHAMBERS. 

John Steele Esquire. 

Addressed : 

John Steele Esquire Comptroller 
of the United States 
Comptrs Office 
Philadelphia. 


Endorsed : 
Maxwell Chambers Esq. 
Novemr. 6th 1727 
Sale of three barrels of whiskey 
st 10/ pr. Gal. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers, Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 
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Edw(ar)d' Chambers to John Steele 


Yapxin November 29th 1797. 

Dr. Sir 

I received your letter of the 17th September last And the re- 
quest you therein made, have complyed with as to Charles, Jean 
& her child which I have sold to Peter Smith for five Hundred 
& fifty Dollars, to be paid in two years from the 11th day of 
November last with Interest from the date; as you directed, 
As to your horse Midas, he is now in Tolerable Condition say 
equal To what he was last Spring, & I think by March I can 
have him in as good condition as necessary, with respect to 
selling him in Salisbury or the neighborhood thereof, I think 
the chance very dull. As a covering horse I am of Opinion he 
would make a very good Stand, as several of the people of this 
County have told me they will put Mares to him next Spring, 
But as to what place would be the most advantageous for him 
to stand at, I cannot say, if Ellis’s Boys would agree to keep 
him it would be a very good place for the horse, That is as 
to his being well used, but whether the place where he would 
get the most Business to do I know not, however the horse is in 
high repute, & perhaps he might do as well there as at any other 
place, But if there is any other person who lives in the neigh- 
borhood of this Place, That you think would be better calcu- 
lated to keep him, I will speak to them upon the Subject, If 
you’! let me know by your next letter, who they are, and upon 
what terms you’! Observe that I never have mentioned the Sub- 
ject to the Ellis’s, And cannot say whether they would take the 
horse or not, But I will submit the matter to yourself, and be 
governed by your directions, as you are as well acquainted with 
the people of this place as I am, & J’ll venture to say better, 
Your colts are in good order I have not got Anthony gelded 
but will have it done next Spring as soon as the weather will 
permit, Statesburgs Clothes & Belt I have got from the Houks, 


4Son of Maxwell Chambers. See Maxwell Chambers to John 
' Steele, January 9, 1800. 
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The reason why I have not answered your letter sooner is that 
I wished to give you a full & particular account of the Crop; 
which we did not finish until last week, Sorry I am to say That 
the expectations which I had when I took the place are sensibly 
contracted, as the season was uncommonly dry, & the unfortun- 
ate Circumstances of my having so severe an Attack of The 
Rheumatism, which confined me to my bed & room nearly three 
months & from which I have doubted That I will never recover 
as I am now lame in both my ancles, and can scarcely walk, & 
the Young man who lived at the place, managed so poorly and 
was so unattentive to his Business during my illness, That they 
have nearly Broke me and also Insured you, However health 
life & seasons permitting, I hope by perseverance and In- 
dustry that I will make it up next year, As I have got a younger 
man now on the place who I think will not loose anything for 
the want of attention or work, as to cleaning meadow I can 
do nothing at it this year I will plant out some apple & peach 
trees if I can get them, The Quantity of corn that I made on 
the place was 762 Bushl. your half which is three Hundred and 
eighty one Bushells I have measured and Cribbed agreeable to 
contract, one Hundred Bushells of your old corn was made use 
of on the place which I am to account with you for, either by 
returning you corn again, paying you for it. I cannot return 
you corn again this fall as what I have made to my part will 
Scarcely Bread the Negroes and feed the Work Horses & I 
did not raise more on my own place than will do the same There, 
Quantity of Wheat which I got was fifteen Bus. the whole of 
which I have sowed & I am also accountable to you for 10 
Bushs. of the same, which I will pay you again in Wheat or 
Money which you prefer, my present crop of Wheat is very 
promising I have only thrashed out twelve Bushells Rye which 
T have also sowed, The Rye I expect will yield much Better 
than the Wheat did, say Sixty or Seventy Bushells, Upon men- 
tioning to Macays Brother if he knew whether the Judge would 
sell the land adjoining your place, he told me the Judge had 
sold it to Wm. Alexander, I therefore said no more about it. 
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I havé nothing further to add only my Best respects to Mrs. 
Steele & Family and 
am with Respect 
Your Friend & Hul. Servt. 
Epwp. CHAMBERS. 


Addressed : 
John Steele Esqr. 
Comptroller 
Philadelphia. 
Endorsed: 
Edwd. Chambers 
Novemr. 29th 1797. 
Concerng. the sale of Charles & his family for $550—and 
concerng. the crop &ca. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


E(dward) Carrington to John Steele 


Ricumonp Jan 9, 1798 

Dr. Sur 

In order that the balance which may be left in my hands on 
the late Marsbals accounts this day transmitted to your office, 
may, as early as possible be paid into the Treasury, I take the 
liberty of troubling you with Bank Notes enclosed for 65 dol- 
lars which I beg the favor of you to apply, so far as necessary 
to that object immediately on the adjustment taking place. I 
de not apprehend that the balance will be greater than I have 
stated as I believe the Vouchers are all sufficient, I can not 
however make notes answer to the precise sum and you can re- 
turn to me any balance that may be left. 

I rely on your goodness in rendering me the friendly service 
which I request, confident that there is no impropriety in it on 
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official grounds and recollecting the very polite manner in which 
you have, on all occasions acted towards me ‘ 
I am Dear 
With great esteem 
Your Most Ob. St. 
Ep. Cargineton? 
John Steele Esq 
pd. Treasr. By Mr. Rawn? $51.75 
returned by Colo. Heth® 13.25 


pr letter 22d Feby 1798 $65. 
Jno. Steele 
Money pr. Treasur™. by Mr. 
Addressed : 
(Private) 
John Steele Esq 
Philadelphia. 
Endorsed : 
Richmond Jany 9th 1798 
Colo. Carrington on the subject of Bank notes. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


J (ohn) Steele) to Edward Jones* 


Puiapa. March 7th. 1798 
Dear Sir, 
I had the pleasure to receive in due time your letter concern- 
ing the official conduct of our friend Read, and have communi- 
cated its contents to the Secty. of the Treasy. Nothing will be 


4KHdward Carrington was United States Supervisor of the Rev- 
enue for the District of Virginia. 

?David Rawn, principal clerk in Comptroller’s office. 

*Robert Jones Heath, clerk in the office of Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

‘Hdward Jones, of Wilmington. He was a very able lawyer; was 
frequently a member of the Assembly; Solicitor-General of North 
Carolina, 1792-1827. For a sketch, see Wheeler, Reminiscences, 
307. 
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done without proper deliberation, but I can venture to say to 
you in confidence that appearances are very much against the 
vigilance if not the fidelity of the Custom house. Until those 
appearances are better explained the conduct of the chief officer 
of the Port will remain subject to the imputation of remissness 
at least; perhaps those who are more minutely acquainted with 
circumstances than we possibly can be at this distance may 
feel themselves authorized to transfer the blame from the char- 
acter of Colo. Read to that of his deputy or some other person 
acting in a still more humble station. It is however, from the 
nature of things, the principal alone, who is held responsible 
at the Treasry. 

It is evident from the tenor of your letter that you are under 
an impression that the attention of the government has been 
attracted to these irregularities by information recd. from some 
inhabitant of Wilmington. Nothing can be more erroneous. 

The first intimation recd. at the Treasy. was from Portsmouth 
in New Hampshire of which I apprized Colo. Read immedi- 
ately by letter; a siezure was afterwards made at Boston of a 
quty. of sugr. in Rice cask, entered as rice in the coasting mani- 
fest & accompanied by a letter from Wm. Campbell since proved 
to be his own hand writing. When this seizure was made, 
and the owners of the vessel discovered that she was liable to 
forfeiture, it began for the first time to be whispered among 
the trading people of that place that such practices were known 
to and had for months past been countenanced by some of the 
officers of the customs at Wilmington. The mission of Genl. 
Huntington was the consequence, and whether it was, or was not 
fully justified by appearances and the circumstances of the case 
I submit to your candor, to determine. 

For the news of the day I refer you to the papers. Public 
opinion in the United States can now no longer remain sus- 
pended with respect to the views of the French Republic. The 
decree lately recommended by the Directory is too profligate, 
to find advocates (as their other measures have done) among 
the people who are doomed to be the victims of its operation. 

Many among us, being deluded themselves, have contributed 
(no doubt from the best motives) to delude others; but hence- 
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forth we may hope for Union, and that sort of energy that the 
world expects from a brave, victorious and a high toned nation 
when driven to extremity by the oppressions of an unprincipled 
and insidious enemy. We have this moment heard that one of 
our rich india ships belonging to this port has been taken, and 
carried into Porto rico; Such captures while they impair the 
revenue, are gradually annihilating the commercial capital of 
our country. 
With sentiments of the greatest esteem 
I am Dear Sir 
Yours sincerely 
Edward Jones Esgqr. 
Solicitor Genl. of 
North Carolina. 
Endorsed : 
A copy of a letter to Edwd. Jones Esqr, respectg. Colo. 
Reads removal from office. J. S. 


John Steele to [Robert Goodloe?| Harper 


Tuxrspay Eventne [17982] 
My dear Sur 
In consequence of what passed between us at Mr. Bells I 
have sketched the enclosed project for your consideration. It 
would touch the plans, and stop the career of too many men to 
leave any hope of its adoption. Common place constitutional 
scruples with some, and motives of a very different nature with 
others will combine to defeat it if proposed. It may perhaps 
therefore be best to shew it to your friends privately, and bring 
it forward, or not as they may advise. 
Sincerely & truly 
Yours 
Jno. STEELE 
*Robert Goodloe Harper, representative from South Carolina and 


Chairman of Ways and Means Committee in Fifth Congress 1797- 
1799. 
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The honble 
Mr. Harper 
House of Reprs. 
Endorsed : 
Comptroller 
Some memoranda prepared for Mr. Harper, and returned 
by him for certain additional information. 


(Enclosure: N.D.; Notes for Harper.) 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


(John Steele) to James Read 


Purtavetpuia July 2d. 1798. 
Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 7. ultimo requesting to be 
informed of the reasons which influenced the President to ap- 
point a new Collector for the District of Wilmington, and should 
feel no hesitation in gratifying you, were it in my power to do 
so. In making new appointments it is usual to apply for in- 
formation to those who are most likely to possess it; but the 
reasons upon which the President founds his preference are 
only known to himself, and perhaps to the heads of the De 
partments. The information so much desired by you, may 
therefore it is presumed be obtained through some other 
channel altho’ it would be improper for me to undertake to 
give it. 

There is one circumstance which candor will not permit me 
to conceal, altho’ I do not mention it as knowing certainly 
whether the President was influenced by it in your removal or 
not. Last fall when a seizure was made at Boston of a quantity 
of sugar transported coastwise under the name of rice from 
Wilmington some of the persons implicated in that fraud spoke 
without much reserve of the countenance which it had received 
from the Custom house at Wilmington during the whole of the 
preceding summer and spring. Others went so far as to say 
that some of those whose duty it was to prevent it “were wnter- 
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ested in the fraud.” Such insinuations corroborated by the fact 
that the whole, or nearly the whole of the Merchandize re-laden 
on board the Brigt. Aaron had been clandestinely introduced 
afterwards into the United States could not but make an im- 
pression unfavorable to the vigilance if not the integrity with 
which the public business of that district was performed. It 
may perhaps also have come to the President’s knowledge that 
you were in the habit of confiding the whole management of 
the Custom house to a Deputy and that of course the public 
had not that kind of security which the personal attention of 
an Office is supposed to afford. The character of one at least 
of the persons whom you appointed and continued in the office 
of Inspector is understood to be not altogether free from ex- 
ception; but whether this circumstance had any weight in the 
President’s mind is not within my province to determine. It is 
however highly probable that these were among the considera- 
tions which induced him to think an appointment necessary. 

A letter of this kind you must be aware is a painful task to 
perform, and nothing could have induced me to attempt any 
thing of the kind but the appeal which you have made to that 
friendship which has so long subsisted between us. As it would 
be unbecoming in me to undertake to assign reasons for the 
conduct of those who are superiors in office, I have a right 
to stipulate that no public use will be made of this letter or of 
any suggestion that it contains. It is written to avoid the ap- 
pearance of coldness and reserve, & is evidently intended for 
your eye only. 

I am Sir, 
with great respect, 
your mo. Ob. Serv. 
Colo. Read— 
Wilmington. 


John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 
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: Mazx(well) Chambers to John Steele 


Sprine Hirt 17th July 1798. 
Dear Sir. 

I have not been favoured with any letter from you since the 
2d May last, and agreeable to your request therein, I forwarded 
to Colo. Robt. Rowan! at Fayetteville £103. in paper money it 
being what I had then received of your money for which he 
sent me a receipt. There is no part of the Vendue money (ex- 
cept a small note on Thos. Williams) yet paid to me, Tho’ I 
have given public notice in an advertisement for that purpose; 
and as you did not fully authorize me to bring Suits against 
those who owed the money, I have hitherto declined it. 

I have been several times up to see Henry Houck on the 
Business mentioned in your last letter, but his being often from 
home I have had no opportunity yet of seeing him, But I men- 
tioned the matter to his Brother and requested they would come 
down to my house for that purpose as soon as they had secured 
their Harvest. I was up there again to day But his wife told 
me they had gone up to his place yesterday to plow his Corn. 

They have kept your horse in pretty good order and he has 
had upwards of Twenty Mares this Season. I have delivered 
them your orders with respect to their Learning the Horse ill 
paces or drawing out the Hair from his tail and Mane which 
they have promised Strictly to Observe. I am well assured 
that if he was put into the Hands of a man who understood the 
Business of Keeping and letting out Two Horses the next Sea- 
son he would get more mares than he could cover as he is much 
thought of by all the good Horse Breeders, and Gentlemen of 
the Turff who have seen him. 

We have had a very fine Season for Spring Crops this year, 
and I am told there is as fine an appearance of a Crop of Corn 
and Tobacco both at your River plantation as there ever was 


4Robert Rowan, Sr., of Fayetteville, appointed Commissioner of 
Loans in 1798 to succeed William Skinner, deceased. The elder 
Rowan was a member of the Assembly from Cumberland County 
in 1778, 1779, 1785. He was an ardent Revolutionary patriot and 
the first signer of the “Cumberland Association,’ June 20, 1775, 
formed for the purpose of resisting the mother country. See Saun- 
ders, Colonial Records of N. C., X, 29-30, for “Cumberland Associa- 
tion” and list of signers. 
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Since the place was Settled; the wheat Crop did not turn out 
so well, owing to the wet Spring. 

I have just heard of your misfortune in loosing your little 
Son,! which is an event I am truly Sorry to hear, as I know 
the Sencible distress and affliction it will give to Mrs. Steele 
and your self. 

My family are all well at present & present their respectful 
Compliments to Mrs. Steele, your self and the good family. 
My Daughter Newnan is here and begs me to present hers to 
Mrs. Steele your self and the young Ladies and begs that Miss 
Nancy would favour her with her agreeable Correspondence 
when her other avocations will admit. I am Dear Sir with 
every Sentiment of 
respect and Esteem your most Obt. Servant 

Max. CHAMBERS. 


x 


IPO: 

William L. Alexander and his Cousin Even Alexand™ are 
candidates for the Borough at our next Election Gather, Matt. 
Brandon, George Fisher, Squire Clark and Mr. Dusenberry are 
the candidates for the county.’ 

yours as before M. C. 

Addressed : 

John Steele Esquire Compr of the U. States 
Comprs office 
Phuladelphia 
Endorsed : 
Maxwell Chambers 
July 17th 1798 
£108 paper money and the season of Midas The 
money mentioned within £103 I recd. from Mr. Grove 
the 4th Feby 1799. 
Answd. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 

1Born in Philadelphia, January 4, 1798, and died May 4, of the 
same year, unnamed. A. Henderson, John Steele, N. C. Booklet, 
XVIII, No. 4, p. 175. 

"Evan Alexander secured the seat, and also represented the 
borough for the five following years. 

‘Francis Locke for the Senate, Samuel Dusenbury and George 
Fisher for the Commons, were the successful candidates for the 
Assembly in 1798. 
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/ John Adams to John Steele 


Quincy Sept. 4. 1798 
Sur 
I have reed. your favour of Aug 29 inclosing the Resolutions 
and address of Bladen County in N. Carolina. A more ex- 
cellent Address has not appeared. A few words in answer I 
return to you with the address that you may publish them in 
the Papers, if you please. The Election of Mr. Henderson? 
is very honourable to him and his Constituents. If the invet- 
erate Phalanx should be broken our Country will triumph. 
With sincere Esteem I have the honor 
to be Sir your obliged servant 
Joun ADAMS. 
John Steele Esqr 
Comptroller of the 
Treasury at Trenton 
Endorsed : 
President of the U. S. 
Sepr. 4th 1798. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


Ja(me)s Holland to John Steel(e). 


Moreanton 19th of Sept. 1798. 
Sur 
If I do not mistake you will respect a communication 
from me 
Wallace Alexander? who have had the appointment of Com- 
mission’r for this District has I am told declined the accep- 
tance. A friend of mine James Murphy? Esqr. of Burk County 


tArchibald Henderson, Federalist, was elected to the Sixth Con- 
gress in 1798, indeed four Federalists appear from North Carolina 
in this Congress, as against one in the Fifth Congress. 
*See Wallace Alexander to John Steele, May 21, 1790. 
‘James Murphy represented Burke County in the State Senate 
1797. 
11 
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has signified to me that he will accept of that appointment and 
has solicited my recommendation to you in his favor. 

I think him of integrity and capable of acting in that trust 
and whose appointment would give pleasure to the people of 
Candour in this District any favor procured to him by you 
would lay me under fresh obligations. 

I was a Candidat in the late Election? I had a Majority of 
475 votes in the four Counties But the Genl.* had 1010 votes 
in Lincoln this vast Majority in that County was occationed 
by casualties. I had a violent attack of bodily illness and 
taken down at Wilks. it was reported in all the counties that 
I was a Frenchman and Hostile to our Govt.—the belief of 
this injured me much but particularly in the County of Lin- 
coln among the German’s this with a report that I was dead— 
Defeated my election—I have the pleasure to be your sincere 
friend and Humble Servant 

Jas Hottanp 

Address: John Steele Esq’ Comptroller 

Philadelphia 
By post 
Endorsed : 
James Holland 
Sepr. 10th & 20th 1798 
recommending two persons 
for the same appointment. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


1For Congress. James Holland had been a member of Congress, 
1795-1797. In 1798 he was a candidate again and lost to Joseph 
Dixon (Dickson), of Lincoln County, an officer who fought at Kings 
Mountain. Nevertheless Holland was re-elected in 1800, and 
served from 1801 continuously to 1811. 

2Joseph Dixon (Dickson), a Federalist in politics. 
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. James Holland’ to John Steele 
RutuHerrorp 20 of Sept., 1798. 
Dear Sir 

Since my last of the present inst. dated at Morganton in favor 
of James Murphy Esq. relative to his wish to the appointment 
of Commissioner for this District. 

My friend Alexander M. Gilbert has expressed a wish for the 
same trust—Mr. Gilbert is well qualified for commissioner 
about twenty-six years of age having spent much time in liter- 
ary pursuits and for sobriety and studious attention is not 
exceeded by any in the District And now at Leasure I am cer- 
tain was he appointed he woud not betray his trust and would 
also Obtain a further confidence. 

My friend will write to Our old friend the Supervisor? 
being acquainted with him who will give him a further cred- 
ence. You will therefore have the subject before you and I 
am confident will act from the purest motives. I have the 
pleasure to be with the highest sense of gratitude yr. humble 
servant— 

Jas. Horzanp. 

[ Address :] 

John Steele Compr. Philadelphia 

By Post. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Robert Cochran to John Steele 


Fayette vittE Noy. 13th. 1798. 
John Steele Esquire 
Dear Sir, 
Mr. Grove having shown me your letter to him, wherein you 
observe that the money due you by me would be very acceptable, 


James Holland was frequently a member from Rutherford Coun- 
ty of the State Commons and Senate between 1782 and 1798, and 
a member of Congress 1801-1811. 

*Supervisor of Federal Revenue in the District of North Caro- 
lina, at this date, was William Polk. 
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I shall exert myself to make you a remittance in part by him 
and for the residue must beg a short indulgence until I can send 
a quantity of Flaxseed, which I have on hand, to N. York upon 
which place I shall forward you Bills, the season for that article 
being now at hand I flatter myself you will very soon have the 
Money—You should have had it long ere this, but having un- 
expectedly, on my return from Philadelphia, to raise the half 
of $3800 for which the Mill was mortgaged, have been pre- 
vented performing my promise to you—should I have failed 
releasing the Mill, I might have appropriated my money to 
some uncertain purpose, but having secured, her, I’ have a toler- 
able good and sure income for myself and family. 

Mr. Grove has mentioned to me the innumerable applications 
to him for recommendations to fill the vacancy occasioned by 
Colo. Rowan’s' death, he is receiving Letters on that Subject 
daily, from various quarters, and from persons he conceives, 
that are not more entitled to such an appointment than a vast 
many others of his acquaintances. 

I had formed an opinion that such places were most gener- 
ally filled with men of merit who had in some way rendered 
their country services, and I dare say, there are some such 
among the present applicants, if so, they should be prefered; 
next to those, Mr. Winslow? I should think (of those I know) 
is the best qualified. He is a young man for whom I have a 
very great regard, and in consequence of his solicitations I 
wrote you on the subject, not supposing that anything I could 
say would opperate to his advantage, for you know him suf- 
ficiently well, but as he requested such a thing I presumed 
*twould do no injury. 


*Robert Rowan, of Fayetteville, a Revolutionary patriot and 
first signer of the “Cumberland Association,” June 20, 1775, formed 
in the Cape Fear region for the purpose of resistance to England. 
He was a member of the Commons for Cumberland, 1778, 1779, and 
1785. In 1798 President Adams named him Federal Commissioner 
of Loans for North Carolina to succeed Joshua Skinner, but he 
died just after assuming the office. He was the step-father of 
William Barry Grove. See letter of W. B. Grove to James Hogg, 
Sprunt Monographs, Vol. 9, No. 2, pp. 70-72. Wheeler, History of 
North Carolina, II, 125, also Sprunt Monographs, Vol. 9, No. 2, 
p. 66, note 14. 

*John Winslow, of Fayetteville, representative of his borough in 
the Commons, 1815-1820. 
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Mr. G. having also informed me that he had communicated 
to you the Names of some of the Candidates, and that he had 
without any solicitations on my part mentioned me, I thought 
it my duty as Mr. G. honoured me so much, to assure you, 
that if my offering should meet with your approbation and 
you could venture to recommend me that nothing should be 
wanting on my part if ever an opportunity should offer to 
retaliate so great a favour—nevertheless I should dislike that 
my name should be held up, if it would in any way injure 
Winslows prospects. 

Miss Nessfield,t my wife, etc, join in love ete to yourself and 
family—and believe me 

Yours with sentiments of true Regard ete., ete. 
Rr. Cocuran. 

Address : 

John Steele Esqire 
Compt". of Treasury of the U. S., 
Philadelphia. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


John Steele to Anth(on)y Newnan 


Puivap*. March 13th 1799. 
Sir. 

The enclosed letter from your son Daniel with my answer, 
and one from Capt. Morris of the artillery will give you full 
information respecting his present situation and prospects. I 
forwarded his commission yesterday with two months pay as 
he requested to enable him to appear as an officer, and the 
Secty at war has given me a promise that he shall be indulged 
in staying at Fort McHenry which is within a mile of Balti- 
more as long as the service will admit. Capt. Morris who en- 
listed him, is a very genteel sensible man. and will I am sure 


*Anne Nesfield, eldest daughter of Cochran’s mother by her first 
husband, John Nesfield. She was a lady of rare charm and sweet- 
ness of character. Family Papers, in possession of Archibald Hen- 
derson, Chapel Hill, N. C. 
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take great pleasure in extricating him from his present awk- 
ward situation with as little injury to his feelings, and character. 
as possible. 

I cannot now avoid repeating the wish that I expressed in 
a former letter, that you will take an early opportunity of 
communicating to him some evidence of your reconciliation, 
and pardon for his past indiscretion. He will I think be a 
useful and respectable member of society, and nothing in my 
opinion will tend more to make him so than the reflection that 
he is once more reinstated in your confidence. If you should 
think proper to write to him under cover to me, I will cause 
the (torn) be forwarded by the most direct conveyance, with 
such additional advice as may appear to be necessary. He has 
an excellent genius, and you will I hope live to see him re- 
spected by his army acquaintances and an ornament to the 
service. 


Mrs. Steele and family are well and join with me in a 
tendre of our best respects to you and the rest of our Salisbury 
friends 

I am Sir, 
With great respect 
Your Mot. Obliged friend 
and Humble servant 
Jno. STEELE. 
Doctor Anth’. Newnan? 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


1See Newnan to Steele, November 30, 1790. The son Daniel re- 
ferred to in the above letter was commissioned March 3, 1799, as 
second lieutenant; November 1, 1799, first lieutenant; resigned 
January 1, 1802; was a colonel of Georgia Volunteers in 1812 and 
1813, and died 1851. Heitman, Dictionary of United States Army. 
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John Steele to Robert Purviance 


Treasury DEPARTMENT 
CoMPTROLLER’s OFFICE 
23d. April 1799. 
Sar. 

I have received your letter of the 16th, addressed to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, with the representation of H. Golds- 
borough, John Anderson, and H. Anderson, and other papers 
concerning the recapture and Sale of the Ship London Packet 
at Antigua for salvage. 

The circumstances under which the vessel arrived rendered 
the payment of foreign duties unavoidable, and unless the 
former Owner should regain his property in her, I do not 
perceive any principle upon which she can be registered. You 
will be pleased to communicate this opinion to the persons 
concerned, and at the same time make them acquainted with 
the Act of the 27th of June 1797 upon which it is founded. 

The documents transmitted by you are herewith returned. 

I am Sir, 
very respectfully, 
Your Obedt. Servant. 
Jno. STEELE. 
Robert Purviance Esquire. 


Endorsed : ; 
Treasury Department 
Apl. 23. 1799 


From the Comptroller 
respecting the 
London Packet. 
Treasy. Depart: 
Ap. 23, 1799 
from John Steele, Comp. 
Sh. London Packet. 
Copied. 
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John Steele to Stephen Moylan 


Circular to Commissioners of Loans. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
CoMPTROLLER’s OFFICE, 
June 7: 1799. 
Sir, 

For the purpose of preserving uniformity I have prepared 
and transmit herewith for your guide, a form marked A agree- 
ably to which the abstracts of the Funded eight per cent Stock 
which may be issued by you pursuant to the instructions con- 
tained in my circular letter of the 1: instant, are to be ren- 
dered to this office. I also enclose a form marked B comform- 
ably to which the individuals who may desire to obtain Funded 
Stock, are to state the particular abstracts of the subscription 
certificates which they may present at your office.— 

These are to be numbered in the order in which they may 
be presented and are to be so stated, in the Abstract to be ren- 
dered agreeably to the form A, which they are to accompany 
(having one sett of the receipts for the Funded Stock written 
upon them) according to the tenor of the instructions of the 1: 
instant before referred to.— 

It is hardly necessary to remark that it will be proper for 
you to retain a copy of the Abstract or Abstracts to be rendered 
pursuant to the form marked A. in order to be referred to at 
any future period, if occasion should require. 

I am, Sir, 
very respectfully 
Your Ob: Servt: 
Jno. STEELE. 

Stephen Moylan Esquire. 

[Commissioner of Loans, for Pennsylvania | 
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William Barry Grove to John Steele 


Fayvettevitte June 7th., 1799 
Dear Sir 

I reed. your letter of May in reply to mine and have all along, 
had hopes I should before now have got payment from our 
friend Cochran’ as he gave me reason to expect, seeing how- 
ever that I must give him longer time I got him to renew the 
note in my own name for my amount say $459—with ints. 
from the 1st. March, & I trust he will find it convenient to 
pay before I go tc Philadelphia [torn] him the note for the 
Carriage & Horses say principle & inst 436$86 cts and gave 
him credit on the old note for $22, 14 cents to make my sum, 
& have stated it on the back of the old note herewith enclosed. 
I wanted Mr. Cochran to give a new note for your Ball. say 
[torn] but he suggests there is some charge against you not 
credited, on acct. of cost of a Suit in Equity—and wished not 
to renew the note until that matter was better understood be- 
tween him & his Brother— 

When you write me you can send me my rect. for the notes, 
acknowledging to pay you $71.19—when it should be got from 
Mr. Cochran.— 

The result of the Virginia Elections is too important not 
to merit (even at [torn] hour) Congratulations on the event, 
& [torn] rejoice with all Federal Men on the occasion— 

We are becoming anxious in this quarter to know something 
more of the French armed Brig, said to be taken by a letter of 
marque, arrived [torn] loaded with muskets, etc. & manned 
with negroes & mulattoes bound for Georgia, having one letter 
for a man of consequence in that State. 

Facts of that kind will soon silence every of the Few Jacobins 
we have in the Southern Country?.— 


1See Cochran to Steele, November 13, 1798. 

2North Carolina public opinion, together with that of the South 
generally, had been strongly pro-French during the early phases 
of the French Revolution, but with the excesses of the “Terror” 
fresh in mind, and France’s persistent efforts to involve the United 
States in the struggle on her side, together with her rejection, 
February, 1797, of Charles C. Pinckney as our accredited repre- 
sentative, public opinion veered around and was now running 
strongly against France. 
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The President having resolved to appoint the officer of the 
Eventual Army, has also increased our suspicions that the Ex- 
ecutive has information that a Fraternal visit from the myrmi- 
dons of Pandemonium is expected; It is certainly a prudent 
plan to name the officers and arrange them to be ready at any 
moment and that no pay is to be expected unless they be called 
into active service-— 

A very general drougth prevails through this State, and in 
some quarters the planters have [torn] be alarmed as the season 
is now far advanced and many have not planted corn or [torn] 
what is remarkable the winds have been brisk and cool, there 
is however at this time great appearance of a general fall of 
rain. Pray do you remain in the city & has the fever left 
the place?—If anything important occurs respecting the state 
of affairs pray let me hear from you. 

Be so good as to offer my respects to Mrs. Steele & your 
family and be assured 


I am 
My dear Sir 
Yrs. in truth 
W. B. Grove. 
John Steele Esq. 
[ Address : ] 
John Steele Esquire, 
Philadelphia 


1After the “X. Y. Z.” incident with France in 1798 the Federal 
Administration, John Adams, president, regarded war with that 
country as inevitable and began to prepare therefor. An army was 
provided and Congress swiftly rushed through several other acts 
looking to defense. One of these created a navy department; 
another increased our very weak navy by a number of frigates to 
be immediately built; another forbade trade with the French West 
Indies; and still another ordered our navy to protect the residue 
of our West Indian trade and attack French ships interfering 
therewith. Under this last policy a number of sea-fights occurred 
which added prestige to our infant navy. About 84 French vessels, 
mainly privateers, were taken by us before France was brought, 
1800, to make a new treaty which ended our naval-commercial war 
until Napoleon laid new restrictions upon our trade during Jeffer- 
son’s second term. 
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[ Endorsed | 
Wm. B. Grove 


Respecting a settlement with Mr. Cochran for a carriage 
I purchased from him. 
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From John Heard' 


Woopsriner Aug 4, 1799. 


I give Midas? a run about a Quarter of a Mile on Saturday 
evening he appears to have some Share of speed for the first 
trial, on Monday morning very early I shali give him a gentle 
sweat, on Wednesday or Thursday I shall try him one mile. 
his feet has got much better, and looks extreemly well. A few 
days ago a person askd. me whether you would sell him, I 
told that I did not know. 

I any Sir 
With respect 
your humble servt. 
JoHn Hzarp. 
[ Address : } 
John Steele Esqt 
Controller General 
Trenton 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


1John Heard was a horseman at Woodbridge, New Jersey, inter- 
ested in the racing events of the Northern circuit. His letters to 
Steele disclose the fact that he undertook the keep and training 
of one of Steele’s horses, Midas, for the track. Steele was residing 
through the summer of this year at Trenton, a refuge for many of 
the governmental officials from the recurrence of the yellow fever 
epidemic at Philadelphia. 

7In the American Race-Turf Register (1, 335), Patrick Nisbett 
Edgar enters Midas as got by the imported horse, Hart’s Old Medley, 
his dam a celebrated imported English mare brought over by Col. 
John Hamilton, British Consul, Virginia, date 1789. 
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[Aug. 19, 1799] : 
J (ohn) Lenox: to John Steele 


The Bank bill referr’d to & inclos’d 
is dated 16. Septr. 1796 No. 4773. 
Sur 

Not having any acquaintance in Philadelphia I have made 
bold to inclose you a Bank bill on the United States for Twenty 
dollars, & beg leave to solicit the favor of you to do me the 
honor of paying Mr. Wm. Cobbett? five dollars out of it and 
remitting the balance in five dollar bank bills as I am lately 
appointed Postmaster here, and shall have occasion to re- 
mit some money—at the end of the quarter to the Postmaster 
General. 

Bank bills being very scarce in this country it is almost im- 
possible to meet with an opportunity of sending Gold or silver 
to your quarter, and to convince Mr. Habersham that North 
Carolina, notwithstanding the old adage, is not wholly tenanted 
by rogues, I wish to be prepared to comply with the Laws of 
Congress, having ten years ago taken the Oath of Allegiance 
to the Government of this Country, which I never did to that 
of G. Britain, and these small bills will be very convenient for 
my purpose.— 

Permit me to acquaint you that I have never fish’d for any 
Post either civil or military since my arrival in America (the 
present commission being sent without my application) Yet 
I assure you whenever General Washington sounds the trumpet 
of War I shall repair to his standard as soon as, any Colonel in 
this quarter who boasts so much of his military prowess. 


1John Lenox was an immigrant settler in the northern part of 
Rockingham County near the fords of the Dan River. Here he 
owned a large plantation, a country store, and was greatly in- 
terested in promoting a “springs resort” on his property. His home 
was known as “Lenox Castle.” Cf. Hoyt, The Papers of Archibald D. 
Murphey, I, 14. Murphey became the owner of Lenox Castle for a 
time. 

*Editor of Porcupine’s Gazette and Deitz Advertizer at Philadel- 
phia, and champion of the Federalist party cause; afterwards to be 
long famous in England as writer and reformer. E. I. Carlyle, 
William Cobbett. 
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Should you ever have occasion to revisit your native soil it 
would ‘afford me infinite pleasure to have the honor of a call 
from you in passing. 

I have built a house 36 by 24 with private room and a piazza 
in front 10 feet wide, close by my store house, for the accom- 
modation of company resorting to the Springs and traveling 
Gentlemen, and fixt a steady man to take care of it. 

I have the honor to be 
Sir 
your very hu. St. 


- J. Lenox. 
Lenox Castle 


19th Augt. 1799. 
P.S. Mr. Taylor has left ye Co.y & taken up his quarters 
I find by Newhbern. 
The Bank note is No. 4773. 
16th Septr. 1796. 
Address : 
The Hon John Steele Esq’ 
Treasury Department 
Philadelphia. 


Endorsed in Steele’s hand: Mr. Lenox 16th of Sept. 1799. 
Answ® as noted below. (Noted below) Answ? 34 Octo, enclos- 
ing $15 and rect of Corbett for five. J.S. 
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B(enjamin) Stoddert to John Steele 


[17992] 

Dr Sir 

I have to pay a sum of money tomorrow—and having to 
send it 20 miles in the Country, must provide it early. I had 
made provision several Days ago, by a sale of bank shares to 
be paid yesterday—the Gentn. could not pay yesterday, & can- 
not pay ’till Tuesday or Wednesday, but must be punctual to 
my engagements, however I may be disappointed. 
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Under these circumstances. I want to sell bank shares—I 
must sell so low as 87 Drs.—I suppose in the course of the whole 
Day tomorrow I could get 388—If Mr. Miller? has not supplied " 
himself, he may have from me in the morning, any number of 
shares, not exceeding 90 at 37. 

Will you be so good as to mention this, & send me his answer. 

I am with much esteem 
DSir yr. most Obed. Servt. 
B. Sropprrt.? 
Sunday Morng. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


John Heard to John Steele 


Wooprince Augt. 21st. 1799 
Sir 
I should have wrote you before but have been waiting for 
rain, for the ground has been so hard it was impossible to give 
him a run, for his feet still keep so tender, I gave him a run 
last Monday after the rain and think he improves but still 
keeps so fat that I can hardly judge what he will be, not with- 
standing, he has had three gentle sweats & I intend to give 
him another to-morrow— 
I am Sir 
with great respect 
your very humble servt. 
Jno. Hearn. 
Mr. John Steele. 
[ Address :] 
John Steele Esgqr., 
Comptroller General 
Trenton. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


1Probably William Miller, Commissioner of Revenue of the United 
States. 
*Benjamin Stoddert, Secretary of the Navy under John Adams. 
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John Steele to Stephen Moylan 


Treasury DreparTMENT 
CoMPTROLLER’s OFFICE 
(Trenton) September 3d; 1799. 
Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 2d instant with an abstract 
of funded 8 p cent Stock issued by you for subscription Certif- 
cates to the loan of five million of Dollars presented to your 
Office, and the particular abstracts corresponding therewith. 

I am Su, 
Very respectfully 
Your Obed‘; Serv': 
Stephen Moylan Esgqr. JNO. STEELE. 
Addressed : 
Comptroller’s Office 
Free Jno. Steele 
Stephen Moylan Esgqr. 
Commissioner of Loans 
Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia. 

Endorsed : 

Letter from Comptr. of Treasy. acknowledg. receipt of the 

Funded 8 p Cent Abstracts 

Dated Trenton 4 Septr. ’pp. 
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John Heard to John Steele 


Woopsrincr September 4, 1799. 

Sor 

T have given Midas a run two miles and he performed very 
well considering his feet being rather tender, he stands his 
sweats an exercise exceeding well, and is anxious to run pulls 
well on the Bitt, the Lott that he is exercised in is small but 
very soft; the field that I give him his runs in is rather hard, 
I am waiting for a rain before I give another trial, his feet 
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has got much better, his limbs looks very fine, he feeds very 
well. Soon as he has had his trial, I will inform you how he, 
performed it— 
I am sir 
with great respect 
your very hum. servt. 
John Steele Esq. Jno. Hearp. 
[ Address :| 
John Steele, Esqr. 
Comptroller General 
Trenton. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 
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John Heard to John Steele 


Woopsripce Sept. 14th. 1799 

Sur 

I have given Midas a trial two mile Heats and he performd. 
very well much better than I expected, for he still continues 
very fat, though I have given him six gentle sweats, He does 
not appear to favor his feet and is full of life I shall given him 
another trial the beginning of next week with his proper wait 
on; The Beaver Pond races commence on Wednesday the 25th. 
the Purse is one hundred & fifty Dollars the first day 3 14 mile 
heats, the second day is 70 dollars 2 14 mile heats.—I cannot 
judge whether he will do to run the first day, until I give him 
another trial— 

I am Sir 
with great respect 
your very humble servt. 
John Steele Esq. Jno. Hearn. 
[ Address :] 
John Steele, Esqr. 
Comptroller General 
Trenton 
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John Heard to John Steele 


Woopsripge Sept 19th. 1799. 
Sir, 

I have given Midas another trial, one single two mile heat, 
with 112 on him he run it in four minutes and fifteen seconds 
the ground was heavy and my stop watch gains several seconds 
in four minutes, he improves on every trial, since I wrote you 
have given him another sweat. He still continues fat, although 
he goes his twenty miles every day appears to be full of life— 
and his limbs keeps fine and feeds well. I think he will do for 
the second day. if the races at Beaver Pond had been one mile 
longer, he might of been tried the first day. I understand that 
there will be seven or eight Horses that will start the first day 
and near as many the second—I am Sir with respect your 
humble servt. 

Jno. Hearn. 

Mr. John Steele. 

[ Address : } 

John Steele, Esqr., 
Comptroller General 
Trenton. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


John Heard to John Steele 


Woopsrincr October Ist 1799 

Sir 

I returned from Long Island Races on Saturday evening, i 
took Midas & Collector along, the next morning after my ar- 
rival there had Midas taken on the course, I observed in his 
gallop he appeared to be very tender in his feet, and as the 
ground was hard I did not think it would be prudent to start 
him, his complaint lays in his Heels, I have cur’d him of the 
running through and do not think he will do to run this season, 

12 


178 Tue Nortsu Carorina HistoricaL ComMIssion 


when his feet was better I tried him with several Horses that 
was supposed to be fast quarter of a mile and he beat them, 
I also tried him with Collector, the Horse that Col. Wade 
Hampton! formerly owned, half a mile and he beat him. I 
have not a doubt of his speed and think it better than his bot- 
tom though that may perhaps be owing to the tenderness of 
his feet, though I cannot judge fairly of his bottom, owing to 
his keeping so fat, since I have got him reduced his feet keeps 
so tender that I have been oblig’d only to give him walking 
exercise, I never took so much pains with any horse of my own 
as I have done with him, his being so very fat and tender in his 
feet it was impossible to give him the exercise that he required, 
though his feet appeared so much better the week before I 
went to Long Island I thought he would do if the ground was 
soft for the second day, The Harlem Races commence next 
Tuesday but do not think his feet will answer, as it is so soon. 
I do not know of any Races in Jersey, I think that the tender- 
ness of your Horses feet is owing to his being fed high and 
kept up without any exercise, if you mean to try him next 
spring, I would advise you to turn him out to grass and not 
feed him so high and use him moderately, I started Collector 
the first day with Polidore and two other good Horses. It was 
supposed by the people in general that if Collector had not 
broke down he would have won easy 
I am Sir 
with the greatest respect 
your humbl. servt. 
John Steele Esq. Jno. Hearn. 
[ Address : ] 
John Steele Esquire 
Comptroller General 
Trenton. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Wade Hampton (1754-1835), of South Carolina, was active in 
pre-Revolutionary movements; served under Marion and Sumter in 
the Revolution, member of Congress 1795-1797, 1803-1805; brigadier- 
general in the war of 1812; reputed the wealthiest planter in the 
United States in 1830, owning 3,000 slaves and a great landed 
estate. He was very fond of the race course, owned many blooded 
horses, and was an expert horseman. 
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John Heard to John Steele 


Woopsripek Oct 7th., 1799. 
Dear Sir 
I received your favor yesterday and should have answered 
it before but wishing to hear from the person that took a fancy 
to Midas, he informs me that he has purchased a Horse. and 
thinks him rather small for that prise, I shall set out for Har- 
lem races to-morrow, and I shall mention to those sporting 
gentlemen that you have a very good Horse to dispose off. I 
have turnd. Midas out to grass for two or three hours every 
day and his feet appears much better. I think you had better 
not send for Midas until I return from Harlem which Will 
be on Friday or Saturday next. I shall write soon as I return— 
I am Dr. Sir your servt. 
Jno. Hearn. 
[ Address :] 
John Steele, Esqr., 
Comptroller General 
Trenton 
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John Heard to John Steele 


Woopsripcr October 16th 1799. 
Dear Sir, 

I received your polite and friendly letter this morning and 
am totally at a loss what to charge you for keeping and train- 
ing Midas, as it is attended with very great expense, I never 
have kept any Horse but my own before, my Boy who has at- 
tended and exercised him I could have got seven shillings a day, 
if I would have let him gone out for training of Horses, and 
his time has been constantly taken up with Midas till within 
ten or twelve days, I have been obliged to give seven shillings 
for corn and four shillings a Bushell for old oats. the expenses 
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of taking Midas to Beaver Pond was three pounds, the ferriage 
was fourteen shillings going and returning, Plysick two shill- 
ings, shoeing eight shillings, I will leave it intirely to yourself* 
to Judge what the keeping is worth, whatever you think is 
reasonable I shall be satisfied. We had poor sport at Beaver 
pond, the first owing to Collectors breaking down, I did not 
time them as the course was not near a mile round. At Harlem 
I was not there the first day owing to the rain, I was informed 
that they run faster the second day than they did the first, I 
timed them the second day. and they run the three miles in 
six minnets and five seconds the first heat and the second heat 
in six minnets and four seconds, the course is sixty yards short 
of a mile round. (2°. day 6 minutes 1614 seconds for 3 mile 
heat.) Collector and small hopes that Col. Wade Hampton 
formerly owned run the four mile heat at Harlem last may 
a year ago with nine stone each in seven minnets & fifty seven 
seconds I measured the course and it was short two hundred and 
forty yards of four miles, which is the shortest time that ever it 
was known to be run over that course Pollydore & Mr. Allens 
mare run the four mile heats in eight minnets & twenty-eight 
second on New Market course at Hempstead plains on Long 
Island, the course is exact four miles and rather heavy that was 
thought great running at that time it was four years ago— 
I am Dr. Sir 
with the greatest respect 
your very humbl. servt. 
Jno. Hearp. 

This was at the rate 

of eight m. 15 sec. for 

a four mile heat. 

John Steele esq. 

[ Address : ] 

John Steele Esquire 
Comptroller General 
Trenton 
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“John Steele to (James Cole) Mountflorence 


Trenton New Jersey 
October 22°, 1799. 
Sir 
I have taken the liberty to forward by General Davie a 
certificate of the amount due from you to the estate of Eliza- 
beth Steele dec’. as it appears upon the records of Warren 
County Court. The judgment was rendered for paper cur- 
rency which now passes at the exchange of ten shillings for a 
Dollar which, with the legal rate of interest since, it will I 
hope, be convenient for you to pay to General Davie and his 
receipt shall be your discharge. As Doctor M°Corkle? and 
myself are about settling our Executorship of that estate it 
will be particularly agreeable to receive this small demand 
which tho’ of long standing is I am sure considered by you 
to be justly due. 
[Joun STEELE | 
Letter to Mountflorance by Gen!. Davie. [Copy] 
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Mazx(well) Chambers to John Steele 


Serine Hirt 5th November 1799. 
Dear Sir 
The Houck’s will not be able to perform their Contract with 
respect to the Bricks for your Chimney, they begun and made a 


4James Cole Mountflorence, a soldier of the Revolution, who 
served under General William R. Davie in the fighting in the upper 
Carolinas during 1780-81. He was for a time Davie’s brigade major, 
and finally attained the rank of lieutenant-colonel. For a time 
after the Revolution he lived in the trans-mountain country, rep- 
resenting Davidson County (now in Tennessee) in the Constitu- 
tional Convention at Fayetteville that ratified the Federal Con- 
stitution. The journal of this convention shows him in close 
harmony of view with his old commander, General Davie. North 
Carolina State Records, XII, 37; XV, 75-76; XIV, 478; and Indez. 

*Doctor Samuel Eusebius McCorkle, husband to Steele’s half- 
sister, Margaret Gillespie, and co-executor with him in the will 
of Elizabeth Maxwell Steele. 
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few thousand, and were all three taken sick, one after an other, 
and have been so ever since July until within a few days, it 
is therefore out of their power to have them made this fall. 
If you wish to have the Chimeys up, at all events, I believe 
I could get as many Brick from Mr. Long as would do with what 
the Houcks have made: But if you would think it better to 
put of the building to the spring, the Houck’s would make the 
quantity that would be wanted. 

Mr. Sharpe is gone to South Carolina I am told; there is 
therefore no expectation of getting him to finish your House, 
I have been Casting about for a good workman ever since I 
heard he was gone, but have not yet heard of any that I should 
like to employ.—Plank will be some what dificult to get. The 
mills in the vicinity of Salisbury are so indifferent and their 
owners such trifling animals, that there is no dependence in any 
engagements they make, and until you have the Scantling they 
agree to deliver you are not shure of it.—Stokes Mill is best 
of any in the neighbourhood. But the dam of it is very lakey, 
and expect it will go the first fresh that comes; and he himself 
is going to the Assembly, so that he would not agree to deliver 
the plank certainly but said he would saw them if he could. 
I However concluded not to depend on him but will try Steele, 
Rickie or Caldwell, and if they can be procured at any of the 
places, I will get the Houcks to haul & kiln dry them. 

I have sent Sherwood Haywood! Esquire 405 Dollars or 
Equal to that sum in paper money, and 96 Dollars by Mr. 
Caldcleugh, which last is to pay for 240 Bushels of Corn I 
had of yours last spring to Still. 

Joseph? did not succeed in his expectations, the reasons he 
will inform you off, on his arrival, perhaps it may be as well 
he did not, but his mother as well as my self were desirous to 
have him near us, but whilst he is under your Care we will 
rest satisfied he will be as well as under our own Care, and I 
hope he will have Gratitude enough to make you a requital if 

*United States Commissioner of Loans for North Carolina and 
brother to State Treasurer John Haywood. 


2Joseph Chambers, son of Maxwell, and for a time clerk in the 
Comptroller’s office. 
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he should ever have it in his power, for the Friendly attention 
You have shown him since he has been with you. 

I wish you could be here before your Chimneys are built. 
Perhaps you would alter your plan as to them. If the building 
was mine I would make two out side Chimneys, it would make 
your parlors much more roomy, and the House as to the out- 
ward appearance would look better to my notion; However 
dont let my opinion operate against your own Inclination; 
for in our free Country every man ought to please himself in 
the Construction of his house. 

I bought a new waggon last Spring for the use of your place 
as they found it very inconvenient to be without one, which 
you may have for what she cost me, as I will now have no 
further use for her as Neddy will give up the place. I gave 
Cap: Jacob Fisher! 80 Dollars for the Naked Waggon, and 
such Waggons will now Sell for a Hundred Dollars.—Edward 
will have a horse or two to spare should you want, he says he 
will let you have them on reasonable terms, this he suggested 
as the plantation will require more than those there at present. 
However you will direct in this as you may think proper, And 
if you should not want the waggon which I will keep until I 
hear from you, I can readily sell her—Mrs. Troy? has wrote 
to her son in Charleston respecting the sale of the Lotts that 
were formerly Williams’s, And she told me had Wrote her for 
answer that he had some thoughts of going to the University 
and if he did he should wish her to se!l the lotts to raise a 
fund for his support and Education, She has promised me 
faithfully to let me have the first refusal if she sells, at all 
events she will not sell until you will be here yourself. I could 
have had them on much better terms when they were sold by 
the Sheriff; but you thought as I did myself that she was a 
Young woman and they might be long incumbered with her 
right of dower, which discouraged me from purchasing. 


1Jacob Fisher often represented Rowan County in the State 
Senate. 

*Mrs. Matthew Troy. Matthew Troy, the younger, graduated at 
the University in the Class of 1803. After graduation he became 
a tutor in the University. Battle, History of the University of 
North Carolina, I, 169, 170, 220. 
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Josey was about to set out the 28th Ulto, for Philadelphia, 
but received your Letter the night before lengthening his furlow, 
and will now stay until monday the 11th Instant, when he will 
proceed on his jour(ney). 

I am Dear Sir, with every sentiment of respect and 
Esteem, your most 

faithful friend & 
Servant Max: CHamBeErs. 
Addressed : 
John Steele Esquire, Comptroller of 
The Treasury of U. States 
Philadelphia. 


Endorsed : 
Maxwell Chambers Esqr. 
Novemr. 5th, 1799 


Mentions two sums of money sent to Mr. Haywood vizt. 


Debts collected $405 
Corn purchased 96 


$501 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


Mazx(well) Chambers to John Steele 


Sprine Hitt 9th January 1800. 

Dear Sir 

Your’s of the 5th Ulto. I receaved. My son Edw. will keep 
your place until He makes an other Crop and had determined 
to do so before he recd. your Letter, he said he heated that yr. 
plantation should get out of repair or the Stock to be squan- 
dered or lossed until you come out your self. 

I received your your Horse Midas he was sent to Docr. Mc- 
Corkle and the Doctr. Sent him down to me the next day after 
he arrived off the journey. Barkly told the Docr that the horse 


Tue STEELE Papers 185 


was in better plight than when he received him, which if true 
the horse must have been badly kept indeed. 

I kept him at this place about ten days untill he had (torn) 
and then sent him down to the plantation with particular di- 
rections to the overseer to have him well fed and got in order 
for covering the ensuing season, and Neddy tells me the Horse 
is much mended, he has every advantage there, a Green lott 
which he had sewed for his Colts, hommany, oats & Chopt rye 
& Cut Straw. 

I saw John Leak at some races in Salisbury during the 
Christmas Holadays and asked him if he would keep the Horse 
the next season & he told me he would, but he being much en- 
gaged having a runing horse himself to Start I had no op- 
portunity of making an agreement with him; but he seemed 
very willing and desirous to have the Horse. Please to send 
me out his pedigree and the Certificate of his performances as 
a runing Horse before the Season commences that it may be 
published in the advertisements. I shall perticularly attend to 
what you say, when I make the agreement with Mr. Leake 
that he shall either be accountable for the Horse’s earnings or 
take notes with security in all cases where necessary. 

I have been over once to see Stokes! since his return from 
the Assembly to see if he would saw the plank wanted, for 
your House, but he hapned not to be at home. But you may 
rest assured I will have it done if it be Possible before Spring.— 
The Howkes, poor unfortunate fellows, I believe are Honest but 
want Capacity to manage a Destillary.—They have lost one or 
Two of their waggon Horses this fall with the yallow water 
they say, but I am afraid Poverty assisted. I shall attend to 
what you have mentioned respecting your Stock of Cattle in 
their Care. 

My son Henry? goes to accept of the appointment you were 
so friendly as to procure him, and I hope both he and his 
Brother will always be Grateful whenever they may have it in 
their power, for the Friendly attention you have shown them, 


1Probably Montfort Stokes, at this date clerk of the State Senate. 

*Henry Chambers went to Philadelphia as a clerk in the Comp- 
troller’s office, his brother Joseph already being there in the 
same capacity. 
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and I myself, feel as I ought, the weight of the obligations you 
have laid me under on their account.—I have directed him to 
look up to you as a Father, and be Guided by you in all mat 
ters both with respect to his Business, his morals and even his 
amusements which you were so good as to promise me you would 
superintend. Henry has always behaved well in every employ- 
ment he has been in yet, and I hope he will Continue so to do. 
But he has now arrived or soon will, at the most Critical period 
of a mans life, when the passions are too powerful for reason, 
but I hope, with your advice and example, and the assistance 
of divine providence he will Steer Clear of any Scandalous or 
Immoral Conduct that might be a Stain on his Character. 

In the latter end of November last I sent $100 Dollars to 
Sherwood Haywood! Esquire which ere this I suppose he has 
informed you off. 

I shall always consider it my duty, not only s(torn) but it 
will give me pleasure to render you any agreeable Services here, 
and am with Gratitude, respect, & Esteem 

Dear Sir, your Friend & Huml. 
Servant 
Max: CHAMBERs. 
John Steele Esquire 
Addressed : 
John Steele Esquire 
Comptr. of The treasury of the United States 
Philadelphia. 
By 
H. Chambers. 
Endorsed : 
Maxwell Chambers Esqr 
Jany. 9th 1800 
Mentions the sending of $100 among other matters of business. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


*United States Commissioner of Loans, with office at Raleigh. 
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(John Steele) to David Anderson 


[18002] 
Sir, 

J take the first oppty. to acknowledge the receipt of yr. favor, 
of the 17th. inst, and to thank you for the polite offer which it 
contained. The terms which you propose are I think liberal 
but it is not convenient for me at present to advance money 
either on loan, or on accot. of the purchase of stock. Among 
my friends here the monied men are chiefly engaged in trade, 
and their capitals are too profitably employed to be withdrawn. 
There is besides a reluctance among them to embark in specu- 
lations which in North Carolina are new, and from circum- 
stances it would seem of uncertain emolument. 

I am Sir &e. 

David Anderson Esgqr. 

Fayetteville. 


Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


From Abraham Hodge* 


New Yorx October 10, 1800. 
D*. Str, 
On my way from N. Carolina to this place, I was much dis- 
appointed in not having the pleasure of seeing you at the City 


4Abraham Hodge, a veteran printer and pioneer newspaper man 
in North Carolina, was born in the colony of New York, 1755, and 
died at Halifax, in the State of North Carolina, August 3, 1805. 
Aided by the grant of the State printing he set up a press at New 
Bern in 1786 and published there the State Gazette of North Caro- 
lina. In 1789 the business was removed to Edenton, the pub-- 
lishers now being Hodge and Willis. In 1793 Hodge began to pub- 
lish in Halifax the North Carolina State Journal. Continuing 
the Halifax paper, Hodge and his nephew, William Boylan, began 
in 1796 to publish in Fayetteville the North Carolina Minerva and 
Fayetteville Advertiser, which they removed to Raleigh in 1799, 
renaming it the North Carolina Minerva and Raleigh Advertiser. 
Hodge, a staunch Federalist, lost the public printing to Joseph 
Gales in 1800, the latter having just established the Republican 
organ, the Raleigh Register, the preceding year. 
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of Washington, you being absent at the time on a visit to N. 
Carolina.— . 

Proposing to return by water in a few days, I take the lib- 
erty of enclosing you a power of attorney from my sister in N. 
Jersey, for the pay &c of her slave, who entered and served 
several months on board the Constitution, Application was 
made for a settlement to the purser at Boston, but he said the 
accounts must be settled at the Navy office—Should any other 
proof or certificate be necessary, I will thank you to write on 
the subject to M™. James Shaw, grocer of this city—or if the 
money is received, that you will transmit the same to him. 

I am sorry to be thus troublesome, but trust your goodness 
will apologize.— 

: Sincerely yours &c 
A. Hopes. 
[ Postscript | 


Next week the election in N. Jersey is held—The public 
mind is greatly agitated—The character of the candidates is 
sunk in the single question—whether friendly to Adams or Jef- 
ferson. Both parties seem to be confident of success—I hope 
for the best—but have my fears—The friends of M*. Jefferson 
act with most spirit and unanimity and are using every pos- 
sible means.— 

I send you two late pamphlets—“Serious Considerations” 
is said to be wrote by Rev. M*. Linn—the other is whispered to 
be wrote by the Rev. M". Mason.—Another pamphlet? I am told 
is in the press by Gen!. Hamilton——stating his reasons for dis- 
agreeing with our administration in the propriety of the com- 
mission to France, &c. &e—I shall leave directions with the 
Printer to forward you one as soon as published—Should it not 
be before I leave this.— 

John Steele, Esq 

Comptroller 
Washington, Columbia. 


‘Letter from Alexander Hamilton, concerning the public conduct 
and character of John Adams, Esq., President of the United States. 
There were five editions of this pamphlet in 1800. It widened the 
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[Endorsed] 
The money alluded to in this letter $76.24 I remitted to 
Mr’. Shaw the 10. Jan"’. 1801 In a Treasury Draft 
J°. STEELE. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Coliections N. C. Historical Society. 


John Steele to Andrew Bell 


Treasury Department, 
ComptTroturrs OFFICE 
11 October 1800. 
Sur. 
Your accompts of the customs for the third quarter of this 
year, accompanied by your letter of the 1: Instant, are received. 
I am, 
Sir, 
Very respectfully, 
Your ob. Servt. 
Jno. STEELE. 


Andrew Bell, Esq. 


Addressed : Comptroller’s Office 
Andrew Bell, Esq. Collr. Jno. Steele. 
Perth Amboy, 
New Jersey. 
Endorsed : 


Treasury Comptrollers Office 

11th Oct. 1800 
Acknowledging Receipt of 
Accounts for 3d Quarter of 
the year 1800. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


breach in the Federalist party and contributed much to its over- 
throw in the election of that year. 
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William Polk! to John Steele 


Ratzien Nov. 28th. 1800. 

My dear Sir 

I am now to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
24th ultimo, & could not before give you any satisfactory in- 
formation relative to the votes for the members to compose the 
Electoral Assembly—The decision has been made from the 
twelve Divisions four Federal Members are only elected.? That 
of Salisbury® is one, contrary to my late expectations, for such 
was the information my friends gave me of the prospect that 
I was induced to believe all was lost. To your request of at- 
tending the Mecklenburg election, I would have cheerfully com- 
plyed with, but previous engagements such as I was bound to 
comply with put it wholly out of my power—What influence 
I had in that county & Cabarrus was exercised by letters & I 
am informed they had good effect. The General Assembly have 
commenced their annual Session, with a higher tone of Jacobin- 
ism than has ever heretofore appeared—The party strength 
was first tried in the choice of Speakers to the two Houses when 
the members appeared nearly as two to one in favor of the 
Democratic party in the persons of Josiah Riddick? & Stephen 


‘Lieutenant-Colonel William Polk (1758-1834), of Mecklenburg, 
fought with Washington at Trenton and Brandywine and win- 
tered with the army at Valley Forge 1777-1778. In 1780 he com- 
manded in South Carolina under Sumter and fought at Eutaw 
Springs and Camden. He was often in the Legislature after the 
Revolution. After North Carolina entered the Federal Union he 
was named Supervisor of the Federal Revenue for North Carolina 
and served until the Republican Administration of Thomas Jeffer- 
son displaced him. Polk became president of the State Bank in 
1811 and served to 1819. For sketch of Polk see M. Del. Haywood 
in Ashe, ed. Biog. Hist. of N. C., II, 361-368. 

7In the presidential election of 1796 John Adams had received 
only one of the State’s twelve electoral votes, the eleven going to 
Thomas Jefferson. In the election of 1800 Adams and CG. C. Pinck- 
ney secured four, eight going to Jefferson and Burr. 

°The district represen'ted by Steele in the First and Second Con- 
gresses. 

4Joseph Riddick, of Gates County, thirty-three times member of 
the State Assembly (Commons and Senate) between 1781 and 
1817, and eleven times Speaker of the Senate. 
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Cabarrus!’ Esqs. elected in opposition to Genl. Carney? & Col. 
Jno. Moore® of Lincoln County. Flushed with success & power 
they this day brought on the ballot for State printer, when the 
man Gale* was elected by a majority of 24 votes over Hodge & 
Boylan®; and this evening the cry is down with every Federal 
officer in the gift of the Assembly—I fear much for Governor 
William’s® election, the opposition want nothing but a fit char- 
acter to set up to carry their point. 

Spraight*, Stone’, Matthew Lock®, & one or two other of 
the same sort are spoken of as Senator; & I am well assured 


14Stephen Cabarrus, of Chowan, four times member of the Com- 
mons for the borough of Edenton and twelve times for the county 
between 1784 and 1805, and six times Speaker. See Haywood’s 
sketch of Cabarrus in Ashe, ed. Biog. Hist. of N. C., II, 47-50. 

Stephen W. Carney, of Halifax, State Senator 1796-1802. 

*See note below. 

4Joseph Gales, editor of the Raleigh Register, had begun the pub- 
lication of his paper in Raleigh in 1799 as the Republican party 
organ in the State. The few papers in the State up to this date were 
either Federalist, or nonpartisan. Macon and other of the Re- 
publican leaders had induced Gales, already a veteran newspaper 
man in England, and in Philadelphia, to make the move. The ag- 
gressiveness and ability of the editor soon made his paper the 
leading journal in the State and greatly strengthened the domi- 
nance of the party whose cause he supported. 

‘Abraham Hodge, a staunch Federalist, had enjoyed the public 
printing since 1786, doing the work in connection with newspaper 
enterprises, first at New Bern, then at Edenton, Halifax and Fay- 
etteville. In 1796 Hodge and his nephew, William Boylan, began 
to publish in Fayetteville the North Carolina Minerva and Fay- 
etteville Advertiser. In 1799 they removed this paper to Raleigh 
where it continued as the North Carolina Minernwa and Raleigh Ad- 
vertiser. In November, 1800, the Assembly, now Republican, de- 
prived Hodge of the public printing, conferring it upon Gales. The 
Federalists in the State fiercely resented this action as an “abuse 
of patronage” by the dominant party. 

®Benjamin Williams (1752-1814), of Moore County, was a Rev- 
olutionary patriot and fought in the battle of Guilford Court House, 
March 15, 1781, gaining the rank of colonel for his gallant conduct. 
He had been a member of the Third Congress (1793-1795), and in 
1799 had been elected Governor. He was as nearly nonpartisan 
at that date as perhaps any man in the State and to this fact he 
seems to have owed his reélection in 1800, and again in 1801, thus 
serving the constitutional limit of three consecutive terms. After 
1800, however, he was ranked as a Republican in politics. In 
1808 he served a fourth term as Governor. 

"Richard Dobbs Spaight. 

8David Stone (1770-1818), of Bertie, member of Congress 1799- 
1801; United States Senator 1801-1807 and again in 1813 (resigned) ; 
Governor two terms, 1808-1810. See Haywood’s sketch of Stone in 
Ashe, ed. Biog. Hist. of N. C., IV, 422-430. 

*"Mathew Locke (1730-1801), of Rowan, had been prominent in 
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that there is no Federal man in the State, however dignified & 
respectable, that could stand the least chance of being elected. 
Their hostility towards federal men & measures is not all; but 
it is also about to be exercised against the education of the 
youth of the Country, by contracting the funds already be- 
stowed on the University. God only knows where their demo- 
niac rage will hurry them to—There are among the members 
composing the Legislature several very respectable characters; 
but speaking of them as a Body, I will venture to assert that 
there never was so much ignorance collected in a Legislative 
capacity since the days when Laws were enacted prohibiting 
the frying of Pancakes on Sundays. 

You may expect to hear from me during the Session. 

I am with very great respect 

: and esteem Dear Genl 
your most obt servant 
Witt Potrk. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Wiliam Polk to John Steele 


Raxzieu Dec 5th 1800 
12 o’clock at night. 

Dear Str 

The twelve electors met this day at 4 o’clock in the Senate 
Chamber and after choosing Judge Macay! as their Chairman 
proceeded to give in their ballots without any dissention what- 
ever. The scrawls being drawn the votes were found to be as 
follows Thomas Jefferson 8 Aaron Burr 8. John Adams 4 & 


the affairs of North Carolina during her transition from colony 
to State. He was an active participant in the Regulator trouble of 
1769-71. In 1775 he become a member of the Third Provincial Con- 
gress of North Carolina and was likewise a member of the Fourth 
and Fifth. In the last he assisted at the construction of our first 
State Constitution in 1776. Locke was a member of Congress from 
1793 to 1799. He ranked as a warm Republican. In the election of 
1800 he lost his district (“Salisbury District’) to a Federalist, 
Archibald Henderson. 

14Spruce McCoy, of Rowan, a member of the Superior Court bench 
from 1782 to 1808, the date of his death. He was Federalist in 
politics, and one of the most useful citizens of the State during 
his years of service. 
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Charles ©. Pinckny 4—Judge Washington! who is now at this 
place did on the 3d. instant receive a letter from W Henry 
Dessasure”, Esq. wherein he states that the vote of South Caro- 
lina is likely to be a Democratic one—a majority of 15 are in 
favor of the opposition party not taking into calculation 16 
persons whose sentiments are doubtful & concludes by observing 
that there is almost a certainty of there being a Republican 
ticket so far as to Mr. Jefferson; but that it is more than prob- 
able that Genl Pinckney will have the whole eight votes with 
Mr. Jefferson.? I cannot give you anything pleasant from our 
Legislature they go on conquering & to conquer when every 
Federal & Democratic principle comes into competition 

We have just heard of the resignation of Mr. Wolcott;* I 
hope in God that this example may not be followed by the rest 
of the Heads of the Departments; but that they will continue 
at their posts untill justice to themselves & their own honor 
will prompt a resignation from serving under the Administra- 
tion of a Man who if rely to be elected must view them with 
jealousy & a bar to his views & that of his party. 

I am with sincere 
respect Dr. Sir 
your most 
[ Endorsed : ] Ob Ser 
Private Witt Pork. 
John Steele, Esq. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


+Bushrod Washington (17621829), nephew of George Washington, 
appointed a judge of the United States Supreme Court by President 
John Adams in 1798. 

*Henry W. DeSaussure (1763-1839), of Charleston, S. C. He was 
appointed by President Washington in 1795 as director of the 
United States Mint at Philadelphia and made the first gold coins 
issued by the government (744 half eagles). After four months’ 
service he retired to practice law; was mayor of Charleston 1797-98, 
and Chancellor of the State from 1808 to 1838. 

“In the presidential election of 1800 Thomas Jefferson and Aaron 
Burr, Republicans, received each 73 votes of the Electoral College; 
John Adams and Charles C. Pinckney, Federalists, received 65 
and 64 respectively; and John Jay, Federalist, 1. There being a tie 
vote for Jefferson and Burr, the choice devolved upon House of 
Representatives. Jefferson received the votes of ten states and 
became President, Burr received the votes of four states and be- 
came Vice-President. 

4Oliver Wolcott, Jr., Secretary of the United States Treasury 
since 1795, resigned November 8, 1800. 

13 
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John Haywood to John Steele a 


RareicH Decem 9th, 1800. 
My dear Sir, 

I have been indisposed and my Eyes much affected, and am 
on that account unable to write you the Letter I intended by 
this Post :—I send this however because I would not omit writ- 
ing to you, and to tell you that although I have not been able 
to write, I have thought much on the matter you stated to me, 
and that it is still my full and decided opinion, that you ought 
not to refuse the appointment offered? to you, on the ground 
heretofore stated by you, nor on any other ground that I have 
knowledge of, or am capable of comprehending.—I think you 
ought, in justice to yourself, to your family & to your friends 
& particularly as a duty to your Country, to accept the ap- 
pointment without hesitation and without regard to possible 
consequences, whenever it shall be offered to you.—I hope on 
reflection that you too will be of this opinion :—I said I would 
give you the reasons which, in my belief, ought to rule to this 
Conduct :—by the next Post I will do so—at present my Eyes 
distract my imagination by the pain they occasion me:—I 
think I am not mistaken, and if my Judgement does not greatly 
deceive me, in my belief it would be right, and I should at this 


4John Haywood, of Edgecombe, born 1755; died 1827, was Treas- 
urer of North Carolina from 1787 to 1827. In 1820 some suspicion 
developed of his management, but an investigation by a commit'tee 
of the Legislature exonerated him. Upon his death in office, 1827, a 
second legislative committee examined the accounts and disclosed 
a shortage of $69,377.34. His private property, except the widow’s 
dower right, was surrendered, but this ultimately proved to lack 
$17,740 of making up the loss to the State. During Haywood’s life 
he was universally regarded as a man of the utmost probity, and 
after his death disclosed the shortage many people continued to 
believe the charge as a calumny of his enemies. See The Federal 
Period by W. K. Boyd, in History of North Carolina, Vol. II, p. 113, 
and for an extended sketch of Haywood, Ashe, Biog. Hist. of N. C., 
Vol. VI, pp. 289-296. 

"Upon Oliver Wolcott’s resignation as Secretary of the United 
States Treasury John Steele confidently expected a tender of the 
office by President John Adams. In anticipation of such a tender 
he consulted his friends as to acceptance in view of the nearness 
of the close of the Adams administration and the probabilities of a 
Republican successor. It does not appear that Adams formally 
tendered the office to Steele, and on December 30, 1800, he named 
Samuel Dexter. 
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moment rejoice to know, that you were Secy. of the Treasury 
and not Comptroller—I have always wished you at the head 
of the department, not only because it is more honorable, but 
because likewise it is more lucrative; and because withal, it 
is an appointment dignified and respectable in its nature, and 
one which I know you would do credit to. 

In my last, I informed you we had no knowledge of the vote 
for Electors in So. Carolina:—this morning Gales printed the 
paper of which I send you a part.—if the matter has so turned 
out, I believe it was not looked for nor expected by any one 
in this quarter. 

Our Assembly have ballotted three or four times fox two 
Judges-—Johnston,! Slade? of Edenton and Hall? of Warren 
have most votes, but none of them are yet elected—Purviance* 
and Wallace Alexander (I believe it is) have the next highest 
polls.—unless perhaps Mr. Woods has one as high or nearly 
so.— 

I do not think I ever saw in our State an Assembly in which 
there were so few men of talents or of business.—Nothing ma- 
terial that I hear of has taken place in either House—the Bill 
repealing the Act Endowing the University with the Escheated 
Estates” has been twice read, and has caused some debate and 
much animosity. 

Adieu, my ane: and believe me ever much & truly yours 

Joun Haywoop. 


General Steele. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


1Ax-Governor Samuel Johnston, despite his strong Federalist prin- 
ciples, was recognized by this rampant Republican Assembly as 
the fittest choice it could make and in consequence he received one 
of the judgeships, serving, until 1803. 

“William Slade represented the borough of Edenton in the Com- 
mons 1800, 1805, and 1806. 

*John Hall, of Warrenton. He received the other judgeship in 
this election and served the bench of the Superior Court 1800-1818, 
and the Supreme Court bench 1818-1832. 

‘Samuel D. Purviance, of Cumberland, a member of the Com- 
mons 1798, 1799, and of the Senate in 1801. He defeated Willlam 
Barry Grove, Federalist, for Congress in 1803 and served through 
the Eighth Congress. 

‘The act for raising a fund for erecting the buildings and for 
the support of the University of North Carolina was passed in 
1789, just after the charter was granted. It endowed the unborn 
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Anthony Newnan to John Steele 
Sir. Sattspury 15 Decr. 1800 


I had the honor of receiving your letter of the 22 Ulto. in 
due time signifying the President’s pleasure in appointing my 
Son Montgomery! a Midshipman in the Navy. 

The repeated favors obtained by your Interest for my Family 
demand my warmest acknowledgements. Gomery seems well 
pleased with his Commission, and intends to obey the orders 
he may receive from the Navy office as soon as his health will 
admit. He has had frequent relapses of his Ague for some 
weeks past and tho he is now mended yet his strength is not 
restored so well as to enable him to perform a Journey at this 
Season, I wish his orders may be postponed for a Month 
longer. on this Account I omited answering your letter by the 
first return of the Post, nor did I think proper to date his 
acceptance before this time or before he seemed in some degree 
restored to health. enclos’d I send his letter of acceptance to 
the Secretary of the Navy, the date of which you will please 
to alter to a later day if you think proper; be pleased to Seal 
it and send it by Mr. Chambers? to the Navy Office. 

I am Sir, with great esteem & respect your much obliged and 
very Hble. Servt. 

Gen. Steele. AntHony Newnan. 

Addressed : 

Honorable John Steele Esqr. 
Comptroller of the Treasury of the United States 
City of Washington. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


institution with all arrearages due the State up to January 1, 
1783, and with all property that had hitherto, or should thereafter, 
escheat to the State. The act was repealed in 1800 after a strenu- 
ous opposition by the friends of the University, mainly Federalist 
in politics; but an act of 1805 restored this last source of income 
and for many years it remained of most considerable importance 
to the institution. See K. P. Battle, History of the University of 
North Carolina, I, Chap. 2. 

1Montgomery Newnan, midshipman, 21 November, 1800.  Dis- 
charged 12 May, 1801, under Peace Establishment Act. Navy Reg- 
ister of the United States, Callahan H. W. ed. This son of Anthony 
Newnan also fought in the war of 1812 as second lieutenant in a 
Georgia regiment. 

Joseph Chambers, clerk in the Comptroller’s office. 
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John Haywood to John Steele 


Ratetcu, Decem. 16th 1800 
My dear Sir; 

Through fever, sore throat and inflamed and sore Eyes, I 
have been for some days past well nigh confined to my room, 
and rendered altogether unable to write: I am now better and 
should soon again become well, were I not compelled to use 
my eyes too much and too frequently in the business I am 
forced by our importunate Lawgivers:—Our Assembly Men 
give a Ball to night; they are dancing, and drinking :—this 
affords me a short respite & I will employ the time, although 
the Candles pain my eyes and may possible in some degree 
add to their inflamation, in writing to you. 

In the two last Letters I wrote you, I said it was my opinion, 
that the peculiar situation of affairs at present, and the difficul- 
ties you stated with respect to a certain matter, ought not to 
have the weight and influence you appeared disposed to allow 
them :—I am still of the same opinion. 

Abstracted from every consideration of my personal friend- 
ship and affection for you; as a North Carolinian and Native 
of the same State with yourself, I am ready to acknowledge 
that I should feel a degree of gratification and pride at seeing 
you promoted :—a wish to be gratified in this particular may 
possibly bias my judgment; I think however I am not wrong.— 
I have always been dissatisfied with your present appointment, 
however dignified and honorable; because I neither thought it 
equal to your deserts, nor a proper field for the display of those 
talents & mental endowments which I knew you possessed: I 
was pleased however when you accepted it not doubting but 
that it would lead to other and better things: it has done so, and 
the appointment now offered to you is completely gratifying 
and satisfactory to me; inasmuch as I consider it among the 
most distinguished and dignified in the gift of the Government : 
—I could wish most fervently and religiously that there were 
at this time neither difficulty nor drawback with respect to it, 
and I fondly persuade myself that there is none: I hope and 
trust in God that it will prove so in the end! 
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Your present appointment is neither so profitable nor so 
desirable, in any point of view, as the one you may have; nor 
is it so highly thought of by the world: I take it, therefore, that 
the influence and consequence in the Government, which I 
have heard with joy and with pride allowed you by all, have 
in but a very small degree grown out of the office you fill: 
I attribute them well nigh exclusively to the general and 
political information and talents which all agree in allowing 
you.—If I am correct in my ideas on this head, and I think I 
am, it will follow of course that those energies of mind and of 
body which have hitherto enabled you to acquire that degree 
of influence in the Government which you are acknowledged to 
possess; can but become far more influential & enable you to 
render yet greater services to your Country, your friends and 
yourself, “when you shall be placed in a situation second only 
in rank in the United States and one which, when properly 
filled, cannot fail from its grade and importance to command 
the attention and court of all; and to afford likewise an hand- 
some and highly interesting field for the display of those talents 
and acquirements which your friends and acquaintance accord 
in allowing you. 

We will suppose that Mr. Adams is to go out of office, and 
that Mr. Jefferson or Mr. Burr is to succed him: I know, it is 
true, nothing of either of those gentlemen, but I should feel 
not only pain but mortification, as a Citizen of the United 
States, were I to suppose for one moment, that we are ever to 
have a President capable of acting on a scale so narrow and 
illiberal as to be led to discharge and oust from office a meri- 
torious and informed Officer merely because he may chance to 
have been opposed to his election; or may hold political opin- 
ions differing from his own: this I think can never happen, 
inasmuch as it would be a Conduct which every liberal and 
enlightened mind must unceasingly condemn, and which every 
man who respected himself must spurn and shudder at.— 
You are the best judge no doubt by far, as you are acquainted 
with the men: for my own part however, such a conduct would 
appear to me so abhorrent from every principle of liberality, 
gentlemanliness or cleverness that I cannot for a moment look 
forward to it, nor in any wise anticipate it, let the President 
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be whom he may.—As Secretary of the Treasury, you would, it 
is true, be of higher grade, and more immediately of the 
President’s constitutional advisers than at present; and of 
course, if you were not respected by him nor agreeable to him, 
you might on that account be more unpleasant & even obnoxious 
to him:—from out of this cause must grow the only motive 
which could lead a President sooner to deprive you of office 
as Secretary than as Comptroller of the Treasury: taking it 
for granted, therefore that be the President whom he may, 
he will respect your Character and wish to avail himself of 
your talents and of your information; and taking into view like- 
wise, that he would if vindictive and of a cast illy suited 
to the dignified appointment to which he is called, as soon 
drive you from office as Comptroller as he would were you 
Secretary of the Treasury, I have no hesitation in saying, 
that I would prefer being ousted as Secretary, to the being 
ousted as Comptroller of the Treasury: because all men would 
join in condemning such an act and in blackening it, in 
proportion to the grade and Standing in life of the party 
towards whom it had been exercised:—I would therefore and 
for many other considerations which will readily occur to 
you, prefer being hurled from the Summit of Governmental 
preferment, to the being driven from an intermediate post.— 
This much I have written, admitting the possibility of our 
having an improper Character for President; and will now 
examine the obligation you may be under to decline this pre- 
ferment on the principle stated in your Letter & abstractly from 
the possibility of removal from office:— In a Government like 
ours, however much it may be wished, it is not to be expected, 
that our Presidents will all be of the same cast, or hold the lke 
political tenets: if therefore a President is to have of his 
Ministry or Counsellors only such as shall accord with him in 
opinion; it will become necessary well nigh on every change of 
President, which possibly may happen in each four years to 
come, to displace all the officers of Government though skilled 
& learned in their several stations, and to put others in their 
places who may differ as widely from them in the conducting 
and management of the offices, as in political opinion :—how 
distressing and injurious to the Country would be the conse- 
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quences resulting from such a Conduct!—Suppose all the 
Counsellors of a President of the same political cast and taking 
precisely the same view of Governmental affairs; where then 
would be that collision of opinion and of sentiment which in 
doubtful cases would point & lead to safety and to truth ?— 
I take it, a succeeding President is entitled to no consideration 
whatever in the appointments made or about to be made by 
his Predecessor :—when he comes into office if he finds the 
Departments properly filled, he ought to rejoice at it:—if he 
finds any one of them inadequately supported or improperly 
filled, either with reference to character or the duties enjoined 
or expected by the Country; then, and in such case, it undoubt- 
edly becomes his duty to interfere and to remedy the deficiency 
by another and a more judicious selection: but except in such 
case only, I hold he has no right to complain or to be dissatis- 
fied, even though some of his officers should be of but one days 
standing :—I am clearly of opinion, you suffer yourself to be 
too far influenced by the principle of delicacy you state: as a 
proof of this, I am free to say, that for my own part, I would 
as soon and as willingly accept from Mr. Adams, on the last 
day of his administration, any appointment he might think 
proper to confer on me, of which I believed myself worthy, and 
to which the world or those who knew me considered me equal, 
as at any period of his administration.—My advice to you, my 
friend, is to become Secretary of the Treasury as soon as you 
‘can obtain the appointment without consideration of any 
person whatever :—your friends look forward to your obtaining 
the appointment, and all who know you will agree in the 
opinion that you merit it:—Be assured Mr. Jefferson or whom 
may be our next President, I have no doubt but your Character 
and your information will ensure to you his respect and his 
regard :—As Secretary of the Treasury, you could render to 
your Country and to your friends the most essential and im- 
portant services and I know you would do credit to yourself 
and dignify the appointment :—I cannot think we shall have a 
President who would not gladly avail himself & the Govern- 
ment of your services :—should it however unhappily turn out 
otherwise, as I before said, I would prefer being ousted as 
Secretary to the being driven from office as Compt*.; and it is 
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a belief with me, that you cannot consistently, nor in justice 
yourself, continue to hold your present office, if another should 
be appointed over you—I would therefore leave nothing to 
chance, but would at once accept the appointment offered now, 
rather than risque the being driven from office by being over- 
looked here after & by a succeeding President, in case Mr. 
Adams is not elected—Thus, my friend, I have given to you 
my best advice and opinion: they may be formed in error :— 
Should reflection lead me to think so, I will at once inform you 
of it—All your friends and many who may not be so, look 
forward to your promotion: should it be declined now, and not 
take place hereafter, you know it would at once be conceived 
by those who knew nothing of the matter, and who would be 
the greater number, that you were mortified and disappointed. 
—in any view of the business, J am clear you ought to accept 
it;—your Country, your friends and your family have all 
claims that require your doing so; and in my opinion you owe it 
to yourself likewise; you cannot, I think, as I before said, hold 
your present appt. and suffer the one about to become vacant to 
be filled by another :—according to the rule which has: hereto- 
fore seemed to prevail, you are entitled to preferment of course, 
even if you had no other claims:—the giving the appointment 
therefore to another would be thought to imply a neglect & 
slight, which all would look forward to your resenting by a 
Resignation.—Many as you foresee would possibly rejoice at 
that event, but no one who is in truth a lover of the Country.— 
adieu, my friend, my Candles, as well as my Eyes, fail me. 
Joun Haywoop 
Johnston and Hall are Judges— 
The escheat Law or act endowing the University is repealed. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


202 Tue Nortu Carorina HistortcaL ComMIssIon 


= 


John Haywood to John Steele N 


RareicH Decem 26th 1800 
My dear Friend, 

In the course of the sitting of our Assembly & since the re- 
ceipt of your favor of the 23 Ulto., I have written you two or 
three letters: the dates of them I do not recollect; but the last 
was a long one, and was stated to be written at night, and 
whilst the members of the Assembly were employed in making 
merry at a Ball they gave here:—I hope those Letters reached 
you; not merely because of their purport, but because they went 
to shew & demonstrate a truth, which I feel will be always self 
evident in my Conduct; namely, that nothing can be indifferent 
to me which interests you; or which in any wise concerns your 
political Standing in life; or that preferment and official pro- 
motion to which I have fondly believed you called—I hope & 
trust that by the time this reaches you, my wishes in this regard 
will be realized; and have to ask, that you will do me the favor 
to say so as soon as 7 shall happen. 

This is the eighth day since I have suffered under a pies 
attack—an encrease of the fever and other Symptoms attending 
it alarmed me much in the course of the last night :—My 
Throat was greatly affected and my speech well nigh destroyed 
through hoarseness :—I feel better this afternoon; can speak 
with less difficulty; have less fever; and am upon the whole, as 
well as I have been since the commencement of the attack :—had 
I been bled in the beginning, I should have suffered less :— 
I would have bled last night but feared my complaint was of too 
long standing to authorize the measure.—My Eyes have become 
better; and if I can by any means bear up against the effect 
of the cold and fever through which I have been of late so hard 
pressed, I shall I trust soon be again well and out of doors or 
abroad. 

Since my illness and consequent confinement, I have been less. 
distressed than when the members of our Assembly were here; 
and have employed many of my hours as well by day as by 
night, in turning over the Subject in my mind and in thinking 
of the matter, concerning which you were pleased to ask my 


Tue STEELE Papers 203 


opiniow and advice:—I have also conversed with my Brother 
on the Subject under the restraints you enjoined :—and after 
all the result is as I before stated to you, namely, that it is my 
wish and hope, in every view of the subject which I am capable 
of taking, that you should and do accept the appointment of 
SER gees at the end of the year, and as soon as it shall 
be offered to you.—the reasoning on which I found this opinion 
is partly detailed in my long letter mentioned above: much 
more I think might be added, but in the present deranged state 
of my mind through fever, pain and head ach, it would perhaps 
be wrong in me to attempt it. 

Although my sentiments and opinions in respect to this sub- 
ject, were truly and candidly detailed to you in my letter above 
mentioned; yet I beg you will not think it an evidence of my 
vanity, when I ask of you, which I truly do in the most 
pressing and affectionate manner, not to suffer them to have 
one atom of weight or influence in your determination which 
shall not be fully supported and seconded by your own delib- 
erate opinions and reflections and by the opinions and advice 
of others of your friends:—This request I make because from 
experience, in my own immediate affairs, I have been more than 
once convinced of the injudiciousness of relying on those 
opinions and prejudices I have taken up and formed under the 
influence of any of the angry or disappointed passions :—I need 
not add I felt disappointed and distressed and that my resent- 
ment and passions were roused at such a state of things as you 
point out :—I should be unworthy of the confidence you repose 
in me, and little indeed entitled to that portion of attention with 
which you have long been pleased to particularly to distinguish 
& favor me: if I could view without feeling, and that in the 
most poignant and sensible degree, the situation of my friend 
thus unpleasantly cireumstanced & surrounded by difficulties :— 
feeling on this occasion as I did and as I do, my passions may 
have warped my judgment, as in the cases of my own to which 
I alluded:—I therefore again entreat you, not to pay more 
deference or respect to the opinions I have given, than on 
mature reflection, you shall be fully satisfied they deserve.— 
four years may bring about another change: possibly you owe 
it to your family to hold on [to] what you have, untill that 
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period :—some think you do as you are not rich.—for my own 
part I cannot persuade myself that such cautious conduct is 
necessary, nay I cannot suffer myself to think for one moment 
that you ever will be removed from any appointment be at the 
head of affairs who may, I am confident your talents and yr. 
information will command their respect and confidence. 
Yrs. truly 
J. Haywoop. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Albert Gallatin to John Steele 


[18012] 

Dear Sir 

Be good enough to examine M*. Swann’s' report of Mr. 
George’s business and to have the account compared with the 
last quarterly account rendered. 

If I understand this rightly, he has applied the public money 
to his private use. Who are his securities ? 

Yours sincerely 
Thursday afternoon.” ALBERT GALLATIN 


M’. Steele 
A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


From Albert Gallatin 


[1801 2] 
Dear Sir 
I enclose Comb’s petition. How is it to be transmitted to 
Baltimore? The Dist. Att". should be instructed to concede 


1Probably Caleb Swan, of Massachusetts, Paymaster General of 
the United States Army, May 8, 1792-July 1, 1808. Powell, Army 
Register, 40, 45. 

This letter is without date, but falls between Gallatin’s accession 
to the Treasury Department as Secretary, 1801, and Steele’s re- 
tirement from the Comptrollership, September 30, 1802. 
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the facts stated therein so that the judge may certify them. 
But is it proper that it should be presented by the Dist. att. 
himself. 
Yours 
ALBERT GALLATIN 


M’. Steele. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


A. C. Thomas! to John Steele 


Saturday 
1 OClock 
[1801 2] 
D*, Sir 

I have not had a moment to attend to the subject of your 
note until the present. 

Newnan? is dismissed—he will be allowed the 4 mo. 
extra pay. 

In consequence of the Letter I wrote to the Secretary he has 
written a private Letter to Cap. Murray®, recommending that 
he might be let off as easy as possible, that is, not as if he were 
dismissed for bad conduct, but rather that as there were yet 
more than the number of Mid*. authorized to be retained by 
law it had become a matter of expediency 

Yours truly 
Gen Steele A. C. THomas. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


1Abishai Thomas, principal clerk of the Navy Department dur- 
ing the administration of the department by Benjamin Stoddart, 
1798-1801. 

Probably Montgomery Newnan, midshipman, 21 November, 1800. 
Discharged 12 May, 1801, under Peace Establishment Act. Callahan, 
E. W., General Navy Register, 404. 

*Probably Alexander Murray, captain, July 1, 1798. Died 6 Oc- 
tober, 1821. Navy Register, 399 
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Samuel Dexter: to John Steele 


Mr. Dexter requests the honor of Mr. Steele’s company to” 
dine on Saturday next at six o’clock. 
Tuesday 20. Jan. 1801 
An answer is requested. 


To Samuel Dexter 


Mr. Steele thanks Mr Dexter for his polite invitation of this 
morning, and regrets circumstances oblige him to decline the 
honor of waiting upon him at the time appointed. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 
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John Haywood to John Steele 


RatetcH March 1st. 1801— 

My dear Sir: d 

It is now long since I had the pleasure to hear from you, 
and it is yet much longer since I had the happiness to receive 
a line from you:—before this reaches you, Congress will have 
adjourned; and you will probably thereupon be left more at 
leisure than you have been since the Commencement of their 
present Session.—Since I had the pleasure of receiving the 
letter you did me the favor to write in Novem or Decem. last, 
many unlooked for things have taken place among the Officers 
of our Government.—I have read in the papers of the nomina- 
tions and appointments, with surprize and astonishment, and 
have not been able to divine or conjecture how these things 
have come to pass :—the object of this Note is to offer to you my 
affectionate regards and best wishes, and to request that you 
will be so good, at some hour of leisure as to favor me with a 
line, letting me know, as far as you may think proper to do so, 
whence it was and from what strange and unlooked for occur- 
ences it happened, that the Departments have been filled in the 

*Samuel Dexter, formerly Secretary of War, and now Secretary 


of the Treasury during the’ last two months of Adams’s administra- 
tion. 
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manner set forth in the papers.—I have no personal knowledge 
of the characters called to office, and therefore have no reason 
to suppose other than that they are entirely worthy and de- 
serving:—I am however mortified and disappointed by the 
issue of a part of this business and therefore it is that I am 
anxious to learn the reasons or causes which led to it. 

I wrote you three or four letters in answer to one you did me 
the favor to send me in time of our Assembly, and hope they 
all reached you in safety :—reflection has since led me to believe, 
that I was perhaps in error and took a mistaken ground in the 
opinions I had in them: Suffer me therefore to request, that 
you will pass them over, without attaching any particular 
weight or respect to them; and that you will ascribe that which 
may be erroneous or illy judged in them to the undue bias of my 
zeal in the cause you were pleased to state to me :—I wished the 
event exceedingly, and, after the receipt of your Letter, counted 
on it confidently :—under such impressions I could not admit 
the idea of disappointment, from any cause whatever, without 
feeling indignant and resentful especially as I considered the 
ee eee in some sort of matter of right according to 
the usage which had prevailed and knew it to have been well 
earned and deserved:—I was more than solicitous too for the 
rank and standing of my friend; and withal, ever solicitous for 
that which in this instance, I deemed in a great degree the 
right of my native state.— 

If I was in error in the opinions I gave, and I now begin to 
think I was, you can readily conceive from whence that error 
arose: out of my friendship, out of my zeal, and out of my 
wishes withal, that the same influence and consequence which 
had already more than once distinguished our state, by promot- 
ing its Citizens and calling them to office, might be continued 
and rendered yet more influential and more widely beneficial— 
this Consequence I was aware would result from the accom- 
plishment of my hopes and wishes in regard to my friend. 

Some over ruling necessity has I suppose, governed in this 
case: I will [Torn] therefore that it will be dignified and 
ROOD e tem sO Uwe Bie cs cee ccee stent to remain in the station he 
at present fills:—I persuade myself that it is so; and will look 
forward with confidence to the accomplishment of my wishes 
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in regard to him ultimately, in this particular or in something 
better—I find I should make a poor figure as a statesman or 
politician, even if I had the necessary ability, when I would 
[allow?] resentment & disappointment to be used as an engine 
to beat one off at every rebuff [illegible] future think more 
correctly and more properly on such subjects and will endeavor 
to improve [illegible] by refusing to be led by my passions.— 
I write this in haste, not because I have not time but because 
I am interrupted—I will conclude it therefore by again 
offering you my best wishes, and by asking you to be assured 
that of your many friends none indeed either love or respect 
you as much as I do, and none of them more. 

Adieu and believe me much & truly yours, 

JoHn Haywoop 


| 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Maxwell Chambers: to John Steele 


Spring Hirt 17 March 1801 
Dear svr, 

I have enclosed you Mr Langdons Draught for sixty eight 
Dollars and thirty one cents which he ows my son Edward and 
my self, for your acceptance. When he gave me the draft, he 
told me he had some pressing demands for money he owed in 
Philadela., and beged me not to urge you for the payment of 
this draught untill he finished your house as he expected money 
from you emediately to answer his necessities in Philadela— 
I told him that if you accepted the draft that I would wait a 
reasonable time untill he could finish the house, in order to 
accomodate him, and that I would mention this circumstance to 
you.—I have this moment received your favor of the 28. ulto— 


4Maxwell Chambers was a neighbor and friend of Steele’s residing 
on, an adjacent plantation called Spring Hill. Cornwallis made his 
headquarters in his house in 1781. Maxwell Chambers had been 
an effective patriot in the Revolution and served for a time as 
treasurer of the committee of safety for Rowan County. He reared 
nine sons, all of whom became effective members of society. See 
Rumple, History of Rowan County, p. 315, et seq., for the Chambers 
family. 
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I wrote you the 3d. informing you I had purchased Mr. 
Storcks [Stokes] Land at the price of $240 and taken his 
conveyance which hope you have received ere this. 

Mrs Steele is indefatigable in carrying on the improvements. 
She has had all the buildings gone over with one coat of paint 
and the Dwelling House is nearly finished with the second Coat 
on the out side. She has also got more than half the pailing 
round the Garden finished, and I believe nearly all the 
materials on the Ground for the avenue fence or pailing; & 
there is great part of the upper Story of the House lathed ready 
for plastering. 

She tells me she expects Mr. R. Cochran! & Miss Nesfield? 
in a few days and has got the house in a situation that she can 
receive her friends with some degree of comfort. 

I have understood that Blair? goes on very well, that he is 
as forward with his work, or rather more so, than any of his 
neighbors. 

Our common Friend Doct M. Corkle* poor man has been very 
ill this last fall and winter, and is still poorly with the 
Rumatism. I am told by Dr. John Newnan® that he is mend- 
ing, and he expects that he will be able to preach again in a 
short time. 


*Robert Cochran, of Fayetteville, half-brother to Mr. Steele. 

2Anne Nesfield, of Fayetteville, sister of Mrs. Steele. 

’James Blair, plantation manager for Steele. 

‘Samuel Eusebius McCorkle, minister of Thyatira Church in 
Rowan. Dr. McCorkle was a graduate of Princeton in 1772. In 
addition to his labors as a most useful Presbyterian minister for 
a period of thirty years, he conducted a classical school at his home 
near Salisbury, and so effectual an instructor was he that of the 
seven young men composing the first graduating class at the State 
University (1799), six of them had been trained by him. He was 
a member of the board of trustees of the University from 1789 to 
1801, and in 1795 was elected to the chair of Moral and Political 
Philosophy and History, but declined the appointment. He was 
the husband of Margaret Gillespie, Steele’s half-sister, and died in 
the pulpit at Thyatira, June 21, 1811. See Foote’s Sketches of North 
Carolina, pp. 350-362. 

*Dr. John Newnan was the son of Dr. Ruthany Newnan, both 
being physicians in succession at Salisbury. For an interesting 
incident of the youth of John Newnan in connection with the 
presence of Colonel Tarleton in Salisbury, 1781, see Rumple, 
History of Rowan County, 220-221. 
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I most sensibly feel my obligations to you, for your friendly 
intions [intentions?] to my son Joseph,’ with respect to his 
promotion—and although as you say the business does not 
entirely depend on your self to accomplish; yet your Kind and 
Friendly Intentions toward him, shall have the same weight 
in my estimation, and I hope in his, as tho you succeeded.— 

Your family enjoy good health, and spirits, and they seem 
to want nothing to make them compleatly comfortable and 
Happy but your company.—and I do assure you it is no compt. 
when I tell you I think Miss Ann? one of the finest & most 
sesible young ladies in this country of her age. I hope she will 
be an Honor and Comfort to you and her mother which is 
certainly one of the greates blessings this world can aford. 
I am my Dear Sir, with affection 

and respect 
yours Max CHAMBERS 

P.S. be so good as give my respects to my sons, & tell them 
the family are all well at present.— 

[ Address : ] 

John Steele Esquire 
Comptroller of the Treasury of the States. 
City of Washington. 
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John Haywood to John Steele 


Rateien April 15 1801. 
My dear Sir, 

An absence of a few weeks from this place, whilst on a visit 
to my friends in New Bern, prevented my receiving and thank- 
ing you for your obliging and highly valued favor of the 11th 
Ulto. on its first being brought here.— 


1See letter from Joseph Chambers, May 25, 1807. Edward Cham-. 
bers, referred to at the beginning of the above letter, is recorded 
by Rumple as the eldest of the nine sons of Maxwell Chambers. 
Both Edward and Joseph were clerks in the Comptroller’s office 
in Washington at the date above. 

*The eldest daughter of John Steele, afterward married to Jesse 
A. Person. 
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You will do me but justice in being assured, that the best 
feelings and faculties of my Heart and of my mind were called 
up and highly gratified by the perusal of this your kind and 
affectionate Letter: I was, and am indeed my Friend, truly 
thankful to you for it; and while I most cordially reciprocate 
the Sentiments and expressions you are pleased to use in it 
towards myself, the Comfort and the satisfaction I derive from 
finding a certain recert governmental matter! (concerning the 
unexpected management of which I had long been uneasy and 
in the dark) has ultimately terminated without materially call- 
ing in question your feelings, or leaving to you other cause of 
regret, are among the proofs which assure me I am in some 
sort entitled to that place in your friendship and esteem, and 
to those considerations and regards, with which you have been 
pleased so long and so kindly to favor and distinguish me.— 

I am glad, most sincerely so, that all matters have been so 
ordered and conducted that you still remain at your post :— 
this is a circumstance at which I rejoice, not only on account 
of our Country at large and for the sake of our native State 
in particular, but on your account likewise; because on mature 
reflection it has appeared and does appear to me, that were 
you now, suddenly and at your present early time of life, to 
lay aside those habits of business and of thinking which have 
long engaged you, to return to a private station, and to em- 
ploy yourself in agricultural and other domestic pursuits only, 
you would find the scene of action too small and too confined 
to occupy you:—The Mind, for the want of employment more 
congenial to itself, and on subjects more arduous and extensive, 
and of a nature more immediately important and interesting 
to others, would in a measure become dissatisfied, and would 
sink back upon itself: when you would possibly experience a 
degree of that annui and unpleasant listlessness which I take 
to be well nigh inseparable from seclusion in the prime of life; 
and particularly with respect to those who have lived much in 
the World, have been favoured and distinguished in it, and 
have been long engaged in employments and pursuits, which, 

*Reference to the question of Steele’s relationship to the ap- 


pointment of the Secretary of the Treasury, the subject of Hay- 
wood’s last four preceding letters. 
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from the difficulty of their nature and their importance to 
Mankind necessarily claim and exercise all the faculties and all 
the energies of the Mind.—The bidding adieu to the pleasures 
you enjoy through your late and present society :—the exchang- 
ing and almost the relinquishing the amusements and the 
elegancies of life, with which you are now surrounded :—the 
laying aside political calculation and political research: and 
above all, the taking leave of the World and of polished and 
cultivated life and manners, to return to the Hills and to the 
Woods of our rude and unadorned State; are circumstances 
and Considerations which, when taken together, form such an 
unpleasant and unseemly Mass—such a forbidding aggregate, 
that I have hitherto conceived no idea of honorable exile or 
banishment, which a voluntary retiring and seclusion of this 
kind would not call up to my Mind.—Should it become neces- 
sary for you to adopt such a measure, through declining health 
or other over ruling cause, I know and am well satisfied you 
could and would, with ease and without repining, accomodate 
your Mind and feelings to the necessity of the occasion :—in 
such a case, whatever might be expected from the firm and en- 
lightened Man, or from the Philosopher, I know you would be 
equal to and would perform; and to that I should confidently 
look :—but until such a cause shall arise, I would entreat you, 
my friend, minutely, deliberately and dispassionately to ponder 
and weigh the objections above stated together with such other 
as will readily occur to you; whenever the idea of retiring to 
private life shall suggest itself, or shall be suggested to you.— 
Under beliefs and impressions such as are above stated, I anx- 
iously hope that all governmental matters & movements of im- 
portance may continue to be so conducted as to prove pleasant 
and agreeable to you, and to furnish no cause whatever which 
shall lead you to determine, that it is either proper or neces- 
sary, that you should adopt a measure of the kind, which I am 
satisfied and convinced would militate against our Country’s 
good; and which I fear would ultimately be found to curtail 
those pleasures and enjoyments of the Mind and of the body, 
& to deduct from that sum of happiness, and from that politi- 
cal distinction, which I hope and trust, in a still more emin- 
ent way, await you.— j 
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I can veadily perceive and lament the distress occasioned by 
the Affection of your Breast, inasmuch as I have suffered since 
December last through a similar Complaint :—I have not bled, 
which would have been proper, but have applied and worn 
throughout the Winter & to this day, a large Plaister, formed 
of Burgundy Pitch, on my Breast:—This Plaister has given 
me no little uneasiness, yet it has, I think, been highly bene- 
ficial to me:—I would advise you to use a like one, in case 
your Pain or uneasiness continues :—I think the warm weather 
will relieve you; but, in the mean while, I am of opinion the 
Plaister will do service; riding on horse back, a few miles at 
a time, and in a slcw pace or trot, I think advisable also; it 
has proved helpful to me; but fleet or long riding have rarely 
failed to encrease my pain and render me feverish: My Journey 
to New Bern injured me, either through the badness of the 
lodging on the way, or the length an fatigue of the road. 

I had procured the enclosed Bills, before I had the pleasure 
of receiving your Letter, and of course before I knew it would 
be convenient for you to advance for me the sum which might 
be wanted in purchasing the Ornaments you have obligingly 
taken the trouble to procure for me: I forward them therefore; 
but beg you nevertheless to be assured, I have a thankful and 
a proper sense of your kind offer to advance the deficient sum 
to me. 

My Wife and myself very sensibly feel the obligations you 
confer on us by the flattering attention you have been pleased 
to pay to her Commission:—We should both have been per- 
fectly content, and indeed highly gratified by the exercise of 
your own taste in the selection of the Ornaments intended for 
her :—We should be unreasonable and ungrateful then, after 
the handsome things you have said of Mrs. Jackson,' if we 
did not feel the full force of your obliging kindness, in placing 
this business under the direction of a Lady whom you deem a 
better Judge than yourself :—We are gratified and thankful; 
and shall I doubt not, be well pleased and gratified with these 
Ornaments when chosen.—My Wife would be pleased with an 


1Probably the wife of James Jackson, of Georgia, who was a 
member of the First Congress with Steele and United States Sen- 
ator 1793-1795 and 1801 until his death in 1806. 
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opportunity of thanking you in person for the kindly and polite 
attention you have been pleased to pay to this our small busj- 
ness and out of the way request :—and I hope I need not tell 
you that none of your friends could be more gratified or better 
pleased at seeing you in Carolina and in health and spirits 
than myself :—I do not however wish to hear of your leaving 
the Seat of Government yet awhile; nor untill all matters shall 
again get in a fix and settled train:—Some months hence and 
when this shall have happened, I shall rejoice at seeing you 
here; and in any opportunity or occasion through which I 
may manifest the affectionate Regards and esteem, with which 
I am, and shall ever remain, my dear Sir, much & truly your 
friend 
Joun Haywoop. 


‘ 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Oliv(er) Wolcott to John Steele 


New Yorx June 6th 1801. 
My Dear Sir. 

I arrived here yesterday, and embrace the opportunity to 
inform you, that the wanderings of my family, are I presume 
terminated by a settlement at Litchfield, the place of my na- 
tivity, where I hope to see you and where I can assure you 
and any of your friends who may visit that part of the Country, 
a hearty welcome. 

You can now form some judgement of the probable system 
of the new administration. Are the reports of some men here, 
who profess to know the Presidents intentions well founded— 
that new appointments are to be made to all or most of the 
offices at the Seat of Government & also in the Country? I 
know not what your wishes or prospects are but I feel a lively 
interest in your prosperity & that of my other friends & late 
associates and shall be much gratified with a free communica- 
tion of your sentiments upon such conditions as you judge 
proper to prescribe—we are widely seperated in point of space, 
but I hope the circumstance, will not prevent us from com- 
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municatmg our opinions and cultivating those friendly senti- 
ments from which I have derived pleasure & advantage. 


The people of the Northern States are prosperous & toler- 
ably tranquil—Mr. Jefferson will be permitted to enjoy a calm 
administration if he chooses. I perceive however with sincere 
concern, that he is in danger of making fatal mistakes in con- 
sequence of bad advice. If he has not renounced the principles 
professed by himself and his friends, (and I will guard my 
mind against such a suspicion if possible) some way ought to 
be devised to inform him of the danger to which he exposes 
his character & the Interests of the Country by relying solely 
on the representatives of the party who supported his Election 
in the middle & northern States. Can this be done? or must 
our affairs be committed to chance, or what is worse, to the 
influence of men who desire to promote confusion, & to destroy 
our Government ? 

I informed Mrs. Wolcott that I should write to you from this 
place & she desired me to present her respects to you & that 
her affectionate regards might be communicated to your Lady 
& Miss Steele. 

Will you be so good as to send me soon a form of a power 
of Attorney, which will enable me to receive my Salary at the 
Branch Bank of New York.—Your Letters will be safe if ad- 
dressed to me at Litchfield. 

I remain Dr. Sir, with much 
Esteem, ycur friend 
Outv. Wotcort. 
John Steele Esq. 
Endorsed : 
Oliver Wolcott. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 
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James Taylor! to John Steele ‘ 


June 10th 1801. 
My very dear Sir 

Your truly esteemed favor of the 20th April has been laying 
by me near a month, and however strong my inclination hath 
been to acknowledge it, a press of one thing, or of another thing 
has prevented me from a duty, no less strongly impressed on 
my warmest feelings, than due to your goodness :—Shall I say 
simply that as I am without clerical aid, all the official scrib- 
bling must be done by myself: that every vessel arriving must 
be boarded by myself: and when I say this—be assured, little 
time is left for any thing whatever: but there is always time 
for friendship to communicate, and gratitude to acknowledge, 
and this time I should have found earlier, had other matters 
which will accompany been in my power to have accomplished. 
Be pleased then in your usual goodness to me, to receive this 
not only as an apology for my apparent neglect but as an ample 
extenuation in my mind, for your laying by my epistle of the 
20th January until the 20th April. 

As the political tempest? has subsided, and the vessel now 
(with a change of Commander and part of the officers) is in 
consequence in a smooth sea and a gentle, and leading gale: 
We have to hope, that her four years passage will be more to 
the satisfaction of the Crew, than was her last: And although 
(as far as my judgment can extend,) that was a prosperous 
one; And this (which God in his goodness portend) should not 
be; I predict that not half the noise will follow, nor half the 


4James Taylor, of Philadelphia, commissioned a lieutenant in 
United States Army 7 October, 1792; captain, 20 February, 1794; 
honorably discharged, 1 June, 1802. Heitman, Army Register. 
Steele seems to have made the acquaintance of Taylor while the 
seat of government was at Philadelphia, and to have been instru- 
mental in securing his assignment by the War Department ‘to the 
care of a fort begun by the government in 1794 upon Beacon 
Island, Ocracoke Inlet, for the protection of Neuse River and New 
Bern. The work was never entirely completed, this fact serving 
to explain a number of references in the above letter. See Ameri- 
can State Papers, Military Affairs, I, 95-101, 110, 111, 116, 119. 

*Presidential election of 1800. 
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clamor be raised, which fell to the late voyage’; to pursue the 
Metaphor, a little further, that man who accepts the command 
of a vessel, must have an opinion of his own, and must carry 
his plans into effect without consulting the Crew around him, 
or the consequences will be fatal to himself as well as to the 
vessel. One will be for luffing, another for keeping away, one 
for making and another for taking in sails; and while each 
man is persisting to effect his own object—Smash goes the 
vessel; either founders, or is stranded. That the present Com- 
mander is not only a good Man but an Able Artist; I in com- 
mon. with the dispassionate part of the passengers believe; that 
he will resist the clamors of the violent impede the rage of the 
furious, attend to the Councils of the prudent but follow the 
dictates of his own good sense and enlightened mind I am 
among the foremost to wish, and not among the last to expect. 

I thank you for the second paragraph of your letter no less 
than for any other part of it, and shall attend thereto; But 
I assure you as a mere departmental business. I feel a reluct- 
ance to write there, as well as to yours; for the much nonsense 
I have written to both have met with so much (no doubt) 
meritted contempt that I fear nothing which I can again write 
will have better success. You will see, by the accompanying 
that it is again attempted. 

Things stand with the War department as they have stood 
for six months past, my letter to Mr. Dexter? of the 30th Sep- 
tember last, produced his to me of the 29th November, request- 
ing to know “Who and what I was—” I att2mpted to tell him, 
by a letter of the 30th December—In that of the 30th Septem- 
ber the Forts name was mentioned, my last is unacknowledged, 
and that of September, was answered by a question: I trans- 
mit my this conveyance to Genl. Derborne? a copy of my last 
to the War. department. 

I have now to acknowledge the receipt of the Treasury draft 
No. 3241 for $48.60 the balance in full due me from you. I 
am sorry you did not invest it in two 20 or 30 thousand dollar 


‘John Adams’s administration. 

"Samuel Dexter, Secretary of War in the last year of Adams’s 
administration, 1800-1801. 

‘Henry Dearborn, of New Hampshire, Secretary of War during 
Jefferson’s two administrations. 
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tickets, as I assure you such things would have had a tendency 
to make us a little more comfortable here, than we are at pres- 
ent; but as you could not with conveniency I must wait until 
the good dame Fortune forsakes the Brow of Buonaparte’ and 
lights on my plume—But the Jade never attaches herself to a 
Hermit or a recluse, for she knows like other Gypsies of her 
cast, that when she doeth so, they forsake her. But her pres- 
ent favorite, courts her with the ardor of youth, And I have 
no hope until he gets the poignard; of a visit from her God- 
desship, And really he is so clever a fellow, that I do not de- 
sire that; even to obtain a smile from her tho’, I suppose it 
may have naturally happened by this time. 

Our Friend Spaight? (I have just heard) offers for the 
Senate,. . . of No. Carolina; and doubtless will be elected ; 
Gaston® declines; And this is all the State politics I can give; 
Spaight is ardent and anxious for the establishment here, and 
informs me that he spoke to the president on the subject, who 
assured him “He should consider it with the attention its im- 
portance would claim.” S?: dams the N: England politics, 
in the person of Secy. Dexter, for asserting that the Fortifica- 
tion funds were expended: and that not one of them wished 
to see us fortified southerly—But I know He will not have 
to make his exercration so general: for the present Secy.* 
altho’ a full blooded Yankee, as we call him in these parts 
knows the importance of this place: And will I hope shortly 


*Bonaparte was just now victor over the Second Coalition, and 
the news was beginning to excite America to renewed partizanship. 

“Richard Dobbs Spaight. His second term in Congress expired 
March 3, 1801. He had been defeated in 1800 by John Stanly, a 
Federalist; hence, in the August elections to the State Assembly, 
1801, he was chosen to the State Senate, and also in 1802. He 
did not serve this last appointment, being killed in a duel with 
John Stanly, his political opponent, September 2, 1802. 

William Gaston, of Craven, town of New Bern; b. 1778, many 
times in the State Assembly between 1800 and 1831; Representa- 
tive in Congress, 1813-1817; Judge of Superior Court 1833-1844. See 
R. H. Battle, William Gaston, Ashe, ed. Biog. Hist. N. O., and R. 
Strange, William Gaston, II, 99-108. 

*Richard Dobbs Spaight. 

‘Henry Dearborn. He distinguished himself at the battle of 
Monmouth by a gallant charge against the enemy. He then 
presented himself before Washington to ask for further orders. 
By way of commendation Washington asked: ‘What troops are 
these?” “Full-blooded Yankees from New Hampshire,” was 
Dearborn’s reply. 
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throw more light on the subject, than what may emanate from 
the light house or Beacon, tho’ they be great, as I have no 
doubt they will: The Governor, expressed much surprize that 
I was not exchanged to the Artillery—Mum!!! I had been 
exchanged from the army, to mingle in the Sovereignty—so 
that I must have been sunk into the Artillery. and not ex- 
changed, but really our good friend thought it had been done: 
Heaven bless his brains. 

My war office, or War accounts, for Rations, and house rent, 
and fire wood, I send on to the Secretary of War, and I should 
really be alarmed at their ever having gone at all. Had not 
Captain Bruff ef the Corps of Engineers & Artillery, who was 
with me last summer, furnished me, with information, that 
the charges I made under his immediate direction, and thro’ 
a form he made for me, were those, which had been allowed to 
him invariably in situations frequently, as mine was, the 
double rations admit no dispute—if law is to guide us, altho: 
they may inhibit decision: Mr. Swan!, says to me, that not 
knowing to a certainty or rather “entertaining some doubts 
whether the charge for double rations was aythorized by the 
4th Sectn. of the 3rd. March 97. He referred the question to 
the Secy. of War: who declined giving a decision thereon.” I 
was, logically reasoning, either Commandt. of the post, or I 
was not, Commandant of the Post, if I was, the Emoluments, 
allowed to a commandant, I am entitled to, and if I was not, 
I was a deserter from mty Regiment—For I disobeyed the 
orders of my Colonel, twice: because I obvyed the orders of 
the Commander of my Colonel: The Secretary no doubt had 
his reasons for not deciding on my claim. And I presume it 
will not be doubted but that I have reason, to persist in it: 
from what my Brother informed me Mrs. Taylor and myself 
have anticipated with pleasure, the Company of Mrs. & Miss 
Steele and the rest of your family at this truly, Sweet Summer 
Situation, and I have it in command from Mrs. Taylor to say 
that she would be happy not only to see them, but to keep 
Miss Mary, if you and Mrs. Steele would permit it: longer 
than the summer, or longer than two: 


1Caleb Swan, of Massachusetts, Paymaster United States Army, 
8 May, 1792 to 30 June, 1808. Heitman, Army Register. 
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In the new order of things, must I send copies of my Com- 
munications with the War, to your department? And shall 
I send you some turtle this summer? The Club of Philadel- 
phia said nothing to my last very learned epistle. Adieu my 
Dr. Friend, with the esteem of my family is blended the sin- 
cerest affection of your faithful friend 

JaMeEs Tayuor. 

If I hear from you, and that you are permanent for this sum- 
mer I shall write you, not only more copiously (I hear you say 
God forbid)—but I shall send you two or three chickens—not 
knowing if this will meet you, I refrain from— 

Addressed : 

John Steele Esqr. 
City of 
Washington. 

Endorsed : 

James Taylor Esqr. 
June 10th 1801. 
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John Steele to Edward Livingston 


Treasury DeparTMENT, 
CoMPTROLLER’s OFFICE, 
June 11. 1801. 
Sir, 

I beg leave to submit to your perusal, a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy of the 8. instant, with a list of papers from 
1. to 24 concerning the refusal of James and Ebenezer Watson 
late Navy Agents at New York to deliver to their Successor the 
public property in their possession. 


1Hdward Livingston, born New York, 1764; Representative in 
Congress, 1795-1801; United States Attorney for the District of 
New York 1801-1804; Representative in Congress from Louisiana, 
1823-1829, and Senator from the same State 1829-1831; Secretary 
of State under Jackson 1831-1833; Minister to France 1833; LI. 
Rhinebeck, N. Y., 1836. 
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It appears that they not only refuse to deliver the property 
as they have been requested to do, but consider themselves at 
liberty to dispose of it without the permission of Government. 
This strange conduct is vindicated on the presumption, that 
a balance will be found due to them on the settlement of their 
Cash accompts, and that until this balance is paid, they will 
not relinquish the means of doing themselves justice. Early 
in the month of April they were requested to render their ac- 
compts for settlement, and assured that the balance (if any) 
when ascertained should be paid without delay. Notwithstand- 
ing this assurance they have neither rendered their accompts, 
nor delivered the stores, and the Government thus circum- 
stanced is reduced to the disagreeable necessity of seeking re- 
dress in a court of Justice. 

There being no bond for the faithful performance of their 
trust, you will be pleased to consider whether as Storekeepers, 
or Agents they are not liable to punishment for disposing of 
the public property without license, and adopt the necessary 
measures for that purpose as also to compel them to surrender 
such part as may be yet in their possession. In consequence 
of their refusal it appears that Mr. Ludlow the present Agent 
was obliged to purchase salted provisions for public use when 
a large quantity was in the store: this is not the only disad- 
vantage to be apprehended from their conduct. 

The insinuation contained in their letter of the 28: of May 
No. 20 is injurious and unfounded. Balances against the pub- 
lic when justly due are admitted with as much promtitude as 
those of an opposite nature. At any rate it does not become 
Agents who have been repeatedly requested to render their 
accompts for settlement and who have hitherto declined doing 
it, to ascribe to others a disposition to procrastinate. 


I have the honor to be 
Sir, 
With great respect, 
Your Obedt. Servt. 


The above copy of a letter to the district attorney of New 
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York is presented to Genl. Smith! for perusal, with the most 
respectful compliments of his Obt. & huml. Servt. 
Jno. STEELE. 
As their accompts are neither rendered nor settled the above 
appears to be the most eligible, indeed the only way of pro- 
ceeding agt. them. 
I [am] of opinion that the above proposed Mode is the 
proper Way of proceeding against Messrs. Watson. 
S. Smirz. 


x 


Edward Livingston Esquire. 

Enclosed in: 1801, June 11; Steele to Gallatin 

(Enclosure). 

Mr. Steele requests the Secty. of the Treasy. to have the 
goodness to cast his eye over the enclosed rough Draft, and 
make such alterations as he may think proper by adding, or 
curtailing &e. 

The enclosed rough draft appears perfectly correct. 

A. G. 

Enclosure: 1801, June 11; Steele to Livingston. 
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Thomas Jefferson to John Steele 


[July 11, 1801] 

Th: Jefferson presents his friendly salutations to Mr. Steele 
and chearfully consents to the absence from the seat of govern- 
ment which he proposes, if Mr Steele should still be here on 
Tuesday next. Th: J. asks the favor of his company to dinner 
on that day. 

Saturday July 11, 1801. 

Addressed : 

Mr. Steele. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 
14Samuel Smith, of Maryland, at this date a member of the 


House of Representatives and a close adviser of Jefferson. Cf. 
Schauler, J., History of the United States, II, 21. 
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John Steele to Thomas Jefferson 


Wasuineton July 1ith 1801. 

Sur 

I have for sometime past wished to obtain leave of absence 
from the Seat of Government to visit my friends in Carolina 
and by a temporary relaxation from business shake off if pos- 
sible, a complaint which gives me great uneasiness. The Secy. 
of the Treasury! is advised of my intention to beg your per- 
mission, and consents to it. A desire to consult his convenience 
restrained me from anplying sooner. The place of my residence 
being 400 miles from here, you will not I hope think me un- 
reasonable in requesting the favor of so long an indulgence as 
from the 14th or 15th inst. to the end of Septemr. Should any 
thing occur here to render it necessary I will endeavour to 
return sooner. Accept my thanks for the marks of your good- 
ness which I have already received and do me the favor to be 
assured that I am sir 

With the most perfect consideration 
Your obliged and grateful Sert. 
[A copy, unsigned | 
The President of the 
USS: 
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John Haywood to John Steele 


RateieH Aug 28th., 1801— 
Dear Sir, 
I will forward to Halifax by the first opportunity the Letters 
yesterday handed me by Mr. Fisher? of Rowan for Genl. 


1Albert Gallatin was now Secretary of the United States Treas- 
ury and in consequence Steele’s superior as Comptroller. 

*Probably Jacob Fisher, one of the German immigrants who, by 
way of Pennsylvania, settled in Rowan County, N. C., about 1750. 
He was the father of Charles Fisher (1789-1849), member of 
Congress 1819-1821, and 1839-1841. See Colonial Records, VIII, 744- 
745 for Jacob Fisher and the German settlers in Rowan. 
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Davie,’ and which he informed me were sent ‘on through him 
by you. N 

Mr. Fisher has not only pleased and gratified me by the 
manner in which he speaks of you, of your House, and of your 
improvements around it; but he has likewise added not a little 
to the satisfaction I feel from hearing you and yours spoken 
of in proper and handsome terms by your old neighbors, by 
assuring me that he never saw you so fleshy, nor looking so 
robust and healthy:—I mentioned to him the Pain in your 
Breast and the fears your friends had that it might induce 
Consumptive Complaints, to which he answered there could 
be no well founded fears on that score as he is confident he 
never saw you by many pounds as heavy, nor so ruddy as at 
present :— all this I hope is so—and all this, I trust, is ascrib- 
able to your present relaxation from business & to the satisfac- 
tion you experience from being again with your family and in 
your Native State-——I wish very much and very anxiously that 
you could make it convenient to take Raleigh in your way to 
the Seat of Gov. when you shall set out on your return :— 
Polk?—Sherwood? and myself would be rejoiced to see you :— 
others of your friends I doubt not would be pleased with doing 
so.— We should all feel obliged by your calling on us, and 
would, from inclination and from Gratitude, endeavor to make 
the time you might spend with us as agreeable and pleasant 
to you as we possibly could :— I know your time is precious— 
that your domestic affairs must require the attention of the 
Master—and am sensible also that inclination strongly prompts 
you to spend every hour you may with your family; who have 
claims on you in this regard, which I readily admit, of right, 
take precedence of any your friends can pretend: I beg you 
however to be assured that in case it shall so happen that you 
have a day or two to spare before you bid adieu to Carolina, 
none of your friends would feel more obliged nor think more 
highly of the favor conferred on them by a visit, than those 
you have at Raleigh.— 


*William R. Davie. 

*Colonel William Polk, at this date Supervisor of Federal Rey- 
enue for North Carolina and residing in Raleigh. 

“Sherwood Haywood, brother of John Haywood and United States 
Commissioner of Loans for North Carolina. 
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I would er’e this have written and thanked you for the favor 
done me by you on the eve of your departure from Wash- 
ington; but having nothing interesting to write of, and being 
unwilling to disturb that quiet I hoped you enjoyed in the 
arms of your family by Letters or elsewhat; I postponed writ- 
ing and offering you my Congratulations on your return to 
your family from Week to Week, and had still intended to do 
so ’till our next Post, but for the arrival of Mr. Fisher, who 
says he will see you on Tuesday next. 

My wife is sensible, thankfully sensible, of the trouble you 
have obligingly taken to procure her Bracelets, etc. and offers 
jointly with me her acknowledgements to you on the occasion :— 
The Draft you forwarded has safely reached us and is con- 
sidered as her cash:— She regrets it had not been laid out 
under your direction, because she fears it will not now be in 
her power to cause a selection of ornaments to be made with 
the like taste or judgment :— we were however both sensible 
of the impropriety in the first instance, of asking you who 
have so many thousand things to attend to, to trouble yourself 
with such trifles— we knew it was improper, although you have 
obligingly convinced us you would have done it had it been 
in your power.—for your kindness in this as in all other 
Regards we offer to you our acknowledgements :—I would ask 
the favor of being mentioned to your Lady & Daughter :—I offer 
to you my respectful & affectionate Regards, and remain 
much & truly yours 

Joun Haywoop. 

Fisher waits— 

Gen’! Steele. 
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Will: Polk to John Steele 


Rarrien Sept. 7th 1801. 
Dear Sir 
Your letter enclosing a Bank check of $100 and a letter 
written by John Porter has been duly received. Mr. Porter 
15 


226 Tur Nort Carorina HistoricaL Commission 
who lives at this place is absent to the Southward so soon as 
he returns, it will be returned to him endorsed by me. ‘ 
Colo. Ashe! called upon me yesterday and mentioned that 
he had seen you; that you were in tolerable health & that he 
understood you were to leave Salisbury about the 20th instant 
for the seat of Government. I need not repeat to you, how 
pleasing it would be to me in particular & to several of your 
friends here; that you would take this place in your return 
& stay with us a few days— I have much to ask & to say to 
you. I sincerely wish you could so arange your business as 
to come & stay with me only 3 or 4 days. 
I am with sentiments of 
sincere esteem & respect 
‘ Your obt. Sert. & friend 
Wut: Potx. 
Gen. Steele. 
Addressed : Supervisors Office 
General John Steele Free Will: Polk 
Salisbury 
Endorsed : 
W. Polk 
Septemr. ‘7th. 
Mr. Porter’s check for $100. 
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A. Jocelin? to John Steele 


Witmineron (N. C.) Octor. 7th 1801. 
Sir/ 
When it was first known that the Collectors office of this 
Port had become vacant by the death of the Collector I enter- 


14John Baptista Ashe, of Halifax, Representative in First and 
Second Congresses; elected Governor in 1802, but died before as- 
suming that office. 

*"Amariah Joselin, a resident of Wilmington, was in 1802, agent 
of the Navy Department for paying navy pensioners. American 
State Papers, Finance, Vol. I, 806. He was a public spirited citizen 
of substance and appears in the first list (1793) of those making 
contributions to the State University. Battle, K. P., History of the 
University of North Carolina, I, 828. 
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tained some thoughts of making application for it, but on 
further consideration I determined not to proceed. Since how- 
ever, it has been pretty well known who have and probably 
will become applicants, I find it to be the wish of some people 
of respectability, whose judgment I regard, that I should 
also, propose myself a candidate for the appointment. 

Were it necessary, I presume I could procure a respectable 
recommendation, but I apprehend such a measure would be 
of no consequence, as every information relative to my fitness 
for the Office, in regard to capability and fidelity may be more 
certainly obtained from the Accountant of the Navy, than from 
any other source, And indeed, I consider popular recommenda- 
tions to be much like all other popular elections, which, gen- 
erally, being under the management of designing men express 
nothing fairly and justly. 

On this occasion I ought to use candor and observe that I 
am one of those whom the spirit of the times has distinguished 
by the appellation of Federalist. Whether such a character 
will be considered exceptionable, or not, I cannot pretend to 
determine, but I hope it will not be considered a species of 
egotism, if I take the liberty of saying thus much of myself, 
that I have no predilections in favour of any other nation; am 
attached to the system of government established in the United 
States; am opposed to every kind of despotism under whatever 
name it may be exercised; am an advocate for the liberties and 
just rights of the people; am a well-wisher to the general wel- 
fare and prosperity, and I shall never be drawn into a belief 
that “incessant change and everlasting revolution” have any 
tendency to promote the general happiness; or, produce per- 
fection in human nature, or human systems. 

But I would not wish to stand on any distinguished ground. 
I have constitutional rights, privileges and interests in com- 
mon with every citizen of the United States,—none more; none 
less, and therefore, upon an equal footing with others I wish 
to be considered on this occasion. Whoever may be considered 
the best qualified to discharge the duties of the Collectors office 
ana who will best serve the interests of the nation in it, I 
conceive, ought to be prefered, whether he be called a Fed- 
eralist or republican. For I shall ever entertain the opinion 
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that the interest of the nation, and not that of party or indi- 
viduals should be the principal object of consideration in ap- 
pointments to office and under such a conviction I shall for- 
ever bow respectfully to superior merit. 

If Sir, you should think it advisable, please to communicate 
this to the President, or Secretary of the Treasury as may be 
most proper, which I shall consider as a particular favour and 
obligation confered upon me. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 
Sir, 
Your most Obedt. & 
Hhble. Servt. 
A. JocEeLin. 
John Steele. Esquire. 


[Endorsed in John Steele’s handwriting :| 
Wilmington Octo. 7th 1801. 
A Jocelin Esqr. applies for the office of Collector &¢. Wishes 
this letter to be laid before the President or Sectry. of the 
Treasry. 


[Endorsed in Albert Gallatin’s handwriting :] 

The man who thinks that “popular elections generally express 
nothing fairly & justly,” cannot with candor say that he is 
“attached to the system of government established in the 
States’”—nor call himself either a federalist or a republican. 
Yet, if it can be affirmed that he will make a better collector 
than any other person who will accept, his political opinions 
ought not to prevent his appointment. AGsG. 


Address : 
John Steele Esquire 
Comptroller of the Treasury &c 
Washington 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 
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Albert Gallatin: to John Steele 


Wasuinerton, 24th Oct 1801 
Dear Sir 

I have referred to you a letter from the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court of the District of Columbia relative to fines payable in 
the Treasury of the U. States. Being still confined to home, 
& not having my books unpacked, I cannot recur to the laws on 
the subject, and do not recollect whether the Clerks of the 
Court of the United State receive fines and pay them imme- 
diately, or through the Marshals in the Treasury, or whether 
those fines are uniformly collected & accounted for by the 
Marshals. 

I will thank you to examine whether the laws passed last 
session in relation to the District of Columbia, have rendered 
it necessary, on account of the adoption of the Laws of Vir- 
ginia & Maryland to modify the general regulation adopted 
on that subject, so far as relates to this district; & after having 
made your determination, to communicate the result to the 
Clerk. 

Two references were made to Mr. Rawn? which have been 
suspended till your return. The first is a letter from Mr. Ells- 
worth’ which has not yet been answered & should be attended 
to. The other relates to the regulations necessary to be adopted 
to prevent the importation from New Orleans of Spanish under 
the name of American cotton. We had conferred on the subject 
(Mr. R. & myself) and the arrangements suggested appeared, 
as far as may be judged before actual experience, well calcu- 
lated to answer the end; but I apprehended they might clash 
with that part of the collection law which relates generally to 
the importation of articles of American growth from foreign 
ports to another port from that from which they were originally 


1Albert Gallatin, Jefferson’s Secretary of the Treasury, was gath- 
ering material for his first report on the Treasury, which was pre- 
sented to Congress 21 December, 1801. See this report in Ameri- 
can State Papers, Finance, I, 701. 

*David Rawn, principal clerk in the Comptroller’s office. 

Probably Oliver Ellsworth, of Connecticut. Ellsworth had been 
appointed Chief Justice of the United States by Washington in 
1796 and resigned in 1800 on account of ill health, 
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exported. Perhaps it will be found necessary to obtain Legis- 
lative aid to carry the subject fully into effect. ‘ 

The Auditor called on me, a few days ago, to know whether 
I still had any objection against allowing to the collectors in 
their revenue accounts, the amount expended in purchasing of 
Land & erecting wharves & buildings under the act respecting 
quarantines & health laws. Although this mode did not appear 
to me regular, a wish to prevent suspended charges from being 
carried from one settlement to another & to close the business 
induced me to assent provided your opinion was in favor of it. 
Since that the enclosed report fell accidentally in my hands, 
and as it shows that the former Secretary had viewed the sub- 
ject in the same manner as it had originally struck me, it has 
created ‘new hesitation. Why Congress did not act on the 
report I do not recollect? but perhaps a recurrence to the 
journals of that date may show; and it would be well to 
examine whether any vote was taken thereon. 

I remain with sincere respect 
Dear sir, Your obt. Sert. 
[ Address : | ALBERT GALLATIN 
Private 


Mr. Steele. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Albert Gallatin to John Steele 


Novr. 3d. 1801. 

Dr. Sor 

I am again indisposed & cannot attend the office to day. 
I sent last Saturday the letter I read to you, to the Bank of 
Columbia;* Mr. Jones has the copy; & I thing it will be well 
for you to impress on the directors the necessity of an imme- 
diate & un-exceptionable collateral security. The Statements 

Situated at Georgetown, D. C., and often used by the Treasury 


Department as a repository of funds and’ as financial agent of the 
Treasury. 
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usually furnished by the Bank of the United States are of the 
following form 


Notes discounted . . . ” Capital stock of the Bank ” 
do put in suit . . . . ” Bank notes in circulation 
Funded debt of U.S... ” Deposits vizt 

to credit of Treas of U.S. ” 
Bank notes of other banks ” dividends on publ debt 


[PSE IG Egret he sate tect rea eee 
Deposited with other banks ” dividends on Bank stock 

unpaid ig 
Spector concn; | 6. 2. ydept. by individuals i 
Real estate . . . . . ” Discounts recd. since last 

ividd-pyth ey ots unete 
Expences pd. since last Contingent fund, being 
CIVIC. sen tee oat AS the balance of what 

may be called the Acct. 

of Profits & L.-pery. . 


A similar statement will convey all the information required, 
that part which relates to discounted notes excepted. On this 
last point, it will be necessary in order to form a just idea of 
the sitvation of the Bank, to discriminate between good & bad 
notes, between notes which rest on such security as will event- 
ually prevent any loss & those which have no other foundation 
than real property of a nominal value; & especially so far as 
relates to the present crisis, between notes which may be paid 
in part at least immediately, and those for tue paymt. of which 
it is absolutely necessary to wait. 

I do not remember anything which I can add to our conver- 
sation of the other day on the subject. The points we seemed 
to agree upon, were 1st a regular weekly diminution of debts 
due to the Bank, operated either by a general curtail of dis- 
counts, or by a sale of the most saleable part of the property 
mortgaged to them.—2d. immediate measures to bring the whole 
of that property to market within a limited time.—3d a resig- 
nation of so many directors as will secure a majority in the 
direction, on whom reliance may be placed for the execution of 
any measures which may be recommended. 
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You proposed a call on the stockholders for an additional 
payment. This so far as it may affect the permanent interest 
of the Bank, appeared to me exceptionable, because in order to 
make any profits, they must encrease their discounts in propor- 
tion to any encrease of their capital; If their present mis- 
fortune is to have discounted too much. This objection, how- 
ever, might be obviated by their placing hereafter a part of 
their stock in public stocks. Thus, if this place does not afford 
more than 500,000 dollars good discounts & the capital of the 
Bank was to be increased to 500,000 dollars, it would be neces- 
sary for them to have 2 or 3 hundred thousd. dollars in public 
stock. But there is another objection to that call; it cannot be 
kept a secret; it may be ineffectual; & it will proclaim the 
existence of danger, and probably encrease it. 

An essential, but very difficult, point to ascertain is the 
extent of alarm & the danger of a continued run. The bank 
notes are so scattered that that run may continue gradually for 
3 weeks, & if it does, will, indubitably, oblige them to stop pay- 
ment until they can bring their resources to bear. It will be 
well to examine with precision the daily state of cash from last 
Monday to this & ascertain what has been the daily drain. 

If there is an actual danger of a stoppage of payment, can the 
shopkeepers of George town alone, prevent it by their deposits 
& encouraging the circulation of notes? If no other means are 
thought effectual, it will become a delicate question whether we 
must at all events prevent that event. Any shock given to the 
confidence which now is placed in that kind of paper which 
forms the circulating medium of this Country will be 
injurious to the revenue, commerce & wealth of the U. States. 
On the other hand, Governt. cannot be supposed to become on 
that account pledged for the folly, knavery or imprudence of 
every small Bank. Upon the whole, I feel willing to go certain 
lengths towards the support of the Columbia Bank; greater 
certainly than they expected from me; greater than will be 
pleasing to most of my friends; but not greater than a sense of 
my duty may impel. But I am not disposed to go every length; 
they must help themselves in order to deserve assistance: and it 
is essential, to the obtaining any from this Departmt., that they 
should not hesitate in giving to Governt. every security which 
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may be required—that they should use every exertion in calling 
in their own resources,—and that the direction may be such 
as to deserve confidence—Excuse this scrawl; I am not indeed 
fit at present to writ on any subject— 
With sincere esteem & regard 
Your obed. Servt. 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 


Mr. Steele 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Albert Gallatin to (John) Steele 


[ Nov 7, 1801] 
Dear Sir 
Will you be good enough to look at the annexed draught of a 
letter to Mr. Lincoln and to communicate your remarks thereon, 
especially so far as relate to the object of enquiry— 
Your’s sincerely 
Mr. Steele ALBERT GALLATIN. 
Saturday 7 Nov. 1801. 
Address: Mr. Steele 
Endorsement: Private. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


John Steele to the Secretary of the Treasury 


Comptrs. Office Novemr. 16th. 1801. 
Sir, 

I have reed. your letter of the 14th. inst., with a file of cor- 
respondence on the subject of Mr. Hobby’s debt, which accom- 
panied it. 

The principle of law in such cases, I believe is, that two 
executions (One agt. the person, the other agt. the goods of a 
debtor) can not issue at the same time:—but the plaintiff is 
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entitled to the option of either. It is usual to issue a Fi. fa. 
in the first instance, upon return of which no goods being fouyd, 
or insufficient to satisfy the debt, a Ca: sa. is taken agt. the 
person of the Debtor for the remainder. This order of pro- 
ceeding may however be reversed. See proviso to the 2d. sec. 
of the act of the 8th of May 1792 to regulate processes &ca. 
Nevertheless as the states have different forms from which the 
courts depart with reluctance, and as doubts may consequently 
exist as to the effect which the release of Mr. Hobby’s person 
(under the ordinary powers of the Department) might now 
have in Massachusetts, it will be safest perhaps to do it under 
the Act of June 6th. 1798 providing for the relief of persons 
imprisoned for debts due to the United States. The particular 
form of application, and disclosure, are not material provided 
the Secty. of the Treasy. be satisfied of his inability to pay &ca. 
and that the conveyance mentioned by Mr. Parker was not made 
with fradulent intent &ca. It is not in his power to give the 
assignment required for the use of the United States:—the 
legal estate being vested in another person by virtue of a prior 
conveyance. This requirement of the law may therefore be 
dispensed with, and it is the less material, as after releasing his 
person the property mortgaged will be liable to execution, and 
may be sold for the use of the United States subject to the 
incumbrance. His person can never be again imprisoned for 
any balance which may remain:—but this is of little conse- 
quence if we can now reach his property in no other way. This 
opinion formed only from a view of the case which the papers 
afford is respectfully submitted by 
the Sectys mot. Obt. Servt. 


Jno. STEELE. 

Endorsed in Albert Gallatin’s handwriting : 

Mr. Hobby late Marshal of Maine applied in order to be 
released from prison in which he was confined at suit of U. S. 
for monies received by him as an officer for their use. 

The 3d. Sect. of Act of June 6th 1798 expressly ixcludes 
public officers &c. from the benefits of the Act. 

The Secretary wrote that he had not power to release him on 
the conditions specified by the Act, vizt. an assignment of his 
property on the one hand & and liberation from present or 
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future imprisonmt. for that debt on the other. But he, in the 
absence of the Comptroller, advised the Marshal to release his 
person, in order to obtain property or sureties though not to 
the whole amount of the debt. Mr. Hobby now refuses to give 
either property or sureties & prefers remaining in prison. 
Perhaps this is owing to the fear of being again placed in jail; 
but to whatever cause owing, the Secretary cannot do any thing 
under the Act of 6 June 98. But if it be ascertained that 
Hobby would assign his property provided he was released for 
ever, it can be done only by taking that property in full for the 
debt. Quere whether the Comptr. or Secy. have power of 
doing it. 
The Comptroller. A. 


Albert Gallatin to (John Steele) 


[Nov. 19, 1801] 

Dear Sir 

I enclose the papers relating to Mr. Meredith’s claims. Both 
may be allowed. On the back of your letter you will find my 
observations thereon to the President & his decision. As he does 
not object to the commission in the present instance, in the case 
of the annuity, that for the indian trade cannot consistently be 
refused. Yet, I must confess, that for the reason mentioned to 
the President, the principle does not appear to me wholly free 
from objections. 

With sincere esteem & respect 
Your obedt. Servt. 
Novr. 19th 1801. ALBERT GALLATIN. 


I would wish to know precisely what kind of accounts Mr. 
Powell had rendered, as he was removed, on official representa- 
tion from me—also the reasons alledged by the Collector of 
Presquisle for not having rendered his accounts. I think that 
all the collectors now in office have rendered their accounts for 
1800 himself & that of Louisville only accepted. In order to be 
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consistent both should be removed, unless cogent reasons justify 
an exception. A.G. 
The Comptroller. z 
Address: The Comptroller. 
Endorsement: Private. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Albert Gallatin to (John) Steele 


T. D. 19th Nov. 1801. 
Dear Sir. 

I inclose a letter of the Secretary of State covering an appli- 
cation from the French “chargé d’affaires” in relation to Beau- 
marchais’s claim.t' I have collected all the documents I could 
on that subject; but they still speak of a letter from the min- 
ister of finance stating that Beaumarchais’s accounts with the 
French Govt. had been settled, & that he had accounted for the 
million. That letter I have never seen. Is it in your office? 
I will thank you to make your remarks on the subject & to 
communicate them. From the course the business has taken, 
it will perhaps be necessary that I should apply officially for 
information to you, but it is desirable to see your remarks in 
an informal way in the first instance. 

Respectfully 
Yours 
Mr. Steele. ALBERT GALLATIN. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


*‘Beaumarchais served the United States both as purchasing agent 
and informal link between our representatives in France and 
the French Government during that part of the Revolution that 
antedated French recognition of our independence (1778). His 
business relations, for the most part, were with Benjamin Frank- 
lin, Silas Deane, and Arthur Lee for the United States. His claims 


for a final accounting long rested before the United States Govern- 
ment. 
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Albert Gallatin to (John) Steele 


[Nov 20, 1801] 
Dear Sir 

I enclose two letters relating to Mr. Latimer & to Jordan. 
As to the first, I only want to know whether you know any 
thing of the transaction, as your name is mentioned in Spark’s 
letter. 

The complaint against Jordan would have more weight was 
not the complainant anxious to get the office. Yet it seems to 
be serious & well authenticated against Blunt. Mention is 
made of former complaints. Have any such reached your 
office? Does Jordan appear to have acted generally with 
propriety? or, have there been any suspicious circumstances 
in his conduct? From these the propriety of instituting an 
enquiry might be inferred. If one is necessary who is the best 
acknowledged officer in that part of the country? 


With sincere respect 
Your’s 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 

Saturday Nov. 20th 1801. 

Mr. Steele. 

Endorsed : 

Sect”. of the Treas’. Concerns Latimer & Jordan. Mr’. Luf- 
borough! is directed to give me the papers in the 1**. and Mr’. 
Underwood? to investigate the accompts of the last. 

J.S8. 

Answ?, and returned papers 25". Nov. 1801. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


4Nathan Lufborough, second clerk in the Comptroller’s office. 
*Robert Underwood, second clerk in the Auditor’s office. 
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[Nov. 27, 1801] 
‘ 


Tho(mas) Jefferson to (John) Steele and Miss Steele 


Th: Jefferson requests the favor of Mr. & Miss 
Steele’s company to dinner the day after tomor- 
row at three oclock. 


Saturday Nov. 27th. 1801. 


Addressed : 
Mr. Steele. 


A.L. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Albert Gallatin to (John) Steele 


5 [18012] 
Dear Sir 

If you think that no inconvenience will arise from letting 
the dep. collector at Wilmington continue to act, & suspending 
the appointment of a collector till the meeting of Congress as 
requested by Mr. Macon, it would be the most eligible mode. 

Be good enough to let me know your opinion. 

With sincere esteem & regards 
Your obt. Servt. 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 

Friday morning. 

Mr. Steele. 

Address: Mr. Steele 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


4Nathaniel Macon greatly influenced the Federal patronage in 
North Carolina during his long service in the National Congress. 
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. Albert Gallatin to (John) Steele 


[18012] 
Dear Sir 
Do you think that the within can be considered as a “dis- 
ability” removal by the Secy. on petition to the Court in the 
usual mode? or is it a case without remedy? For I very much 
doubt any power to exist in the Secy. by which he may direct 
the collector to grant registers. 
Your’s 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 
Mr. Steele. 
Address: Private 
The Comptroller 


A(lbert) Gallatin to (John) Steele 
[18012] 


It appears to me very clearly that a vessel in the circum- 
stance mentioned by Mr. Lincoln is not entitled to the bounty. 
Will Mr. Steele have the goodness to inform me whether his 
opinion agrees with mine. 

Address: Mr. Steele — ASG: 


A.N.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Thomas Jefferson to John Steele 
[1801 ?] 


Th. Jefferson presents his compliments to Mr. Steele, and 
takes the liberty of introducing to him the bearer Mr. Little- 
page! just arrived from Europe, and wishing to have some 


1Probably Lewis Littlepage, diplomatist, born Hanover County, 
Virginia, 19 December, 1762; died Fredericksburg, Va., 19 July, 
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questions answered relative to the mode of transferring stock, 
place of receiving the interest &¢. which Th. J. is not able to 
answer with certainty. he presumes the respectability of Mr. 
Littlepage’s character is not unknown to Mr. Steele. 


Addressed : 
Mr. Steele 
Comptroller General. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


James Madison to (John) Steele 


[1801 ?] 
Dr. Sir’ - 

Mr. Fairfax’ who waits on you wishes to know whether the 
Treasury Dept. is [in] want of bills on London. He will him- 
self explain an offer he will in that case make. In the absence 
of Mr. Gallatin? I have taken the liberty of referring him to 


you for information. 
Yrs. very respectfully 
Addressed : James Mantson. 


Mr. Steele. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


1802. He was a relative of John Jay and accompanied Jay to 
Madrid during the latter’s mission to Spain in 1778. He had varied 
diplomatic experiences in Europe and finally entered the service 
of Poland and was minister of that country to Russia. He re- 
turned to America some time after that country lost its national 
life (1795). Appleton, Cyc. Amer. Biog., III, 739. 

1Probably Thomas Fairfax, of Virginia, sometimes called the 
Ninth Lord Fairfax. Thomas Fairfax, of the notable English and 
Virginia family, was the son of Brian Fairfax, and was born in 
1762 in Fairfax County, Virginia, and died there in 1846. See 
Appleton, Cyc. Amer. Biog. 

*Gallatin was Secretary of the Treasury and Madison Secretary 
of State. 


* 
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f James Madison to John Steele 
[18012] 


Mr. Madison requests the favor of Mr. Steele to dine with 
him tomorrow at 3 o’clock. 


Saturday July 3. 


A.N. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


John Taylor! to John Steele 


December 3rd 1801 

My very Dear Friend 

An age has elapsed since I heard from you, and until very 
lately since I heard of you; various as have been the con- 
jectures of those who envy and those who esteem, all alike have 
been in the dark respecting, (not simply) your present state, 
for all, and all, combine to discard doubt on that subject— 
But respecting your future one—You could not laugh—for that 
you seldom do, but really you must have indulged a smile, if 
even it were invisible, to have heard the panegyrics; the sur- 
mises—the doubts, the colloquies which I have heard, or heard 
of—You will see on the other side of this letter that I mean, 
by no means to relate a single syllable on the subject: for upon 
my word, they have had such variety of conclusions, that a 
volume, and not a sheet would be necessary to sketch them ;— 
For me alone it is a duty to say that you are alive; and in 
health; and in honor; and thats enough: And while you live, 
if health continues, wealth will flow; and I can swear honor 
will never forsake. 

How much a letter from you would have gratified me, while 
you were at Salisbury, and how much it would have delighted 
my family to hear of yours—you are a competent judge; Our 


“John Taylor (1750-1824) of Virginia, United States Senator dur- 
ing Steele’s terms of service in the Congress of the United States, 
and a number of times subsequently, dying in that office in 1824. 


16 
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official details are official duties, but our friendly ones improve 
and exhalt us with each other, at least I hope, those which I 
write you have not a contrary tendency. ‘ 

“No man appears great,” I believe it is somewhere said, or 
possibly “No man is a hero in the eyes of his valet de chambre” 
This let it have been said in either of the above forms; appears 
to be rather more witty than wise :—Its historical allusion was 
to the Duke of Marlborough; and had its origin in a supposed 
parsimonious trait in his character—of (I believe) ordering out 
one of two lights that were burning, the night previously to the 
Battle of Blenheim; at the moment he was dictating orders for 
the completion of that splendid event—The Wit (if any) in- 
tended by the allusion is that, where the weaknesses or infirmi- 
ties of human nature are seen in full view; the opposites are 
obscured; or thrown in perspective; whether your namesake or 
pope, or Arbuthnot, or all put together witticized the thought, 
I magnanimously throw myself against their power, and say 
it is not truth. for my friend, is more a hero, in my Eyes when 
he shews the weaknesses of human nature; by palliating the 
blemishes or forgiving the blunders I may commit when I write 
to him, as I would speak to him; than if he were either the 
author or the subject of the remark from which this paragraph 
has its rise, and I pray you by your reception of it let me still 
continue to think you the hero I have always thought you; for 
unless it were simply to say to you how much and how great is 
my regard, I should have no subject to fill a letter but the very 
weakness of which (we have) or of which I have been writing. 

Yes, I have one subject on which I could write finely to such 
a father as you; the daughter I sent from Virginia seventeen 
years ago, a baby, (and the father not then any more than a 
legal man) has returned from Europe to me; a charming, ac- 
comphshed & elegant girl— 

And another Subject that cannot be called a weak one, even 
by a wit—a subject that will never be forgotten, it is the 
affection, the regard, and the friendship with which I shall ever 
subscribe myself, to be My Dr. Steele 

NG 
J. TayLor 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


Tue Streets Papmrs 943 


Albert Gallatin to John Steele 


[18012] 
Dear Str 

Good clerks cannot be too well paid; so far as may depend on 
me you may rest assured that I will agree to everything relative 
thereto which you will think reasonable and I believe we may 
depend on Congress making every proper appropriation for that 
object. 

It seems to me that you run no risk in engaging Mr. Ross! 
at the salary you mention, the only possible contingency which 
might create a disappointment, being a refusal on the part of 
Congress to appropriate, which I do not anticipate. 

Tuesday morning 

With sincere respect & esteem 
Yours 
ALBERT GALLATIN 
M". Steele 
The Comptroller of the Treasury 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


John Haywood to John Steele 


RareieH January 6. 1802 
My dear Friend, 

Were I to attempt engaging your attention during this your 
busy season, on an occasion which did not interest either you or 
myself, I should feel I needed an Apology: the Motives, how- 
ever, which lead me just now to trouble you, will, I trust, be 
deemed my excuse; and induce you to snatch some Moment 
from more pressing and important business to favor me with an 
answer.— 


4Andrew Ross was a clerk in the Comptroller’s office at the 
time of the removal of the government offices from Philadelphia 
to Washington, 1799-1800. Soon thereafter he became principal 
clerk in the stead of David Rawn, and upon Steele’s retirement in 
1802 continued to bear the chief burdens of the office for many 
years. Amer. State Papers, Finance, I, 811; II, 909. 
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North Carolina has in her Treasury about Sixteen Thousand 
Dollars:—This sum our late Assembly directed me to lay out 
in the purchase of Stock in the funds of the United States, ab 
soon as possible :—and they directed also, that a preference shall 
be given to the Three % Cent and Eight % Cent Stocks, (mean- 
ing the 8% Cents last created) leaving it with me to make 
choice of the one or the other, as in my judgment the interest 
of the State shall point out. 

The motive which induces me to apply to you on this occasion 
is a two fold one:—in the first place, as a Commission is no 
doubt to be paid by me to the person employed to purchase this 
Stock, I wish to throw the amount of that Commission into 
your hands: Not because I consider the sum itself as an object 
to you; but in the hope that you will see in the act that friendly 
disposition and that affectionate Regard towards yourself, 
which would lead me with joy and gladness to throw Thousands 
into your Channel, were it in my power:—And in the second 
place I apply to you, because there is no person in whom I have 
equal confidence; and no one whom I consider better able to 
advise and direct me in the discharge of this trust committed to 
me, which I have at heart to execute understandingly and in 
a manner which shall prove satisfactory to all concerned. 

I know nothing of the present prices Current of Stock :— 
My Brother’ has said to me that they are occasionally for- 
warded to him as an officer of the United States, and that they 
are much higher than the prices talked of by our Assembly; 
which, as well as I recollect were 110 Dollars for 100 of 8% 
Cents, and 52°° for 100 Dollars of 3% Cents:—these he says 
are former and not present prices current.—Be this however as 
it may, I suppose it is our object to purchase the Stock wished, 
at such early day, that it may be transferred to the Books of the 
Loan Office in this State, in proper time to make the quarters 
Interest becoming due on the last day of March next payable to 
North Carolina in this place: As no probable Rise or fall in 
the price of Stocks can, I apprehend make it the interest of this 
State to postpone the purchase; and by suffering her Money to 

1Sherwood Haywood, born 1762, died 1829, brother to Treasurer 


John Haywood, was cashier of the Raleigh Branch of the Bank 
of New Bern and United States Commissioner of Loans. 
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remain inactive, have the benefit of drawing the present quar- 
ters Intérest when it shall become due;—but of such matters 
I am no judge, nor have I any experience——From what I can 
learn it is the intention of our Legislature annually to vest all 
the gold and Silver the State can command in Stocks of the 
kind above mentioned: it would, I think have been well had 
they attended to this business sooner; as great part of the 
money they now have has lain dormant in the Treasury for 
many years.— 

Would it appear to you proper, and should you incline to 
make the purchases of Stock above mentioned; I have supposed 
you can direct the Dollars paid to the Supervisor or Loan 
Office here; or that Drafts can be given for them to some person 
entitled to draw Monies in this State:—In the event of your 
engaging in this business, I will hold Sixteen thousand Dollars 
subject to your order here; or I will deliver them to your order 
at any place in the State; or at Petersburg or Norfolk :—It 
would however suit me much better to pay them here, as it will 
readily occur to you, lest possibly some accident should happen 
through theft or other loss in carrying them to a distance & I 
should be blamed; as our Assembly has made no mention of 
their being removed nor of guarding them.—The Commission 
for doing this business, I shall hold myself ready to pay when 
and where you may direct. 

I would have written you of the Acts and doings of our late 
Assembly, but for the mere nothings in which they employed 
their time.—I had not long since a letter from your friend Mr. 
Lee of Alexandria, on the subject of the Certificates you once 
wrote me of as being his and Mr. Hopkin’s of Richmond :— 
Should you see either of these Gentlemen, you may, if you 
think proper, let them know our Assembly have at length 
passed an Act with respect to the outstanding Certificate debt? 


1The principal of the ‘old certificate’ debt of the State was es- 
timated at £15,000 in: 1801 and the treasurer was authorized to pur- 
chase that amount and to issue new certificates for interest due, 
but the result was not satisfactory and the process was halted. In 
1802 another purchase was authorized at the rate of 13 shillings 
for the pound. In 1809 the currency of the United States was rec- 
ognized as the lawful currency of the State, and permission was 
given to keep the records of the State in dollars and cents. See 
Boyd. The Federal Period, Vol. II, pp. 15-16. 
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of the State, and authorized the purchase of the principle of it, 
at the rate of 13$ for the pound in the course of the next 
Summer.—TI trust you have been well of the Complaint in your 
breast, and hope your present Confinment & the Winters cold 
will not again bring it on you!—If your Daughter! is with you, 
as I understand she is, I will request that you do me the favor 
to offer to her my Respects, and make them acceptable as being 
from one who will always feel an interest in her prosperity and 
happiness.—My Brother offers to you his respectful Regards— 
Be assured of my affectionate Respects and best wishes, and 
believe me much and ever 
Yours, 
Genl. Steele. Joun Haywoop. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Albert Gallatin to (John) Steele 


[Jan 9, 1802] 
Dear Sir 

I do not see that any thing can or ought to be done in rela- 
tion to the dedimus [?] in E. Randolph’s case.? 

Will you be good enough to give me your opinion in the case 
of the Register of the vessel “Lydia”—I am pressed for an 
answer. 

With sincere esteem & respect 
Your obt. Servt. 
Jany. 9th 1802. ALBERT GALLATIN. 
Mr. Steele. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


1A note on Steele’s three daughters, Ann, Margaret and Hliza, 
appears elsewhere. 

2Hdmond Randolph, Attorney-General in Washington’s first cabi- 
net. He became Secretary of State, January 4, 1794, upon Jef- 
ferson’s resignation from that post. In the discontent over the rat- 
ification of the Jay Treaty, and in consequence of certain charges 
brought against him by Hammond, the British Minister, he 
was forced to resign. In 1797, under an act of Congress of March 
3, he was sued by the United States Government for 49,000 dollars 
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Albert Gallatin to (John) Steele 


[Jan. 23, 1802] 
Dear Sir 

Did I not refer to you some time ago a complaint of the 
different manner in which “still bottoms” are considered in 
relation to duty in Philada. & Baltimore? Mr. Jones' of Con- 
gress has applied to me on the subject. 

Mr. Stanley? of N. Carolina states that the merchants of 
New Bern complain of the guaging rod used there to measure 
liquors by which they pay More than they do in other ports 
where Gaston’s rule is used. I had thought that an uniform 
rule of guaging prevailed. . 
Your’s sincerely 
Jany. 23d 1802. ALBERT GALLATIN. 
Mr. Steele. 

Address: The Comptroller 
Endorsed: Private 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


(John Steele) to the Secretary of War (Henry Dearborn) 
[1802] 


Sir, 
The writer of the enclosed letter, Mr. Jos. C.? I have known 
from his infancy. He is a native of North Carolina where his 


of public money placed in his hands for expenses of foreign inter- 
course and unaccounted for. It was John Steele’s duty as Comp- 
troller to press this suit. It lagged through the courts for sev- 
eral years and was finally decided against Randolph under referee 
proceedings, and thus completed the ruin of his financial fortunes. 
American State Papers, Finance, I, 752, 760-762. Moncure D. Con- 
way, Life and Papers of Edmond Randolph, New York, 1888. 

1William Jones, Representative in Congress from Pennsylvania, 
1801-1808. 

?John Stanley, Representative in Congress from North Carolina, 
1801-1803, and 1809-1811. 

’Joseph Chambers, son of Maxwell Chambers, of Salisbury, and 
for a time clerk in the Comptroller’s office. Later he undertook a 
trading venture to the Southwest. See Rumple, J., History of 
Rowan County, 315-316. 
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father now lives a very wealthy and respectable‘man. In the 
year 1797, he entered my office as a clerk with a view to qualify 
himself for public business by acquiring a familiar knowledge’ 
of the forms and principles of accounting at the Treasy. His 
industry and accuracy have been so useful to me that nothing 
but a desire to see him better provided for would induce me 
to part with him. He is perfectly temperate in his habits of 
living, free from debt, and can give unexceptionable security 
for any amount. 

Secty. of War. 


John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


EHd(mund) Jones to (John) Steele 


[18022] 

My Dear Sir 

I called last evening to bid good by, the play I suppose had 
induced you out as all was dark, your friends and foes alike 
have cause to regret the failure of your exertions I amongst the 
number of the former feel a gratitude which success would not 
have increased. 

Yours 
Wednesday Evening, Ep. Jonzs. 
Genl. Steele. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Albert Gallatin to Elijah Ayer 


[18022] 
Elijah Ayer 
Nova Scotia refugee 
This claim being barred. must be sent to Congress for deci- 
sion; but, as the Comptroller is the only officer who under- 
stands the principles on which the rates of allowance were 
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fixed bythe Secretaries & himself in their report to Congress, 
I will thank him to examine the papers & inform for what 
quantity he would have been returned had he applied in time— 
His obt. Servt. 
The Comptroller. ALBERT GALLATIN. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Albert Gallatin to (John) Steele 


[1802 ?] 

Dear Sir 

I think the ground you have taken in opposition to Mr. 
Swartwout’s claim of poundage, to be perfectly tenable, and 
that it ought to be supported. The claim appears to me perfectly 
absurd. 

Your’s sincerely, 
Mr. Steele. ALBERT GALLATIN. 
Address: Mr. Steele. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


James Blair: to John Steele 


[Feb 2, 1802] 
Sur 

I Set down to inform you that we are all well at present and 
hoping that these May Meete you in the Same——— 

[Out] the quentity of Grain that was mad on the plantation 
in lot—was made of Corn 1750 bushels—of wheat 310— 
of barley 157—of ry 6014—flac 154—Cotton 649—the squir- 
rels eat half of the lowground corn before it was fit to 


1James Blair is evidently plantation manager for Steele during 
the latter’s last year of absence from home as Comptroller of the 
Currency under Washington, Adams, and Jefferson until the sum- 
mer of 1802. The manager gives the impression of rare fidelity 
to duty and detail, particularly in his account of the death of 
the bull. 
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Geather—the quantity of tobaco I Cant tell yet but am a 
prising of it now—Cheapsides is sewed in Small Grain wheat 
ry and barly also barley where it was last year—and it all 
looks very promising at this time we have had the favourable 
winter So fur that most ever I Saw—wheat sent to mill for you 
for market is 180 bu. the flour is not all made yet—20 barels 
made and as I had not Enough to make me out 10 barrels I 
have Sence Concluded to Sell it al 78-6 per bushel—I have broke 
up all (indecipherable) and the feeld this Side of your house 
at town for oats and the low grounds I intend of Sewing also— 
I have under took to Clear about 18 acres round the field that 
I live in—I Could not make that trade with James Smith nor 
have not traded the mare away yet. I have trade my own for 
a good work horse So that I am able to go on with the plowing 
the mare I beleive can not be got in order for trading— 

We have had the misfortune to loose our bull and I blame 
myself for it was a hogshead of flac Seede and it was So full 
of rape that it was of no use—and I had some of it put in the 
milk Cows fede but they would not Eat it so I Emptied out the 
whole in the Cow yard and the bull being master Eat too much 
and Died as I think—he was very fat &C. 

P. S.—Send me word what you think about the price of 
Cotton wheather it will keep up or not—any thing that you 
want Done let me know 

Your humble Servt. 

General John Steele Ja’, Buarr 

My father Departed this life November 30, 1801 

So no more but remain your 

humble Servant 
February ‘¢ 2 1802 Ja’, Buarr 


B.S. I have had but one bushel & half of Sault Sence I 
been under your Dirrection for the Stock—& I find it will not 
Do without—I thought that I was Sceare with Capt”. 
Chambers! but I find it much worse now—when I lived with 


‘Maxwell Chambers, resident and wealthy landowner near Salis- 
bury. Chambers’s home became the headquarters of Lord Corn- 
wallis for a short time in 1781 during his pursuit of General Na- 
thaniel Greene, across North Carolina. Chambers had been an 
active Revolutionary patriot. He represented the borough of 
Salisbury in the Commons in the years 1789 and 1790. 
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my father‘I had the Care of his Stock & Cattle and they always 
had Sault twist a week—-to Satisfy your own mind I wish you 
ask any person that has the Ceare of Stock then I think that you 
will finde that Salt will be wanted. 
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Albert Gallatin to (John) Steele 


[Feb 4, 1802] 
Dear Sir 

If you perceive no impropriety, in our transmitting to Con- 
gress Ayer’s papers', will a copy of the enclosed signed by the 
Sec™*s, of War & Treasy & by the Comptroller, answer the 
purpose ? 


Your’s 
Feb. 4th 1802. ALBERT GALLATIN. 
Mr. Steele. 
A. (lfred) Moore to John Steele 
Witmineton i7th Feby. 1802. 
Dr. Sir. 


I am ashamed to be so often troublesome to you, but neces- 
sity forces me to ask assistance—I know not who can advise 
me so well as yorrself & moreover am acquainted but with few 
at Washington & but slightly with that few. 

I will state my embarrassment & rely on your goodness for 
such advice as may be proper.—Mr. Meredith? at your instance 
I presume, (for I was, & yet am, unknown to him) did very 


4Hlijah Ayer. A refugee from the British Province, Nova Scotia. 
Annals of Congress, Seventh Congress, 1801-1802. House Journal, 
February 9, 1802. 

*Samuel Meredith, Treasurer of the United States; replaced by 
Tucker, T. T., December 1, 1801. 
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obligingly send me a draft every quarter for my salary, this 
draft always arrived, within a fortnight or so, after payment 
was due me—but now six weeks are elapsed without a line 
from that Gentleman— I fear in these numerous changes of 
public officers, my benefactor is displaced & now it is incon- 
venient to him to meddle further with my business+ I think 
I have seen in the prints that a Mr. Tucker! is appointed 
Treasurer—that Gentleman I am as much a stranger to as to 
Mr. Meredith, but I have some slight claim to his assistance, 
as I believe he is I understand of George town in So. Carolina 
& I am told is a distant relative of my wife—slight as this is, 
it is something, as it makes a difference, however small, between 
him & every other person at Washington with respect to me. 

Mr. Meredith having my power of Attorney, it seems to me 
indelicate to supercede it, till he bids me to do so—I wish it 
may not be too inconvenient to him to procure me a draft for 
the quarter due the last of December—I will not trouble him 
further— 

We are all at peace here—but it is very sickly—The last six 
months have been the driest ever known here & the warmest 
winter—the Rivers seldom navigable & the mills all Idle. 

If there was an article of domestic news that might enter- 
tain you, I would mention it, to beguile a moment from busi- 
ness, or the troubled scene of politics in which you must be 
involved, but I have nothing of that sort. 

Believe me dear Sir 
Your very obt. servt. 
A. Moors.’ 

Addressed : 

Private—free 
John Steele Esquire 

Comptroller &¢ 

City of Washington 

by mail. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


‘Thomas Tudor Tucker, a member of the Continental Congress 
from South Carolina; a member of First and Second Congresses; 
Treasurer of the United States, 1801 to his death, 1828. 

2Alfred Moore, Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, appointed to succeed James Iredell, who died in 1799. 
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John Haywood to John Steele 


RatricH February 23, 1802. 
My dear Sir, 

I thankfully received your friendly and obliging Letter of 
the 18th Ult®. a few days after its date, and immediately pro- 
ceeded to act agreeably to the opinion and advice it contained; 
by sending the Dollars belonging to the State of North Carolina, 
and concerning which I had before done myself the pleasure 
of writing to you, to the Bank of the United States at Nor- 
folk:— The person to whose care this money was committed 
has not yet returned, but in the course of the present Week I 
expect he will do so; when I shall immediately avail myself of 
the permission you kindly gave me, by forwarding to you one 
of the Receipts which I expect to receive from the Cashier of 
the Bank, and by proceeding in other Respects as you advised. 

I hold that our State, as well as myself, will be particularly 
indebted to you; for the disinterested and troublesome part you 
are pleased to offer to act in the business of exchanging her 
Cash for Stock in the funds of the United States: and I shall 
feel myself bound to mention this your obliging and important 
services in proper terms to our next Assembly.— To me, how- 
ever, who have been so frequently under the necessity of troub- 
ling you already, it would have been more pleasant had you 
thought proper to have negotiated this business for the State 
on a Commission :'— I had no hope of getting it done for less 
than 21% pr. cent, and it was with the view and from a wish 
of throwing that Mite, small as it is, in your way, that I at 
first took the liberty of addressing you on the subject: I had 
likewise one other motive for wishing to engage you in this 
business, which grew out of my conviction, that if you under- 
took it, no doubt would remain but it would be properly 
done:—The sum forwarded to the Bank is, Sixteen Thousand 
five hundred Dollars ($16,500): for the vesting of which in 
Stock, I had counted on paying at least four hundred Dollars. 


1The subject of this transaction appears in the letter of Janu- 
ary 6, of Haywood to Steele. See above. Steele’s refusal of a 
commission for his service was entirely in line with right official 
conduct in that he was at the time still Comptroller of the United 
States Treasury. 
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Our Assembly has never yet, I believe, looked forward to 
the necessity of making any provision whatever, which might 
be equal to the meeting the debt reported against N. Carolina 
by the Commissioners who settled the Accounts between the 
individual States and the United States, for expenditures in 
the time of the revolutionary War': On the contrary, the 
people of this State generally, have been long in the habit of 
looking forward to each suceeding session of the Legislature of 
the general Government, in the hope of finding there that 
liberality of conduct and that sisterly & accommodating dis- 
position which it was expected would long ere this have caused 
all such Balances to be wiped off and finally done away :—this 
general hope and expectation among us, we know has not been 
yet realized, and I confess mine have become far less sanguine 
of late than formerly. 

Many of us regret exceedingly here, that there appears to be 
such an increase and such a display of party Spirit in our 
National Legislature, as the whole of the proceedings of the 
present Session would seem so fatally to indicate: possibly, the 
real want of confidence and of friendly intercourse and good 
offices among the members composing the two Houses is not 
so great in fact as it would appear to us here and at a distance. 
I would willingly hope Matters are better in the main, and are 
going on with more cleverness and propriety than from ac- 
counts would seem to be the case: if such unfortunately is not 
the case, the lot of our country is hard and her prospects are 
gloomy indeed. 

For my own part, I do not by any means like the precipitate 
proceedings of the Senate, in regard to the Constitutional ques- 
tions they have lately had before them, respecting the Judi- 
ciary” :— the question was entirely of a nature highly import- 


4The amount of North Carolina’s public debt assumed under the 
plan of Alexander Hamilton in 1790 was $1,793,803.85. This still 
left a balance against her, and due the Federal Government of $501,- 
082. Thus she became one of six states that remained debtors of 
the National Government until Congress finally charged off the 
obligation. See Financial History of the United States, Chap. 8, 
Vol. I, Albert F. Balles. 

“The Federal Judiciary Act, passed February 13, 1801, as one of 
the last measures of the expiring power of the Federalist party, 
had reorganized and greatly expanded the Federal judiciary sys- 
tem. The Republicans coming into power on March 4, 1801, both 
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ant, and,’in my opinion the diversity of opinion in regard to 
it considered, was very hastily decided.— The Second Speech 
of G. Morris,’ appears to me equal to anything of the kind I 
ever read; and, I think, should do honor to any deliberative 
body that ever existed. 


I hope you & yours are in health & happy. 
Your friend 
Joun Haywoop. 


Genl. Steele 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


“Resolved, that the Thanks of the General Assembly be pre- 
“sented to the Hon’ John Steele, for the services by him ren- 
“dered to the Treasurer and State of North Carolina, in pur- 
“chasing a part of the funded Debt of the United States, agree- 
“ably to a Resolution of the last Session of the Legislature, and 
“that His Excellency the Governor make known to MT’. Steele 
“the high sense they entertain of the services by him so ren- 
“dered in that negociation.” 


Ape Stems 8, Dect. 1802 


Copy as passed unanimously by the Assembly. 


as to the Presidency and Congress, determined upon a repeal, par- 
ticularly in that the newly created judicial offices had been hastily 
filled by President John Adams in the dying hours of his adminis- 
tration with ardent Federalists. The Federalists in Senate and 
House fought repeal most strenuously and were beaten only after 
a long-drawn-out parliamentary struggle. The repeal act was 
signed by Jefferson March 8, 1802. See Annals of Congress. Seven'th 
Congress, first session, is largely filled with the debates and ma- 
neuvers over repeal. 

1Gouverneur Morris, Revolutionary patriot and statesman, Senator 
rom New York 1800 to 1803. Morris’ speech to which Haywood 
refers. See Annals of Congress, Seventh Congress, first session, 
p. 76 et seq., strongly opposed repeal of the Judiciary Act. 
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John Haywood to John Steele 


‘ 


RateteH March 6th 1802. 
Dear Sir, 

In consequence of the permission you obligingly gave, in the 
Letter you did me the favor to write me on the 18th January 
last, I now send you herewith enclosed a Receipt from the 
Cashier of the Branch Bank at Norfolk, for Sixteen Thousand 
four hundred and eighty seven Dollars 20/100 by me placed 
in that Bank; and Stated by the Receipts from the Cashier to 
be passed to the credit of the Account of the Treasurer of the 
United States, agreeably to my Letter to him, and to the advice 
and instructions contained in your favor of the 18th Jany. 

I have taken the liberty likewise of sending you enclosed, 
the Letter written by me to the Cashier of the Bank of the 
United States at Philida., in regard to this business of invest- 
ing the Monies above mentioned in the purchase of Stocks of 
the United States; which I beg you to be at the trouble of 
reading, and of forwarding at the proper time:—Should any 
alteration in or addition to this Letter be necessary, I shall be 
much obliged by your making it; if it can properly be done. 

I send you also the Resolution: of our Assembly which em- 
powers me to purchase Stocks with the Cash forwarded to 
Norfolk. 

I feel much at a loss in executing this business, So different 
from any thing I have hitherto had committed to me by the 
State, and should have been at much trouble & difficulty with 
it; but for your friendly advice and assistance :—I shall rejoice 
when it is finished, and have to beg you will be pleased to 
hasten it, as much as you shall deem proper. Those by whom 
the public Money was forwarded to the Bank, were gone twenty 
odd days on that business; but for this delay, the Receipt from 
the Cashier should have been sooner forwarded to you. 

Before this reaches you, I propose Setting out to Tar- 
borough, where I wish to spend a couple of Weeks in attend- 
ing to the Repairs of some Houses I have on a Plantation near 
to that place; if, therefore, there is any deficiency in my Letter 
to the Cashier of the Bank of the United States at Philadelphia, 
which you cannot, or may not think proper to remedy; or, if 
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any other & different authority or Order shall be deemed neces- 
sary from me to him, I have to request you will do me the 
favor to point it out, by a Note directed to me at Tarborough, 
which shall be thankfully and without delay attended to. 

The Debates of Congress with respect to the Judiciary! of 
the general Government, and their proceedings & observations 
in the two Houses in regard to several other Matters and pro- 
visions, have much engaged the public Mind here, and as I 
understand in many other parts of our State:—the evident 
irritability and apparent want of confidence and intercourse 
among the Members, cannot possibly bode the Government any 
good: when, added to this unfortunate state of things, we take 
into view that growing passion for Reform and pulling down 
which is so obvious, and that rancour and animosity which 
mark the debates or Speeches of many of the Members, we can 
but dread the direful effect of party Spirit on their Counsels; 
and fear, lest, at Some unfortunate and disastrous hour, its 
unheeded & baneful influence may lead, even well disposed men, 
to give some vote which may wound and sorely affect that Con- 
stitution on the Soundness and inviolability of which our hap- 
piness & Salvation as a people must depend. With respect to 
the Judiciary, although neither the former not the present 
System may be the best which can possibly be devised; and 
although the System in use may need amendment & should 
have it; yet there is no man who more Sincerely regrets nor 
more entirely condemns those doctrines and refinements on the 
Constitution, which have been advanced on this occasion and 
which go to impair and lessen the independence of a Judge, 
by putting to hazard his tenure in Office even during good be- 
haviour, through the Arm of the Legislature, than I do. I 
have ever valued most highly too that Barrier and Safeguard 
to the individual Citizen which I believe was to be found in 


1An acrimonious debate in Congress—the Seventh Congress, 
1801-1803—over the Republican program of repeal of the Circuit 
Court Act, passed in the dying months of the Administration of John 
Adams, greatly excited public opinion in 1801 and 1802, and led 
directly up to the onslaught the Republican party made on the 
National Judiciary culminating in the impeachment proceedings 
against Judge Samuel Chase in 1805. See Annals of Congress, 
1805. 
17 
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an independent Bench of Judges, in all cases of Laws passed 
by the Legislature which were in opposition to the Spirit & 
provisions of the Constitution; and that such can be passed, 
we have evidence in abundance in our own State, which may 
be found in the Acts passed formerly as well as latterly: I 
lament therefore that it should now be denied by any of our 
Lawgivers, that the Judges of the general Government have 
the power to declare unconstitutional & void any and every 
Law which in truth is & ought to be so; lest unhappily at 
some future day, when times may become worse and men more 
corrupt or less well informed, Laws of the National Legislature 
may be passed which should be found to accord as illy with 
the provisions of the Constitution as those to which I before 
alluded as passed in Carolina. 


Resting as I do, all my Hopes and prospects, as an American, 
on the preservation of the Union & the inviolability of the 
Constitution, I will cherish the hope, that those lowering Clouds 
which to me appear at present to darken our prospects will 
vanish as dreams, and be succeeded by a refulgent Noon; that 
in place of distrust we shall have confidence—in lieu of Hope 
and doubts, assurance—and that our National Legislature may 
become as conspicuous for that urbanity and friendly inter- 
course in business, and for those good Offices toward each other, 
which surely ought to mark the Conduct of the Representatives 
of Sister States, as they now appear to me remarkable for the 
opposites of those traits of character. 


I beg you to be assured of my affectionate Regards and best 


wishes, and to believe me always, as I truly am, much your 


friend & Sert. Joun Haywoop 


Genl. Steele 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 
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Oliv: Wolcott to John Steele 
Lircourietp March 12th 1802. 
My Dear Sir. 

I perceive by the papers, that Duane’s' declaration will be 
verified, “that all the establishments of the Faction will be 
tumbled down one after another” or in federal language that 
the Government will be prostrated. When a State of things, 
exists, which must necessarily produce certain effects, they may 
for every purpose of political reasoning, be considered as ac- 
complished. Serious as the consequences may prove, I am con- 
vinced, that our Government was formed with much delibera- 
tion, which with the exception of a few measures has been 
administered with wisdom & always with Integrity; which has 
produced much happiness & saved us from Ruin during the 
progress of the French Revolution, must soon fail. 

On the subject of Revenue, I am satisfied that Mr. Gallatin 
will find himself mistaken?—I do not believe that the Import 
will produce the sum which he estimates.—but supposing the 
estimates correct, this Revenue will be found greatly inadequate 
to the futwre exigencies of the Country—The true question is 
not whether it is probably sufficient for a few years, but whether 
the peace, credit & security of this Country can be permanently 
supported by means of such a Revenue as we can collect on im- 
ported merchandize when the exigencies occur, which require 
new Expenditures, they will be accompanied with disputes re- 
specting the causes, which rendered them necessary, and the 
best mode of defraying them. He must know little of human 
nature, who supposes that political systems which have been 
once exploded, can ever be revived in their original form, with- 


1William Duane, successor to B. F. Boche as editor of the 
Aurora, and one of the most powerful of the early political editors, 
Duane was a venomous critic of the Adams administration and it 
was against him as much as any single individual that the Alien 
and Sedition Laws were directed. See Payne, G. H., History of 
Journalism in the United States, 175, et seq. 

*Jefferson’s administration had undertaken severe retrenchment 
in expenditure, and the revenue measures proposed by Albert Gal- 
latin, Secretary of the Treasury, were drawn in accordance. See 
“Act making appropriations for the support of Government for 
the year 1802,” approved, May 3, 1802. Annals of Congress, Seventh 
Congress, first session, 1801-1802, p. 1363, et seq. 
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out a general or partial Revolution in Government. It would 
have been more wise in the present administration (if they 
really mean to preserve the Government) not to have touched 
the Revenue System; or to have reduced some Taxes & imposed 
others in their stead—any change however unimportant in fact, 
would have satisfied most of the party—appearances might in 
this way have been saved—(if they deemed some [sort?] of 
finesse indispensible )—the public burthens might perhaps have 
been more equally distributed: the public confidence preserved 
if not increased & the influence of the administration extended. 

I will not say, that no one of the existing officers, or estab- 
lishments; cannot be spared without injury to the Government, 
but as a general proposition, I hold it to be true, that the 
number & force of those Establishments ought to be increased.— 
I do not mean, for the low & unworthy object of increasing the 
patronage of the Government—but for a correct & efficient 
discharge of the national business—there was but one Depart- 
ment, properly organized, and that one alone, has answered 
the public expectation. 

The Construction given to the Constitution in respect to the 
Judicial power, will produce consequences which will long be 
felt it was justly remarked, that this is not merely a question 
respecting the dismission of a Corps of sixteen Judges‘—it un- 
settles one great maxim upon which all our Governments are 
founded: the shred of a federal judiciary which will be suffered 
to remain, will not after this decision of Congress, be able to 
procure to itself much respect or influence—but bad as this 
consequence is, it is not the worst—all the State judicial estab- 
lishments, are by the force of this precedent, in fact subverted. 

The freedom of our Elections, has been virtually destroyed, 
by the conduct of the President in making new appointments*— 
~ 4Repeal of the Federal Circuit Court Act of the Adams adminis- 
tration was one of the first tasks to which the Seventh Congress 
addressed itself. The Circuit Court Act had greatly expanded the 
Federal Judiciary, creating sixteen new judgeships, and, being 
passed ‘three weeks before the end of Adams’ term of office and 
the supremacy of the Sixth Congress, it appeared to the Repub- 
licans aS a maneuver to find berths for Federalists and to 
strengthen this party’s hold on the Judicial System. The act of 
repeal was approved March 8, 1802. 

*Jefferson strove to equalize the privilege of office after his in- 


auguration, dismissing some Federalists in order to accomplish 
this. 
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he has incited a spirit of rivalship, passion & resentment, which 
is utterly uncontrolable. Every four years, while the present 
govt. lasts we shall be called to elect a President and with him 
a compleat sett of executive officers, down to the most subordi- 
nate grades. The passions which will be incited by rival Can- 
didates, will soon render peacable Elections impracticable— 
Some person must always possess the real or nominal tittle of 
first Magistrate: it will not be long before his legal tittle will 
be disputed & then the Drama, which is now preparing will 
close. 

I have expressed my fears in the form of predictions; but I 
pray God they may never be realized— I feel an attachment 
to the present form of Government, which I shall never feel 
for any Substitute—but I do believe the policy which is now 
pursued will change, corrupt & subvert it. 

It does my Heart good to find that so many honest men per- 
ceive & declare the Truth—among the speeches in Congress 
that I have yet seen, that of your friend, Mr. Henderson! is one 
which I like best—it is unfortunate that such men are in the 
minority, but it is a great blessing that our Country possesses 
them:— They are the Salt of the Earth & if we are saved 
from the putrefaction of Democratic Philosophy, they must 
preserve us. 

Mrs. W. joins in compts to Miss Steele. I am Dr. Sir, 


Yrs. with truth 
Ouiv. Wotcort. 
Jno. Steele Esqr. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


1Archibald Henderson, representing the “Salisbury District’ in 
the Seventh Congress. His was one of the ablest speeches, made 
against the repeal of the Circuit Court Act. For it see Annals of 
Congress, Seventh Congress, First Session, 1801-1802, pp. 523-545. 
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Albert Gallatin to (John) Steele 
[Mar. 27, 1802] 


‘ 


Dear Sir 

I want to write an answer to Mr. Gelston’s letter, though 
regularly he ought to have applied to you for advice. It seems 
to me that under the 62d Sect. of the collection law, the col- 
lector is sole judge of the sufficiency of the sureties offered, & 
if none satisfactory is offered, of the amount of goods which 
should be delivered as a deposit. In both cases his discretion 
is the only guide; yet it appears to me that it 1s unreasonable 
to detain the whole of the merchandize—Will you be good 
enough to communicate to me your opinion? 

j Your’s sincerely 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 
March 27th 1802. 
Mr. Steele. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Albert Gallatin to (John) Steele 


[ Mar. 30, 1802] 

Dear Sir 

As the 15 per cent additional allowance is not yet made, it 
will be best for this quarter, to pay only one fourth part of 
the sums respectively allowed by the act of March 2d 1799; 
and I wish the accounts to be thus adjusted for each office. 
Your arrangement to take place for the whole year as soon as 
the 15 per cent shall have been allowed. The house have passed 
a partial appropriation bill for the civil list, which as soon 
as it shall have passed the Senate will enable us to pay the 
salary. 

Your assistance is at all times desirable to me; but you must 
consult your convenience & above all your health in fixing the 
time of your temporary absence. I will want myself, for a 
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similar reason, a fortnight relaxation after Congress shall have 
adjourned. 
With sincere esteem & respect 
Iam 
Dear Sir 
Your Obedt. Servt. 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 
March 30th 1802. 
Mr. Steele. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


John Haywood to John Steele 


RateieH March 31st 1802. 
My dear Sir, 

On getting home from Tarborough, to which place I in- 
formed you in my last I was then about to go, I had the 
pleasure to find here your obliging favor of the 3d. Currt., 
covering Mr. Simpsons letter of the 22d. Ulto. to you, with 
respect to the purchase of Stocks: for which, and for the trou- 
ble & friendly attention you have been pleased to pay to this 
my business generally, I would again beg you to accept my 
most Sincere & grateful acknowledgements. 

Before Setting out on my journey to Tarborough, I did my- 
self the pleasure of writing to you; and Sent you enclosed, a 
Receipt from the Cashier of the Bank at Norfolk for the Money 
by me deposited there: I took the liberty of enclosing also, for 
your inspection & correction if necessary, a Letter written by 
me to the Cashier of the Bank of the United States at Phild., 
in conformity to the advice you had formerly been so kind as 
to give me:—I trust my Letter, with its enclosure above men- 
tioned, reached you in safety; and hope they were sufficient 
for the purposes intended :—I write this therefore principally 
with the view of acknowledging the rect. of yours of the 3d 
Currt.—of thanking you for it;—and of requesting that in 
the management of the whole of my business of purchasing 
Stocks, in which you have been pleased thus far so kindly to 
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assist me, you will please to act as you shall judge best & most 
safe & proper, as to the mode, place, time &e. as well as in all 
other respects, without having any regard to any opinion I 
may chance to have let fall on the Subject; as in truth I know 
nothing of the business, nor would I wish to act in it, whilst 
you have leisure and will do me the favor to give the necessary 
orders in regard to it:—I feel much obliged by the caution 
you give me as to the possible failure of Brokers;—and indeed 
your advice & assistance throughout this business; which I 
consider secure & entirely safe under your management; but 
which I am sensible I could not have effected, even to my own 
satisfaction, without your friendly aid:—all I regret is, the 
necessity: [ am under of giving you so much trouble, without 
the benefit intended. 

I trust your present Confinement to your Office will not 
induce a return of the Complaint under which you suffered 
last year; and in this hope I am the more sanguine, on account 
of the Mildness of the late Winter :—We had no Snow Scarcely 
and but little frosty weather. 

I wish Congress would close their Session: I feel doubtful, 
lest finding nothing good to do, they may do mischief. 

My affectionate Regards & best wishes attend you, whilst I 
remain, with the greatest respect & esteem, your friend & Sert. 

Joun Haywoop. 

Genl. Steele. 

Address: 

General Steele 
Washington, 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


James Taylor to John Steele 


[Newsern] April 7th 1802. 
Dear Sir 
I know not how often I have written you, these last twelve 
months past ;—but I know full well, but two letters have I re- 
ceived from you; Could I be satisfied that your friendship, 
which I have considered as the most valuable acquisition of my 
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life was undiminished as I am conscious that it should be; I 
might rest satisfied; But I fear some evil Genius hath inter- 
posed between us; and that—But I will hope rather than fear. 
and will suppose your vocations have been so numerous, that 
your pen & your thoughts must have had other employ, than 
private considerations. 

I wrote you a long string of trifles on the first Feby. the 
packett which contained it, as well as a packett for the War 
department were unavoidably detained here for some days after 
they were written, and to expedite, I sent them by Water. 
From a Gale of wind which shortly after happened, and from 
other circumstances detailed in my official to you of this date, 
the probability is that they are gone to David Jones. 

Indeed as things are situated, I know not what to write. I 
meddle not with politics, and I hope they will not with me; 
to discharge my duty to the public; and to live within a very 
small income, that I may make my boys good Members of 
Society, and my Girls good women, are the chief of my cares; 
to convince my friends that ingratitude is no ingredient in my 
composition, and to hope that every thing is for the best, com- 
pose my principal cares, & hopes. 

My family are well, Mrs. Taylor, as usual, frequently speaks 
with pleasure of you and yours, we did hope, that one at least 
of them would have passed last summer with us but it was 
vain hope—Adieu my Dear Sir, and I beg you will never let 
a thought obtrude itself to the contrary, but that I am and 
ever shall be your Obliged obedient & sincere friend 

James Taytor. 

Addressed : 

(Private) 
The Honorable 
John Steele Esqr. 
City of 
Washington 
Endorsed : 
James Taylor Esq. 
Apl. 8th, 1802. 
Answd. 30th Apl. 
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A(llen) McLane to John Steele 


Witmineton Detaware 
April 10. 1802. 
Respected Sir. 

I believe the goodness of your heart will lead you to pardon 
my intruding on you leisure moments by calling your attention 
to a subject that I am all interested in. 

Since my letter on the subject of the New Castle people’s 
petition for a port of Entry, I learn my objections to their 
scheme has given offence to all that suppose themselves inter- 
ested and those that have an interest in my being turned out 
of office, have managed to revive the persecution that had for 
a time subsided. 

At a late meeting of Republicans in Dover on some general 
Occation, one of my Secret enemies took Occation to mention 
the Scheme of Instructing the President to remove me, as a 
person obnoctious to them and inimical to the President, the 
scheme took with several, and at this time they are circulating 
a paper called, a memorial, to be presented to the President by 
a person selected for that purpose. Such an infamous and un- 
warrantable persecution tends to give me disagreeable sensa- 
tions, and should the scheme succeed will create in me a dis- 
perate spirit of resentment against the instruments of my ruin. 

I am told, that men who did not exist when I was making 
every sacrifice in the Service of my Country, others that was 
in them days subjects of our enemies, and men that I have 
detected by my vigilance in office, Violating our revenue laws, 
Are principals in this combination. 

No doubt they will state any thing and every thing to in- 
fluence the President to gratify them, but I do not despair but 
that his Excellency will continue to regard my past and present 
services, and be firm in the exercise of his independence in 
office, and continue to do me the Justice I have experienced 
from him for the last year. 

You was so good as to offer in My behalf when I saw you 
at Washington, when opportunity presented to speak to the 
President favourable of me and to state to him your Opinion 
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of my merit. I believe this would be a favourable time to im- 
press on his mind, my situation and wishes, and you are war- 
ranted in assuring him, that whatever my enemies may state 
to the contrary I am not his enemy, but a friend to his person, 
and to that independence and Government that I have fought 
and bled to obtain. I have no patience with an imposture that 
would, to serve his own purpose, insinuate that I am anything 
but a Republican. 

Sir, I do not go too far, when I assert that my exertions to 
establish a Republic has been greater than that of all my in- 
sidious enemies, there is living witnesses of this fact, that is 
acquainted with my personal services from the battle of the 
great Bridge near Norfolk, to the surrender of Cornwallis, 
commencing with the year 1775, and ending with that of 1783, 
in which Services I sacrificed an independent living. 

I am satisfied I need say no more to you on this subject, you 
are satisfied, I deserve well of my Country, and I believe you 
will continue to be my friend and render me every service con- 
sistent with duty and your own Interest. Believe me to be 
most Sincerely your friend & very Hhbl Servant, 

A. McLane. 

John Steele Esqr. 


Endorsed: (Steele’s hand) 
Wilmington Del. Ap'. 10. 1802 
Allen McLane Esq’. 
to John Steele. 


Concerning another attempt which he apprehends is in con- 
templation to effect his removal. The Compt". knows nothing 
which he can do with this letter more proper than to submit 
it to the Sect’. of the TreasY, After the candid treatment which 
Mr’. M‘Lane has rec’d. and of which he is fully sensible, he can 
have no reason to doubt the justice of the President. 


A Baicte A 


I have received a similar letter from A. M’Lane. 
A(lbert) G(allatin). 
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A(llen) McLane to John Steele 


Witmineton DELAWARE 
Dr Sir April 19. 1802. 


I was honoured with your favour of the 16th Inst. a friend 
has furnished me with the Extract of a letter he receid from 
Kent County on the subject of McKee’s combination. As it 
accounts for this extraordinary business, I have scent you a 
copy. 

It gives me pleasure that my enemies have to move secretly, 
and that the honest men of the County reprobate the attempt. 
This McKee arrived in this Country from Ireland since our 
Revolutionary war kept a school for some time in Kent County, 
got round one of our rich Widows, married her, which circum- 
stance put him in blast, and now he blows on all Occations, 
professes to be a great patriot and takes the liberty to impeach 
my patriotism, calculating if he can thereby effect my removal 
from office he will provide for his friends, and enable them to 
pay their debts, Nehemiah Tilton Collector Brush to be Deputy, 
and we are to have an Inspector for every Creek, my enemies 
are ignorant of the influence and powers of the Collectors office 
in this district, and over rate them. 

Our commercial prospects, this year are small in this district, 
the peace was a heavy stroke on our Merchants, and the affair 
at St. Domingo has all but compleated their ruin I have not 
taken a bond for duties this month. The few arrivals from 
foreign ports have been in balast. I trust, should Congress 
revise the Collection law, this session, they will not loose sight 
of those facts: If the Several Collectors Returns of Emoluments 
and Expenditures are published. I should be gratified in being 
furnished with a Copy. I am dear Sir 

with sincere respect 
your Obedt. Servant 
John Steele Esqr A. McLane. 
(Enclosure: 1802, Apr. 10; Gentleman in Kent County to 
a friend in Wilmington, Del.) 
Addressed : 
John Steele Esquire. 
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Extracts of a Letter from a Gentleman in Kent County to His 
Friend in Wilmington, Delaware 


Kent County, DELawarE 
April 10. 1802. 
Dr. Sir, 

I have received your favour of the 4th Inst: requiring some 
information respecting a Combination in this county against 
the Collector of Impost &¢. and have collected the following 
circumstances, respecting the assemblage at Cooks in Dover, the 
month of March last.—Doctr. McKee was the most prominent 
Character at this extraordinary meeting, the Apostate Brush 
was at his Elbow and acted as Secretary, Risdon Bishop, John 
Wilds, Daniel Newland, Abraham Pearce, and others of like 
character was present. Much pains was taken to get John 
Fisher to join them but he excused himself. It appears their 
Grand design is to have the old Soldier removed from office to 
effect this they resolved to circulate in the most Secret manner 
through the State, a Memorial to be Signed by his enemies 
which is to be presented to the President zt 7s supposed by 
Brush, McKee is very anxious to get Brush an office that he 
may be able to pay him a considerable Sum of money lent, that 
he cannot otherwise, in all probability recover, as Brush is 
worse than nothing. It is possible with much pains through 
the State many of the Collectors political enemies and others, 
in particular those and their connections that he has detected 
violating the Revenue Laws, will sign. In this age of reason 
it is not difficult to get signers to any Instrument, the Procurer 
has only to address those of his politicks or party, the question 
is, what is it? Answer, for the good of the cause, such a one 
and such a one has signed—then the person signs (if he can 
write, if not the procurer) signs his name for him; 

The Collector’s long vigilant service in Military and Civil 
has made him many enemies, but they are of the most infamous 
kind, I think nevertheless that the Collector has nothing to fear, 
he has many friends, men of Integrity and principle of all 
Sects and parties, and as far as I can collect this combination 
is generally reprobated by all good men. At the same time it 
might not be amiss to look out for squalls. John Dickinson was 
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not at McKee’s meeting he was in Cook’s house that day, and 
was heard to say he would keep his Soul clear of such political 
Persecution. 

The Doct: was so elated after the memorial was agreed to, 
by those present, that he suffered the fiddle to be introduced and 
they all danced. I saw several of them, myself, staggering out 
of the House beastly drunk (the Lord have mercy on us, if 
those are the exclusive patriots that our President is to receive 
his information from, But such infernal Insidious combinations 
cannot have any influence on his Judgment, his knowledge of 
Mankind and good sense is our Security. 

Endorsed: Extract. 

(Enclosed in: 1802, Apr. 19; McLane to Steele). 
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Albert Gallatin to (John) Steele 
[April 19, 1802] 
Dear Sir 

Will you read Mr. Burvr’s' letter, & state what will be a 
proper answer. I intend in that to use your name, that is to 
say, to write that you are of opinion &c. I think they want 
only to give time—and it is strange that he should wish me to 
enter into a negotiation with him when at Charleston, for a 
New York debt. 

The answer to Mr. Randolph? ought also to be guarded, and 
is of the same nature; indeed he acknowledges that, in strict- 
ness, he ought to have addressed his letter to you. A sketch of 
answer to him is enclosed for your consideration. 

Your’s 

Ap. 19th 1802. ALBERT GALLATIN, 

Mr. Steele. 

Address: The Comptroller 


A.L. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


Probably Aaron Burr, Vice-President of the United States dur- 
ing Jefferson’s first administration, 1801-1805. 

*Hither John Randolph of Roanoke, or Edmond Randolph, Sec- 
retary of State in Washington’s second administration, and some- 
time Attorney-General. 
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James Taylor: to John Steele 


23rd. April 1802. 
My dear Sir, 

Your friendly letter of the 29th Ulto. reached me the 20th, 
instant. I had previously scratched you a few sentiments of 
my esteem and indeed when I did so, I had fears, that if you 
had neglected me, it was owing to some unfortunate circum- 
stances, which alone a consciousness of the purity of my esteem 
and friendship for you prevented me, from indulging for any 
time; Your estimable letter came in time, to restore me to 
myself; Receive my best & warmest thanks for it—Your situa- 
tion and views in life can never be indifferent to those, who 
have participated of your regards—and among that Sect, I have 
been proudly honored—to me then, who feel an interest for 
your honor and your welfare, after the confidential Appeal, I 
should betray your confidence, did I refuse to unbosom myself 
to you—If in so doing, I hurt the delicacy of your mind, I 
stand acquitted of improper Homage; you must charge it to 
your own merit. 

Your situation it appears to me, with the present adminis- 
tration, is entirely insulated—You cannot be received in a 
Ministerial capacity—nor in an executive one, exclusively—yet 
you are both—And altho, you are, responsibility in either, is 
detached from your situation, I hold that in a Republican Gov- 
ernment, such as I yet fondly trust our will be, that the posses- 
sion of individual talents belong to the Society when called 
upon—for a commensurate compensation, and the bargain once 
stricken—the obligation is mutually binding. You cannot vol- 
untarily recede from your post, in consequence of not having 
your plans or your objects perfected, any more than you can 
be driven from it, in consequence, of your not according with 
measures proposed and adopted by others— Your continuance 
in office after the change of administration was a pleasing 
dilirium to your friends, and it quieted the clamors of your 
political enemies. It was a proud day to the Federalists, that 
amidst the filth and dirt of party, one No. Carolinian high in 


1See James Taylor to John Steele, June 10, 1801. 
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office—and nearly uncontroulable in fiscal power', stood, ag 
Caesar said his wife should—and prouder would have been the 
day to the president, had he acted with his promised declara- 
tion of conciliating, and put you where you should have been— 
Yet as he did not—it is not in my opinion justifiable in you, 
to withdraw talents from the service of your Country, that 
your Country cannot spare. And in this opinion, I am fortified 
by that of many, indiscriminately attached to the views and 
plans of both parties—or Sects. 

No my friend, stay where you are until you have a formal 
congee, and that I should suppose even in the madness of dis- 
missals will never reach you for tho’, Secretaries may be found 
from New Hampshire to Georgia—I fear Comptrollers could 
not even be procured from Switzerland?— 


Alas my Childrens Country, can the muse 
Behold your shame & yet the blush refuse? 
Behold exotics placed in the highest power, 
The mushroom growth, or barely half an hour, 
Your treasures placed in a Genevans hand. 
Your patriots starving, begging thro’ your land 


To humble prose again—I have said all I can say, respecting 
your questions—There is not one of our Sect, who would wish 
to see you relinquish your post—and if it is a matter of con- 
venience to you, there is not one, but would exclaim against 
your dismissal. Some men of worth, of the other sect, would 
perhaps join with them. But of these we have but few—For 
it is on the infalibility of existing things, that the superstruc- 
ture is raised—May Heaven defend the foundation! ! ! 

A few words of myself and I have done—The office I hold 
(through your friendship) I have endeavored to discharge the 
duties of—they are not of the softer kind—indeed I may say 
with the peruvian prince—“Do I lay on a bed of roses”? Yet 
circumstanced as I have been in life—the emoluments small as 
they are, are convenient to me—But they shall never be con- 
sidered as the price of my political sentiments or of my per- 


1This reference is to Steele’s position as Comptroller of the 
Treasury. 

“This reference is to the Swiss nativity of Albert Gallatin, Jeffer- 
son’s Secretary of the Treasury. 
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sonal esteem. My family are well, my Mary thanks you for 
your recollection of her, and returns it with usury. She begs 
that you will accept her sincere regard—and present her af- 
fectionate wishes to her favorite young friend, your amiable 
daughter. 


Adieu my valued friend—believe me no situation in life, can 
ever influence me to relinquish, the proud and honest boast of 
being sincerely yr. Oblidged & sincere friend 


James TaAytor. 


John Haywood to John Steele 


Raxreieu April 28th 1802. 

Dear Sur 

Your much esteemed favor of the 17th Curr'., accompanied 
by the thirteen transfer Warrants mentioned in it, and by Mr. 
Simpson’s Acct. and Vouchers, showing the expenditure of the 
Money belonging to the State of North Carolina, placed in his 
hands for the purpose of purchasing the Stocks transferred by 
the Warrants above mentioned, are duly received; as were like- 
wise the copy of yours of the 28th of March last to Mr. Simpson, 
and his acknowledgement. of the receipt of that Letter and the 
Money or Treasury Draft it enclosed, to snable him to make 
the purchases aforesaid.— The transfer Warrants have been 
presented, or rather shown, to the Commissioner of Loans for 
North Carolinat; and Mr. Simpson’s Acct. and Vouschers have 
been examined and found entirely plain and correct.—Thus, 
my dear Sir, through your advice and friendly assistance, the 
Trust reposed in me by the Legislature of North Carolina, 
difficult and embarrassing as I was like to find it, is already 
executed in a manner that can but prove satisfactory to all; 
and in such obliging and disinterested way as justly entitles 
you to the acknowledgments of the State, and to more than my 
warmest thanks and gratitude. 


1The Commissioner of Loans for North Carolina was Sherwood 
Haywood, brother of Treasurer John Haywood. 
18 
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I trust your late excursion has been beneficial to you; and, 
as the present Session of Congress must now be near its close, 
your confinement through the business of your office, will not, 
I hope, be long such as to endanger your health :— Our friend 
Mr. Grove! was here on Tuesday last, and mentioned his hav- 
ing met you at Fredericksburg on your return to the Seat of 
Government :— he added much to the happiness of your friends 
in this place by giving it as his opinion that no fatal conse- 
quences were to be apprehended from the indisposition of which 
you complained last year, nor from any disposition to the like 
malady which had shown itself during the late winter :—it 
was feared here that the Pain in your Breast was indicative 
to a predisposition to a consumptive habit :—Mr. Grove thinks 
you are in no danger of this, but through your continual labours 
and confinement to your office; which he says are uncommon 
and too great for any Constitution :— from affection & friendly 
attachment, as well as in gratitude for the many kindnesses and 
favors you have from time to time been pleased to confer on 
us, we all feel a deep concern and much solicitude for the con- 
tinuance of your health :— there is no part of your native state 
in which you have more friends than here; nor have you friends 
in any quarter who feel a greater interest or more pride in 
your political reputation and standing in life: We united in 
hoping the continuance of the well earned character and other 
blessings you at present enjoy: and in this hope & wish, I 
trust you will readily believe, none can more affectionately nor 
sincerely join, than your much obliged and faithful friend 
and Servt. 

Joun Haywoop. 

General Steele 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


1William Barry Grove, representative in Congress of the Fay- 
etteville District. 
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John Steele to Albert Gallatin 


Treasury DeparTMENT, 
ComrrroLuer’s OFrrice, 
June 4, 1802. 
Sir, 

I have seen with no small degree of concern that part of the 
report of the Committee of investigation which relates to the 
expenses of removal from the City of Philadelphia to the 
permanent seat of Government’, and the allusions to it in the 
debate which took place in the House of Representatives on 
the motion for a commitment. It is natural that men unac- 
customed to examine laws with critical attention should adopt 
(with the best intentions) inaccurate opinion of their meaning. 
Instances of this kind occur so frequently in public business, 
that I should not feel, and still less would I be disposed to 
express any regret on the present occasion, if I did not ap- 
prehend that the opinion of so respectable a committee might 
have a tendency to induce you to doubt the legality of your 
own conduct in issuing warrants in favor of M’. Nourse? for 
the use of M'. James*®, and of M*. Woodside* under the same 
appropriation. The Treasury construction is, I believe, de- 
fensible as well in an equitable sense, as according to the strict 


lost of the executive offices were removed from Philadelphia to 
Washington, the new seat of Government, in 1800 and under the 
auspices of a Federalist personnel in the Government. When the 
Republican party came into control of both branches of Govern- 
ment with the inaugura'ttion of Jefferson in 1801 there was some 
disposition on the part of the Congress and President, both pledged 
to strict economy, to look into every item of Government expendi- 
ture for which the Federalist administration had recently been re- 
sponsible. The above letter is sufficiently explanatory of issue, but 
should be read in the light of Steele’s sensitiveness, as a Federalist, 
to Gallatin’s opinion as his superior in the department, particu- 
larly pledged to economy and goaded by a Republican Congress. 
Steele’s personal expense for removal was $254.30; while that 
for his whole office, including himself and fifteen clerks, etc., 
amounted to $3,804.03. See American State Papers, Finance, I, 
811. 

Joseph Nourse, Register of the United States Treasury. His 
personal expense for removal was $799.69, and that of the whole 
Register’s office, including twenty clerks, etc., was $6,157.05. Ameri- 
can State Papers, Finance, I, 812. 

sWilliam James, a clerk in the Register’s office. 

‘John Woodside, a clerk in the Comptroller’s office. 
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letter of the law, and if so, you will not only be satisfied as to 
the legality of the past, but the additional warrant for twenty 
two Dollars and seventy seven Cents, which is necessary to 
close M*. Woodside’s account, will not I hope be longer sus- 
pended. 

It is true as stated by the Committee that “two previous re- 
“quisites of public money, and without which no legal expendt- 
“ture can be made. First, that the expenditure for the object 
“to which it is applied should be authorized by law:— and 
“secondly, that an appropriation should have been made to 
“cover that authorized expense’ These previous requisites 
(with due submission I conceive) are to be found in the VI. 
section ‘of an act passed the 16™. of July 1790, entitled “An 
act for establishing the temporary and permanent seat of Gov- 
ernment of the United States.” <A little attention to the struc- 
ture of this section will be sufficient to satisfy you that it re- 
quires two things: First, that all offices attached to the seat 
of Government should be removed to this District on the first 
monday of December 1800, and secondly, that the duty of re- 
moving them should be performed by their respective holders, 
who from thenceforth declared incapable of exercising their 
official functions elsewhere. Thus not only “the Books, papers, 
records, and Furniture of the respective offices,” as stated by 
the Committee, but the Officers and other persons employed 
therein for the transaction of the public business were also to 
be removed, and “the necessary expense of such removal” is 
provided for, 

When the time fixed for the removal approached, and it be- 
came necessary to prepare for it, it afforded some relief to 
those who were charged with that duty to perceive that the 
law which directed it, admitted of a construction which would 
cover the extraordinary personal expenses to be incurred. The 
public interest, not less than a sense of justice to individuals 
required that such provision should be made, if it did not 
exist :—For though the Officers might direct the removal, and be 
able themselves to incur without indemnity the inconveniences, 
and expenses, it was not in their power to compel the Clerks 
to accompany them, nor would it have been reasonable to ex- 
pect from men with small salaries so great a sacrifice. The 
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law intended, without doubt, that the removal should be such as 
would admit of the commencement, and progress of business at 
the permanent seat of Government with as little interruption as 
possible. In the event of a general resignation of the Clerks, 
or even of numerous resignations, no one knows better than 
yourself the delay and derangement which must have ensued. 
The possibility of this consequence alone would have justified 
a liberal construction.—but if no such apprehension had existed 
the obligation to do right would have remained the same. The 
case of M*. Woodside whose accompt. has been admitted, and 
now awaits your warrant for the final balance shows as plainly 
as any other that could be cited the justice, and the expediency 
of the Treasury construction. To him is confided the important 
duty of re-examining all the accompts of Collectors of the 
Customs reported on by the Auditor. He has a large family, 
and at that time received only an annual salary of six hundred 
Dollars. The accompt of his expenses amounted to four hun- 
dred and fourteen Dollars and two cents, upwards of two thirds 
of his ordinary compensation for an entire year. Can it be sup- 
posed that under such circumstances of a relinquishment of his 
Office could have been avoided if the construction of the Com- 
mittee had obtained at the Treasury? ‘The principle which 
would extend the provision of the Clerks must include also the 
Officers. Difference of station or salary cannot be taken into 
consideration. The law provided for both; but confines the 
allowances to the necessary, or in other words to the unavoidable 
expenses of the removal. It makes no discrimination between 
Officers and Clerks, nor, as is erroniously supposed by the Com- 
mittee, between the necessary furniture of the individuals and 
of the Offices. It is certainly no part of the ordinary duties of 
an Officer, or Clerk, to remove his Office, and himself and 
Family from the City of Philadelphia to the City of Washing- 
ton a distance of one hundred and fifty miles:—the law how- 
ever, directs this extra service to be performed and makes pro- 
vision, not for the time spent therein, which is compensated by 
fixed annual salaries, but for the expenses incident to vt. The 
Committee have not taken notice of this distinction :—Perhaps 
it did not occur to them. 
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There are other considerations which support the Treasyry 
construction. I will briefly subjoin some of them: When the 
bill for establishing the permanent seat of Government was on 
its passage through Congress in the year 1790, it was considered 
by the friends of that measure an object of importance to have 
its provisions so complete as to render further legislative inter- 
ference unnecessary. The power of the two houses in relation 
to the place of their sessions, by adjournment, rendered any law 
nugatory as to them. It was otherwise with respect to the 
executive Departments. A law being paramount to a vote of 
adjournment, while it remained unrepealed, there would exist 
an obligation to remove, and that the want of means might 
not operate as an obstacle, an appropriation was granted in the 
unlimited terms of the VI‘. section. Any construction caleu- 
lated to retard the removal from Philadelphia, or to produce 
injury to those directed to make it, and of course delay and 
derangement in the public business afterwards, would have been 
inconsistent with the intentions of those who advocated an 
appropriation commensurate to every necessary expense. The 
inefficacy of the construction of the Committee cannot be better 
illustrated than by supposing a case which was once thought 
likely to occur. Had a majority of both houses of Congress, 
when the time of removal arrived, by vote declared a determi- 
nation to coutinue their sessions in the City of Philadelphia, it 
would nevertheless have been the duty of the Executive to obey 
the law, and cause the Offices to be removed. In such a state of 
things a promise to individuals, who were about to incur ex- 
penses which they were unable to afford, that their claims of 
indemnity should be laid before Congress, would have had but 
little influence. It is not probable that a removal, under such 
circumstances, could have been affected without great injury 
to the public service, and yet this is the alternative in which the 
construction of the Committee might possible have ended. The 
law having had its effect without difficulty, obstacles which 
might have retarded, or perhaps totally fustrated its operation 
cannot now be duly appreciated. Things may appear imaginary 
at the present time to many who while the event remained un- 
certain would have thought the course for those who were re- 
sponsible in relation to the removal and its. consequences a plain 
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one; to adopt the construction which would leave nothing at 
hazard. 

Again when the subject was before Congress in the year 1800, 
the House of Representatives passed a bill and sent it to the 
Senate which provided (among other things) for the expense 
of removing the furniture of the President, and for granting to 
each of the clerks one quarters salary in lieu of their expenses. 
Upon its being understood that these appropriations were con- 
sidered superfluous at the Treasury, the two sections granting 
them were struck out by the Senate, to which the House of 
Representatives agreed without hesitation. At that time it 
seemed to be the opinion of those who were disposed to make 
the appropriation, that provision for the removal of the Presi- 
dent’s furniture, and for the expenses of the Clerks were alike 
necessary and proper to be then made. The Committee of In- 
vestigation have separated them, and admitted the one to be 
within the terms of the act of July 1790, but not the other. 
Here is an opinion of the House of Representatives in the year 
1800 at variance with the Report of a Committee of the same 
honb'*. body in 1802 on the same subject. Inasmuch as both 
cannot be correct it is fair to presume that the construction of 
the Treasury, adopted in the year 1800 and at that time 
acquiesced in by both houses, will not to a mind like yours 
appear so clearly unauthorized as to merit the imputation 
which the Committee haye been pleased to bestow upon it. 

In the Supreme Court of the United States, February term 
1801 the Clerk requested that the Marshal might be directed to 
pay an accompt which he then presented, containing the fol- 
lowing charges, 

To expenses incured by the removal of the seat of Govern- 
ment, including as well those which were personal as those 
occasioned by the package, porterage, and presentation of the 
public records, and papers..............-...------ 80,” 

To a large Press for the books and papers........ 34.” 


Dollars oA 


At the foot of the accompt containing these charges, the 
Judges, Marshal, Chase and Washington added a certificate in 
the following words.—“The above accompt appears to us to be 
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reasonable’ and subscribed their names, upon which the amount 
was paid by the Marshal and charged to the United States 
among other contingent expenses of the Court. I adduce this 
to show, that three of the Judges of the highest Judicial 
tribunal of the Country, in a case regularly before them, have 
concurred with the opinion entertained at the Treasury that 
not only “the expenses incurred in removing the books, papers, 
records, and furniture of the respective Offices” (as stated by 
the Committee) but also, reasonable personal expenses are 
proper charges against the United States. It establishes the 
point as far as the opinions of three Judges could establish it, 
that such are among “the necessary expenses of removal” and of 
course may be considered within the terms of the appropriation 
made by the VI". section of the act of the 16: of July 1790. 

These are my reflections on that part of the Report which, in 
justice to myself, as well as to others, it behooved me to explain. 
If I have succeeded to your satisfaction, I shall only lament 
that I was not favored by the Committee with an opportunity 
of attempting it, before their opinions were formed, and pub- 
lished. 

I have the honor to be 
Sir, 
With great respect, 
Your Obed*. Servant, 
Albert Gallatin, Esquire. JoHN STEELE. 


(Endorsement) 


Mr. Steele presents the enclosed copy of a letter from him to 
the Secty. of the Treasy. to Mr. Madison for his perusal, and 
requests him to return it when convenient. 


Monday Morng. 
21st June 1802. 


It would be agreeable to Mr. Steele, that the President shd, 
see it; but he supposes the Secty. of the Treasy. may perhaps 
have shown to him the original. 

Mr. Madison having perused the letter of Mr. Steele to the 
Secy. of the Treasury which he was so good as to communicate 
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for that purpose, herewith returns it. Mr. M. gave the Presi- 
dent an opportunity of perusing it also, as intimated by Mr. 
Steele. 

June 29, 1802. 


(Enclosure: N. D; Report on expenses of removal of 
Treasury Department from Philadelphia to Washington. 

Enclosed in: 1802, June 21; Steele to Madison. 

Returned in: 1802, June 24; Madison to Steele) 


A.N. of James Madison. North Carolina Historical Society. 


Nathaniel Macon to John Steele 


Warrenton 7 June 1802 
Sir 

Last evening at this place, I had the pleasure to receive yours 
of the 24 ultomo, I have also had another from you, since I left 
Washington, for both of which accept my sincere thanks. The 
treasury draft on the Collector at Petersburg has not been 
wanted, nor has the delay been the least inconvenient, in fact 
you have acted for me exactly as I would have acted for 
myself, (The draft is received) without the advice you gave, 
I should probably have not done anything more than parted 
with it, without putting my name on it. 

On the subject of our last conversation which is mentioned by 
you, I feel much anxiety, because I am extremely desirous that 
you should not retire’, on this head all the reasons and infor- 
mation formerly urged to you crowd on the mind, it would be 
useless to upset them, but I cannot refrain from saying, that 
I do not know any person that would be so generally acceptable 
as yourself, nor can a stronger proof be given in favor of any 
public character, than that in times when party runs rather 


1Vacon was the one prominent Republican in the State in whom 
the Federalists had confidence and regarded as a man without 
party rancor. Steele had consulted Macon about the question of re- 
tirement from the Comptrollership and had found him of the 
opinion that there was no good ground for such action. 
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high, he should by the faithful & upright discharge of his 
official duty obtain the confidence of all candid men:—But I 
must intreat you to call on me as you go home, & not to make 
any final determination untill we can again see each other, I 
shall be from home next week, and after that, I shall be con- 
stantly there except the 2 & 3 weeks in August, Be so good as 
to write me, the time you will be here—Every one with us 
seems pleased with our public affairs— 


y's. truly & sincerely 
M’. Steele Nartu!. Macon. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


W. Rand to John Steele 


Wasuineton Crry 8. June 1802 

D*, Sur 

Yours of the 27. Feby last came to hand and am happy to 
know that I have run Midas‘ to your satisfaction. I think to 
make one more tryal with him this Autumn should you think 
it right please Write me as early as you can, that I may have 
him in some better Order than he was at last Salisbury races 
that he may Once again mortify his enemies. If you could get 
Leboo or Some Other good four Miles & three Miles Naggs that 
would ans". the Charles Town racers & Cheraw. I think some- 
thing very handsome may be done, however good second rate 
horses would answer the Cheraw, Camden, & P. D. turfs, & bet 
young horses I think least off, Owen to the weights, I wish to 
visit the Southern races again, the people are rich & easy to 
milk having plenty of that much Admired (evil Cash) I have 
made it a rule to take horses on given the One fourth of all such 
sums of Money thay may win) but not accountable for Acci- 
dents that may unavoidably happen them, this I". do again if 


1See note, Heard to Steele, Aug. 4, 1799. 
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they can be had, the Meddrys I am much in favour of they are 
horses of Strength &*. & may be ever depended On, I am D’. Sir 
Yours very Sincerely 
John Steele Esq’. W. Rann 
Addressed :— 
John Steele, esquire, 
Comptr Office 
City 
Washington 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


John Steele to James Madison 


[21 June, 1802] 

Mr. Steele presents the enclosed copy of a letter from him to 
the Secty of the Treasy. to Mr. Madison for his perusal, and 
requests him to return it when convenient. 

Monday Morng. 

21st June 1802. 

It would be agreeable to Mr. Steele, that the President shd. 
see it; but he supposes the Secty of the Treasy may perhaps 
have shown to him the original. 

(Enclosures: 1802, June 4; Steele to Gallatin. 

N.D., Report on expenses of removal of Treasury 
Department from Philadelphia to Washington, Returned in: 
1802, June 24, Madison to Steele.) 


John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


James Madison to John Steele 


[June 24, 1802] 
Mr. Madison having perused the letter of Mr. Steele to the 
Secy. of the Treasury which he was so good as to communicate 
for that purpose, herewith returns it. Mr. M. gave the Presi- 
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dent an opportunity of perusing it also, as intimated by Mr. 
Steele. 


June 24, 1802. 


(Enclosures: 1802, June 4, Steele to Gallatin. 
1802, June 21, Steele to Madison. 
N.D., Report on expenses of removal of Treas- 
ury Department from Philadelphia to Washington.) 


John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


John Steele to President Jefferson 


Wasuineton June 28. 1802 

Sur 

About the 10. of next month, I wish to be favored with your 
permission to visit my family in Carolina. Hitherto a variety 
of considerations have restrained me from removing them to 
this place. Among others a desire not to do anything which 
would render it inconvenient for me to conform to your views, 
whatever they might be, in relation to the disposition of my 
office?. I thought it my duty also to postpone any communica- 
tion of my sentiments to you on this delicate subject until you 
should have had leisure to mature an opinion of my public 
conduct, and until M’. Gallatin (with all the assistance which 
I could give him in the meantime) should have become suf- 
ficiently acquainted with the forms and principles of business 
in the Department to experience no inconvenience from a new 
appointment if that should be your intention, or if circum- 
stances on my part should render a resignation necessary. 
After leaving the seat of Government with the permission which 
I now solicit, I am not certain that it will suit me to return :— 


4As a Federalist, holding over in an appointive office under a 
Republican administration, Steele keenly realized the insecurity of 
his tenure, threatened alike by his own regard for consistency in the 
eyes of his own party and by the possibility of removal at the 
hands of a president in whose party fortunes he had no sympa- 
thetic interest. The rule of conduct would be clear today; but in 
1802 a new party was for the first time taking over the reins of 
government, and hence party precedent was not yet set. 
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but if I should conclude to do so my family will accompany me 
about the beginning of October and in deliberating with them 
in the course of the summer on a step which must be attended 
with trouble, and the sacrifice of many domestic comforts, it 
will be extremely gratifying to me to be certain that I under- 
stand your wishes. The politeness with which you have 
uniformly honored me since our first acquaintance, and a cer- 
tain bias which is inseparable from the reflection that we are 
citizens of the same Geographical section of the United States 
cannot but increase my reluctance to withdraw my services if 
they are considered of any importance to your administration. 
Salary although necessary to me in relation to my private cir- 
cumstances, is far from being my principal object in serving 
the public. In a country as free as this happily is, a man 
should have higher and better views. Mine are regulated by a 
desire to be useful, and in that way to acquire reputation, by 
deserving it. I am sensible however that in times lke the 
present, it is not possible for any man to continue in such an 
office, with satisfaction to himself, or advantage to the public, 
unless he can have reason to be assured that your confidence in 
his fitness is entire. 
I have the honor to be 
Sir, 
With sentiments of perfect respect 
Your most obedient serv‘. 
Thomas Jefferson Esq’. 
President of the 
U. States. 

Endorsed in Steele’s hand: “Rough draft of a letter to the 

President of the U. States, June 28%, 1802.” 


John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Th(omas) Jefferson to John Steele 


Wasuineton June 30, 1802. 
Dear Sir 
A press of business yesterday prevented my answering your 
letter received the evening before. I am happy in the occasion 
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it presents of assuring you unequivocally that I have been en- 
tirely satisfied with your conduct in office; that I consider it 
for the public benefit that you should continue, & that I never 
have for one moment entertained a wish to the contrary. I will 
add, and with sincerity, that I should with great regret see any 
circumstances arise which should render your continuance in 
office inconsistent with your domestic interests, or comfort; the 
possibility of which is intimated in your letter. Your delibera- 
tions with your family therefore on their removal hither, may 
be safely bottomed on the sincerity of these dispositions on my 
part, & I shall be happy that they should have their just weight 
in determining their & your resolutions in favor of that 
measure. With respect to your absence, I have too much con- 
fidence in your own sense of the public interest to imagine you 
would propose it, were any public inconvenience to ensue, on 
this subject yourself & Mr. Gallatin will make your own 
arrangements. it is expected there will be a general recess of 
the Executive about the last week of the ensuing month, to seek 
situations in which we have more confidence to pass the months 
of August & September, so unfavorable to health. I mention 
this merely for your information, and as it may enable you, 
with perhaps more satisfaction to yourself, to arrange your 
own movements. I pray you to accept assurances of my esteem 
& high consideration. 
Tu: JEFFERSON. 
John Steele esq. 
Addressed: John Steele esquire 
Comptroller 
of the Treasury. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


(John Steele) to Treasury Department 
Treasy. Dept. 


Comptrs. office June 1802. 


I reject this report for the following reasons, 
Vizt. 


1st. There is no resolution of Congress, or law of the present 
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Government which authorizes the allowance of depreciation on 
that description of paper called new emissions. It was not until 
after Genl. Hazen had received the warrants for the two sums 
making together $7000 charged to him above, that the resolu- 
tion of the 2d. of Augt. 1781 was passed in favor of the Officers 
of the civil list. A resolution dated subsequently to the receipt 
of these warrants and confined to the civil list, cannot be ex- 
tended to the case of Genl. Hazen. The words of the resolution 
will not admit such a construction. 


2d. When the certificate of registered debt for $6386. 2 specie 
with interest from the 1st of May 1781 issued in favor of Genl. 
Hazen the credit accompt originally opened in his favor for 
$13386.2 was closed. This happened on the 29th of May 1789 
and shows that the Officers of the Treasy. did not at that time 
consider themselves authorized to allow depreciation on the 
payments to Genl. Hazen in New emissions. If there was no 
authority then there exists none NOW, and consequently the 
liquidation mentioned in the report of Mr. Handy must be 
understood to have had reference to a future allowance by 
Congress under a general, or special act, and not to a revision 
of the settlement then made, at the Treasy., without such act. 

The paper, or certificate upon which this report is founded 
was presented to the Treasy. about the beginning of Jany. 1799 
with a view to save it from the supposed operation of the act 
of Congress of the 9th of July 1798 limiting the time within 
which claims agt. the United States, for Credits on the books of 
the Treasury shd. be presented to the 1st of March 1799 :—but 
upon examination it appeared that there was no credit on this 
accompt in favor of Genl. Hazen on the books of the Treasy. 
after the 29th. of May 1789, and consequently the presentation 
of the paper in Jany. 1799 could avail nothing, inasmuch as it 
was clearly barred by the limitation of the act of the 12th of 
Feby. 1793. 


1Brigadier-General Moses Hazen, born Massachusetts 1733, a 
veteran in the French and Indian War and in the Revolution. He 
was a man of considerable wealth and lost much of his property 
at the hands of the British during the Revolution. For this he 
was indemnified by Act of Congress in recognition of his valuable 
services. He was commissioned a brigadier-general 29 June, 1781; 
retired 1 January, 1783, and died 3 February, 1803. Heitman, 
Army Register, and Appleton, Cyclopedia of American Biography. 
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= 


Endorsed: 


General Hazen. 
Endorsed in pencil: 


The warrant on the Loan Offices of Penn- 
sylvania for 4000 Drs appears to have been paid to the General 
himself on the 23 Augt. 1781—Owing to not being able to find 
the Warrant on the Loan Offices of New Hampshire for the 
3000 Drs. the date of its disposal cannot be ascertained but as 
1000 Drs. thereof were paid to Mr. Pensler on the 30 July 1781, 
it is reasonable to suppose that the remaining 2000 were trans- 
ferred to Leonard Jarvis that the transfer was 
made to Mr. P 


Note—It appears to have been the practice in the offices of 
the Auditor of Accts. immediately on the issu (torn) of a 
warrant, to Debit the Person in whose favor it was drawn, to 
the Officer on whom it was drawn for the amt. of the warrant. 


A.D. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


Oliv(er) Wolcott to John Steele 


Lircu¥rietp June 1802. 
My Dear Sir 

I recd. your favour of May 14th in New York from a friend, 
in whose hands it had been left by Mr. Stoddert—he has gone 
on to Boston—on his return I hope to see him. 

I feel a lively Interest in your welfare & that of other friends, 
at Washington which is increased by the conviction that the 
present administration have at length determined to renounce 
all respect for justice & candour in the pursuit of a fleeting 
pupularity & the gratification of an unfounded resentment. 
The report of the Committee of Investigation’ is the most un- 


+A select committee was appointed by the House of the Seventh 
Congress (December 7, 1801-March 3, 1803) to investigate, “Whether 
moneys drawn from the Treasury have been applied to the ob- 
jects for which they were appropriated.” The design was clearly 
partisan on the part of the Republican majority, the intent being 
to create in the public mind a suspicion unfavorable to the late 
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reasonable & malicious composition which I ever perused,—the 
effect will in the end, be very different from what was intended 
—it will disgrace only the Investigators. 


The progress of public opinion towards right sentiments, is 
as rapid in New England & New York as ought to be desired :-— 
by the time of another election, the counter current will be in 
full force in all the northern Section—You can judge best of 
the Southern States, but I should suppose the the federalists 
were too powerful & respectable even there to be long deprived 
of a popular Influence. 


But a serious question arises, for what do we contend? Is our 
Country to be eternally torn by factions?—Will Demagogues 
allow us no respite till the Government is compleately sub- 
verted ¢ 

There exists a quarrell in New York between the friends of 
Mr. Jeffn. & those of Mr. Burr respecting the publication of a 
Book, which is merely a compilation of the Slanders of Duane, 
Callender &c. It is of no other consequence, than as it illus- 
trates the character of Factions. If Mr. Burr shall be de- 
pressed, (to accomplish which, every effort will be made,) a 
new controversy will arise, between the Livingston’s & Clintons 
—they will contend untill they become a minority & then they 
will again coalesce. 


Mrs. Wolcott rejoices.to hear, that your family are all well 
and she joins me in desiring that our best respects, may be com- 
municated to them. 


Adieu my Dear Sir, may God preserve you, & rest assured of 
the Esteem & affection of yr obed Sevt. 
Outv. Wotcort. 
Mr. Steele. 


N.B. I inclose a number of Warrants for payments into the 
Treasr. which were sent for my signature by Mr. Weldon. 


administration, that of John Adams. The committee produced 
a report in which it charged that the expense of removal of the 
public offices from Philadelphia to Washington, amounting to $32,- 
872.34, “was drawn from the Treasury and expended without any 
legal authority.” See Annals of Congress, Seventh Congress, House 
Proceedings, May 1, 1802. 


ay) 
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Addressed : “3 
The Honble. John Steele 
Washington. 
(Private) 


Endorsed : 
Mr. Wol(cott) 
June 180(2). 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


Albert Gallatin to John Steele 


[July 1, 1802] 

Dear Sir 

I agree with you that those instances are very rare when any 
official document should be given out in order to repel slanders. 
That in question is not certainly one of those where in my 
opinion it was necessary or proper to come forward. I have 
had my share of political abuse & have uniformly thought 
silence to be the most dignified mode to adopt. There may be 
exceptions; but the report of which the Att. Gen.' complains is 
not one. I found, however, that he had pledged himself 
solemnly to contradict it by official document, & could not re- 
fuse complying with his application. 

Your note also came to me late, my letter to the Register 
being out & that to you in the hands of the clerk. 


Yours sincerely 


July 18%. 1802. ALBERT GALLATIN 
Mr. Steele 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


1Levi Lincoln, of Massachusetts, had just become Attorney-General 
by Jefferson’s appointment and confirmation by the Senate. He 
resigned at the end of Jefferson’s first term, and in 1808 was Gov- 
ernor of his State. Partisan spirit was bitter upon Jefferson’s 
assumption of office in 1801, and it was the exceptional man in 
public affairs who did not have to refute charges, or suffer con- 
tumely silently. 
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Thomas Jefferson to John Steele 


[July 1, 1802] 
Th: Jefferson requests the favour of Mr. Steele to dine with 
him on Saturday next the 3rd Inst. at half after three. 
Thursday July 1st 1802. 
The favour of an answer is asked. 
Addressed : 
Mr. Steele. 


A.L. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


(John Steele) tot 


Wasuineton July 15th. 1802. 

Private. 

Dear Sir, 

I suppose you have seen the opinions of Counsel in Phila- 
delphia concerning the duty on refined sugar after the 30th of 
June. Applications have also been made to know whether the 
Drawback of duty on Molasses used in distillation will be 
allowed after the drawback on Spirits exported shall have 
ceased. I am clearly of opinion that it cannot, and considering 
that the greater part of such Spirits is intended for exportation, 
I submit to your consideration whether it may not be for the 
advantage of the Revenue to relinquish the demand for duties 
not ascertained before the expiration of the term fixed by the 
repealing Act. The Distillers will perceive it to be their 
interest to pay the duty on spirits as soon as they are informed 
that they cannot receive the drawback (five cents pr. gal) on 
molasses in any other way. 

With respect to refined Sugar, there is one consideration of 
great weight in favor of the construction contended for by the 
Refiners which altho’ not noticed by their Counsel will certainly 
influence the determination of a court jury. When the law 


4No address, but, from the context, apparently to a subordinate 
in the Comptroller’s office. 
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first went into operation it will appear, upon examination, I 
believe, that all sugar sent out was made subject to the tax 
whether refined before or after the 30th of Sept. 1794. If this 
shd. be correct (and I think it is altho I have not had leisure 
this morning to look into the first correspondence and returns) 
it will be urged with effect that the Government gained as much 
then as will be lost now by yielding the ground taken by the 
Atto. Genl. I will suspend answers to the letters received and 
request the Commr. of the Rev. to do so too until I shall have 
the pleasure of hearing from you on the subject. Let it be as 
soon as possible. 

The enclosed letter of the 7th of July concerng. the Marshals 
is returned to you to be reconsidered. In the hurry of business 
at the time you wrote it, I suppose it escaped yr. notice, that 
the act providing for the second census allows to the Marshal 
of Pennsylvania but $300 and of course we cannot give to the 
former marshal $320. as directed. The act of Apr. 6th. 1802 
also provides that the former Marshal of Maryd. shall partici- 
pate in the distribution of $300 to be allowed for taking the 
census of that state. Be so good as to favor me with your 
directions on this point. The old Marshals of these three 
States being all in arrears at the Treasy. it will be sufft. I pre- 
sume to pass the sums allotted in yr. distribution to their 
respective credits. 


John Steele to Albert Gallatin 


[1802] 
The inclosed is a private letter to the Secty at war but on 
public business.—If the Secty. of the Treasy. will be good 
enough to read it, and shd. concur I will send it. 


J.S. 


I think the principle assumed by the Comptroller perfectly 
sound. 


AG: 


John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 
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James Madison to (John) Steele 


Wasurneton July 19, 1802. 

Dear Sir 

I have recd. your favor inclosing a letter to you from Genl. 
Davie on the subject of Mr. Barnett & Mr. Mountflorence!. 
It may not be improper to enable you to inform General Davie, 
that Mr. Barnett has been appointed Consul at Antwerp, a 
place not unlikely to become soon of importance, & for which 
there have been sundry candidates. It is not known whether it 
will be acceptable to him or not. Should a vice Consulate at 
Paris be deemed expedient by the President the pretensions of 
Mr. Mountflorence with the recommendation of Genl. Davie, 
will of course be brought to his view. 

With great respect & esteem I remain 


Dr. Sir 
Your most Obedt. Servt. 
Mr. Steele. James Mapison. 
Addressed : 
Mr. Steele. 
Endorsed : 


July 19th City of Washington 
Secty of ( ) Mr. Madison. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Tenche Coxe? to Albert Gallatin 


Extract of a letter of M*. Coxe 
Dated 218%. July 1802 


Before I received your letter of the 20 I had heard some 
suggestions of the nature you mention, but was satisfied that 


1See above, John Steele to Montflorence, October 22, 1799. Mont- 
florence had served as secretary to the American Consul General 
in Paris, Fulwar Shipwith, during Adams’s administration. See 
American State Papers, Foreign Relations, II, 8-11, for certain re- 
ports. 

1See Coxe to Steele, November 19, 1793. The above extract of a 
letter from Tenche Coxe to Albert Gallatin, Secretary of the United 
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our Sugar refiners were too intelligent to have submitted to so 
palpable an injustice, & the officers could not have erred so far 
as to demand the duty upon the old stock, as realy existing at 
the close of September 1794—Today I waited on Gen’. M. & 
mentioned that such a suggestion had been made to me, which 
he said had been also asserted to him. I asked the favour of 
examining the papers & found only the quarterly returns of M’. 
Nicholl’s. The amount of the return for the three first months, 


to Dec’. 31. 1794 appears as follows— Duty 
Morgan & Douglass quantity removed................ 00.0 
Cormman Lawler... oa Bee ee 00.0 

Muhlenberg & Lawerswyler.................... TATS Aes 23.56 

Bartholemew & Dorsey..............------------ 1976%%.... 38.35 

Prati Maerken es 2221 e eel ee meas 12713......254.26 

I & BaPennimgtonsaecc ee 21.910.14......411.90 

D",728.07 

Phe eo arch quarter cles, cose yes os er ee ee 3942.13 

JUNG oes became et re nud Mcp ONC ne NE Se 8411.70 

Sept: ane 1 ae Sn on rea eeee Wee Pe pee 5766.22 


From the face of these paper, I had no doubt that the busi- 
ness had been conducted with a full attention to the rights of 
the sugar refiners to be exempted from duty on their old stock 
of Sept’. 1794/ 

Mr. Pennington being the largest refiner, or rather payer of 
duty in 1794, & six of the others being dead or absent, are called 
upon him on the subject having a full confidence in his correct- 
ness and candor. He told me, that he and all the rest were 
aware of their right to an exemption from duty on sugars re- 
fined before October 1794, that they had all made extra quanti- 
ties to avoid the duty, & had paid no duty on their stock refined 
in or before Sept’-1794. From these circumstances that can be 
no doubt of the fact in this division that no duty was paid on 
sugar refined before Oct’. 1794—It appears to me that it should 
be refunded, if it has been so paid in any instance— 

States Treasury from 1801 to 1813, must have been referred by 


Gallatin to Steele for verification, Steele being Comptroller of the 
Treasury at the time. 
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As I considered it indispensibly necessary, that there should 
be no mistake about the payment of duty on the old stock of 
Sugar at the commencement of the Sugar tax, I called on M’. 
Mierken who paid the second greatest amount of duty in the 
quarter ending with Dec’. 1794. I informed him that I found 
such a thing mentioned in different parts of the city, & that I 
was ready to receive from him any evidence that the fact was 
so to be used for the benifit of the refiners—He told me imme- 
diately that their old stock was considerable & made as great 
as possible before October 1794—but that they had never re- 
turned it, as dutiable, nor paid any duty on it—M". Pennington 
& he then agreeing & the accounts being as you have seen there 
is no room to doubt that the execution of the law was com- 
menced by paying, only as the refiners sent out Sugars made 
after Sept’. 30 1794. The duty operated first as you suppose on 
the 15*. Octo". 1794.— 

I have the honor to be & 
Philad*. July 215%. 1802 TrncHEe Coxe 
A Gallatin Esq’@ 


John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Albert Gallatin to John Steele 


New York 21st. July 1802. 
Dear Sir, 

Since writing my letter of yesterday, the following considera- 
tions have occurred to me on the subject of drawbacks on 
domestic refined sugar & distilled spirits. 

Is‘. When the drawback was allowed only by the law laying 
an internal duty, although the drawback may have included not 
only the amount of such internal duty, on that of the duty 
which had been previously paid on the importation of the 
brown sugar or molasses employed in manufacturing the 
refined sugar or distilled spirits, it does not necessarily follow 
that that part of the drawback formerly allowed on account of 
the duty on the importation of the raw article must still be 
paid. As a legal question, it depends on the construction which 
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shall be given the repealing law. That law repeals all the laws 
inforcing internal duties, and unless the payment of that part 
of the drawback shall be considered as being embraced within 
the exception an proviso of that repealing act, it seems that such 
payment must be discontinued. Do the words “sad spirits or 
sugars” in that proviso (of the 3'4 Section of the repealing law) 
apply to spirits & sugars only as may have paid the internal 
duties, or to all domest. dist. spirits & to all domest. ref. sugars? 
Upon the whole, although I have not by me the enacting law, I 
incline in this case to your opinion that the whole drawback 
allowed by such laws ceases in relation to domestic spirits & 
sugars manufactured after 30™ June last. 

II, © But, if a drawback was allowed, previous to the enacting 
the respective laws laying internal duties, on account of the 
duties p*. upon the importation of the raw sugar or molasses, 
or where an additional drawback has been allowed by laws 
laying additional duties on the importation of that article, & 
enacted subsequent to the laws laying the internal duties. 
There & in each of those two cases it appears evident to me 
that such drawback is not repealed or affected by the law 
repealing the internal taxes. 

ITI*. The 14 per cent duty laid on drawbacks in lieu of the 
stamp duty on debentures appears to me to be repealed together 
with the stamp duty. Mr. Rogers the naval officer here believes 
(erroneously I conceive) that the 244 per cent duty on draw- 
backs laid by a subsequent law, that of 1800, is also repealed. 

I do not remember whether there was any limitation in point 
of time for the exportation of refined sugars & dist. spirits, as 
in the case of foreign goods beyond which the drawback could 
not be demanded. May it not be necessary to provide some 
guard against impositions, which may be here-after attempted, 
by trying to obtain drawback on the exportation of sugars & 
spirits manufactured after the 30 of June last? 

The regulations for the New Orleans trade appear, on exami- 
nation, more difficult than I had apprehended especially so far 
as relates to the exemption of duty on foreign goods landed at 
New Orleans. It seems necessary that in that case a certificate 
of the collection of the Atlantic port from where the goods are 
transported to N. Orleans, certifying the payment of duties & 
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demanding the goods should accompany the merchandize, this 
certificate may suffice where the vessel shall go up the Missis- 
sippi Territory without unloading at N. Orleans, but where the 
goods are landed at that place a certificate of the Consul there, 
proving their identity should also be requisite to secure the 
exemption from duty. It is not necessary & it seems dangerous 
to permit the exportation of foreign goods from N. Orleans to 
the Atlantic ports without paying duty on the improbable sup- 
position that they come from the Mississippi Territory. Lead is 
the only article at present which might be thus exported & if 
headed for the atlantic ports may be transported down the 
Mississippi to N. Orleans without paying duty at Lofton hights 
& therefore without paying double duty on its importation in 
the United States. The difficulty in relation to cotton is that 
of ascertaining the place of its growth. Its identity from 
Natches to the atlantic ports may be secured with the help of 
the Consul at N. Orleans. As to waiting vessels, the idea which 
you suggested of their being placed hereby under the same regu- 
lations as registered vessels appears perfectly proper. I wish 
you would find time to throw together all your ideas on that 
subject which you understand much better than I do.* 

With sincere respect & esteem 
Your’s 
Mr Steele ALBERT GALLATIN 
Private. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Rich(ar)d Harison? to David Gelston 


New York 22d July 1802. 
Sur 
I have received your favour of yesterday with a list of Bonds 
inclosed, & enquiries respecting them. Another list, containing 


1This letter has the interest of the simplicity of business, be- 
tween the head of the Treasury of the United States and the 
Comptroller, when our Republic was young. 

*Richard Harrison was Auditor of the United States Treasury 
from 1791 to 1836. He was born in 1750, and died in Washington, 
1¢41. 
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Dates & times of payment, was sometime since handed to me, by 
Mr. Edwd. Livingston ;! but my incessant engagements in Court 
have prevented my giving it the requisite attention. The same 
cause will probably retard the business until the end of the 
present term, when I shall go through my registers, & give you 
the information that you ask. It will probably take about a fort- 
night from that time to complete the business. In the interim I 
presume that application will be made to Mr. Olcott’s, Foley’s 
& Ingraham assignees & those of any other Bankrupt, for the 
money that may be due from them. 

Permit me now to mention what I have already told Mr. 
Livingston, that upon the failure of Messrs. Bernard Hart & 
Simon, Nathan, I took from the former such security as he 
could give for the benefit of the United States; which were notes 
made & endorsed by Oliver Phelps Esqr.; & a bill of exchange 
has lately been remitted to me on account of that gentleman 
payable in about forty days, for the greater part of the money. 
I beg leave further to mention that in the beginning of last 
winter I transmitted my account to the treasury as taxed by the 
Judge, upon which there was due to me a considerable balance. 
No notice has as yet been there taken of it, tho’ I have received 
about sixty dollars since from Mr. Saidler which will form a 
deduction. If you shall be authorized to settle that account, I 
shall be ready at the same time to discharge the two Bonds for 
which the Securities were pledged; otherwise I shall deem 
myself entitled to hold enough to indemnify me. I do not 
apprehend that there can be any difficulty in adjusting this 
account either with you or Mr. Livingston; but if any question 
should arise, I shall be ready to refer it to any Gentleman com- 
petent to judge of the subject. 

I am very respectfully 
. Sir 
Your obedient Servt. 
(signed ) Ricup. Hartson. 
David Gelston Esqr. 
Collector &e. 


1Hdward Livingston was, at this date, United States District At- 
torney for New York. 
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Enelosed in: 1802, July 23, Gallatin to Steele. 
Endorsed: 
Richard Harrison 


to 
David Gelston 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


Albert Gallatin to John Steele 


New Yorx 28d July 1802. 
Dear Sir 

I enclose for your information the answer of R. Harison to 
Mr. Gelston. The amount of bonds I understand in his hands 
is 106,000 dollars. I have told Mr. G. that he must consider 
those bonds in suit as if placed by himself & pursue them as 
if they were his private property. E. Livingston is out of 
town; you see that Harison intends offsetting his claims. I 
think you had better at once write to him how far they are 
admitted & what part you have rejected. 

I also enclose a letter from D. Harris which covers John 
Wickham’s opinion on the subject of bills of A. Brown which 
have been noted & will not probably return protested. I wish 
you to examine it as on my return I will be glad to have your 
opinion on the most proper course. 

Your’s sincerely 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 
(D. Harris’s Letter to be returned 
after perusal to the Secy’s office) 
Mr. Steele. 


(Endorsed ) 

Suspended for conference with the Secty. on the subject 
of Mr. Harrisons claims. An opinion on the case of 
Ag. Brown’s bills, & Mr. Wickham’s opinion to be noted 
thereon. 
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Address: 
John Steele Esqre ‘ 
Comptroller of the Treasury 
of the United States 
City of Washington. 


Enclosure: 1802, July 23, Harrison to Gelston. 


A.L.S. Collections North Carolina Historical Commission. 


James Madison to John Steele 


[July 24, 1802] 

Dear Sir 

I inclose a paper* in which you will find a translation of the 
Document referred to in Mr. McCana’s letter to you. If the 
translation be correct, the French Commisary of Marine, has 
inadvertently transposed the collectors & Naval officers. The 
error can scarcely have failed to excite the attention of the 
American functionaries in France, and to have been ratified 
on their interposition. It may notwithstanding be well to ask 
of Mr. Pichon’ whatever information he can give on the sub- 
ject, and such interposition on his part as may aid in prevent- 
ing consequences of the error. For these purposes I will drop 
him a line without delay. 

With great respect & esteem 
Tam, Yrs. 
July 24, 1802. JamEs Maptson. 


*instead of inclosing the paper I beg leave 
to refer you to the Gazette of the U. S. July 
13, 1802. 


Mr. Steele. 
Addressed : 


John Steele Esqr. Department of State. 
Comptroller of the Treasury. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


1L, A. Pichon, charge @affaires of France in the United States. 
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Albert Gallatin: to John Steele 


New Yorx July 25" 1802. 
Dear Sir 
I enclose copies of two contracts of M™ Coxe’s answers, by 
which you will see that the sugar refiners did not pay duty on 
the sugar received before the 30% Sept. 1794. 


The President has made the following appointments.” 


T Muhlenburg Collect. Philad’. vice Latimer 

T. Coxe Supervisor Pennsylv? vice Muhlenberg 
John Page Collector Petersburg vice Heath 
Henry Warren d° Marblehead vice Gerry 

W. Lyman a? Newberry port vice Tyng 

Lee ae Salem vice Hiller 


At M* Latimer’s request his successor is to take the office 
on 18 of next month, which I mention that the instruction may 
be prepared & commissions transmitted without delay. His is 
accepted as a registration, the three enclosed, which, after 
perusal, I will thank you to give to M" Shelden to be filed 
will, however explain how he came to resign. I do not expect 


1Albert Gallatin, Secretary of the Treasury during the first three 
Republican administrations, 1801-1813, was born in Geneva, Swit- 
zerland, January 29, 1761, immigrated to America in 1780, settled in 
Western Pennsylvania and became a prominent leader of the Re- 
publican party of that State during the early years of the Republic. 
In 1793 he was elected to the United States Senate but never 
seated because he had not been nine years a citizen of the United 
States. In 1795 he was elected to the Lower House of Congress and 
served here as an able exponent of Republican principles and 
policies until Jefferson called him to the Treasury Department in 
1801. In 1813 he served on an unsuccessful mission to Russia; 
and in 1815 was appointed minister to France, and in 1826 as envoy 
extraordinary to Great Britain. He died August 12, 1849. 

?Revenue appointees made by Jefferson, and under the super- 
vision of the Treasury Department. Steele was yet in the Comp- 
troller’s office, resigning in the latter part of this year. 


302 Tuer Nortru Carorrna Histortcat ComMIssion 


any answer to this letter as I will be with you before it would 
reach me. Your’s sincerely 
ALBERT GALLATIN 


‘ 


M’ Steele 
Private letter from the Sect¥ of the Treasury 
at New York 
in July 1802 (Endorsed by Steele) 
(Private) 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


(John Steele) to John Hopkins 


Wasuineton July 28th. 1802. 
Confidential. 
Dear Sir, 

It came to my knowledge this morning for the first time, 
and very unexpectedly that Colo. Hetht has been removed, and 
Mr. Page appointed in his place. Some late occurances un- 
known to any officer of the Government but Colo. Heth and 
myself, and of course wholly unconnected with his removal 
have rendered it peculiarly distressing to me. I allude to cer- 
tain letters which passed in the course of the spring, & sum- 
mer between us in which he expressed an apprehension that 
my mind had received impressions unfavorable to him. I 
frankly own to you that I have frequently thought him un- 
fortunate in his temper, and manner of doing business, but 
these defects in my estimation were greatly over balanced by 
other good qualities which he possessed as an Officer. I write 
you this in confidence. If it shd. be convenient to you, do me 
the favor to assure him of my regard, and the unfeigned regret 
with which I shall be the organ of communicating to him his 
dismission from office. 

I am &e. 
John Hopkins, Esgqr. 
Commr. Loans 
Richmond. 


+Lieutenant-Colonel William Heth, of Virginia. A member of 
General Richard Montgomery’s expedition against Quebec in the 
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Joseph Chambers to John Steele 


PurILavELPuia July 29th 1802. 
My Dear Sir, 


I duly received your kind favor of the 19. inst: enclosing a 
letter from my Father. 


The alarm of the fever, tho considerable on my arrival at 
this place, and in my opinion justly so, has by the exertion of 
this Board of health and others, been suspended until yesterday 
morning when it was reported one or two of the persons who 
had attended on those who had died, with the Mercantile bilious 
(not contagious) fever, had also died with this very same 
Bilious fever which has given fresh alarm. 


Many citizens have removed and are removing to the country. 
I shall leave this place for Pittsburg as soon as I obtain the 
Invoices of the goods that are intended to be placed under my 
Superintendence, which are now preparing. 

I have received instructions from Genl. Irvine? for my gov- 
ernment as Factor”, which are as far as they go, satisfactory, 
he having submitted some material points for the Secretary of 
Wars decision which when given he promises to forward. 


American Revolution, and wounded. In 1777 he was appointed 
lieutenant-colonel of the Third Virginia Regiment. After the war 
he received at the hands of President Washington an appointment 
in the revenue service in his native state. He was the grandfather 
of Gen. Henry Heth, of-the Civil War, in the Confederate service. 
Appleton, Cyc. Amer. Biog. III, 190. 

1William Irvine, born in Ireland, settled at Carlisle, Pennsylvania, 
1763; fought through the Revolution, colonel Seventh Pennsylvania 
Regiment, January, 1777; brigadier-general, 12 May, 1779, with 
command of the defense of the Northwest frontier. He was a 
representative in Congress from 1793 to 1795; Commissioner of 
the United States during the Whiskey Rebellion of 1794. He re- 
moved to Philadelphia, and was Superintendent of Military Stores 
for the United States Government from 1800 until his death in 
1804. Heitman’s Army Register, and Lawman, Dictionary of Con- 
gress. 

2Joseph Chambers, clerk in the Comptroller’s office, had secured 
the appointment, apparently through Steele’s influence, as United 
States Factor to the Choctaw Nation, and was, until 1808, stationed 
at Choctaw Trading House on the Tombigbee River in what was 
then Mississippi Territory. American State Papers, Foreign Re- 
lations, II, 679, passim, for his important functions in our re- 
lations with the Spaniards. 
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I shall conclude by a request that General Steele will often 
let me hear from him, for I do unaffectedly & sincerely assure 
you, that for you I feel an attachment little short of adoration, 

And am truly 
Your much obliged friend 
and Mot. Obt, Servt. 


JOSEPH CHAMBERS. 


x 


General Steele 

P. S. after writing the above I received yours of the 27. inst 
& its enclosures. The report of fever has increased con- 
siderably this day—I shall govern myself accordingly, and hang 
on the skirts of the city until I get the Invoices &e. 

Addressed : 

John. Steele Esquire 
Comptroller of the Treasury 
Washington. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


Joseph Habersham’ to John Steele 
[30 July, 1802] 


embarrassing circumstances as he did.— if there is anything 
wrong I am satisfied it is not the effect of design but the con- 
sequences are the same to my Brothers estate. On this subject 
M*. Kimball is well informed to whom I must refer you for 
particulars. 


1This letter is a fragment from Joseph Habersham, a native of 
Savannah, Georgia, was appointed major of the 1st Georgia battery, 
Feb. 4, 1776, and defended Savannah from a naval attack by the 
British in the following March. He participated in the unsuccessful 
American attack upon Savannah in September, 1779, while it was 
in the hands of the British, and was a lieutenant-colonel at the 
close of the war. In 1785-86 he was a delegate from Georgia to 
the Continental Congress. President Washington appointed him 
U. S. postmaster-general in 1795, and he was continued in office by 
Presidents John Adams and Thomas Jefferson until 1801, when he 
resigned to become president (1802) of the U. S. Branch Bank at 
Savannah, which post he held until his death at Savannah, Nov. 17, 
1815. Nat. Cyc. Amer. Biog., I, 18. 
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M's. Habersham desires to be affectionately remembered to 
your daughter who we presume is with you and when you write 
to Ms. Steel we beg to be kindly remembered to her—though 
I have not been as good as my word in writing to her. We shall 
never forget her. friendly reception of us at your hospitable 
mansion. 

Will you communicate our best wishes for the welfare of our 
friends, Mt & Ms Harrison 
and M'. & M*, McCall? I find 

our old friend M*™ Prince has numbered his days. he lived to 
a good old age, and enjoyed what is the lot of few, Health, 
Wealth and cheerfulness, almost to the last period of Life. 
I am with great regard and esteem Dear Sir 
Y*. Mo. obed sv‘. & friend. 
Jos HapersHaM. 

I have no time to touch 

on politics. When you have 

leisure I would be glad to 

hear from you. 


Savannah, 
30 July 1802. 


John Steele esq. 
Comptroller of the Treasury at the City of Washington. 


[ Endorsed ] : 
Col Habersham 
Savvanah, 30. July 1802. 
Answered. 28. Oct. 1803. 


Richard Harrison, Auditor of the U. S. Treasury from 1791 to 
1836, and Mrs. Harrison were personal friends of the Steeles while 
the latter (father and daughter) were in Philadelphia and Wash- 
ington. Infra, Harrison to Steele, May 2, 1808. 

2Probably the family of Archibald McCall, of Philadelphia, mer- 
chant, and father of Brigadier-General George Archibald McCall, 
who commanded Federal troops at the battle of Mechanicsville, 
June 26, 1862, and subsequently until his capture, June 30, and 
imprisonment in Libby Prison. 


20 
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John Hopkins to John Steele 


+ 


Ricumonp July 31, 1802. 
dear Sur 

I have received with concern your favor of the 28th announc- 
ing the removal of Colo Heth & of the appointment of Mr. 
Page in his place. The system of removal having been so long 
suspended I had consoled myself with the hope that it was at 
an end, but this recent instance (its propriety or justice it is 
not for me to decide) I own induces a belief that it will be 
gone through, and in the general wreck I cannot hope to escape 
nor can I conjecture how long I am destined to an official 
existence. 

I will make it my business to see Colo Heth this day or to- 
morrow and will certainly communicate to him your cordiality 
towards him and your regret on this unpleasant occurrence. 

He is, as you justly observe of an unfortunate temper which 
often hurries him on to unpleasant results, but with all his 
foibles he is certainly a valuable and a virtuous man & I believe 
the United States has never had or ever will have a more faith- 
ful officer. I lament his removal moreover on account of the 
deep sensibility which he will feel on the occasion and although 
he is independent in his pecuniary affairs, yet his habits have 
been formed more for scenes of active public duty than on 
private pursuits. 

Your confidence in this instance claims my thanks and be 
assured it shall remain inviolate. 

With sincere regard 
fam DD sir 
Your Most Ob. Servant 
Jno. Hopxrns. 

John Steele esqr. 
Addressed : 

Private 

John Steele Esqr 
Washington. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 
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John Steele to Oliver Wolcott 


Wasurneton Aug. 5, 1802 
My dear Sir. 

In about an hour I expect to leave this place, and of course 
have not leisure to do more than drop a line or two in haste. 
The enclosed letter’ I have thought might afford you some satis- 
faction It is submitted to your own eye only, in confidence that 
no part of it will be published. My only reason for imposing 
this injunction on you is that I dislike to be made conspicuous, 
and having put my vindication (worn off) the Treasury con- 
struction into au office (off) I do not think that it would pr 
(off) give it further publicity. I do not wish (off) that any of 
the members of Congress sh*. see it, because the subject has al- 
ready excited sufficient sensibility. Besides addressing the 
letter directly to the Sect'’. of the Treasury, I transmitted a 
copy to the Sect’. of the State with request that he would lay 
it before the President, which he did. This I thought was due 
to them, to you and to myself. A sense of self respect would 
not permit me to go further. I hope you will think it sufficient. 
It has long been a maxim with me to avoid newspaper con- 
troversies and await for the justice of the public in preference 
to becoming conspicuous by such discussions. 

Do me the favor to present my best respects to M™. Wolcott 
& family, accept them yourself, and be assured that 

I remain My dear Friend, 
with unfeigred regard 
Yours truly 
JOHN STEELE. 
Oliver Wolcott Esq’. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


1The editor is of the opinion that the letter here referred to is a 
copy of that of June 4, to Albert Gallatin in reference to the investi- 
gation by a committee of the House of Representatives of the 
expense accounts allowed to the executive offices in their removal 
from Philadelphia to Washington in 1800. Wolcott was Secretary of 
the Treasury at the date of removal, and had received his share of 
criticism. Steele had proved to be especially sensitive, and, having 
received an advance of $300 for his personal expense in removal, 
returned $45.70 of this sum to the Treasury. American State 
Papers, Finance, I, 815. 


308 Tue Nortu Carorina HistortcaL ComMiIssion 


. 


John Steele to James Madison* 


Monday Morning [1802] 
Private 
Dear Sir, 

I beg leave to present you the enclosed letters from Gen. 
Davie recommending Mr’. Barrett? and M*. Montflorence® to the 
notice of the Government. As I am not at all acquainted with 
the former, and but Slightly with the latter I wish to be under- 
stood as not offering an opinion concerning the pretentions of 
either ;— indeed I would not have put you to the trouble of 
even reading these letters but to Satisfy the importunity of 
Gen!, Davie who in a late letter which I rec’. from him con- 
tinues to expect that I sh4. do Something, and I know of noth- 
ing else that I can do with propriety. In reply I informed 
him that I would hand these letters to you, or to the President 
as his recommendations. You need not be at the trouble to 
return them. Accept the assurance of my highest respect. 

Joun STEELE. 


M°. Madison. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


1This letter, a copy and without date, was doubtless addressed 
by Steele to Madison between the latter’s assumption of the of- 
fice of Secretary of State, May 2, 1801, and the former’s retirement 
from the Comptrollership of the Treasury, December 10, 1802. 

?Probably William Barrett, who enlisted in the 3d Regiment of 
N. C. Continental troops, at Halifax, Davie’s place of residence, in 
1776, and bore the rank of captain. State Records of N. C., XV, 700. 

‘James Cole Mountflorence. See Steele to Mountflorence, Octo- 
ber 22, 1799. 
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John Steele to William Polk} 


Sarispury Augt. 27, 1802. 
Dear Sir, 

A little before I left the City of Washington the investiga- 
tion? took place which is explained in the papers herewith en- 
closed. As I have had no intercourse with the Gentleman whose 
communication gave rise to it for some years past, I can say 
nothing concerning his motives, or of the necessity of making 
his application to the Treasury. Independently however of 
other considerations I considered it due to the friendship and 
respect which I entertain for you to appraze you of the oc- 
eurrance. This could not be done more satisfactorily than by 
furnishing you with copies of the papers themselves. 

(Copy worn out) essary that you s". take any public notice 
of the application. Should anything occur to induce you to 
to be of a different opinion you will I hope see the propriety 
of regarding this in the light of a private & confidential com- 
munication, and of course keep my name in reserve* 

Iam &. 

*Circumstances which were communicated to me by M’. 
Henderson® in the y’. 1800 at this place induced me to mention 
to him since my return the course which the same affair had 
lately taken. This appears to me to be proper for many reasons. 
He is the only one to whom I have or shall mention it. 

: Yours 
To Col?. Polk (Copy, unsigned ) 
Aug*. 27, 1802 
(Col. William Polk) 


A.L. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


1S$ee note 1 to letter of Polk to Steele, November 28, 1800. Polk 
had been Supervisor of Federal Revenue for North Carolina since 
the State’s entry into the Union and, like Steele, a Federalist in 
politics. 

The papers relative to this investigation are not available to 
the editor, but from the content it is easy to infer that some North 
Carolina Republican, perhaps desirous of the office which Polk 
held, had made certain investigations in the Treasury Department 
looking to his displacement. Polk retained his office until 1804. 

Archibald Henderson (1768-1822), of Salisbury, Rowan county, 
Federalist member of Congress from 1799 to 1803, and member 
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John Steele: (Secretary of Mississippi Territory) to John Steele 


Mississrprr TERRITORY 
Natcuez Septembr. 4th 1802. 
Dear Sir 

I have taken the liberty of enclosing to your care and safe 
delivery a letter to the Honorable Secretary of State—this I 
have have done, lest a Letter from me to that Department might 
be intercepted. 

It relates to representations made to the President of the 
United States, from this Territory, injurious to me in my 
Official Character—altho I am partially possessed of them 
through a friend, I would prefer having them from the Depart- 
ment of State directly. They are base and shall appear false, 
and Malicious—I wish the blame to lay upon the proper au- 
thors of them, and have asked for Copies of any papers or 
Documents, as may tend to the injury of my Reputation. I 
hope they will not be withheld, as that will be shielding the 
real Authors, and compeling me to make the best use of what 
I have already got, perhaps not much to the Advantage of 
those who may withhold them. I do not wish it known that I 
have mentioned the matter to yourself,—not knowing how you 
stand, and lest it might do you an injury. If however you 
should have learned any thing of the affair, or can with safety 
to yourself procure any information on the subject, you will 
oblige me by writing, and I pledge myself your name shall not 
be disclosed. 


of the Commons for the borough of Salisbury, 1807, 1808, 1809, 
1819, 1820. 

1John Steele, Secretary of Mississippi Territory, 1798-1802, was 
born in Virginia, circa, 1755. He had an honorable military rec- 
ord made in the Revolution. Appleton, Cyc. Amer. Biog. V, 660. 
It was this John Steele that was appointed in March, 1798, on a 
commission with Alfred Moore and George Walton to make a treaty 
with the Cherokees. Steele declined the appointment in that he 
was just taking up his duties at Natchez. See American State Pa- 
pers, Indian Affairs, I, 639, 640, 641. The treaty, known as the 
Treaty of Tellico was finally concluded by George Walton and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Butler and signed by them together 
with thirty-nine chiefs and warriors of the Cherokee Indians, 
October 2, 1798. For the treaty see American State Papers, Indian 
Affairs, I, 637-638. 
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Please to acknowledge the receipt of this dispatch, and the 
delivery of the Letter to the Hon. Secy. Other Communica- 
tions have gone on long since, which I presume have got to 
hand— this is written lest they should have miscarried— this 
affair is a profound secret here and no reappointment haveing 
been made to the Office of Secretary, the people have almost 
universally signed an address to me of the most flattering and 
consolatory nature—- the Governor! and two others have refused 
to sign on the ground they pretended of its being Calculated 
to injure the President— I suspect them for making the Com- 
munications alluded to— 

I drew two Bilis dated the 27th Augt. 1802 payable to Samuel 
Postlethwait Merct. of Natchez or order, one for $74.10. being 
the ball of Salary due me the order for $18 due for Office rent 
to the end of my term. 

with high respect I am 
Sir you very humble servant 
JoHN STEELE. 


The Hona. John Steele 
Comptroller for the United States 
City of Washington. 
Addressed : Private 
The Honble John Steele 
Comptroller of the U. S. 
City of Washington. 
Endorsed : 
Colo. John Steele 
to 
John Steele 
Natchez Sept. 4th. 1803 
Concerng. his removal from office. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


1William C. C. Claiborne was governor of the territory. 
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Will(iam) Polk! to (John) Steele N 


Ratzicu Sept. 10th 1802. 
Dear Sir 

Your letter of the 27th ultimo with the inclosures I have 
the honor to acknowledge the receipt of and take this oppor- 
tunity to assure you that I feel a proper sense of the attention 
respect & friendship which has governed you in the communica- 
tion. 

Major Robert Williams about four months ago, informed me 
that Mr. King? had charged me with misapplication of the 
public money, but as he at the same time alleged the same mis- 
conduct towards our friend the Treasurer J. H.?; Mr. Wolcott* 
and others of the Treasury Department of the United States and 
as he moreover was charged with being in some measure de- 
ranged; I took no notice of the information; conceiving the 
charges to have arisen out of an disturbed mind, which was 
more to be pittied than corrected. But I find from your letter 
that Mr. Henderson’ had communicated to you the charge two 
years ago; which was some time before Mr. King entered upon 
his present scene of Life, and at a time too when him and my- 
self were in the habit of a friendly correspondence; which is 
sufficient evidence to shew that the foul design to blast my 
reputation, is not the malidiction of a madman; but the med- 
itated plan of a cool deliberative scoundrel. This mean pitiful 
slanderer I hold in too much contempt at the present to take 
any notice of but circumstanced as I shall shortly be; I hold 
it essentially necessary that I should have a refutation of the 
charge from under the hand of the Secretary of the Treasury 
inasmuch, as the informer has made known the charges to 
some of the Citizens of Iredell County; and no doubt to others 
who will be happy in making use of the story to injure me on 


1See Autobiography of Colonel William Polk, from William Polk 
Mss., Library of Congress, printed in “The Murphy Papers” II, 
400-410, Hoyt, ed. Also Ashe, ed., Biog. Hist. of N. C., II, 361-368. 

?Apparently Samuel King, of Iredell county, and often a Rep- 
resentative in the Assembly after 1809. 

’John Haywood, State Treasurer. 

‘Oliver Wolcott, former Secretary of the United States Treasury. 

5Archibald Henderson, of Salisbury, at this date in Congress. 
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a proper occasion. I well know that the most trifling slander, 
unaccompanyed with the most distant shadow of truth, is too 
often seized with avidity and swelled into a monster of de- 
formity to blacken the fairest character; & I also am aware of 
the difficulty of arresting public opinion even upon the best 
of evidence—It may be, that some Member of the Genl. Assem- 
bly will be in possession of Kings libel; and as it is not im- 
probable, but that my name may be held up as a Candidate at 
the ensuing Assembly for the Chair of the Chief Magistrate of 
the State,t I deer it essential that I should be in possession 
of such a confutation of the charge as would do away every 
suspicion, and I know of no voucher which would have the effect 
so well, as one from the hand of Mr. Gallatin. I am sensible of 
the weight it would have with every Member of the Genl. As- 
sembly. But how I am to procure it is a matter of much con- 
cern to me; because I would not adopt any measure whereby I 
might in the smallest degree implicate you; and I beg you to 
be assured that none shall be persued which shall attach the 
least shadow of suspicion; and on this account as well other 
considerations I take the liberty of asking your advice & 
friendly instruction. 

You will readily see my motive for wishing the refutation in 
the way I have mentioned, and altho’ you thought in your letter 
an official application by me unnecessary, I flatter myself that 
such will now not be your oppinion, and that you will favor me 
with such advice on the subject as will most likely answer my 
views. 

Your friends here are all well and I am assured would feel 
much pleasure in seeing you on your way to Washington an(d) 
none more so than him who is with very sincere respect & esteem 

Dear Sir 
Your obliged friend 
and Humble Servant 
Genl. Steele. Witt: Porx 
Endorsed : 
From Colo Polk, Raleigh 10th Sept. 1802. 

1John Baptista Ashe was elected Governor in December, 1802, 
but died before assuming office. James Turner was then elected 


in Ashe’s stead and served three consecutive annual terms. Polk 
never became Governor. 
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Answd. 30th Sept. 1802. Informing him that my communi 
cations were in confidence, and that no public use, nor any 
official application to the Treasury shd. be founded on them. 
Advised him to write to the Commr. of revenue in general 
terms in answr he wd. probably be explicit upon which the 
way wd. be open to proceed as desired within. Js 


My name on no occasion to become connected with the 
affair. 


(In a different handwriting.) 


P. 8. Information is just received, that on the 5th instant 
a Duel was fought in Newbern between John Stanly & Genl. 
R. D. Spaight. that on the 4th fire the Genl received a Ball 
in his.Body of which he died the next day. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


Nathaniel Macon to John Steel 
Weights Carried at New Market, Viz. 


DS VOATS Olde eet Sects tee 86” 

AEVORTE Ol eerste 100 

Ds VEATS IO: cree ahs. eeae 110 

Gevears Old. s ee tects 120 

7 years & above ................ 130. I never heard of any deduc- 


tion to geldings & fillies as at some Grounds.—J. T. 


Buck Sprine 10 Sep.** 1802 
Sur 
Yours of the 27 ultimo was only received yesterday owing 
to the distance I live from Warrenton, M™. James Turner? be- 
ing here, has furnished the above list as the weights carried at 
Petersburg in Virginia; New Market is the name of the Peters- 
burg turf. 


‘James Turner (1766-1824) was born in Southampton County, Vir- 
ginia. His father removed with his family to Warren (then Bute) 
County, North Carolina in 1770. Though immature in age he saw 
service in the last years of the Revolution, fighting under Gen- 
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He says there are no regular Mile heats at that turf— 
He M’. Turner is on his way to Petersburg, and has promised 
to inquire whether at that ground there is or ever was any fixed 
weights for mile heats, and inform me, if therefore he should 
give any information it shall be communicated—You ought not 
to have said a word as an apoligy because you know to make the 
inquiry for you would afford me pleasure, therefore instead of 

your being my debtor on this head you are the creditor 

I am Sir 
y's. Sincerely 
Nartu!. Macon 


P.S. I shall see M*. Johnston in a few days, and will inquire 


of him 
N.M. 


M’. John Steele 
Comptroller of the Treasury 
of the United States 


now at Salisbury 
N. Carolina 


[ Endorsed :] 
Nat. Macon 
to Free. 
John Steele ; 
Warrenton Sept?. 10". 
1803 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


eral Greene in the same company as his life-long friend, Nathaniel 
Macon. He was frequently in the State Assembly after the Rev- 
olution and on December 4, 1802, was elected Governor of the 
State, and thereafter for two successive annual terms. In 1805 
he was elected United States Senator and served in that office 
until he resigned in 1816 because of ill health. See Ashe, ed. 
Biog. Hist. N. C., III, 412-414. 
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John Steele to Thomas Jefferson 


Sartspury Septem”. 30%. 1802 

Sur 

After leaving the seat of Government on the 6. of Aug*. last 
with the permission which you did me the favor to grant me 
I arrived at this place on the 17". where I found my family in 
their usual health; but I had been at home only a few days 
before nearly the whole of them (M"*. Steele of the number) 
was taken down with a fever which prevails very generally 
among the inhabitants of this part of the country. Scarcely a 
single family in our neighborhood can be said to have escaped. 
Mine continues to be so much indisposed that I am under the 
necessity of relinquishing (for the present) the intention of 
removing them to the seat of Government, and consequently of 
requesting that you will be pleased to accept my resignation of 
the office of Compt’. of the Treasury. With my resignation you 
will I hope have the goodness to accept an assurance, that I am 
duly sensible of your polite treatment and that in future it 
cannot but be a source of pleasing and grateful reflections to me 
to have been invited by you to continue in the public service. 

I have the honor to be, Sir 

with perfect consideration 
Your most ob‘. & hum!. serv‘. 
Thomas Jefferson Esq’. 
President of the U. States. 


A.L. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Note. A letter to the Sect’. of the Treasury of which the 
enclosed is a copy suggests several moves by which the un- 
finished business may be completed. 

[ Copy, unsigned | 
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John Haywood to John Steele 


Raeiex Septm’. 30th. 1802. 
My dear Sir, 

On learning, first from my Brother & afterwards through 
others, that you were at Salisbury; I have, for weeks past, 
postponed doing myself the pleasure of writing to you, and 
offering to you my Congratulations on your being again, after 
so long an absence, in your native State, amidst your friends 
and with your family:—For some time I deferred writing in 
the hope of being enabled, as our Election for Assembly-Men* 
were at hand, to detail to you some laughable incident or Caro- 
lina occurence which, if it failed to excite a smile, might never- 
theless prove my wish to amuse and render my letter less dull: 
Nothing of that kind however has occurred within my knowl- 
edge; and apprehending it will not now be long before you take 
your departure for Washington, I send this to remind you of 
the friendship and respect I bear you, and to assure you of the 
interest I feel and ever shall feel in all that concerns your 
Welfare and happiness. 

I have rejoiced to hear from those who have seen you at 
Salisbury, that you are quite [well?] in health and appear as 
fleshy or more so than at any former period; and trust that 
you found your family and all that interested you in such situa- 
tion as encouraged the happiness you promised yourself from 
your visit to them!—the necessity which probably calls on you 
again to leave them so soon, will no doubt painfully present to 
your mind those sacrifices of domestic Comfort & endearment 
which your distant employment rules you to make; and may 
possibly lead you to think seriously of bidding adieu to public 
life; a measure I have heard mentioned more than once in the 
course of the last Spring, among your friends, as being con- 
templated by you:— I flatter myself however, that be this as 
it may, I shall not be considered impertinent, but on the con- 
trary that you will deem it a proof of my friendship for and 
attachment to you when I venture to offer a request, that when- 
ever such measure shall be thought of with a view of determin- 


1The Assembly representation was chosen in August. 


9 
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ing on it, its possible Consequences may be long and duly 
weighed, as I can but apprehend and forebode a degree of 
ennui if not of discontent as the possible, perhaps, the probable 
consequences of exchanging the Society and manner of life you 
have been now so long accustomed to, for any to be found in 
this Country: added to this, it will be found, perhaps, a cir- 
cumstance not unworthy of consideration on such an occasion, 
that you are yet young; much too young a man to determine 
on retirement; & although you have labored long in the service 
of your Country, that Country will call for and expect your 
further services in some public Capacity or other; when I think 
you will find, that the Interest of this State alone, although 
they are no doubt dear to you, are too simple and few, and 
her business too circumscribed and contracted, to form any field 
of action for the mind which has been long in the habit of 
taking into one comprehensive view and deciding on those of 
the Union.? 

I have been greatly distressed by the unfortunate and un- 
timely fate of our friend Speight,? and have felt much like- 
wise for M™. Stanly: the meloncholy & fatal issue of their 
disagreement has been a source of uneasiness to you likewise, 
I doubt not, as well as to their friends generally :— Speight, 
poor fellow, left a Wife? whom you remember; together with 
four very small children,* the youngest not more than a month 
or six Weeks old.— If he had faults, they appeared to me 
but foibles; while I knew he possessed a thousand virtues; I 
had reason to consider him warm and sincere in his friend- 
ships; he is however gone!— I understand he was entirely col- 
lected and quite himself for many hours before his death, and 
that he bore the pain inseperable from his situation, and con- 


1John Steele did not return to Washington as Comptroller, but 
sent in his resignation to Jefferson in October. 

Richard Dobbs Spaight, Sr., Governor of North Carolina 1792- 
1795, North Carolina Congressman 1782-84 and 1798-1801, was killed 
in a duel September 5, 1802 by John Stanly, North Carolina Con- 
gressman 1801-1803 and 1809-11. The quarrel was political; Spaight 
was a Republican and Stanly a Federalist and both of Craven 
County. 

®’The wife’s maiden name was Polly Leach. 

‘The second of these children, Richard Dobbs Spaight, Jr., was 
a Congressman from North Carolina 1823-25 and Governor of the 
State 1836. 
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templated his approaching dissolution, with all the fortitude 
imagination can conceive. 

When we may have the pleasure of seeing you here, or 
whether I shall ever have that of presenting my little family 
to you myself, I suppose, still remain doubtful, although it 
would be a happiness I have long anxiously desired. JI am 
rich in Children, having a Daughter now in her fourth year, 
whom I think particularly handsome, with fine black Eyes and 
promising and sprightly talents— I have likewise two Sons, 
the oldest about 18 Months old, and the youngest three Months; 
both comely & promising Boys:— The eldest Son, I have 
named John Steele; not only in greatful compliment to my 
friend but in the hope likewise, that by bearing his name, my 
Son may be stimulated to form himself on his model, to im- 
itate his virtues, and simulate his usefulness: the youngest Son 
I call Washington, in the hope that his name too will not be 
left on him, but will urge to virtuous actions and distinguished 
deeds— My oldest Boy is stout and robust, well made, has 
fine expressive Eyes, with remarkably long and black Eye- 
Lashes, and withal has a stout head; a part of the human frame 
with which I remember to have heard you express yourself as 
well pleased when speaking to me of your Son: he begins to 
talk, and, to me, he appears all a Parent could wish The 
youngest Son is more slenderly formed, but as far as I can 
judge of him at this early day. I am happy in thinking him 
too a fine and promising Child. 

Col’. Polk, who will hand you this, can say to you, that we 
have not anything either new or worth mentioning here— My 
Wife is in health, a fond Mother, and would offer her Respects 
to you and to your family, were she acquainted, as she is not, 
I will ask here to offer them for her—to add to my own—and 


1Haywood’s riches in offspring were to increase with the years, 
his children numbering twelve at the date of his death in 1827. 
The eldest, a daughter, referred to above, was named Eliza Eagles 
and was declared by General Lafayette, when he visited Raleigh 
in 1825, to have been the most accomplished woman he had met 
in America. The mother of Haywood’s twelve children was Hliza 
Eagles Williams, a daughter of Colonel John Pugh Williams, who 
served in the Revolution. 

“This son of Steele’s died as an infant. 
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to assure you of the sincere regard and friendly attachment 
with which I remain, just & truly - 
yours, 
Joun Haywoop 
General Steele 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


(John) Steele to Albert Gallatin 


Satispury Septemr. 30th 1802. 
Sir, 

Since my return to this place on the 17th of last month my 
family has been so much indisposed that I have found it im- 
practicable to make any arrangements in my private affairs 
preparatory to their removal to the (torn), and as the time 
is now nearly (torn) the President was kind enough to grant 
(torn) of absence I have concluded to forward by the mail 
which carries this a letter requesting his acceptance of my 
resignation of the office of Comptr. of the Treasy. As he may 
not have returned to the Seat of Government I have supposed 
it wd. be proper to enclose a copy of it to you which for this 
reason he will I hope excuse. In conducting for six years past 
the business of an office distinguished for the labour and re- 
sponsibility which it imposes my first object has constantly 
been, fidelity to the public, the second a respectful deportment 
towards those with whom it was my duty to maintain an official 
intercourse. It will afford me no small degree of gratification 
to understand that I have succeeded in these to your satisfac- 
tion. (torn) ways by which the business of (torn) unfinished 
in consequence of (torn) be compleated. Vizt. 

1st. All warrants reports &c. which have passed under the 
signature of Mr. Rawn, the principal Clerk of the office may 
be transmitted to me by post for the addition of my name 
after having first prepared descriptive lists of them to be re- 
tained in the Department. This mode I would prefer. The 
vouchers to (torn) need not be fo (torn) I would wish (torn) 
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2d. The President (if he shd. be pleased to do so) may 
authorize the principal clerk of the office by special warrant 
to complete the unfinished business of the above descriptions. 
A form for this purpose may be seen by recurring to the author- 
ity given by the President to Mr. Rawn in the year 1797 dur- 
ing my absence to settle the accompt of Edmond Randolph. 
I believe there are other instances. 

3d. If neither of the modes suggested above shd. be ap- 
proved I will proceed immediately to the Seat of Government 
for the purpose of revising and compleating the unfinished 
business at the office in person; but (torn) will not be (torn) 
dispensable. 

My title to compensation will cease from the day of the 
president’s acceptance of my resignation. It has been settled 
I believe, as a rule of the Treasy. that the office is made vacant 
not by the act of resignation; but by the act of the President 
in accepting that (torn) 

(torn) the honor to be, 
Sir, 
with great respect 
Your mot. Obt. Servt. 
The Honble. 
Albert Gallatin Esqr. 
Secty. of the Treasy. 
Endorsed : 
Letter to A. Gallatin Esqr, 
Salisbury, Sept. 30th, 1802. 
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(John Steele) to (Nathaniel) Macon 


Sarispury Septembr. 30th 1802. 
Dear Sir, 

I thank you for your two favors concerning the weights to 
be carried by running horses. The certificate will settle all 
disputes. Our Judges have concluded to fix the same for each 

21 
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day. Between fifteen and twenty horses are in keeping for 
these little purses. It diverts me to see how much the passions 
of men can be excited in competition even for trifles. 

There are few things, my friend, I do assure you which 
could afford me greater pleasure than to pay you a visit in 
Warren :— but in my present circumstances it is totally im- 
practicable. Since the last of Augt. my family have been so 
much indisposed (Mrs. Steele of the number) that I have not 
had it in my power to make any arrangements in my private 
affairs preparatory to their removal to the Seat of Govern- 
ment, and it is too irksome to live there as I have done for 
some time past without them. Thus circumstanced I have 
found myself under the necessity of relinquishing (for the 
present) the intention of returning. The mail which carries 
this carries also a letter to the President requesting him to 
accept my resignation. After the sickly season shall have 
passed, my plan is to amuse myself with improvements in 
agriculture, and as my principal business to resume a course 
of general reading which my appointment six years ago inter- 
rupted. These will fill up my time to the exclusion of poli- 
ticks, and with them I trust every passion which could disturb 
a virtuous and tranquil retirement. I have done justice to 
my feelings by assuring the President “that I am duly sensible 
of his polite treatment and that in future at cannot but be a 
source of pleasing and grateful reflection to me to have been 
invited by him to continue in the office.’ This alludes to a 
letter which he had the goodness to write to me last summer 
before the recess of the Executive in answer to my application 
for leave of absence. The greater part of my letter to the 
Secty. of the Treasy.1 is on business. It contains the follow- 
ing paragraph “In conducting for six years past, the business 
of an office distinguished for the labor and responsibility which 
it wmposes my first object has constantly been, fidelity to the 
public, the second, a respectful deportment towards those with 
whom it was my duty to maintain an official intercourse. It 
will afford me no small degree of gratification to understand 


‘Albert Gallatin was at this time Secretary of the United States 
Treasury. Nathaniel Macon was, in 1802, in his sixth term as 
Representative in Congress. 
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that I have succeeded in these to your satisfaction.” (These 
are the only parts of the two letters worth extracting. I sub- 
mit them to you in confidence. No one here knows any thing 
certain concerning my intentions. Indeed I do not think it 
decorous to express my intentions on the subject publickly 
until after I shall have received information of the President’s 
acceptance of my resignation. Of course I have only stated to 
a few friends in answer to their inquiries that I considered it 
doubtful whether I should be able so to arrange my affairs as 
to admit of my return. To you) 

Mr. Macon. 

Autograph draft. 

Endorsement : 

To 
Mr. Macon 
Sept. 30th. 1802. 


(John Steele) to (John) Haywood 
Sarispury Oct. 18th. 1802. 
My dear friend. 

I had the pleasure by Colo. Polk to receive your favor of 
the 30th Ulto. for which I pray you to accept my grateful 
acknowledgements. The friendly regard which I know you 
feel for me would have induced me to pay you a visit at 
Raleigh for the purpose of conversing with you in an un- 
reserved manner on the subject of my resignation before it was 
finally determined, if I could possibly have made it convenient. 
I arrived at this place on the 17th of Augt. from that time 
until the last of Sept. the date of my resignation nearly the 
whole of my family continued so much indisposed that I could 
not possibly be absent from them. In this situation they were 
when my leave of absence expired, and of course I was re- 
duced to the necessity of requesting an extension of the time, 
or of resigning for I had not been able to make a single arrange- 
ment in my private affairs preparatory to the removal of my 
family to Washington. To live there without them I had 
found by experience to be so irksome that I considered it out 
of the question. After the most serious deliberation which I 
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could bestow on the subject my judgment preponderated, and 
still preponderates in favor of the alternative which I have 
adopted. It would be a very great satisfaction to me to have 
an oppty. of communicating to you in confidence all my reasons. 
Most of them are so entirely personal that the public has noth- 
ing to do with them, and it requires the partiality of friend- 
ship, like yours, to appreciate them with a sufft. share of 
ind (torn) Since the latter part of the year—1800 I have had 
a difficult part to act. Considerations of public duty pointed 
one way, personal dignity and self respect were to be regarded, 
and combined if possible. Perhaps even now my resignation 
will be ascribed to petulence, and an insensibility of the polite- 
ness of those with whom it has been my fortune latterly to 
maintain official intercourse. To avoid this and indeed for 
other proper reasons independently of it, I have studied to 
make the manner of my resignation as respectful as a regard 
to truth would admit. About the last of June in a letter to the 
President requesting leave of absence I intimated the prob- 
ability of a resignation, to which he was pleased to return me 
a polite and flattering answer. In allusion to the wish ex- 
pressed by him at that time, and other instances of his polite- 
ness, I introduced into my letter of resignation the following 
paragraph “With my resignation you will I hope also accept 
an assurance that I am duly sensible of your polite treatment, 
and that in future it will be a source of pleasing and grateful 
reflection to me, to have been invited by you to continue in 
the public service.” The letter is a short one, and this is the 
only part of it worth notice. My letter to the Secty. of the 
Treasy. contains the following “In conducting (for six yrs. 
past) the business of an office distinguished for the labor and 
responsibility which it imposes I have had two objects con- 
stantly &ca.” I wish I could send you copies of the whole, I 
will endeavor to do so by one of our members of Assembly, as 
there is nothing which I desire more concerng. my public char- 
acter and conduct than to merit your approbation. 

Endorsed : 
To Mr. Haywood, 
Octo. 18th, 1803. 
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David Rawn' to John Steele 


Crry or Wasuineton October 29%, 1802 
D, Sir, 

On Saturday last I received through M*. Miller,? your much 
esteemed favor of the 14. instant, enclosing one from M’. 
Chambers* to me and another containing his resignation. By 
this letter I was for the first time informed of your resigna- 
tion, and altho’ on speaking to the Secretary* he told me your 
letter to the President and to him had been received (I think) 
on the Saturday preceeding, yet not a breath on the subject 
had transpired. Your resignation was to me, at the time I 
became acquainted with it, totally unexpected; for altho’ I 
was strongly impressed with the belief for some time after you 
left here, that you would do so, yet as more time had elapsed 
than I supposed you would probably require to make up your 
mind on the point, I confidently hoped that you had concluded 
to continue in the Office; and indeed I was flattering myself 
with the pleasing expectation of seeing you again at the seat 
of government in a very few days! but alas! how delusive were 
my hopes! Your successor® is not yet known. I hope most sin- 
cerely, as well on my own account, as the other Clerks, that 
I may have no other cause to lament the change, than that 
resulting from the loss of an Officer from whom I have unceas- 
ingly experienced the most friendly attentions. It is useless 
however to despond and I will therefore on:y add a wish that 
he may at least partially posess those endearing qualities which 
so pre-eminently distinguished his predecessor. If he should, 
let his political stamp be what it may, it is probable he will 
not descend to those pitiful acts which in my judgment have 
disgraced some of the other newly appointed Officers. 


1Principal clerk to Steele in the Comptroller’s office. 

*Probably William Miller, at this date Commissioner of the Rev- 
enue, having succeeded Tenche Coxe in that office in 1798. 

®*Hither Joseph or Henry Chambers, brothers, sons of Maxwell 
Chambers of Salisbury. Both had been clerks in the Comptroller’s 
office under Steele. 

4Secretary of the Treasury, Albert Gallatin. 

5Andrew Ross became acting-Comptroller until Steele’s successor 
was appointed. 
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I have not understood that the President has yet come to 
a determination, but I am inclined to think from what appears 
to be M’. Gallatin’s opinion, that your attendance here to sanc- 
tion with your signature what has been done in your absence, 
will probably be requested. This, because you seem desirous 
to avoid it, I shall regret, though at the same time I feel great 
pleasure in declaring that your presence once more at the 
seat of Government, would be to me highly gratifying and 
probably very beneficial to many of us. 

I am very sorry to hear of the indisposition of your family. 
The season had been, generally I believe, very sickly; in this 
City and in Georgetown it has been unusually so, of which my 
own family have had a full share. My health, being always 
precarious, seems to be less susceptible of the effects produced 
by the changes in the seasons, than the health of those who 
generally enjoy a greater share of that invaluable blessing. 

I thank you most kindly for your obliging promise that you 
will write to me again shortly and hope nothing may inter- 
vene to delay it beyond the time which you may have allotted 
for that purpose. 

In case you had continued in Office it was my intention 
upon your return, to have made a request on the subject of 
salary. By this I mean that as M*. Jones! receives really, tho’ 
not nominally, a salary of 1800 Dollars and as in the other 
Departments all the Principal Clerks, excepting one, receive 
salaries of 1700 and 1800 Dollars, I thought I had some little 
claim to a compensation of equal amount. If you are of that 
opinion and think you can consistently with propriety say any- 
thing on the subject to the Secretary of the Treasury, it will 
be adding another favor to the numerous ones which you have 
heretofore conferred. That you may understand the allusion 
to M". Jone’s salary, it may be proper to add, (tho’ it is prob- 
able you recollect it) that his stated annual compensation is 
only 1500 Dollars, but then he receives in addition thereto, 300 
Dollars for services termed extra, but wholly performed dur- 
ing the usual Office hour. My present salary is 1650 Dollars. — 


‘Edward Jones, principal clerk to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. 
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Be so ‘obliging as to present my respects to M™. Steele and 
believe me to be.— 
D*. Sir, With sincere esteem and respect, 
Your obliged friend and 
Obedient Servant 
Davin Rawy. 
Jobn Steele Esq. 
P. S. Under cover with this you will find three private 
letters addressed to you. 


Dak: 
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Basil Gaither! to the Citizens of Rowan County 
[Nov. 15, 1802] 


To tue Orrizens or THE County or Rowan. 


Gentlemen. 

Duly impressed with gratitude justly due you, for the long 
and repeated instances of your attachment, and reliance on 
me as your public servant, was I an Orator, words would fail 
and come far short of my feelings of acknowledgement on this . 
occasion. I feel happy in my breast, being contious I have in 
no instance of a public nature, ever departed from what I 
believed my duty and public good. Being advanced in years, 
experiencing a decline of life, thinking it my duty to retire 
from public service, and wind up time things, and prepare for 
that change that is certain to all men—knowing that amongst 
the citizens of so respectable a county, my place can be filled 
with men far superior in ability, and I always would be satis- 
fied with equal integrity; hoping the people will always be 
governed by a view of public good, and ever be guarded against 
any undue influence of faction and party-spirit, which often 


1Basil Gaither, either in the Senate or in the House of Commons, 
continuously represented his county, Rowan, in the State Legisla- 
ture between 1788 and 1802, two years, 1790 and 1798, excepted. 
In 1802 he was a member of the Senate. 
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terminates to disadvantage to the public. This will be con- 
sidered as my intire resignation from being a Candidate to 
represent this county again in General Assembly. I thought 
it right to give this early notice, as the people may turn their 
thoughts on some good man to fill the place; and may my 
successors be always men of far greater abilities, and equally 
attached to the interests of our country, is the wish of 

Your Old Servant, 

Bastz GaITHER. 
November 15, 1802. 


(Endorsement in John Steel’s writing: 
Colo Giather’s printed Address to the people of Rowan.) 
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John Haywood to John Steele 


RateicH 19th Nov; 1802. 
My dear Sir, 

By M*. Beard, who will hand you this and who sets out on 
his return to Salisbury early on the morrow. I had intended 
doing myself the pleasure of writing you a long letter, and had 
set apart this evening as a time I would devote to friendship 
and to you and employ in writing: I have been disappointed, 
through the intrusion of those who supposed they had Claims 
on my attention, and have been prevented from beginning my 
letter until the present moment, when it is well nigh midnight: 
I will at present therefore, only beg you to accept my acknowl- 
edgements for the favor of your Letter, with its enclosure, by 
Col®. Polk; and will shortly avail myself of some more propi- 
tious hour of writing you in answer to it— Your resignation 
is frequently mentioned and talked of in my presence, and the 
reports and Conjectures with respect to the causes of it are so 
unfounded, that it has been with difficulty, more than once, 


1Lewis Beard, of Salisbury, represented Salisbury in the Com- 
mons 1791-92 and Rowan in the Senate in 17938. He was a useful 
citizen) in his county and a large landowner on the Yadkin River. 
See Rumple, History of Rowan County p. 268, for his activities. 
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that I have restrained myself from setting those right who mis- 
conceive and mistake the matter, by making known the whole 
truth, or as much of it as might suffice for that purpose: As 
your communications to me on that subject were in Confidence, 
I have held myself bound to remain silent in regard to them, 
nor have I in any instance deviated from this line of conduct, 
save only when I have heard it suggested that your Resigna- 
tion was probably predicated on a beleif that you would not 
be continued, or that if continued, you might not be agreeable 
to the Chief Magistrate: all such suggestions I have considered 
myself at liberty to contradict, and have invariably and per- 
sistently contradicted them, by pledging myself that neither 
of them were in any sort founded. I have not however, on any 
occasion, attempted to support my assertions in these regards 
by any authority whatever, but have suffered them to rest on 
their own bottom, and have been fortunate enough not to have 
them disputed A report, however, stating that you wrote 
the President and that you received an answer, is abroad, and 
comes from the upper country; it is in some sort founded as to 
the purport of your Letter, but is incorrect as to the answer: 
I heard it mentioned and took on me to say, that the idea held 
out that you did not stand well with the President, or that 
he would be pleased at your resignation, was not true: this is 
all I considered myself at-liberty to say; nor would I have 
ventured to say that, but to contradict those who appeared to 
take a malicious pleasure in mentioning circumstances and 
speaking of an event of which they had no knowledge. 

For my own part, I am, I confess, very and seriously sorry 
that you determined on a Resignation; not only for the reasons 
I have heretofore taken the liberty of suggesting to you, but 
likewise because I consider your retirement as operating un- 
favorable on the interest of the Union, and as a loss to North 
Carolina in particular:— I have been long in the habit of 
considering, that whatever you do is right; and on, that 
ground, comfort myself with the hope, that what you have 
done in this instance also, is right, although, in common with 
your friends here, I am selfish enough to regret, that the 
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Country and they themselves must for the present dispence 
with your official services & personal influence.* 

I had intended to write you a few lines, but have filled my 
sheet: I will add such of the proceedings of our Assembly as 
occur to me; these are, that they have their former Speakers? 
and Olerks? :—that they have appointed Gales* public Printer, 
by a very great Majority—and that they have proposed ballot- 
ting tomorrow for a Governor,® nominating Polk,® Ashe, and 


1Steele remained in office as Comptroller of the Treasury of the 
United States over a year after the Republican party came to 
power in 1801. He was one of the representative Federalists of 
North Carolina whom Jefferson sought to win over to his party 
and insisted upon his remaining in office even after his decision was 
taken (see W. BH. Dodd, Life of Nathaniel Macon, p. 180, quoting 
from Macon MSS). Separation from his family was the formal 
reason assigned by Steele for his resignation; political propriety 
was much whispered) among his friends, and countenanced by 
him, as the proper reason. 

2>Joseph Riddick was annually elected Speaker of the State Sen- 
ate from 1800 to 1811, the Assembly of 1805 excepted. He repre- 
sented Gates County. Stephen Cabarrus, of Chowan, was Speaker 
of the Commons from 1800 to 1805. 

®Montford Stokes, of Wilkes, was clerk of the Senate contin- 
uously from 1799 to 1816 and John Hunt of the Commons from 
1779 to 1806. 

‘The Legislative session of 1800 (November 17-December 20), 
had been the first definite seizure by the Republican party of 
the State patronage and had in that year transfered the public 
printing from the Federalist organ (The North Carolina Minerva 
and Raleigh Advertiser), edited by Abram Hodge and William Boy- 
lan, to Joseph Gales who had in the previous year set up the 
Raleigh Register as the organ of the Republican party. The Gales 
family remained printers to the State until 1825. For an inadequate 
sketch of the veteran editor Joseph Gales, see Wheeler’s Reminis- 
cences and Memoirs, pp. 428-30. 

"The General Assembly of 1802 on November 20 elected John Bap- 
tista Ashe, of Halifax, as Governor. Ashe died on the 27th of the 
same month and before assuming office, and on December 4th the 
Assembly elected James Turner, of Warren. Ashe was a Rev- 
olutionary patriot, a member of the Congress of the Confederation 
1787-88 and a member of the First and Second Congresses. Tur- 
ner was a member of the State Commons from 1798 to 1801) and 
of the Senate in 1801 to 1802. He served three consecutive terms 
as Governor and in 1805 was elected to the United States Senate 
where he served until 1816, resigning because of ill health. See 
Haywood’s sketch of Turner in Biog. Hist. of N. C., Vol. III, pp. 
412-14, 

°Colonel William Polk, recently removed to Raleigh. See his 


note appended to letter of Haywood to Steele of September 30, 
1802 above. 
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Taylor.1—Mr. Beard can give a better detail of this business 
than I can, as he has mixed with the members and been in the 
Assembly Rooms.— If anything takes place in the course of 
the Session which may amuse you, I will do myself the pleasure 
of writing you of it; and, in any event, I will endeavor to make 
you a more suitable return for the favor of your Letter of the 
13th. Ult°— I understand you have not gone to Washington, 
& therefore dispair of seeing you here shortly.— 

My little family are in health and particularly your name- 


sake,” who grows finely— I trust yours have become well as 
the season advances— adieu, & be assured that I am, 
Yours, 


Joun Haywoop 
Gen!. Steele. 
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John Steele to David Rawn 


Satissury Novem’. 25. 1802. 


Dear Sir, 

I had the pleasure two weeks ago to receive your favor of 
the 29, ult®. which I postponed acknowledging until it should 
be ascertained whether my presence would be thought necessary 
at the office or not to complete the unfinished business. The 
kindness of the President and Sect'’ of the Treasury having re- 
lieved me from this journey by the transmission of the papers 
for my signature here I have now only to bid you and the other 
Gentlemen of the office an affectionate adieu.* I need not 
mention their names individually. They are I hope all sensible 
of my regard and after having served so long with them in 


1John Louis Taylor, Fayetteville representative in the Com- 
mons 1792, 1794 and 1795, Superior Court judge 1798-1818, and 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court from its Constitution in 1818, 
to his death in 1829. See Haywood’s sketch in Biog. Hist. of North 
Carolina, Vol. V, pp. 402-06. 

2John Steele Haywood, second child and eldest son of John Hay- 
wood, born in 1801. See Haywood letter to Steele of September 30, 
1802. 

8Steele had resigned, September 30, 1802. 
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perfect harmony that it is natural that I sh'4. be extremely 
solictous for their future welfare. As a body of men tlteir 
qualifications are equal I believe to those of the same number 
of clerks in any of the offices, and it is with sincerity and 
pleasure that I acknowledge their respectful deportment to- 
wards me and the fidelity with which their duties to the public 
have been performed. 

To you M’. Rawn I am under great obligations. Accept my 
unfeigned thanks for all your services, and the obliging disposi- 
tion with which they have uniformly been rendered with my 
thanks to the other Gentlemen of the office. Be pleased also 
to communicate this expression of my regard and do me the 
favor to be assured that I am dear Sir, 

with sentiments of friendship and resp‘ 
Your obliged and hum’. serv‘ 
(Unsigned, copy) 
David Rawn Esq’. 
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John Steele to (Albert) Gallatin 


Private. Satispury Novemr. 25th. 1802. 
Dear Sir, 

The two letters which are enclosed from Mr. Simmons, and 
Mr. McLane Collectors of Charleston, and Delaware were for- 
warded to me from Washington, as you will observe by the 
dates, since my resignation. They are both good officers I be- 
lieve and it gives me pleasure to think that their conduct will 
be judged of by one who entertains the same opinion of them. 
Their letters indicate a state of anxiety and apprehension 
which cannot but excite your sympathy. I sincerely wish some 
mode could be devised by which it might be understood as a 
matter settled by the Administration that after a certain day 
no removals would take place on political grounds and that 
from thenceforth it would only be required of men in office 
to be honest, to be capable, and faithful to the constitution,” 
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leaving ‘to all the free enjoyment of their sentiments without 
prejudice as long as the expression of them shall be regulated 
by truth and a decent respect for the characters and measures 
of those who are entrusted with the principal Departments of 
government. This may not perhaps be practicable, in the pres- 
ent state of party spirit in some places but it would be ap- 
proved by the voice of virtue and patriotism every where, and 
for that reason must sooner or later be adopted. 

JI avail myself of this occasion to solicit your friendship and 
good offices towards the clerks of my late office. It is natural 
that after having served so long with them in perfect harmony 
I should not only be solicitous for their future welfare but 
regret that it is no longer in my power to be useful to them. As 
a body of men their qualifications are equal I believe to those of 
the same number in any of the offices; and it is with sincerity 
and pleasure I bear testimony in favor of their respectful de- 
portment and the fidelity with which their duties have been 
performed. With respect to the principal Clerk Mr. Rawn I 
feel it incumbent on me to say more. He has conducted him- 
self in such manner as to entitle him to my friendship and 
confidence. In all our intercourse I have never had occasion 
to find fault with him which to one who knows as well as your- 
self the variety and extent of his duties and the difficulty of 
obtaining good clerks will be a sufficient recommendation. If 
you can increase his salary an the salaries of any of the other 
Clerks whose services merit it consistently with your general 
arrangements you will confer a favor on me for which I shall 
be very grateful. 

I am Dear Sir, 
with great respect 
Yours 


Jno. STEELE. 
Mr. Gallatin. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 
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John Steele to Albert Gallatin 


Satispury Novembr. 25th 1802. 
Sur 
I am very much obliged to you and to the President for the 
accommodation afforded to me in the manner of completing the 
unfinished business. Your letter of the 5th inst. came to hand 
on friday last but as the post rider continues here only four 
hours it was not in my power to examine the packets and sign 
the papers in time for the Mail of that day. I have now the 
honor by the next succeeding mail to return them all signed 
and enclosed in four packets, as they were (torn) signature, be 
so obliging (torn) to me. I will affix it and return them with 
as little delay as possible. Accept my thanks for the good 
opinion which you have been pleased to express of my public 
conduct, and do me the favor also to be assured that 
I am with great respect 
Sir, 
Your most obt. & huml. Servt. 
J. S. 
Albert Gallatin Esqr. 


Endorsed: Public Letter 
John Steele to 
A. Gallatin 
dated Salisbury Nov. 
1802. 


Private letter of 
date enclosed. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 
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(John Steele) to William Miller? 


Satispury Novemr. 29th 1802. 
My dear Sir, 

I thank you sincerely for your obliging favor of the 29th 
ulto. Through the kindness of the President and Secty. of the 
Treasy. in transmitting certain incomplete documents for my 
signature here, I am relieved from the journey to Washington 
for that purpose, which I apprehended might possibly be 
thought necessary. 1 must therefore beg the favor of you to take 
the trouble of transacting some small matters of business for me. 

Enclosed you have an order for such sums as may be due to 
me on accot. of salary. I have not drawn any since the qr. 
ending with the 30th. of June. It is probable that a part may 
be in the hands of Mr. Rawn,? with respect to the other Mr. 
Gallatin will give you information. My resignation was dated 
the 30th of Sept. and stated that my title to compensation wd. 
cease from the day of the President’s acceptance. Receive the 
amount if you please whatever it may be, and have it invested 
for me in Stock of the Bank of Columbia if Shares can be had 
not exceeding par. Mr. Whann the Cashier was once kind 
enough to do some business for me and to make an offer of his 
future services in that line. Perhaps by speaking to him you 
may be saved the trouble of employing a Broker. When the 
Shares are transferred I’ will thank you to send me the proper 
evidence thereof. 

I also enclose you a power of Attorney to receive from the 
Office of Discount and deposit in Washington two quarters 
interest on a small amount of 8 pr. Ct. Stock. One of them 
will not be payable until the 1st of Jany. next. The interest 
due will then $100. Out of this fund purchase five Maps, and 
send them with my trunk to the Collector of the Customs at 
Norfolk, to be by him forwarded to Mr. Stott at Petersburg. 
Pay all charges to Norfolk. Mr. Stott will pay such as accrue 
afterwards. If any balance remains hold it subject to my order. 

William Miller Esqr. 


1Chief U. S. Revenue Commissioner. 
2David Rawn, principal clerk in the Comptroller’s office. 
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Nathaniel Macon to John Steele 


Wasuineton 8 Dec". 1802 
Sur 

It is sometimes painful to communicate reports which are 
believed to be not true; but it is a sacred duty due to dis- 
interested friendship to make them where character is in some 
measure implicated; perhaps on the present occasion and 
especially as I write under the first impressions my feelings may 
attach much to the report which I am about to relate; if this 
should be the case you will I know freely pardon the fault, and 
duly appreciate the motives. 

Mr’. Nicholson! one of the Representatives of Maryland this 
day told me that at Annapolis on his way to this place, he heard 
M’. Christie? formerly a member of the House of Representa- 
tives of the U. S. also from Maryland, say that M’. Hollings- 
worth the district attorney for the same State, told him that 
you had by your ignorance lost the U. S. twleve thousand 
pounds, M*. Nicholson further told me that he said at the time, 
he did not believe the fact as told by Hollingsworth, he & 
myself mentioned the subject to M’. Gallatin, that I might add 
his authority to my opinion, in contradicting the report when- 
ever I should hear it mentioned. 

The Senate have only 12 members present, nor have I any 
ground to conjecture when a senate will be formed. 

I am with great respect 
Sir 
Y". most obt svt - 
Mr’. Steele Naru! Macon 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


1Joseph Hopper Nicholson (1770-1817), Republican representative 
from Maryland, 1799-1806; Chief Justice of the Sixth Judicial Dis- 
trict of Maryland; Judge of the Court of Appeals. 

*Gabriel Christie, representative from Maryland, 1793-1801. 
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Albert Gallatin to John Steele 


Treasury DrepartMENtT 


December 9%, 1802 
Sir, 

On examing the papers contained in the four packets accom- 
panying your letter of the 25". ultimo, they were found to have 
been all duly countersigned by you, excepting one warrant on 
the Collection of Wilmington, North-Carolina, in favor of the 
Treasurer, for Dollars, 2875 :—which is now returned for the 
purpose of obtaining your signature thereto 

I am, very respectfully, 


Sir, 
Your obed*. Servant 
Treasury Department ALBERT GALLATIN 
John Steele Esq’. 
Salisbury 


North Carolina 
A Gallatin Esq’. 
Decem’. 9%", 1802 
Acknowledged and the warrent returned with a letter dated 
Decem’. 28". 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Th(omas) Jefferson to John Steele 


Wasuineton Dec. 10, 1802. 
Dear Sir 
Your favor of Sep. 30 found me here on the 17th of October ; 
since which the duplicate has been also received. I deferred 
answering until a new appointment should be made. This is 
at length done, and Mr. Duval’s' commission issues today, 


1Gabriel Duval, Representative in Congress from Maryland, 1794- 
1796; United States Comptroller, 1802-1811; Associate Justice 
United States Supreme Court, 1811-1836. Poore, B. P., Political 
Register, 377. 

22 
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which is consequently the termination of yours, a substitute 
having been appointed to act till now. I am really sorry that* 
circumstances different from what you expected when you left 
us, should have changed your determination, and disappointed 
us in the expected society of yourself & family here. I regret 
it the more as I had hoped your agency here might have con- 
tributed to reconcile the opponents of the present authorities, 
if anything could reconcile them short of retaining exclusive 
possession of office. but instead of conciliation their bitterness 
is got to that excess which forbids further attention to them. 
although in a former letter I expressed to you without disguise 
the satisfaction which your conduct in office since my coming 
into the administration had given me, yet I repeat it here with 
pleasure and testify to you that setting just value on the able 
services you rendered the public in the discharge of your 
official duties, I should have seen your continuance in office 
with real pleasure & satisfaction: and I pray you to be assured 
that in the state of retirement you have preferred, you have 
my prayers for your happiness and prosperity and my esteem 
& high consideration. 

THo: JEFFERSON. 
John Steele esq. 
Addressed : 
Th: Jefferson, Pr. U.S. 
JOHN STEELE esquire 
Salisbury N. C. 


Endorsed: 
Washington Decemr. 10th 1802 
Thos. Jefferson President of the U. States 
to 


John Steele. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 
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Jesse Franklin: to John Steele 


Wasuineton 15 December 1802. 
Sur 

The Senate has been a little tardy in convening this Session ; 
on my arrival at this place which was four days after the 
appointed time I found only twelve Senators present, we are 
only eighteen in number now; a Quorum formed yesterday and 
This day recd. the first message from the president of the U. 
States, which I herewith inclose, and I suppose may be Con- 
sidered a sort of index to the Business of the Session, and con- 
tains more information than I can otherwise give for except 

- what is therein we have nothing. 

I had hoped to have meet you here again, but found myself 
disappointed. Gabrial DuVall is your Successor this day Nom- 
inated by the president and confirmd by the Senate. When I 
saw you in Sept. at your own house you told me your family 
was much indisposed. I hope before This they are all restored 
to their good health again. 

Our Session being limited to the third of March I hope no 
great progects in legislation will be attempted particularly 
when the number of great political projectors among us is 
small. 

As we progress in Business I will now and then Drop you 


a line. 
In the mean time Yours 
respectfully 
J. FRANKLIN. 

Addressed : Free Franklin 

Genl. John Steele 

Salisbury 
N. Carolina 
Southern 
Mail 


1Jesse Franklin, of Surry, was a Representative in Congress, 
1795-1797; United States Senator, 1799-1805, and 1807-1813; and 
Governor of North Carolina, December 7, 1820-December 7, 1821. 
He was a Jeffersonian Republican in politics. 
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Endorsed : 
Jesse Franklin 
Washington 15th Decemr. 1802 
And answered 


(Endorsement in different handwriting ) 


As if there could be no human good without a mixture of 
alloy to derogate from its value, the certainty of the cession 
of Louisiana to France and its probable consequences seem cal- 
culated to cast a gloom over the flattering picture of our public 
affairs which the message presents to the people of the U. 
States. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


James Simons! to John Steele 


Cuarteston Dec’. 15. 1802 
Dear Sir, 

Being in the country prevented my answering before now, 
your confidential and very friendly letter of the 25 Noyv’.— 
Accept my friend, my cordial and sincere thanks, for a series 
of attentions and friendships I have always received from you 
while you were in Office, and now that you have retired to 
private life, for so distinguished a mark of your kindness and 
friendship. Your sentiments do you honor, and prove equally 
the goodness of your Heart, as understanding. 

When I heard that you had resigned,” I felt a melancholy 
sensation, to think, I had none of my old brother Officers now 
in administration—I have however received the kindest treat- 
ment from M’. Gallatin,®? and I shall endeavor to merit the 
friendship of your Successor. 


1Merchant and exporter at Charleston, S. C. 

2Steele resigned the Comptrollership of the United States Treas- 
ury, September 30, 1802. 

SAlbert Gallatin, of Pennsylvania, Secretary of the Treasury un- 
der Jefferson and Madison. 
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Now that you have returned to the sweets of private life— 
let me I pray you remember, that you have in me, in Charles- 
ton, a friend, whose pride and pleasure it will always be, to 
serve or oblige you;—If you have Cotton, and Tobacco for 
sale (the price of which you request me to inform you of) 
Send them to me to sell for you, I will obtain the highest 
price, and charge you nothing for so doing—The pleasure of 
serving you, will be far more precious to me, than any pecun- 
lary compensation. 

Black Seed or Long Staple Cotton is in demand at 2/2 & 
2/3 Sterling money—Short Stable, or Green seed Cotton if the 
best Quality, 16 Cents, & 15 Cents pr— for the 24 Quality— 
Now is a good time to send Cotton to Charleston.—Tobacco is 
now 4 Dls. C¥'-W'—The best time to sell Tobacco is from the 
1*t. June to 15*. Nov’. it is then generally 5 Dls P™ Ct The only 
expense at our Tobacco inspection is one dollar and a half per 
hogshead, regardless of the length of time it may be stored. 
The cultivation of Tobacco in this State has declined Generally, 
and Cotton Substituted — 

With my best wishes for your 
prosperity and happiness.—I am 
Sincerely y’. friend & Obed. S*. 
JAMES SIMONS. 


Honorable John Steele.— 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


John Woodside! to John Steele 


Wasuineton Decr. 17th 1802. 
Sur 
When you are informed that the accompts of the Customs 
for the year 1801 have undergone a close faithful examination 
as upon recurrence to many will evidently appear, and that 
before your resignation was accepted, and in due time for 
the Register to make out the statement, agreeably to the wish 


1John Woodside was for many years a faithful clerk in the 
Comptroller’s office. 
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of the Secretary of the Treasury in order to be laid before Con- 
gress in the early part of the present session, it no doubt wil 
afford satisfaction. 

When I inform you Sir that to effect this desired object my 
utmost exertions have not been wanting, and that it could not 
have been accomplished but by a series of faithful extra services, 
I trust that the information need not rest upon my declaration 
alone, but also as to its truth, upon your full knowledge of, and 
long acquaintance with the business of the customs. 

Having yesterday waited upon the Secretary of the Treasury, 
I find that the business of the examination of the accompts 
of the Supervisors had been mentioned to him, but nothing that 
he could recollect relative to the accompts of the customs. The 
young men employed upon the Supervisors accompts expect to 
be compensated for their extra services. As I have a family to 
maintain having been for many years, til within the two years 
last past at a low salary, being in consequence thereof the more 
necessitated, remembering Sir upon my expressing my readiness 
to use my utmost exertions relative to extra services upon the 
accompts of the customs, you said you would make favorable 
mention thereof to the Secretary of the Treasury, observing as 
nearly as can be recollected, “That as you had not the means as 
Comptroller to compensate an extra Clerk, and indeed would 
wish if possible to avoid employing one, if by my extra exer- 
tions the business could be done without, and as greater con- 
sistency might more probably be preserved in the business if 
done by one than if by two.” I take the liberty therefore 
Sir of requesting that you would be so obliging by letter since 
you cannot personally, make such communication as the sub- 
ject in your opinion may require. 

Permit me Sir to mention that during the months of May 
and June last & til in the beginning of July, when you was 
pleased to signify the desire of having the accompts done as 
soon as possible; wishing to forward the business, I had been 
using such extra exertions as would average two hours pr day— 
that from the time you mentioned the wish of the Secretary to 
have the statement ready in the early part of the present session, 
my uniform course has been til about the latter end of Octo- 
ber; to be at business every morning between Six and Seven and 
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seven at latest—Since then between Seven and eight—I have 
not lost twenty minutes pr day on account of dining not having 
dined five times at home on week days for five months past 
tarrying at business til sun down without any interruption but 
one day that I was under the necessity of taking medicine, and 
one day occasioned by two of my children being bitten by a 
dog who died as was supposed by several of madness. 

Altho I did not accomplish the business in “all the month 
of October” it might in all probability have been done early 
in November had it not been for the unavoidable interruption 
given by my necessary attention to the business of the War- 
rants upon Collectors of the customs & Supervisors in favor of 
the Treasurer, and the vouchers to cover them; being an ad- 
ditional business which has divolved upon me since Mr. Felch 
left the office; this with the great increase of the magnitude of 
the accompts of the customs which has taken place as you well 
know Sir, for a few years past has rendered I can truly say 
the task which I have had to perform an arduous one, and 
which independent of the extra services above noticed could 
not have been done had I not been in the habit of such extra 
endeavours which I do not wish further to mention. Indeed Sir 
there appears to be so much egotism in what I have already 
written that was it not founded in strict truth, and were it 
not for my family’s sake, I would suppress the whole should I 
consult my own feelings as a mere individual; but feeling as 
a husband, as a parent, I crave your indulgence and beg leave 
to submit the foregoing to your candid perusal, and to request 
as soon as conveniently may be, the present quarter being near 
to a close, such communication to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, or the present Comptroller, or both as you shall be pleased 
to make. 

Having served the public for a considerable number of years, 
and a number of them under your immediate direction; I can- 
not omit Sir upon the present occasion as you have thought 
proper to resign the important trust which you have held with 
faithfulness to the public and individuals having business at 
the Treasury, and honor to yourself; to express my respectful 
attachment to you Sir as a public Officer, and my ardent wish 
that you may enjoy not only all the comforts & blessings of do- 
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mestic life as a husband and a father, but also as a Citizen | 
the blessings of civil society, and the inestimable blessings of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ wherein life and immortality are 
brought to light in opposition to the age of reason or all the 
false reasoning of Deists whether Democratic or Federal. 
I beg leave Sir to Subscribe myself 
very respectfully your Obedt. Servt. 
JNo. WoopsIDE. 
John Steele Esqr. 
late Comptroller of the Treasury 
Addressed : 
John Steele Esquire 
Endorsed : 
John Woodside 
Washington Decemr 10th 1802. 
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Nathaniel Macon} to John Steele 


Wasuineton 26 Dec’. 1802 
Sur. 

I have this morning received yours of the 17 instant, & will 
endeavor to procure the paper you wish from the treasury de- 
partment. 

A report from the Secretary of State which is ordered to 
be printed contains all the official information on the subject of 
New Orleans”, if it should not be published in the news papers 
& a spare copy can be obtained it will be transmitted to you. 
In addition to the contents of the report I have understood, 
that the Spanish minister has declared that he did not believe 


1Macon had been elected Speaker of the House of Representatives 
in December, 1801, by the Seventh Congress, and was also chosen 
to the same post by the Highth and Ninth Congresses, serving to 
March 3, 1807. 

*Spain had agreed to a recession of Louisiana to Napoleon in 
the Treaty of Son Ildefonso October, 1800, but the details of the 
transaction were not completed until October 15, 1802, when the 
Spanish king signed an order at Barcelona to give possession. On 


Tuer Srerte Papers 345 


the Intendant of the port, had any authority from his King 
for his conduct, in fact that it was an unauthorized act. He 
has I have also understood written to New Orleans on the 
subject. This is the only object which at present seems to cast 
a rift over our political horizon, & well grounded hopes are en- 
tertained, that it will not be of long duration. Unless it should 
have been done by France, & the last news from Europe pre- 
sents pretty strongly towards a war in that quarter, If cir- 
cumstances there and in the West Indies shall find full employ 
for the ambition of the first Consul, it is not improbable, but 
he himself may find it his interest! to have justice done the 
United States at New Orleans. 

Although the U. S. have more land than they can shortly 
settle, it is yet extremely desirous that they should own both 
the Floridas & the island of Orleans, This would give content 
and accommodation to all the citizens living on the Western 
waters, as it would ensure to them the free Navigation of the 
Mississippi and Mobille; as long as a foreign power shall pos- 
sess the mouth of the rivers, so long will that power possess the 
means of disturbing our quiet at home with the single dash of a 
pen; But in our situation we ought to try every peaceable means 
of obtaining them; War ought to be avoided as the rock of dis- 
truction, for if ever the U. S. engage in wars with the European 
powers, from that day we may calculate that our fate is involved 
with the miserable destiny of the wretched people of that quarter 


October 16, 1802, Don Juan Ventura Morales, the Spanish Intend- 
ent of Louisiana, by proclamation declared the right of deposit at 
New Orleans enjoyed by Americans, having been granted during 
the European war and that war now having ended (Peace of 
Amiens, March 25, 1802) the privilege was now withdrawn. It 
was clear to America that the First Consul had moved the Spanish 
Government toclear the territory of obligations when it was 
handed over. The right of deposit and free navigation of the 
lower Mississippi was a material interest of no mean consequence 
to interior America, and if the closing of the Mississippi became 
an accomplished fact, Jefferson’s administration would become 
seriously compromised at the outset. Hence his immediate initia- 
tion of the negotiations which led to the purchase of the ter- 
ritory in 1808. 

1Macon proved a true prophet as to the course of events. Af- 
fairs rapidly shaped toward a reopening of the Mvropean conflict, 
May, 1803, and it was this fact which brought Napoleon into a 
willingness to sell Louisana to America. 
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of the Globe, perhaps my friend I consider the evils of war 
greater than they really are, but to my mind nothing except 
famine, carries so many evils with it. The expense is an 
inconvenience but the loss of morale a real injury not easily 
repaired. There are doubtless cases where a nation may 
be compelled to war, and some of the European Governments 
appear perfectly well to understand the methods of forcing a 
nation to war, but I will quite the subject, I am apprehensive 
that I have already tired you with it. 

I know of no subject which I think will produce a tornado 
this session, but from a sentence or two which I have heard, 
I think we have some sufficiently dissatisfied with the President’s 
message to raise a storm the first chance, & you know with what 
ease ingenious minds can make opportunities. 

I have been highly gratified since my last to you, in hearing 
those who knew best your late official conduct, declare the re- 
port mentioned to you as entirely without foundation, and this 
too in a manner as honorable to you, as pleasing to your 
friends—Done without solicitation. 

The report? probably died last week at Annapolis, M*. Nich- 
olson is now there and although not asked to do so, will I am 
sure by telling the truth, destroy the Slander—I have never 
heard it mentioned by one that believed it—I wish much to see 
you next summer, how shall we contrive it— 

health & happiness attend you 


Natu Macon. 


1See letter of Macon to Steele, December 8, 1802. 


4See letter of Macon to Steele, December 8, 1802. 
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John Steele to Jesse Franklin 


SaLispury Jan™y. 6. 1803 
Dear Sir. 

I had the pleasure to receive by last post your favor of the 
15". ult®. with the President’s message? for which you will be 
pleased to accept my sincere acknowledgements. As if there 
could be no human good without a mixture of alloy, the cer- 
tainty of the cession of Louisanna to France and its probable 
consequences seem calculated to cast a gloom over the flattering 
picture of our public affairs which the message presents to the 
people of the United States. Since the cession first. began to 
be a subject of conversation I have regarded it as a measure 
pregnant with evil to us which the ambition and profligacy of 
the present French Government would spare no pains to render 
fatal to our (missing) and prosperity. The late act of (miss- 
ing) and of New Orleans I considered (missing) prelude to a 
system of measures which will gradually be moderated as our 
party divisions or other circumstances may suggest. On (miss- 
ing) I was extremely hurt by the personal (missing) passages 
in Governor S‘. Clair’s* address. It appears to me to be not 
only incorrect in principle but eminently calculated, I hope 
unintentionally, to invite foreign intrigue. Men in conspicious 
public stations should be careful in forming their opinions and 
still more so in relation to the time and manner of expressing 
them. 

Since your departure our winter has not been uncommonly 
severe but disagreeable. For three weeks past we have scarcely 


1Jesse Franklin, 1760-1823, was a major in the Revolutionary war; 
frequently a member of the State Commons and Senate from 
Surry county; a Democratic representative in Congress, 1795-1797; 
United States Senator 1799-1805, and 1807-1813; Governor of the 
State 1820-21. See Ashe, ed. Biog. Hist. N. C. IV, 133-139. 

*Messages and Papers of the Presidents, 1789-1897, Richardson, 
Vol. I, 342. The message is President Jefferson’s second annual 
message and was read in the two houses December 15, 1802. 

Arthur St. Clair, 1734-1818, was Governor of the Northwest ter- 
ritory from 1787 to 1802, being removed from office in the latter 
year by President Jefferson. It has generally been conceded that 
the removal was on partisan grounds, and that St. Clair’s serv- 
ices to his country, despite his defeat at the hands of the Indians 
in 1791, have not received just recognition. 
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had two days together without rain which is the more unfor- 
tunate as there is yet a great qnt’. of cotton in the fields* 
Very few of those who planted (missing) thirty acres have 
collected more than (missing) one half. The price at Charles- 
ton seems to fluctuate from $14 to $16—at this place from $12.50 
to $14.50. Do me the favor to present my respects to M"*. 
Stone, and any of the other gentlemen from this State who may 
have the kindness to inquire, 

Yours respectfully, (Name torn off, but en- 
dorsed “Jesse Franklin, Esq.” in Steele’s hand). 
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A(llen) McLane! to John Steele 


Wirmineton DELaAwaRE 
January 10. 1803. 

D Sir 

I received your favour dated at Salisbury N C Novem». 25. 
1802. I cannot do less than acknowledge the obligation (torn) 
for your prompt attention to my interest in communicating 
with M* G(aither). I hastened to Washington, prefering the 
Certainty of an evil to a do (torn) state. I arrived on the 
20%, Dect. waited on the Secretary, he assur (torn) that no 
communication had been made to him on the subject of (torn) 
since the affair of Reynolds and Mendenhall, but that he be- 
lieved, (torn) the Presedent, and that he did not understand 
what was the Presedents (torn) on the matter, and that I might 
rest assured that should a dismissial (torn) determined on, 
in the course of the Winter he would give me timely notice 
that I might avail myself, if I choose to resign. 

on the 21%. I waited on the Presedent and found him dis- 
engaged he received me kindly entered into conversation on 
different subjects, and (torn) soon as I mentioned the reports 
in Delaware respecting my intended res (torn) he replied 


*Collector of United States revenue for the District of Delaware; 
removed in January, 1808. 
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that, on, that subject he would be candid and at (torn) time it 
had been his mind from his coming into office, to appoi (torn) 
republicans in office which they had been so long kept out of, 
as to (torn) them a chance with their political opponents, it 
(torn) contemplating to remove me, considering me as an 
officer of conside (torn) in the revolutionary war, and as mak- 
ing a good Collector, but (torn) sorry to find so much dis- 
turbance amongst the republicans in Del (torn) on account of 
my being retained, and he was satisfied that they w (torn) 
give him or myself any peace untill I was removed. I told 
him (torn) clammer against me only pointed to my office and 
it originated w (torn) that wished to succeed me, and that 
it had no public good in (torn) stated further that I thought my 
claims was stronger on the Gov (torn) than my enemies, taking 
all circumstances into consideration I shou (torn) myself in- 
jured if I was removed on the representation of those peop 
(torn) was immediately Interested in the Change, and that I 
did not believ (torn) it was the wish of the disinterested part 
of the people that I shou (torn) be put out of office, and that 
I was satisfied Mt. Rodney! although we were of different 
politicks, would not approve the policy of removing me at this 
time. The Presedent answered, that he had understood (torn) 
tter from M*. Rodney, as well as from my letter to you which 
was (torn) itten to M*. Gallatin that, I was of the opinion that 
I should not be (torn) to enjoy the office in peace, and would 
be willing to resign after I (torn) collested the outstanding 
bonds taken during the summer. I told (torn) letter to the 
Comptroller and Secretary went no farther than to express 
(torn) ish, that if I must be turned out of office it should be 
done to do (torn) least injury, and as to any conversation I had 
with M*. Rodney (torn) to express a surprise that they should 
continue to hunt me like an enemy for my office, and that if 
they prevailed with the Government that the thing should be 
done, to do me the least injury. The Presedent replied he was 
sorry on my account that the government was placed in such 


1Caesar A. Rodney, Republican Representative from Delaware, 
1803-1805; Attorney-General of the United States, 1807-1812; United 
States Senator, 1821-1823; Minister to the Argentine, 1823, and 
died, Buenos Ayres, June 10, 1824. 
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an uneasy situation and that all that could be done for me 
in the present state of affairs, was to give me an opportunity 
reconcile (torn) y continuance, to Doc’. Tilton Gov". Hall and 
Cesar Rodney, I objected (torn) Tilton as he was at the bot- 
tom of the clammer against me, to provide (torn) Brother, and 
observed that if M™. Rodney was at liberty to Act, his (torn) 
he leaned to my being continued. As to the Gov". I had not 
(torn) ersed with him since his election, on that subject, but I 
could (torn) Gentlemen before the Congress rise, I have since 
seen M™. Rodney (torn) not at liberty to Act as several of his 
party is already Jealous of him (torn) ays he is my friend 
and have threatened to oppose him in politicks (torn) he has 
not a man to spare having only a Majority of fifteen (torn) 
as representative to Congress, and at a late court of quater 
Sessions (torn) nd Jury has presented three Inspectors, his 
friends, for taking (torn) votes and 157 persons for Voting 
illegal votes at the Election for (torn) esentative, he must un- 
der those circumstances be placed in a Critical (torn) tion 
although returned the elected member. 

I have not seen the governor, neither do I intend to trouble 
(torn) im on the subject. If the Presedent removes me on the 
grounds he has placed it, I shall be sacrificed in a singular 
manner, and so, immediately after he had declared there was no 
cause of remova (torn) But might will some times overcome 
wright. Here I will res (torn) but small hopes of being re- 
tained. How long shall we be (torn) governed, little did I 
suppose in the year 1781 when I was hang (torn) the swamps 
between Arnolds: lines and Richmond to keep his (torn) 
surprising M*. Jefferson and the Legislature of Virginia, that 
(torn) be thus rewarded, after waisting a handsome property 
supp (torn) family during the revolutionary war and fighting 
the en (torn) eight years, I must be sacrificed by the men I 
defended (torn) men that has grown up like mushrooms and 
have no claim (torn) hardly possessed of common honesty. But 
I retain one conso (torn) they (torn) injure but cannot dis- 
honour me. - 


Benedict Arnold led British troops into Virginia in 1781 in an 
effort to divert Washington’s pressure upon Cornwallis at York- 
town. 
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i sincerely wish you all the happiness (torn) retired situation, 
this ungratefull world can afford, and trust that we may live to 
see the time again, when the qualific (torn) for offices will be 
honesty, Integrity and fidelity. 

I am very truly, dear Sir 
your Assured friend (torn) 
A. McLane. 

John Steele Esqr. 

Address: 

John Steele Esquire 
Salisbury, North Carolina 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Eliza Orr! to John Steele 
[Jan 14, 1803] 


After the voluntary interest you appeared to take in our 
welfare, at a period when no ostentatious returns could be ex- 
pected that almost four months should have elapsed in silence, 
is not like my consistent and sympathizing friend—one who 
forsaking the motley and crooked paths of a political career, 
at peace with all mankind, and under the immediate influence 
of solitude (which like magic operates or the mind, and awak- 
ens every energy to love and harmony) derives happiness from 
domestic pursuits—This indeed is all one can imagine of 
elysium! but your fruit offerings must bear testimony that soli- 
tude is not a desert: nor peace apathy—In plain terms you have 
been arraigned and condemned—Betsy? deplored your departure 
from order; and good fellowship: until your letter reconciled 
her. Mr’. Orr was not so tractable and this address (which 
you are not to consider as any claim on your correspondence) 
will speak for me—I began a letter to you immediately on 


‘Wife of Benjamin Grayson Orr, resident of Georgetown, and 
social intimate of the Steeles’ during Steele’s service as Comp- 
troller. 

*Daughter of Elizabeth and Benjamin Grayson Orr. 
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the receipt of your to M™. Orr; but the spirit animative soon 
fled, and it was thrown by; until M* Miller’ the other day 
promised to inclose it: which by ensuring a welcome, alone en- 
couraged my temerity—Whether it arises from self love, or 
charity (so entirely opposite in substance, but often alike in 
some of their effects) that I am not distrustful, shall be left to 
the determination of friends—I can tell you nothing of this 
place or its inhabitants, hearing little and seeing less—Your 
absence will make a Greenland winter for us—Miss M°Call is 
expected very shortly—her presence it is to be hoped will enliven 
the scene—Forget not when you write again to express your 
remembrance and regards for her: who is your friend, and 
never forgets you in her correspondence—For politics—A_re- 
moval to the Country—farming, grazing & I refer you to M* 
Orr, who I imagine will write you fully on those subjects— 
Adieu—Present me very kindly to M’s Steele and your Daugh- 
ters—and am yours 

very sincerely 
Exiza Orr— 
George Town January 14. 1803 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


W(allia)m Miller to John Steele. 


Wasuineton 15 Jany 1803 

My Dr friend 

I wrote you on the 31 ult. and have since had the pleasure 
of recg yr letter of the 24th. I delivered your message to such 
of yr city & Georgetown friends as honord me by enquiries 
concerng you and all have expressed their obligations to you 
for holdg them in remembrance. 

Dining with my friends Hemphill? and Boude® at their old 
quarters on Capitol hill I met several of the members of Con- 


‘William Miller, Commissioner of Revenue, and friend of Steele’s. 

“Probably Joseph Hemphill, Federalist Representative in Con- 
gress from Pennsylvania, 1801-1803, and also two later terms. 

‘Thomas Bonde, Representaive in Congress from Pennsylvania, 
1801-1803. 
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gress from Connecticut: Mr Goddard! told me that mr Wolcott? 
had formed a commercial connection & would take up his resi- 
dence in the City of newyork in a short time. I was not able 
to ascertain what advantages are to result to our friend from 
this Establishmt but am delighted to hear of it, for I trust 
that with his informn & good character he might thrive :—it 
is at any rate to be preferd to the Horrors of Starvation wch 
present themselves in the cultivation of a few acres of Barren 
land in the town of Litchfield. 

Hodgdons suit against Mr. Dexter? was terminated in the 
District court yesterday; The judges were unanimously of 
opinion that it could not be sustained against Dexter for acts 
done in his offl capacity whilst Secy of the dep. of War, the 
business of course terminated without trial by jury. 

The court have delayed their decision on the other pleas, but 
from the small part of the argumt weh I attendd I believe 
they would favr the exoneration of Dexter throughout. The 
counsel of both sides agree that a man is bound by his Covenant 
altho the act of God may have intervened & prevented the per- 
formance of it: you will remr that after stating that “the tene- 
ment was to be delivered up at the End of the lease in good 
repair &c” the folg proviso is introduced “inevitable Casual- 
ties excepted” & that it was upon the construction of this 
proviso that the parties were at issue. From the authorities 
weh I heard read I am satisfied that Mr. Dexter guarded against 
accidental fire—as every Man who has held an office must be 
interested on the point first mentioned, weh our court has de- 
cided. I will not apologize to you my good frd, for being so 
particular on a subject wch I do not feel myself qualified to 
explain with profession] precision. 

The last accounts from Philad. say that the prices of Ameri- 
ean Stocks abroad & at home are fallg—but no satisfactory 


1Calvin Goddard, Representative in Congress from Connecticut 
1801-1805, and later Judge of the Superior Court in his native State. 

Oliver Wolcott, Seeretary of the Treasury under John Adams 
and replaced by Samuel Dexter in that office in 1801, who, in 
turn gave place to Albert Gallatin upon Jefferson’s accession to 
the Presidency in March of the same year. 

*Samuel Dexter, of Massachusetts, Secretary of War, 1800; of 
the Treasury in 1801; died 1816. 

23 
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reason is given for it: from best of informn. probably I pre- 
sume that the fall is merely temporary. 

Mr. Monroe,! late governor of Virga. has been fixed on as 
a plenipotentiary minister to the court of Spain on the New 
Orleans business & I understand that he is to take Pinkney & 
Livingston, our prest. ministrs. at Madrid & Paris, into his 
counsel.—we know nothing of the plan but our conjectrs are 
that considl pecuniary allowas will be made to insure the 
point on wch our Western frds. are interestd. viz. the free navl- 
gation of Mississ. the executive & their frds are decidedly for 
negotiation on the present occasion & they have concluded to 
wait the Event without makg preparn for an unfavl result. 

To render my present comn. more acceptable I have the sat- 
isfact to Enclose a letter from Mrs Orr? weh. will afford you 
some news & a great deal of pleasure I am sure. 

I continue to send on the papers of the ho of Representatives 
as fast as they come to hand. 

Our family are well & desire me to remr them to you—Miss 
Bealle will have a letter for her frd. Miss Steele when I write 
to you again & I shall have the honr. of conveyg it safe to her 
hands—I shall only add my sincerst. wishes for yr. Prosperity 
wherever you are. 


Wm. Mititer 
Genl. Steele 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


1The confusion in the American official mind relative to the 
ownership of Louisiana between 1800 and 1803 was a logical re- 
sult of Bonaparte’s double-dealing with the Spanish court during 
the years of the consulate, 1799-1804. Nevertheless events were in 
train in 1803 that made the mission of James Mourse to Spain 
useless, inasmuch as Robert Livingston was able to bring the mat- 
ter to a conclusion under Jefferson’s instructions to purchase from 
Napoleon. 

*See Orr letter, February 138, 1803. 
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Archibald Henderson‘ to John Steele 


Wasuineton 16, January 1803. 

My dear Sir 

The only apology which I can offer for not having written 
to you sooner is the dearth of political events here; until very 
lately we have been in a state of inactivity. The message? of 
the President announced a State of security from abroad and 
prosperity at Home, this information was found, however not 
to be perfectly correct. Information was received that the 
Port of New Orleans was shut and no place assigned for De- 
positing American Goods on the Banks of the Mississippi agree- 
ably to our Treaty with Spain.* This produced a Resolution 
conceived in spirited terms calling on the President for infor- 
mation in relation to this infraction of stipulations. It was 
generally supposed that this step would have been followed by 
vigorous measures and a declaration to Assert our rights by 
force, if the King of Spain should recognize the act of the In- 
tendant at Orleans. It appears however that administration 
was not prepared to assume this manly attitude, and after being 
shut up in secret Committee for several days we with great 


1Archibald Henderson, of Rowan, was born in Granville county, 
1768, the son of Judge Richard Henderson, founder of the Tran- 
sylvania Company which presented the earliest settlements in the 
Tennessee and Kentucky areas. Archibald Henderson removed 
from Granville to Salisbury and began there “he practice of law, 
soon becoming one of the most distinguished lawyers in the State. 
A Federalist in politics, he represented his district in Congress 
two terms, 1799-1803. Afterward, 1807-9, 1814, 1819-20, he repre- 
sented the borough of Salisbury in the Commons. He died Octo- 
ber 21, 1822. See Hoyt, Murphey Papers, II, 312-319, for Murphey’s 
sketch of the character of Henderson. 

*President Jefferson’s Second Annual Message to Congress, De- 
cember 15, 1802, Messages and Papers of the Presidents, Richard- 
son, I, 342-346. 

°Article 22 of the treaty with Spain, negotiated in 1795 by Thomas 
Pinckney, and taking effect October 27, 1795, accorded the right of 
citizens of the United States to deposit goods, for export, at New 
Orleans, without duty. American State Papers, Foreign Relations, 
I, 546-549, for the treaty. October 16, 1802, Juan Ventura Morales, 
Intendent of the Province of Louisiana, closing the navigation of 
the Mississippi to American citizens, forbade all trade, and took 
away the right of deposit at New Orleans. American State Papers, 
Foreign Relations, II, 470, passim. 
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bravery declared that we have a right to the navigation of 
the Mississippi and that it ought not to be abandoned.? The 
papers state the Governor of Louisiana was opposed to the 
conduct of the Intendant,? I am not at liberty to say what are 
the contents of this letter to Governor Claibourne*® (which we 
have received and are requested not to make public.) but you 
may rely on it that there is no evidence of his disapprobation of 
the Intendant’s conduct. 

Mr. Monroe of Virginia is appointed Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary and Envoy extraordinary to the Courts of the First Con- 
sul of France and the King of Spain to act jointly and severally 
with Livingston and Pinckney. It is supposed that the object 
of this Mission is to purchase New Orleans,—what the pros- 
pects of success are, I do not know. I presume however that 
no nation to whom Louisiana belongs will sell Orleans at a 
price much less than that of the whole Territory. Indeed it is 
not a little surprising that to this hour we have no official docu- 
ments ascertaining the fact of the Cession of this Province 
and the conditions under which it passed. A Resolution calling 
on the President for this information was refused to us by the 
majority.— 

A Report has been made by the Committee of Commerce and 
Manufacturers Declaring it expedient to repeal the several Laws 
imposing discriminatory duties between Goods imported into 
the U States in foreign Vessels and Vessels of the U States. 
The propriety of adopting this Report is very questionable 
among the best informed.—I do myself the honor of enclosing 
this report to you in envelopes which accompany this Letter.— 


1Annals of Congress, Seventh Congress, Second Session, House 
Proceedings, January 7, 1803. 

2American State Papers, Foreign Relations, II, 527-529. 

®William C. C, Claiborne, Governor of Mississippi Territory 1801- 
1804; Governor of Louisana Territory, 1804-1812; Governor of the 
State of Louisiana, 1812-1816; United States Senator from Louis- 
iana, March 4, 1817, until his death, November 23, 1817. 


Tue StErte Papprs 357 


I am of opinion that the Bankrupt Law! and that establishing 
the Mint? will be repealed. 

The Vice President arrived here last Evening. He is given 
up by his party. they sincerely abhor him.* 

I expect to leave this place about the 12 of next month 
so that I may be at Morgan‘ court. 

I offer my Respects to Mrs. Steele and the Ladies of your 
family and pray you to be assured that I am 

With great respect your most obedient Servant, 
John Steele. A Hewoverson. 


John Steele to John Payne? 
Sauispury FebtY, 10. 1803 

My dear Sir 

When I saw the embassy of M*. Monroe® announced it re- 
minded me of what passed between us last summer concerning 
your future prospects. I hope you did not permit an occasion 
so favorable to pass unimproved and that I shall shortly have 
the pleasure of receiving from yourself the confirmation of your 
appointment. If you have pursued with diligence the studies 
which I recommended (Geography, History, Travels, and the 
French Language) your pretensions will not suffer in compari- 
son with the qualifications of those who have been appointed 


1The Bankrupt Law, approved April 4, 1800, was entitled an 
act to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the 
United States. See Appendix, Annals of Conyress, Sixth Congress, 
1799-1801, p. 1452-1471. The effort at repeal, made in 1803, failed. 
Annals of Congress, Seventh Congress, 1802-1803, p. 564. 

>The national mint at Philadelphia is here referred to. The 
movement to discontinue the mint also failed, and an additional 
appropriation was made to increase its utility. Annals of Con- 
gress, Seventh Congress, Second Session, 611. 

®Aaron Burr, the Vice-President, had been persona non grata to 
his party ever since he lent himself to the intrigue with the 
Federalists in the House of Representatives in 1801 in the effort 
to secure the Presidency against Jefferson. 

‘Morganton, the county seat of Burke County. 

5John Payne, of Orange, New Jersey, was formerly a clerk in the 
Comptroller’s office. Steele was interested in advancing his ambi- 
tions toward the diplomatic service. 

‘James Monroe was nominated by President Jefferson, January 11, 
1803, as Minister plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary to 
France and Spain to negotiate a settlement of the Louisiana ques- 
tion in conjunction with the resident ministers at Paris and Mad- 
rid. The result was the purchase of Louisiana. 
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on former occasions and who are likely on this to be your 
competitors. The knowledge of forms and the habits of busi- 
ness which your present appointment has afforded you an 
oppt®’. of acquiring you will find of no small advantage to 
you in whatever department you may be hereafter placed, and 
in that view your time has not been wholly lost; but I should be 
sorry that you w‘. think of laying yourself up in it and regard 
it in any other light than as a preparatory step to lead you to 
something of greater consequence. A young man cannot have 
too much ambition. To one who is injured by too much, thou- 
sands are lost by having too little. I do not mean the ambition 
to acquire places of distinction but to deserve them. It is this 
that makes one more diligent in the pursuit of knowledge, more 
attentive to business, more careful in the choice of companions, 
more temperate, and more elevated in his general deportment 
than another, and which lays the foundation of future use- 
fulness by the establishment of a permanent influence in society. 
As I have formerly given you my ideas on this subject, more at 
large in conversation I need not repeat them now. You are 
sensible I hope of the interest which I feel in your success, 
and how sincerely I shall participate with your other friends 
in every thing that may befall you in the shape of good or 
ill fortune. 

Be pleased to present my best respects and those of Miss 
Ann! to M*. & M's. M. and Miss P. we hope the ladies with 
their usual health and spirits the pleasures of the season. Mr”. 
M. was kind eno once to give me some Paris news papers. If 
he has any now of late dates which are of no further use to 
his Dept. I will thank you to take the trouble to put them 
into the form of a packet for me, M*. Miller who sends me 
the reports and principal public documents of the present ses- 
sion will perhaps also have the goodness to forward them. I 
am anxious to know what is going on in France which is bet- 


‘Ann Nessfield Steele, eldest daughter of John Steele, and resi- 
dent in Washington with her father during much of his term as 
Comptroller. She married Jesse A. Pearson in 1804 and died within 
the same year. 
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ter seen in their own papers (imperfect as they are) than 
in our translations 

Endorsed : 
Rough copies to 
M*. Payne and Col°. Mentges. 
Feb’ 10%. 1803 
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Benjamin Grayson Orr} to John Steele 


George Town 13 Feby. 1803 

My Dear friend 

A much longer time has elapsed without an address from 
me to you than I expected could have been the case when we 
parted, but so wholly have I been ingrossed with the un- 
fortunate courses of my trade and the ordinary occurrences of 
a troublesome world, that I have been deverted from all 
pleasures of social or epistolary intercourse—Doubtful too of 
the rank I held in your remembrance, altho I have had such 
frequent testimony of your regard I waited long for some 
new token of its continuance.—it came at length and bringing 
the assurance of your wonted goodness & concern for us afforded 
some alleviation for the loss of the pleasure of your society. 
under any circumstances or in any circle of acquaintances your 
company to Ms. Orr & myself would always be most desirable, 
but we are possessed of neither talents nor the most essential 
qualifications—affluence, to command the attention and civility 
of the great vuigar, the privation of the society of our sympa- 
thetic friend constitutes an irreparable loss.—I have not per- 
mitted myself to question the propriety or as relates to your- 
self the expediency of your resignation. I have so long had 
reason to confide in your judgment on general subjects that on 
this your own exclusive concern I cannot doubt your correctness 


1Benjamin Grayson Orr, of Washington and Georgetown, was a 
brother of Alexander D. Orr and for a number of years was con- 
tractor to the Government for Army Supplies. See American State 
Papers, Military Affairs, I, 650, 654, 655. 
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—but such is human nature that happiness is seldom the 
attendant of possession—Thus in Town we appreciate too 
highly the pleasures of a country life, whilst in the Country 
exposed to the unfriendly Seasons, & the misconduct of Ser- 
vants and overseers, and a variety of other vexations, always 
felt but hard to describe, the Town life in its turn becomes the 
object of desire, when the still and tedious seclusion of retire- 
ment is loathsome & disquieting—you I immagine will seek 
amusement in the instruction of the elder, & the dalliance of 
the younger branches of your family in agriculture, in the 
pleasure of study & the investigation of the bountiful works of 
nature, and I persuade myself you will not be disappointed, 
yet accustomed as you have been to political life, interested in 
all the vicissitudes of your own & foreign Nations, fond of the 
pleasurs of coloquial communication, I shall not be surprised 
if you secretly repine at your change of circumstances & to 
find you reembarked in compliance with the wish of your 
Country, your State, district, or neighborhood in public life 
again. When I lived in the Country I found the same pro- 
pensity on a small scale, to fraud, overreaching slander & all 
kind of immoral and unprincipled conduct, that I have 
experienced on a large one in the most populous places—the 
former keeps one in a constant state of irritation and hostility, 
the latter will if you have not skill enough to avoid them hur] 
you headling to destruction—the difference is as it appears 
to me that many of the evils of the Town life, nay almost all, 
are avoidable by prudent conduct whilst many of the Country 
cannot be guarded against. 

Whenever I go to the Country to reside it will be from 
necessity not choice & it is not improbable but that necessity 
is near at hand, when impressed as I am I hope to sustain no 
deminutions of the advantages I promise myself from the re- 
moval—this world is but a probationary state of existence 
at best, and all situations furnish severe trials to its frail 
tirring inhabitants—the object of the Creator in bestowing 
such indowments as distinguish the human from other creation 
cannot be attained here, a hereafter therefore must be relied 
on, as affording alone that unalloyed felicity the pursuit of all, 
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but the lot alas of none on this spot of the general system of 
nature. 

Your friend M*. Miller! continues to distinguish us as his 
friends and is daily more endeared to us—he I presume gives 
you the news of the day, tinged possibly with a little Federal 
hue, tho I doubt it is very little if perceptible at all. I wish 
all federalist were like what I know you & believe him to be. 
The demon of party seems to have taken entire possssion of 
some of the most distinguished adherents to that side & with 
their opponents are more irriconciliable than ever but little 
intercourse is now had between them in private & no Tavern 
or boarding house contains two members of opposite sentiments 
—you have seen a newspaper and of most of the occurrences of 
the Session—of Rutledge? & Ellerys* recontre at Piscataway, 
of Vanness’s* expulsion and Gouveneur Morris’s® refusal to 
obey the instructions of the New York Legislature on the 
subject of amending the constitution as to the mode of election 
of President & vice President. You have likewise I presume 


1William Miller, Commissioner of Revenue. 

2John Rutledge, Jr., 1766-1819, the son of John Rutledge of Rev- 
olutionary fame. The younger Rutledge represented South Caro- 
lina in Congress from 1797 to 1803. 

°Christopher Ellery, Senator from Rhode Island, 1801-1805. He 
was elected to the United States Senate as a Republican to fill out 
the unexpired term of Roy Greene, who had resigned. Ellery in- 
spired certain charges in a.Rhode Island paper that John Rut- 
ledge, Federalist Representative from South Carolina, had forged 
certain letters to the President of the United States. See Con- 
necticut Courant, October 25, 1802. 

4John Peter VanNess, Representative in Congress from New 
York, 1801-1808, lost his seat because he accepted the position of 
major of the militia of the District of Columbia, January 17, 1803. 
He then became domiciled in Washington, married a rich heiress 
of that city, Marcia Burns, and became mayor. He died in 1847. 

5Gouverneur Morris, 1752-1816, of New York, was a delegate in the 
Continental Congress; a member of the Philadelphia Convention of 
1787; Assistant Minister of Finance during the American Revolu- 
tion; Minister to France, 1792-1794; Federalist member of the 
United States Senate, 1800-1803; Chairman of the Erie Canal Com- 
mission, 1810-1813. 

°’The election of 1800 with its equality of votes for Jefferson and 
Burr, and the consequent throwing the burden of a choice on the 
House of Representatives, pointed plainly to the need of a change in 
the Constitution as to the election of the two first officers. The 
Twelfth Amendment was proposed by the Republican party, pro- 
viding that each elector should vote separately for President and 
Vice-President. The leading Federalists opposed the measure on 
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heard & seen much of certain forged letters charged upon 
Mr’. Jno. Rutledge,t I yesterday went to examine them & was 
prepared to acquit that Gentleman unless the strongest simili- 
tude & coincidence of the stile of writing and expressions were 
found to implicate him and I returned with very unfavorable 
impressions of M*. R-s character. A pamphlet which has been 
published & probably written by Duane? contains the best 
account of this business & as the postage comes light I will 
enclose it to you this week—The reasoning in general is just 
& I declare to you I do not think the similarity of the 
forgeries with the acknowledged letters of Mr. R. at all 
exagerated—Whils’t I was there yesterday two federal gentle- 
men came in & examined them with me—one said nothing— 
the other thought the Geoffory letters were written by a better 
Penman than M". R.—but acknowledged that the pieces sent 
in 99. & 1800 for publication to the Aurora must have been 
written by M™. R.—this confession involved him in some em- 
barrassment for instantly there was pointed out some of the 
most exact likenesses, being both written in a disguised hand, 
that could be—in short there is a similarity throughout all the 
writings—for further particulars on this subject I refer you 
to the Newspapers & the Pamphlet which shall not be for- 
gotten. 

Your friend M’. Stoddert* is still labouring the sale of City 


the ground that the smaller states would never have a chance of 
furnishing a President. The Amendment, nevertheless, was rati- 
fied by the requisite number of states in 1804. 

+See note 3, page 361. 

“William Duane, editor of the Republican paper, Aurora, founded 
by Benjamin Franklin Boche, grandson of Benjamin Franklin. The 
paper served in a sense as a national Republican organ, receiving 
encouragement and patronage from the Republican administration 
of Jefferson. Duane was a trenchant writer and was indefatigable 
in his efforts to discredit Federalists and Federalism. See A. C. 
Clark’s sketch of Duane in Columbia Historical Society's Records, 
Vol29) pia. 

®Benjamin Stoddert, 1751-1813, of Maryland, was an officer in 
the Revolution, retiring with the rank of major after being wounded 
at Brandywine. He then became Secretary of the War Board, serving 
until 1781. After peace he settled in Georgetown and engaged in 
business. He was Secretary of the Navy under Adams from 1798 
to 1801; afterward for a time he was acting Secretary of War. 
At the close of Adams’s administration he reéntered business in 
Georgetown and Washington. Orr and Aaron Greely, business as- 
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Lots, with much worse success than when you resided here, 
he has lately failed in obtaining a Charter from Congress for 
an insurance Company the Capital of which was to consist 
chiefly of Lots—this would have constituted an assignable 
Stock & have served the purposes of Lot holding very well. 
The bill passed the H. Representatives, but the Senate rejected 
it—and the consequences to him may be after having supplied 
others with Lots of all descriptions & demensions, that he has 
reserved for himself the worst Lot of all—the Lot of a Bankrupt. 
Miss M°Call has been tantalizing us all winter with a visit, 
but like herself she is too irresolute to let off—bad health has 
had some share in her detention—She writes often & always dis- 
tinguishes you with some expression of regard—M"™. Orr is in 
better health than is usual for her & Betsy! is as engaging as 
ever—the two latter present their best wishes for you & all your 
family & William who remembers your kindness with gratitude 
desires me to present his regards to you. Be pleased to assure 
M*. Steele & your Daughter of my sincere esteem & yourself 
of the hearty interest I feel in everything that relates to you— 

John Steele Esq’. Berns. Grayson Orr. 
Salisbury, 
North Carolina 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


John Steele to Benjamin Grayson Orr? 
[1803] 
My dear friend, 
I had the happiness to receive your welcome favors of the 14". 
Jan. and 1. of the 13. Feb. soon after their respective dates. 
That they sh*. so long have remained without acknowledgement 


sociates at Georgetown and Washington, were contractors for sup- 
plying the Northwestern Army under General W. H. Harrison in 
the war of 1812. American State Papers, Military Affairs, I, pp. 
644-650. 

1Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Grayson Orr. 

2This letter is an unfinished copy of a letter apparently to Benja- 
min Grayson Orr, of Georgetown, D. C. It is in Steele’s handwrit- 
ing and has no date nor address. The key is the “O” in the context, 
the subject matter, and the letter of Orr to Steele, February 13, 1803. 
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is a mortification which I am sure your goodness will not in- 
crease by ascribing the delay to insensibility or the absence 
of any portion of that regard which alone can render epistolary 
intercourse desirable. Were I to attempt an apology like 
apologies in general it w4. only show that I might have done 
better. It was said by some wise man, perhaps Soloman, that 
money is the root of all evil. He ought to have said indolence. 
I consider it the original sin of human nature for which our 
primitive parents were expelled the garden of Eden. It is the 
sin which most easily besets me. My late graceless omission is 
owing to its temporary ascendency. This honest confession will 
I trust give me some claim to indulgence, tho I know how 
rigid one of my judges is in every-thing that respects “the 
principals of justice.” She will be more inclined to mitigate 
if not entirely pardon when she understands that to this same 
indolence, with all its attendant ills, I am indebted for the 
perfect establishment of my health which like the courage of 
a man who fights and runs away, will enable me to do better 
in future. So my friend, you see, altho my motto is self- 
denial, I some times depart from it, and endeavor to justify 
myself because that end happens to be good. In this same 
indolence M*. O. will find the answ’. to his very hand some 
dissertation on the evils incident to a country life. Man is so 
constructed by nature that he must have a motive, every human 
being has one which predominates, divested of this no matter 
how the soldier leaves the field, the statesman the court, man 
of pleasure the gay circles of a town to seek an opiate in the 
tranquility of retirement. Disappointment often follows which 
only proves that the fault was in themselves or as some 
moralists will have it, that happiness consists more in the 
persuit than the attainment of an object. For my own part as 
I have no fantastic notions of human life and neither retired 
in disgust, nor sought my present situation, neither regard 
public life with disgust, nor private life with very high 
distaste. (Copy, unfinished, and unsigned) 


John Steele Papers. Collections N, C. Historical Society. 
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William Barry Grove to John Steele 


Wasuineton 25, Feb’. 1808 

My dear Sir 

This days mail brought me your favor of the 10. ult. for 
which you have my thanks—The present session has been the 
dulest and most unimportant, that I ever remember, until these 
few days past, nothing occurred in either house which call’d 
forth much attention or discussion, but it was easy to foresee 
something was brewing respecting the Mississippi Business'— 
a few days ago in the Senate M*. Ross? brought forward a Set 
of Resolutions authorizing the President to call out 50 M 
militia to take possession of New Orleans & the Floridas, & 
appropriats 5 million of Dollars &.—This has produced in the 
Senate a very animating, interesting, debate, in regard to the 


*The “Mississippi Business” refers to the whole question of 
Louisiana and the Floridas and America’s interest therein. Na- 
poleon’s imperialistic designs included the purpose of refounding a 
huge French colonial dominion in America. As early as 1800 he 
put heavy pressure upon the weak Spanish king, Charles IV, to 
give up to France territories in America. Having recently over-run 
large districts in Italy he held out to the Spanish the proposal 
to confer a throne out of Italian territory upon the Duchess of 
Parmea, daughter of the king, and her husband the titular Duke, 
this in exchange for Louisiana and the two Floridas, a preliminary 
treaty to this effect was arranged in October 1800, but the Spaniard 
balked at a definite agreement that should include the Floridas. In 
consequence the exchange was made for Louisiana alone, finally, 
October 15, 1802. In America public opinioi: had already become 
interested at the rumors of cession to France, and now tended to- 
ward a greater definiteness of opposition. Spain was already re- 
garded as a decadent power and the question of America’s acquisi- 
tion of the Floridas and Louisiana from her at no distant date 
was thought inevitable. But with these territories in the hands 
of rampant and aggressive France a new appearance would be given 
the matter. Hence Robert R. Livingston, our Minister to France, 
was directed by the administration to do what he could to block 
the transfer if possible, failing that to pave the way for a sale 
to the United States. Napoleon’s exigencies ultimately led to 
the sale, in the spring of 1803, of Louisiana to the United States. 
See Vol. IV, Chap. XI, of Channing’s History of the United States 
for a good brief treatment of the whole question. 

*James Ross, Senator from Pennsylvania, 1794-1803, an able Fed- 
eralist leader. On the resolution above Ross delivered in the 
United States Senate a most forceful argument for the free navi- 
gation of the Mississippi even at the cost of force. See Annals of 
Congress, Seventh Congress, Second Session, pp. 83, 91, for Ross’s 
Speeches. 
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policy and consequences of the measure—Ross & Eleven others 
supported the Object with all the Eloquence and argument tltey 
possess—they urged the necessity of loosing not a moment, but 
to seize these Countries before they were handed over to France, 
that the possession of them were essential to our Safety; that 
there was a time in the affairs of Nations, as in the affairs of 
individuals, that once lost could not be regained—that if 
France got possession, we migh expect eternal intrigues, in- 
sults, and National disputes, or a dismemberment of the Nation 
by giving up the Western Country &—&*—&1— 

In opposition to all this and the Resolutions, it was urged 
as a premature measure involving the Country in a War with 
France & Spain, before the results of Mt. Monroes? Mission 
had been tried, and before he had even embarked—That con- 
sidering the Means put into his and the Executives hands, great 
hopes might be entertained of a Successful Negotiation—That 
no step should be taken on our part till the Mission failed*— 
But M*. Brackinridge* moved an amendment, which has been 
adopted, that the President should when he thought it Expedi- 
ent call on the Executives of the States for 80 M militia, or 
Volunteer Corps, to stand in readiness to march &—&*—. 

During the debate a considerable degree of acrimony evinced 
itself between the parties, but the French & Spanish Ambas- 
adores®> (who were present) heard enough from both sides to 
convince them, that the Americans View the ambition of 
France, & the baseness of Spain in a very strong light—An 


‘Nothing came of all this effort to which Grove refers beside 
stimulating the administration in its negotiations in Europe, 

7On January 11, 1803, James Monroe had been named by Jeffer- 
son as Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary to France 
and Spain to negotiate a settlement of the Florida, Mississippi and 
Louisiana questions in conjunction with the resident ministers at 
Paris and Madrid. Though Livingston bore the chief burden of 
the ultimate success of the negotiations Monroe managed to get 
much credit, and the mission is often called for him. 

‘These were the arguments of the administration forces and pre- 
vailed as to the action of Congress. 

‘John Breckenridge, United States Senator from Kentucky, 1801- 
1805, Attorney-General 1805-1806, dying in the latter office Decem- 
ber 14, 1806. Breckenridge was spokesman of the administration 
in the Senate during his whole term of service. 

’Marques de Cosa Yrujo was Spanish Minister to the United 
States and L. A. Pichon was charge d’affaires for France. 
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alliance with Britain was hinted at as a thing of course, and a 
circumstances w", would be readily acceeded to by that Nation.? 

I consider this Discussion & the consequences of it as leading 
to very importants events to the U. States and to Europe— 
perhaps tis destined by Providence that the power & ambition 
of France, is to be humbled by the united efforts of Britain 
and America.” I am not at liberty to communicate the Means,’ 
placed by the majority in the hands of the Executive to insure 
success to his plan of Negotiation in France & Spain, and tho 
it is immense, I have not an atom of belief, Buonaparte can be 
diverted from his plan by such means and considerations—If 
these territories are essential to our Safety, We should possess 
ourselves of them immediately and negociate afterwards—We 
have cause in abundance to Justify the measure, if our Gov- 
ernment regards National honour, and National interest—The 
Ocean, the Mexican Gulf, the Mississippi, & the Lakes must 
be our boundaries*— 

The Presidents scheme of Dry Docks? after exciting laughter 


President Jefferson himself had written confidentially as early 
as April 18, 1802, to Robert Livingston, his Minister to France; “the 
day that France takes possession of New Orleans * * * seals 
the Union of two nations, who, in conjunction, can maintain ex- 
clusive possession of the ocean, From that moment we must marry 
ourselves to the British fleet and nation.” Jefferson’s Works, April 
18th, 1802. 

2Grove here discloses the usual Federalist pro-British attitude and 
the natural distrust of France which so uniformly characterized his 
party. 7 

°Congress authorized the President to cal! out 80,000 volunteers 
at his discretion. Act approved March 3, 1803; and fifteen gun- 
boats and four war vessels had also been voted by Act of Feb. 28th. 
This gesture was to impress opponents in the negotia'cions. 

*This follows closely the argument of Senator Ross, and the Fed- 
eralist attitude throughout, upon this question—an attitude the 
Federalists could well afford as the party of opposition. The staunch 
Republicanism of the western part of the nalcion was in danger of 
being Federalized by the situation inasmuch as this part of ‘the 
country was naturally the more impatient of delay in acquisition 
of the territory in question. 

‘Jefferson had come to office in 1801 pledged to retrenchment 
in national expenditure and one of the methods adopted was to 
reduce the Naval establishment, place the larger vessels in dry- 
docks and build only gunboats for coast defense. The war on 
the Barbary pirates, 1803-1805 forced some departure from ‘his 
administration plan. See James Schouler’s History of the United 
States, Vol. II, p. 22, et seq. for Jefferson’s Naval policy. 
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and contempt of practical men of both parties, has been con- 
signed to oblivion by postponing the scheme to furturity. ‘ 

The subject of countervailing duties after being examined by 
the Committee of Commerce and manufactures, was recom- 
mended to be repealed—The Merchantile Men, as well as many 
Politicians disagreed considerably as to the effect and conse- 
quences of the measure, and it was finally postponed ’till next 
Session. My impressions were strongly in favor of a repeal, 
under the belief a Competition in the carrying trade would be 
favorable to the Southern and agricultural States, but I wish 
the Competition to be a fair one, for I by no means would 
agree to any measure that should ruin or depress unfairly, our 
own carrying trade. 

The investigation Committee! of last Session has been silent 
as death on the subject of their report, ’till today when it was 
moved that all the papers relating to the War & Navy sh‘. be 
printed—Many of the Democrats oppose the thing as unneces- 
sary & expensive, and that no good was to be derived from it, 
that the making out these abstracts from the books of the 
Depart™. had cost 5 M Dollars; and that printing them would 
cost 5 or 6 M more Dollars—that the Report and the papers 
could criminate no person, and that the whole affair had better 
rest in oblivion—but the generality of the Federal Men Voted 
with such of the Demo’s as called for printing and carried the 
resolution, for fear it might be said We wished to suppress 
any evidence that existed, upon which the report was founded, 
& the base insinuations & charges which have been spread 
against the former public officers—Every decent man almost of 
the party are now ashamed of the Report and regret it was 
ever made?— 

It is very evident the majority in our House are kept to- 


10n May 3, 1802, the Republican majority ordered an investi- 
gation of the expenditure and application of public funds by ‘he 
War and the Navy Departments from January 1, 1797, to December 
31, 1801. Annals of Congress, Seventh Congress, First Session, 
1801-1802, p. 1294. 

"February 25, 1803, the above investigation was closed simply 
by printing the public documents that had developed by ‘the in- 
guiry which had failed of its purpose to uncover Federalist ex- 
travagance or misapplication of funds. See Annals of Congress, 
Seventh Congress, Second Session, 1802-1808, p. 602, et seq. 
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gether with much difficulty—Giles! is much wanted to lead 
them-——They have not a man of Business & strong talents in 
their party—Randolpbh? is too infirm in health and Captious in 
temper—Genl. Smith? is too percipitate and incorrect—M". 
Nicholson* is too puffy and insolent—Doctors Mitchell® & 
Eustis® may be good Chymests & anatomists—but as to Leges- 
lation, they seem too wise to do any good to their party—If 
we were to be 3 months longer in Session, I firmly believe the 
majority would split into Violent Coteries. 

It would excite your laughter, & indignation by turns could 
I tell you all our Secret messages, Secret motions, & Secret acts 
** during the short Session. These exclusive Republicans made 
a terrible uproar once about “publicity.” Now “Confidential 
messages’ Secret motions, Secret discussions, Secret Laws, and 
Secret trifles are the order of the day— 

I have made this letter longer than I intended, but if it were 
not for fear of tiring you out, I might tell you much more of 
the New order of things, which must have a tendency to bring 
the administration into contempt, or the Country to ruin— 


1Giles, William Branch, seventeenth Governor of Virginia (1827- 
30) and Congressman from that State from 1791 'to 1803, one ses- 
sion excepted. He entered Congress in 1791 as a Federalist but 
went over to the Republicans on the issue of establishing a United 
States Bank. He was one of the oldest members of his par'ty and 
a great parliamentarian. 

2John Randolph, “of Roanoke,” Virginia Representative and Sen- 
ator, was perhaps one of the most brilliant but most erratic public 
men our country has produced. See Henry Adams’s Life of John 
Randolph. 

2Samuel Smith, Revolutionary soldier, member of Congress from 
Maryland from 1793 to 1803 and again from 1816 to 1822, United 
States Senator from 1803 to 1815 and again from 1822 to 1833, Act- 
ing Secretary of Navy in 1801, Brigadier-General in war of 1812. 

‘Joseph Hopper Nicholson, member of Congress from Maryland 
from 1799 to 180€. 

‘Samuel Latham Mitchell, Republican Representative in Con- 
gress from New York, 1801-04, United States Senator 1804-09, and 
again Representative from 1809 to 1813, had been professor of 
natural history and chemistry in Columbia College from 1791-1801. 
Dr. Mitchell was a man of varied gifts and attained distinction in 
science both in America and Hurope. 

‘Dr. William Eustis, physician and surgeon of Boston, Mass., 
member of Congress 1800-5, United States Secretary of War 1807- 
13, United States Minister to Holland 1814-18, member of Con- 
gress 1818-22, Governor of Massachusetts from 1823 to his death 
in 1825. LL.D. of Harvard in 1822. 


24 
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I have heard of the Stir making in the District of the 
F. V.t—by the Candidates to Succeed me—some of them had 
better take care they dont break down before the race— 

I mean to stay and see the last of the Session, and to give 
my Vote of thanks to our old friend Macon? who has con- 
ducted himself with more moderation & impartiality in the 
chair than many of us expected, & I firmly beleive more than 
any of his party would have done, had thay been in his Situa- 
tion: I find they are making head against him for next year— 
tho’ they have not fixed on their Man, Dawson? is talked of— 

Offer my respects to M's. Steele and your Family, and be 
assured I am 

My dear Sir 
with real regard 
y= respectfully 
W. B. Grove 
John Steele Esq. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


1Grove represented a district lying mainly in the Cape Fear 
valley. Despite his confidence he was destined 'to be defeated for 
the succeeding Congress, losing his seat to Samuel D. Purviance. 
Five of North Carolina’s representatives were avowed Federalists 
in the Seventh Congress, while only one appears in the Highth, 
which begun its sessions in October, 1803. 

?Nathaniel Macon, Representative from North Carolina 1791-1815 
and Senator 1815 to his voluntary retirement in 1828, was Speaker 
of the House from 1801 to 1806. He was always well liked by even 
his Federalist opponents and numbered many of them in and out 
of the State as among his personal friends. Indeed, Macon himself, 
always deprecated 'the party bitterness of his day and sought to 
regard himself as no party man, though his principles and prac- 
tices were strongly Republican. 

‘Probably William Johnstone Dawson, of Chowan, Federalist Rep- 
resentative 1793-1794 of a district adjacent to Macon’s. If these 
two were now in the same district there must have been a redis- 
tricting since 1795. 
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John Payne to John Steele 


Wasuineton 7. March 1803. 
Sir. 

Accept my warmest acknowledgements for your favor of the 
10. Ultimo. 

Fortune had not decreed that I should visit sweet Paris under 
the auspices of M*. Monroe. Economy (or some other reason 
with which I am unacquainted) has determined him not to 
encumber himself with a Secretary. I confess I had some hopes 
that the fickle goddess would this time have smiled on me, but, 
I believe she has determined to raise my expections only to 
make me feel the bitterness of disappointment. 

I have in some measure pursued the studies you recommended, 
but not with that unabating ardor which ought to have ac- 
cuated one in my situation. I feel that I want an essential 
quality to make a figure in life. It is application. This is not 
a natural want but habit, and this habit I am determined to con- 
quer. 

A continuance in my present situation is very unfavorable to 
my good determinations, but have before me a remedy. It is 
a letter from M*. Jackson soliciting me to study law with him, 
and assuring me that I shall receive every attention in his power. 
The offer is advantageous, shall I accept of it. Your advice 
shall be my law. 

You have lighted up the flame of ambition in my breast, and 
I will march straight forward to distinction or perish in the at- 
tempt. If I succeed I’ll say ’twas Steele who pointed out to me 
the path of honor and if I fail I’ll say the path was devious 
and that I was too weak sighted to follow it correctly. 

I herewith forward the latest Paris papers I can procure. 
If you wish it, I will send them as fast as they arrive. 

My sisters present their sincere love to Miss Ann & best re- 


1See letter and notes, Steele to Payne, February 10, 1803. 
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spects to yourself, and request that you will visit them in 
Orange. > 
With every sentiment of respect, 
Tram, 
Sir, 
Your Obed. serv’. 
Joun Payne. 
[ Endorsed : | 
John Payne Esq’. 
to 
John Steele. 
Washington 7, March 
1803 
Answ‘4. May 30%. see 
copy within. 
John Steele Esquire, 
Salisbury, 
North Carolina. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


John Haywood to John Steele 


Rareicu, 14 March 1803. 
My dear Sir, 

Major Williams,! who will hand you this, has taken charge 
of and will deliver to you One Hundred and eighty-eight Dol- © 
lars ($188) being the amount of the Interest due on the Stock 
standing to the credit of your Daughter, Miss Elizabeth Steele,” 


1Robert Williams (1768-1834), of Surry, member of the State 
Senate 1792-95; member of Congress 1797-1808; Governor of Miss- 
issippi Territory 1805-1809. Major Williams subsequently resided 
in Mississippi and North Carolina, practicing law and engaging in 
planting. Locating finally in Ouachita, Louisiana, he died there in 
1834 and was buried upon his plantation near Monroe, that state. 

*Hlizabeth Steele, was the youngest daughter of John Steele. 
She was born August 5, 1795, married Colonel Robert Macnamara, 
of Salisbury, June 28, 1814, and died at Annsfield, near Salisbury, 
November 28, 1834. 
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on the Books of the Commissioner of Loans here,’ up to the 
end of the last year, say up to the end of the year 1802.—I will, 
quarter yearly, apply for and remit to you such interest as shall 
hereafter become due on this stock, either in Bank-Bills or in 
Drafts on the Sheriff of Rowan; but in Bills rather, if they 
ean be had, from a belief they will at once command other 
Money from the Merchants of Salisbury, and give you therefore, 
perhaps, less trouble than Drafts on the Sheriff, who may be 
in Cash when you need it.—I presented the Power you sent 
me on this occasion to the Commissioner of Loans, and read 
to him the part of your Letter which respected it; on which 
[illegible], without objecting to it, and thereupon handed me 
the cash for you.—I have only to add on this subject, that I 
am flattered and obliged by your calling on me on this occasion; 
and thereby putting it in my power, in some small degree, to 
manifest the grateful remembrance I have and ever shall re- 
tain of your more than friendly, yea, of your unwearied and 
brotherly kindness and attention toward me and mine. 

From all I have been able to discover, from a view of the Books 
ete., and from all I can otherwise learn, I am clearly of opinion 
you ought, without hesitation, to take as your own, the Grants 
mentioned in your former and last Letters: I have no doubt but 
the entries were made and paid for, in some one or other of the 
ways suggested; and would by this opportunity send you the 
Grants, were it not that.it unluckily so happens, that access 
cannot at present be had to them; owing tc the indisposition of 
the Secretary,” who is and has been for many days confined to 
his bed; his life has been thought in imminent danger and 
his recovery is still held doubtful;—if he does again get out, 
you may be assured, I will avail myself of the earliest oppor- 
tunity of laying my hands on those Grants for you and of for- 
warding them to you; I wish they may have been well located 
and hope they may prove valuable to you. 

Mr. Grove was here the other day and shewed me a Letter 
he lately received from Dr. Sibly,? formerly of Fayetteville, but 


1The Commissioner of Loans for North Carolina was Sherwood 
Haywood, brother of John Haywood. 

*Secretary of State, William White, of Lenoir County. He suc- 
ceeded James Glasgow in 1798 and held the office to 1810. 

‘Dr. John Sibley. See note 4, Ingram to Steele, July 11, 1787. 
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of late a Traveller in the Mississippi Country; from which it 
might be concluded, that the best Lands in the United States 
are to be found in the Country where the Doctor now is:— 
He describes the Lands on each side the River as being in a 
state of high cultivation; producing large quantities of sugar 
from the Cane—Corn—Rice—Cotton ete—and speaks of the 
Lands found in the neighborhood of the Walnut Hills,’ as being 
the Garden of America, and rivalling the soil of the Nile or 
Ganges.—I mention this, not merely by way of telling you of 
the Doctor’s description of this fine Country; but with the 
view of letting you know or rather of calling to your mind, 
that parts of it are now to be sold, in such way as may probably 
make it an object with you:—I think Mr. Grove said that pre- 
emption rights were reserved or granted; and I understood from 
Sibly’s Letter, that there were many Tomahawk-Improvements? 
made and making on the best of these Lands: these are always, 
with very few exceptions, in the hands of Men who will sell 
for very little money; and of such, I have no doubt, great bar- 
gains may and will be had :—I dislike the Country as a frontier, 
and on account of the neighbors we have and are like to have 
there; otherwise, I should, I think, be highly pleased with own- 
ing Lands in it, and indeed with living in it: the Lands must 
be soon of great worth. 

Our Winter here has been uncommonly severe, and it is but 
within a day or two that we begin to have pleasant weather: 
our Gardens have been all bound in ice, nor is there yet an ap- 
pearance of Vegetation, save now and then in some early flower. 

The late Assembly of our State passed a Resolution of which 
I send you herewith a copy lest you should not have seen or re- 
ceived it from any other quarter: i [is] clumsily worded, but 
was well meant. 


1The “Walnut Hills” is the present site of the city of Vicksburg, 
below the point where the Yazoo River enters the Mississippi. The 
lands under discussion above later came to be known as the Yazoo 
lands, the subject of great speculation, and a government inquiry 
of considerable political importance. 

“Tomahawk improvements” signified casual improvements, such 
as felling a few trees, blasing lines with an ax, etc., the object 
being to establish priority of title in an area where surveys and 
fixed titles were not yet practicable. 
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My Children have suffered, in common with all the young 
people around us, by the Measles: they have however at length 
pretty well recovered—My wife and myself are in health.—I 
shall be happy to learn that you and your family are likewise 
so.— 

I offer to you my respectful Regards and best wishes. I 
remain much and truly yours, 

Joun Haywoop 

Genl. Steele 

My brother wishes his respects to you. He is well. 
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(John Steele) to Nathaniel Macon 


Sauispury April 11th 1803. 
Dear Sir, 

By Major Williams! who left this place at the close of our 
court I wrote you a few lines in which I omitted to remind you 
of your promise to see me in the course of the ensuing summer. 
Nothing I assure you would give me greater pleasure than to 
take you by the hand at my hut, and our girls hope you will 
favor them with the company of your daughter at the same time. 
They will do every thing in their power to make her time 
while here pass agreeably. In return for a few weeks of 
your own society I will treat you with some of the visions of a 
cidevant. A station in the back ground sometimes affords views 
not altogether uninteresting to those engaged in the busy 
scenes of the front ranks. The only merit of mine is that they 
have been formed with calmness and deliberation. There is one 
important subject on which J cannot forbear to give you a 
few hints in anticipation. A good deal of reflection since has 
confirmed me in the opinion I expressed to you about a year 
ago. The reasons in support of that opinion wd. be too long for 
a letter by post. I allude to the Mandamus? and the fashionable 

1Probably Major Robert Williams. See above. 


"The famous Marbury versus Madison case. The subject above 
all others that preoccupied the minds of public were from the 
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doctrine which it was made use of to establish, that the courts 
have power to pronounce Acts of Congress unconstitutional and 
void. There is a remarkable coincidence in the arguments, lately 
published, of Mr. Lee! and the Chief Justice. To whom the 
credit of originating and digesting them belongs is not perhaps 
material. Between them they have made the most of the oc- 
casion. Logicians in the forum like Partizans in the field show 
their skill by passing the strong and selecting the weaker points 
of attack. 

It is certainly a sound principle that in a well organized 
government of Laws, as we believe ours to be, every wrong shd 
have its proper remedy. If this principle can be shown to 
have full effect in the cases stated by the Chief Justice the ne- 
cessity for Judicial interference will not exist, as all the argu- 
ments in favor of such interference are predicated on hypo- 
thesis that an injury has been done to the applicants by the 
Executive and that they are without remedy except from the 
Judiciary. This is the point which the Chief Justice and the 
learned Council pretended to examine. By the theory of our 
Government the legislative the Executive & Judicial depart- 
ments are in a certain degree, or for certain purposes distinct. 
It is inaccurate to suppose them equal in trust or in power. 
The officers who compose the Presidents council are his consti- 
tutional advisers and with him form what is denominated the 
Executive. Should the Secty. of State a constituent part of this 
great department do wrong in his official capacity to an in- 


campaign of 1800 to the time when Chief-Justice John Marshall 
rendered his opinion in Marbury vs. Madison, was the question as 
to what power, if any, could annul acts of Congress. This question 
had been originally raised by the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions 
of 1798, and now assumed remarkable importance from the fact 
that the Republicans were now in power and had assumed a 
decided hostility to the powers of the Supreme Court, while the 
authors of the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions were now 
President and Secretary of State respectively. For the whole issue 
see A. J. Beveridge, Life of John Marshall, Vol. III, chap. 3. The 
interesting point of Steele’s letter to his friend, who is not named, 
is that, Federalist though he is, he takes very opposing views to 
the trend of the Federalist opinion in the matter under discussion, 
a trend that finally, through Marshall’s wise handling of the 
judicial power, won through to supremacy and thus perhaps 
saved the young nation from early dissolution. 

Charles Lee, of Virginia, the late Attorney-General under Presi- 
dent John Adams. 
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dividual or to the public with or without the sanction of the 
president the intimate relation which the constitution supposes 
to exist between him and the President may be dissolved by re- 
moval or impeachment after which he is amenable to the Ju- 
dicial authority in the form of an indictment and perhaps by 
civil process. Until that connection be dissolved the official acts 
of a Secty. of State! are to be regarded as the acts of the Presi- 
dent. With respect to them he stands on Executive ground not 
examinable by the Judiciary. The courts have no constitutional 
power to inquire whether (for instance) a patent for land be 
wrongfully or righifully witheld. If witheld the first step of a 
purchaser supposing himself entitled shd. be by petition to the 
President afterwards if redress be refused by petition to the 
house of Reprs. where impeachments originate. The remedies 
in the power of these two authorities to afford cannot fail to 
be effectual, the course to be pursued to obtain them is plain 
and consistent with the most obvious principles of our Govt. 
It avoids that worst of political evils a war of Departments, 
and the disorganization and public injury which such collisions 
produce in a country where opinion is free if neither of the 
contending authorities (as is the case with the Executive and 
Judiciary) be in relation to the other paramount, and if one 
of them as the Chief Justice has avowed shd. refuse to acknowl- 
edge the Legislature as the common and rightful superior of 
both. Admit the right of the supreme Court to step on Exec- 
utive ground in the case of a patent or a pension and you will 
subject at once the comptr. to judicial discipline and all the vast 
concerns of the Treasy. to the revision of a department which 
in theory is the third but in practice aims at becoming the 
first power of the State. With respect then to the particular 
case of Mr. Marbury & others they cannot in my humble opinion 
demand either their commissions or transcripts from the rec- 


1William Marbury and others who had received appointments at 
the hands of President Adams as justices of the peace in the 
District of Columbia, but whose commissions had not been delivered 
before his retirement from office and had been withheld since 
Jefferson’s accession, applied to the Supreme Court for a writ of 
mandamus compelling Madison, Jefferson’s Secretary of State, to 
deliver their commissions. Upon such a small issue the important 
decision of Marbury vs. Madison was predicated. 


378 Tue Norru Carorina Historica, Commission 

ords of the Secty. of State as matters of right and after the 
opinion given by the court that a transcript would be of 
equal validity with the original it would be wrong to furnish 
it as matter of courtesy. It was here that the Chief Justice 
showed his skill in passing over the most formidable objec- 
tion without notice. Both he and the learned counsel treated 
it in their arguments as a point conceded that the Justices 
of the peace for the district of Columbia are Judges in the 
sense of the constitution. The law which provides for their 
appointment contains the refutation of this opinion. They 
are to be commissioned for five yrs. and not during good 
behaviour. There are but two descriptions of tenures by which 
offices are held under the constitution. All offices are held un- 
der the constitution. All offices must be of one or the other. 
If the Justices are Judges in the sense of the constitution the 
law which limits their appointment to five years is unconstitu- 
tional, and of course according to the Chief Justice void. Any 
tenure short of that different from that prescribed by the con- 
stitution “during good behaviour’ would be so. If they were 
not Judges in this sense they are like other officers removed by 
the President. The laws cannot be valid and void at the same 
time, good to vest the power of Judges but void as to the limi- 
tation of their authority. This is too great an absurdity to be 
seriously maintained, and yet without recurrence to some such 
fiction it is difficult to perceive on what foundation the title 
of the Justices of the peace for the district of Columbia to 
hold their offices independently of the will of the Executive 
rests. It can not be from the nature of the duties to be per- 
formed else the Comptr. Auditor, Accountants, Commrs. and 
certain laws and treaties wd. be equally independent for they 
all perform duties in a certain degree judicial, and in some 
points of view much more important to society. The act which 
provides for their appointment must then be presumed the only 
foundation of their independence and this proves as clearly as a 
point can be proved by implication that they were not to be 
regarded as Judges in the sense of the constitution and that 
the term of five years was fixed for their service merely that the 
Executive department might at stated periods revise the roll 
and leave out such as age or other causes had rendered unfit 
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without recurring to the painful alternative of removal (during 
good behaviour, and that the term of five yrs. was fixed for 
their service merely that the Executive Department might at 
stated periods review the roll and leave out such as age or 
other causes had rendered unfit without recurring to the pain- 
ful alternative of removal. If the power of removing all offi- 
cers not commissioned during good behaviour be derived from 
the constitution an act of Congress to divest the President of 
that power according to the maxims of the Chief Justice wd. 
be unconstitutional and void.)* 

The President is.said to derive the power or removing all 
officers not commissioned to hold their offices during good be 
haviour from the constitution, if so according to the maxims 
of the Chief Justice an act to divest him of that power or to 
restrain the exercise of it in express terms wd. be unconstitu- 
tional and void. The consent of the President to such an act 
wd. be equally unconstitutional because Congress even with his 
approbation cannot alter the constitution. In Engd. it is 
otherwise. But even there the King is not bound by any act 
of Parliament unless he be named therein by special and par- 
ticular words. The most general words that can be devised 
affect not him in the least if they may tend to restrain or di- 
minish any of his rights or interests:—for it wd. be of the 
most mischievous consequence to the public if the Executive 
power were liable to be curtailed without its own express con- 
sent by constructions and implications.” 

The limitation of five yrs. then cannot create an independence 
of the Executive to whom it exclusively appertains as incident 
to the power of Appointment to determine when and how va- 
cancies happen free from any kind or degree of responsibility 
to the judicial Department. and consequently a right to demand 
the Commissions, or transcripts of them, or to exercise in vir- 
tue of either the authorities of Justices of the peace contrary 
to the will of the President is without foundation. A case ex- 
actly in point occurred not long since in Pennsylvania. The 
present Govr. removed an officer, I think the Adjt. Genl. who 
held his appointment under a law which fixed the tenure to a 


*(Marked out). 
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term of years like that of the Justices for the Ds. of Columbia. 
There was moreover a salary attached to this office which in a 
State where rights are so well understood and so highly valued 
as in Pennsylvania wd. not have been yielded if a power to re- 
vise and correct the procedure had been supposed to exist in 
the courts. However men may differ in their opinions as 10 
the expediency and perhaps the justice of some parts of Mr. 
McKeans political conduct all I believe agree in paying homage 
to his professional knowledge and it is for this reason only that 
the case is cited. 

Can the Judges by judicial sentences pronounce acts of Con- 
gress unconstitutional and void? This is a power so transparent 
and caleulated to alter so essentially the relations which difft. 
departmts. of Government bear to each other, that it shd. have 
some far better foundation than the constructive inferences 
of those who claim and are to exercise it. By the theory of 
our Govt. the three great depts. are distinct, though not equal. 
The Legislature in the nature of things is supreme because it 
not only prescribes rules of action but possesses independently 
of the other depts. the power of compelling obedience. Its mem- 
bers moreover are under the same solemn obligation to do 
right & support the constitution inviolate, and possess the same 
right to determine in their legislative capacity the meaning of 
its doubtful parts, that the Judges do in their official capacity. 
That both Houses of the Legislature formed as they are the 
President and heads of Depts. shd. be more liable to be mis- 
taken, or more disposed to violate it than perhaps a bare ma- 
jority of the Judges of the supreme Court is not to be con- 
ceded. Whence then originates the error in supposing that the 
judges possess this new & gigantic power? I answer, in the 
facility with which small bodies of men can be brought to em- 
brace an opinion favorable to their own dignity and official 
influence—to the common interests which gentlemen of the law 
feel throughout our country in extending their spheres of action 
by increasing the jurisdiction of the judicial dept. and as a 
necessary consequence the chances of litigation—but above 
all to inaccurate notions which are perhaps the offspring of 
the foregoing combination concerning the original distribution 
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of powers by the constitution and the indulgence—which that 
Dept. on accot. of its weakness has been regarded by a gen- 
erous people. If a bill having passed thro the forum of both 
houses shd. be returned by the President because he deemed it 
unconstitutional, two thirds of each house aftds concurring it 
becomes a law the opinion of the Executive notwithstanding 
and the Secty. of State must receive and deposit it among the 
rolls accordingly. Can it be presumed that a prerogative 
defined with scrupulous exactness and limited in reference to 
the second department of Govt. shd. have been intended by the 
convention to be confided to the third by implication in a sense 
as broad too as the most express words could convey it. A doc- 
trine so entirely unsupported by reason and analogy cannot 
stand the test of examination. How then it may be asked are 
the Judges of the supreme court to act in cases where they con- 
scientiously believe the law and the constitution to be at va- 
_riance? 1st. They shd. suspend their decision and present to 
the President a respectful representation for the purpose of 
having the attention of the Legislature called to the subject. 
If after considering the representation of the Judges an at- 
tempt be made to repeal the law without success, or if a session 
be allowed to pass without repeal or modification, it then be- 
comes the duty of the supreme court to acquiesce in the same 
manner as an inferior tribunal is bound to yield obedience to 
a superior. It is hence the difficulty originates. The Supreme 
Court cannot regard the Legislature as a supr. tribunal and un- 
til its superiority be established decisively the question will 
remain unsettled. The solemn mockery of the oath applies 
equally to the members of the Legislature and of the Executives 
who were concerned in passing as to the Judges and Officers 
whose duty is may be to execute a law which the latter may 
deem unconstitutional. <A distant Judge for instance may con- 
scientiously believe a tax on carriages unconstitutional yet if 
adjudged to be otherwise by the supreme court he is bound to 
yield acquiescence, and give it execution. It is equally clear 
that the supreme court owes, and may be compelled to yield 
similar obedience to the deliberations and solemn acts of the 
Legislatures, the highest and most august tribunal of a free 
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country. Order and the genuine relations of Govt. cannot long 
be preserved in any other way. 

Autograph draft. 
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John Haywood to John Steele 


RarercH 17%, April 1803 
Dear Sir, 

By Maj. Robert Williams,? I had the pleasure of forwarding 
to you, in the Month of March last, the interest which had at 
that time become due on the Stock standing to the credit to 
your Daughter on the Books of the Commission of Loans at 
this place: and, by Judge Macey,? I now send you the amount 
of the interest which has since become due on the Stock; say, 
Fifty Dollars, being the interest of the first quarter in the pres- 
ent year :—Maj. Williams has not yet returned, I hope however 
the interest sent by him safely reached you.— 

Mr’. White, the Secretary,* has not yet been able to get from 
his House to the Office; I have, however, procured the Grants 
for you which were in it. and send them herewith by Judge 
Macay; with the hope they may come safely to your hands 
and prove valuable to you:—The Judge came to get'his Salary, 
and appears in much haste to reach Hillsboro, before the Court 


4So wide a discrepancy exists here between Steele’s position and 
that assumed by the Federalists generally, particularly in the cen- 
tral and Northern states, that one interested in his political rela- 
tionships would be at a loss unless he remembered the old-time fear 
that all North Carolina had possessed of the Federal Judiciary, a 
fear that had operated so potently to keep her out of the Union 
in 1788. Steele’s arguments in the above are essentially those he 
employed in the Convention at Hillsboro, 1788, to convince his 
compatriots they had nothing to fear from the Federal Judiciary. 

*See note 1 of letter of Haywood to Steele, March 14, 1808, above. 

*Spruce McCay, of Rowan, member of the Superior Court bench 
from 1782 to 1808, the date of his death. A most useful citizen of 
the State, McCay set a high standard of judicial integrity and legal 
ethics. 

*William White, of Lenoir County, member of the Commons 
1792, 1793 and of the Senate 1796, 1797, was elected Secretary of 
State of North Carolina in 1798 and served to 1810. 
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shall rise there: from this cause I have not time to add to my 
Letter, further than by offering to you my affectionate Regards 
and best Wishes; and by requesting my Respects may be made 
acceptable to your Lady and Daughters. 

adieu & believe me, much & truly 
yours 
Joun Haywoop. 
My Brother Sherwood?! is well 
and begs his Respects to you 
Gen!'. Steele 


Amo’, Int. rec’, March quarter $50—— 


Cr. 
P4, Col’. Polk’s fees on Grants as 
p™ his Endorsement. 5-60 
due Miss Steele $ 44-40 & sent 
by Judge Macay. 
3 Bills 40/ each $12— 
16 ditto 20/ each 32— 


2 d° 2/ de a) 


$44.40 
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J (ames) Turner to John Steele 


Rateten 5th May 1803. 

Sir 

I have the honor to enclose to you a Resolution of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of this State, entered into at their last Session, 
expressive of their thanks for the services by you rendered to 
the State of North Carolina, in aiding the Public Treasurer 
in Vesting certain Monies in the stock of the United States; 
Agreeable to a Resolution of the preceeding legislature. 

1Sherwood Haywood, brother to John Haywood, was clerk to the 


State Senate during each annual session from 1786 to 1798. See a 
note on him elsewhere above. 
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It is made my duty to communicate to you the high Sense the 
legislature entertains of the Services by you rendered the State 
in the Negociation above mentioned which duty I feel a par- 
ticular pleasure in performing, as the sentiments of the legis- 
lature and my own on that subject are in perfect unison. 

Could I have made the communication at an early period 
it would have been much more agreeable to me, but as I was 
not (as is usual in such cases) furnished with the Resolution at 
the rise of the Assembly, nor did I know such an one had 
passed until I saw it in the printed copy of the Journals fur- 
nished me by the Public printer, I hope will be deemed a 
sufficient apology for its being made at this late day. 

I am with sentiments of respect 
Your Obedient humble servant 
Mr. Steele. J. TuRNER. 
Addressed: The Honourable 
Mr. Steele 
Near Salisbury 
North Carolina. 
Endorsed: Governor Turner 
to 

John Steele 

May 5th, 1803 

Answr. within 


May 27th. 
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[ Enclosure: May 5, 1803] 
Jo(seph) Riddick! & S(tephen) Cabarrus? to John Steele 


Copy 
North Carolina 
Resolved, That the thanks of this General Assem- 
bly be presented to the Honble John Steele Esquire for the 


1Joseph Riddick, of Gates, was speaker of the State Senate for 
ten years, 1800-1811. 

“Stephen Cabarrus, of Chowan, was six times speaker of the 
House of Commons, 1800-1805. 
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services by him rendered to the Treasurer and State of North 
Carolina, in purchasing a part of the Funded Debt of the 
United States agreeably to a Resolution of the last session of 
this Legislation, and that his Excellency the Governor make 
known to Mr. Steele the high sense they entertain of the ser- 
vices by him so rendered in that negociation. 

In the House of Commons 18th December 1802 
Read and concurred with 
By order S. Cabarrus, Spk. H. C. 
J. Hunt, Clk. 
In Senate 18th December 1802 
Read and concurred with 
Jo. Riddick Spk. S. 
By order 
M. Stokes, Clk. 
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(John Steele) to Governor Turner 


Satispury May 27th 1803 
Sir 
The honor conferred upon me by your letter of the 5th inst. 
and the resolution of the General Assembly which it inclosed 
I have received with due sensibility. Public approbation, at all 
times gratifying to me, is rendered peculiarly so in this 
instance by the polite manner in which you have been pleased 
to communicate it. 
I have the honor to be, Sir 
with great respect 
Your Excellency’s obedient & huml. Servt. 
Governor Turner 
Raleigh. 
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William Barry Grove to John Steele 


Fayetrevitte May 27th- 1803 
My Dear Sir, 

Since my return from Washington I have been solely en- 
gaged in domestic & agricultural affairs, and tho I often think 
of past scenes and old friends, I rejoice in my escape from the 
broils & toils of a public character, in these days of Democratic 
mania & affectation of Republicanism. 

Tho tis not my natural temper to “look on Rebellion, fraud 
& treason, in the calm lights of mild Philosophy,” yet in regard 
to the Election for Congress in this District, I am endeavoring 
to do so. this indifference as to the event, is at times almost 
overcome, by my recollection & detestation of our present rulers 
and their abettors, whose narrow and deceitful policy I most 
cordially detest and abhor.— 

Many persons of some Judgement, think Duncan McFarlan? 
will be our representative, I am unwilling however to believe 
it possible, that even the [illegible] part of the District are 
disposed to inflict [such?] a wound on the character of the 
State & on our Elective Government, as to send this wretch to 
Congress. the other Candidates tis feared, will divide the 
Votes so as to let this beast be my Successor.*— if it should be 
so, I am resolved to quit the District at any Sacrifice— I feel 
for none of the Candidates a sufficient interest to become a 
zealous advocate for them. For M* Hay* I have every regard 
& esteem that can arise from private friendship and our con- 
nexion. J know him to [be?] an honest good man, but his 


+William Barry Grove, uncompromising Federalist, had been con- 
tinuously returned to Congress by the “Fayetteville District” since 
1791. By 1803 the district had become strongly permeated by 
Republican sentiment, and Grove himself, recognizing the inevitable, 
stood aside and contemned the “lesser lights,’ Federalist and Re- 
publican, who scrambled for his seat. 

“Duncan McFarlan, of Richmond County, which was in the same 
Congressional District as Cumberland, Grove’s county. 

®Samuel D. Purviance was the successful contestant for Grove’s 
seat. He was a moderate Republican, but gave place to Duncan 
McFarlan, a more decided Republican, in 1805. Each served one 
term, 1803-05, and 1805-07, respectively. 

4John Hay, of Fayetteville, member of the Commons for the 
borough, 1790, 1793, 1799, 1805. 
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political sentiments have been and are on many important 
points so hostile in my opinion, to the real interests of the 
Country, and so repugnant to those principles which have 
actuated me for some years in my political Situation, that tis 
impossible on the score of Consistency, for me to advocate his 
Election. 

To be zealous against him, would probably produce many 
unpleasant circumstances in our private and friendly inter- 
course; so that I have partly resolved to adopt the Indian plan, 
of “letting every man paddle his own Canoe.”—this however 
is all between ourselves.—[Illegible] little news, but what I 
derive from the papers, from [Illigible]. have reason to calcu- 
late on a renewal of the War between France & Britain.W— 
I hope it may be true, if it is to eventuate in the humbling of 
the Gallic power, which in my opinion threatens to domineer 
over all the World; but to check that “Wonderful people’— 
I apprehend John Bull must be powerfully aided by some of 
the European powers, & perhaps by the injured and insulted 
Americans who have as much to fear from the ambition & 
avarice of France, as any Nation who is not disposed to submit 
to her gigantic Views. Should a renewal of hostilities take 
place between these great rival powers I trust our chance for 
securing the Missippi & its eastern border &c. will be em- 
braced, and that the United States may be able to procure 
& maintain a territory which seems essential to her peace & 
Security, and actually forms by nature an integral part of our 
Country.— I am persuaded Such a State of things, would put 
that part [of] the Country into our possession on better terms, 
and sooner, than Mt Monroe’s Mission*—for on the good effects 
of the latter, I have no faith. 


1The Treaty of Amiens, signed on March 25, 1802, had brought 
temporary peace between France and England, being the first lull 
in hostilities between them since 1793. May 18, 1803, England 
declared war anew upon France and did not again sheath her 
sword until Napoleon’s first abdication, April 11, 1814. 

January 11, 1803, President Jefferson, alarmed by the persistent 
rumors of the transfer of Louisiana by Spain to France, nominated 
James Monroe to be Minister Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to 
France and Minister Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to Spain. 
Louisiana not having been actually transferred to France, it seemed 
proper that Spain should also be consulted. The Senate confirmed 
the nomination, and gave Monroe full power, in conjunction with 
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The extreme cold, dry, backward Spring which we have 
experienced here, seems to have been general from S. to North. 
T hope the wheat is not much injured—our early white wheat has 
been hurt in this quarter, & our Cotton much checked, and the 
forward Corn cut down by cold & worms. We are now how- 
ever, enjoying fine rains, & live in hopes of making Support ; 
tho much Corn is now only planting. 

Miss Nessfield' tells me your Family is quite recovered from 
from the effects of last Fall, (’s) fever, She is also getting 
well in our mild healthy Sandhill atmosphere— altho it does 
not quite agree with Mr*%. Grove who is not in Very good 
health.— 

are we to see you this way this Summer, or fall? Mr*. Grove 
unites me in Compliments to you and Family.— 

With real regard & esteem 
I am 
Dear Sir 
Yrs Sincerely 
W. B. Grove. 
Please remember me to Mt Henderson.’ 
John Steele Esq. 
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John Steele to John Payne 


Satissury May 30, 1803 
Dear Sir. 
Accept my thanks for your favor of the 7. of March, and 
the packet which accompanied it. I did not wish you to be 


Livingston in France and Pinckney in Spain, to frame any treaty 
or convention that extended and secured the rights of the United 
States on the Mississippi, and set apart two millions of dollars to 
be used, it was understood, for the purchase of the island of New 
Orleans. The outcome of the mission was the purchase of the whole 
of Louisiana by Monroe and Livingston, April 30, 1803. For the 
whole diplomatic negotiations and correspondence relative to the 
acquisition of Louisiana see American State Papers, Foreign Rela- 
tion, II, 506-583. Also compare McMaster, II, 622-623. 

7Ann Nesfield, maiden sister of Mrs. John Steele. 

“Archibald Henderson, fellow member of Congress with Grove from 
1799 to 1808, and representing the “Salisbury District.” See above. 
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at the trouble of forwarding the Paris papers except when 
they contain something in relation to agriculture, the arts, or 
the general state of society in that country more than com- 
monly interesting. If you can spare time for the purpose, your 
knowledge of the French language will enable you to make the 
selection. An hour or two occasionly spent in this way may 
perhaps be attended with amusement and profit to yourself 
superadded to the pleasure which you will feel in contributing 
by it to the gratification of an absent friend. 

I wish I could give an opinion on the subject submitted to 
my consideration which you might adopt with safety. The 
choice of a profession is among the most important steps of a 
mans life. It is as difficult for one man to advise another in 
the choice of a wife as of a profession. A good or a bad choice 
has so great an influence upon his future fortunes that they 
may be considered of equal importance. His own feelings and 
self-knowledge must decide for him in both. With respect to 
the law I can only say that you will find it a dry and laborious 
study, in which it is impossible to arrive at eminence without 
the most persevering application. In a free country it is a sure 
path to distinction and wealth: but like the way to heaven it is 
narrow, and its difficulties are so numerous that to pursue it 
with success requires an uncommon share of self denial. At 
your age therefore, with habits scarcely formed I would be 
sorry to hear that you had relinquished y*. present situation (but 
in exchange for a better) until by some months close reading 
you shall have obtained a nearer view of the profession of the 
law, and a better acquaintance with the disposition of your own 
mind to embrace it. The book first in order is the history of 
England. If you cannot spare much time on other branches of 
history, you should at least read the history of the United 
States next, and of that one in particular where you intend to 
practice. By attending carefully to the principle events re- 
corded in these you will understand better not only certain great 
changes which have taken place at different times in the law; 
but the reason for them. Having finished these you will enter 
upon a course of elementary reading which no one is more com- 
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petent to prescribe to you, than your friend M*. Madison,’ and 
it is probable you will find the books in his library. These 
you can read as well at Washington, perhaps better than in the 
country. They consist chiefly of treaties concerning the spirit 
of laws The proportion to be preserved between crimes & 
punishments—————The principles of the penal law 

The constitution of England————The constitution of the 
United States——————Blackstones commentaries. Thus far 
you will find the study agreeable and restful to you whatever 
may be your ultimate determination. If you sh‘. conclude to 
proceed further you will stand in need of professional instruc- 
tion, because you are thence to take your departure into the 
dreary region of technical terms and rules of practice. 

Having been the first to introduce you into public business 
it is natural that I should feel interested in your success, as 
indeed I sincerely do in relation to all the gentlemen who were 
formerly under my direction. 

Hope you are assured of this, and that I am Dear Sir, 

very respectfully 
Your friend & Servant 
Jno. STEELE. 


John Payne Esq’. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


John Steele to Dr. Freehlong. 


Satispury June 2d 1803. 

Dear Sir 

Since I had the pleasure to see you I have made inquiry after 
the book which contains an account of the manner of proceeding 
to get the Ass and Cow together for the purpose of producing 
Mules, and find that it is not in this part of the country. I 
have consequently come as near to it as I could by making the 
enclosed extracts for you from the works of Abbe Spallanzani 
who speaks of the production of such Mules as an undoubted 


1James Madison, of Virginia, Secretary of State during Jefferson’s 
two terms, and succeeding the latter as President in 1809. 
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fact. In France they are called Jwmarts and in the Emperor 
of Morocco’s dominions where they are more numerous their 
common name is “Kumrah.” It is said in the history of that 
country that they possess great strength, and are excellent beasis 
for labor. If your experiments should prove that they can be 
produced here in sufficient numbers to answer the ordinary pur- 
poses of agriculture you will be entitled to the first honors of 
your country as a practical philosopher. Present my compli- 
ments to Mrs. Freehling and believe me to be 

Very respectfully 
Your most obt. servt. 
Jno. STEELE. 
Doctor Freehling. 
(Enclosure: 1803, June 2; Extract from the works of Abbe 
Spallanzani.) 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


Extracts from the Works of Abbe Spallanzani Royal Professor 
of Natural History in the University of Pavia, Superintend- 
ent of the Public Museum, Htc. 


Volume 2d. page 241. “We learn from antient and modern 
history that the seed of ‘one species of animal frequently im- 
pregnates the embryos of another when there is a near resem- 
blance between them. A third species usually denominated Mules 
is the fruit of this impregnation. Thus the male goldfinch 
produces with the female canary bird, an intermediate species; 
as also the white peacock with the common sort and the pheas- 
ant with the hen. Among quadrupeds the mules which are the 
offsprings of the Ass and the Mare, or the horse and the she 
ass are the most common. And the celebrated philosopher Mr. 
Bourgelat has now established beyond a doubt that the wolf 
propagates with the bitch. Nor is it always necessary that the 
two species should be very nearly allied. For wherein consists 
the close resemblance between the ass and the cow, or between 
the Ass and the mare; yet the recent and certain observations 
of the same french naturalist have proved that the singular 
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species of animal called the Jumart is produced by the copula- 
tion of these widely differing quadrapeds after its existence had 
been questioned by modern writers and expressly denied by 
Buffon. 

Again in the appendix to the same volume page 472 the au- 
thor in a letter to Marquis Lucchesine, Chamberlain to Fred- 
erick the Great, King of Prussia, expresses himself thus— 
“Tt is true that every kind of seed will not fecundate every 
species of animal. This liquor on which depends the per- 
petuity of the species must have a certain relation with the 
embryos to be fecundated and it is natural to suppose that 
such a relation does not belong to all kinds of seed. But it is 
also true that we can only learn from experiment when this 
relation does subsist. A dog and she wolf kept together a long 
time by Mr. Buffon never showed any sign of mutual atten- 
tion; but the experiment when repeated by others had a very 
different degree of success. The mules that were by these pro- 
duced propagated their kind. Mr. Buffon failed in the same 
manner with respect to dogs and Foxes. This experiment has 
not as far as I know been repeated by others. I should think 
that in more expert hands it would have been attended with a 
more fortunate result. But in the race of mules there is noth- 
ing perhaps so curious and surprizing as the famous Jumart. 
Three varieties you know, are enumerated, the offsprings of 
the Ass and Mare, the Ass and Cow, and the Bull and she Ass. 
Leger and Shaw admit the existence of all without hesitation. 
Mr. Bourgelat formerly inspector general of the school at 
Lyons in a letter to the illustrious Mr. Bonnet expressly says 
that he had been in possession of several of these Jumarts, and 
that one was dissected under his inspection in the school at 
Lyons and he communicates the result in in his letter to the 
Philosopher of Geneva. The authority of this celebrated and 
ingenuous person merits the utmost respect. Assuming then 
the existence of this singular sort of Mule I could wish that 
they could be multiplied much more than they have hitherto 
been both because they are well adapted to throw fuller light 
upon the great functions of generations, and because they may 
possibly prove highly advantageous to mankind as they are said 
to have been possessed of extraordinary strength. These illigti- 
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mate marriages take place only when the Ass or the Bull cannot 
find the means of satisfying their desires upon their own species 
and are moreover uncommonly ardent. 

Extracts from the works of Abbe Spallanzani! for Doctr. 
Freehling. 


(Enclosed in: 1803, June 2; Steele to Freehling.) 


Robert Williams? to John Steele 


Ratezien July 9. 1803. 
Sir, 

In confidence permit me to impress the propriety of your 
becoming a member of our next State Legislature. The Ses- 
sion after the next a Senator to the Congress of the United 
States from this State is to be chosen in room of M*. Franklin.* 


1Ouvres des Charles Bonnet, Tom. V. 

"Robert Williams, of Raleigh, attorney at law; clerk of the State 
Senate, 1816-1820; trustee of the University and Secretary-Treasurer 
of the Board, 1809-1821; Adjutant-General of the State Militia. His 
health failed during the legislative session of 1820 and, trusting that 
a journey through the mountains would benefit him, he traveled to 
the home of his brother, Colonel John Williams, near Knoxville, 
Tennessee, where he died, May 27, 1821. Raleigh Register, June 15, 
1821. The Minutes of the Trustees, MSS. (bound) Nov. 22, 1821. 
and ibid, Dec. 13, 1809. See the Robert Williams Papers, MSS., N. C. 
Hist. Soe. collection, Chapel Hill, N. C. Wheeler, in his History of 
North Carolina, 11, 409, confuses this Robert Williams with Robert 
Williams of Surry and Rockingham counties, who was also a lawyer, 
a member of the State Senate 1792-1795, from Rockingham; who 
was a representative in Congress 1797-1803; was Federal Land Com- 
missioner in Mississippi Territory 1803-1805; Governor of Mis- 
sissippi Territory, 1805-1809; and who died in Louisiana in 1836. 
Most of the biographical dictionaries copy Wheeler’s error. 

°Steele did not become a candidate for the legislature in 1803. 
Evan Alexander, another Federalist, represented the borough of 
Salisbury in that year; Joseph Pearson in 1804, and 1805; and 
Steele in 1806. : 

‘Jesse Franklin, of Surry County, was born in Orange County, Va., 
in 1760. He moved with his family to Surry in 1774; served as 
Major in the Revolution; as a member of the Commons, 1794, 1797, 
1798; as a member of the State Senate, 1805-1806; elected as a 
Republican to the Fourth Congress (March 4, 1795-March 8, 1797); 
elected to the U. S. Senate in 1799 and served to 1805; U. S. Senator 
again from 1807 to 1813; Governor of North Carolina, 1820-1821; 
died in Surry, August 31, 1823. Biog., Cong., Directory, 1774 to 1911. 
Wheeler, Hist. of N. C., II, 410. 
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I presume, so as I can hear no one speak in favor of his reelec- 
tion. Every man is strongly impressed with the propriety of 
this office being filled with one whose virtue and talents stand 
high in society. You are a man Sir, acknowledged as such by 
the judicious and wise, whose opinions alone are valuable. 
We have in this town thought of you or Colonel Williams as 
proper persons to fill this vacancy: the Colonel positively de- 
clines all public business hereafter. This duty with us appears 
to fall on you, and I hope Sir you will not be wanting. 
Accept Sir the best wishes & 
from your Obed. serv‘. 
Rozsr. WILiiaMs. 
Robert Williams 
to 
John Steele 
Raleigh July 9". 
1803. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Benjamin) Williams) to John Steele 


July 25%, 1803 

Dear Sur 

I have taken the liberty of troubling you with the enclosed 
in the hope you will have the goodness to forward it to the 
Gentleman who requested your Enquiries relative to my Lands, 
I should be disposed to treat when I return from D. R. say 
about the 11. next Month I shall be ready to attend to him: 
in the mean time Carpenters Bricklayers &¢ are making all 
possible dispatch towards the completion of my Building, & I 
would further add that should he suffer much time to elapse 
such arrangements will be made and expenses incurred as 
necessarily to require considerable addition to the Sum which 
at present I might take for the Estate. 


1See note 1, John Haywood to John Steele, July 26, 1803. 
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When I mentioned to you upwards of $30.000 as the price of 
my Lands it was more to the view of discovering whether the 
Person wishing to receive from me my Terms was of such 
ability as comported with my Ideas of the Worth of the Lands 
than any reality in the Sum expressed. — No doubt is now 
entertained of his ability to make the purchase & on my part 
the way to Negociation is open. 
I remain yours with 
great Esteem 
B. WitraMs. 
_ John Haywood sq’. 


My Settlement on Deep-River contains upwards of 3000 
Acres situate on both sides of the River in Moore County about 
two miles south of the boundary of Chatham & Moore Countys 
the line called Lord Granville’s: By the nearest Road to 
Fayetteville is 40 Miles, above the Mouths of Haw and Deep- 
River 20, Chatham Court House 20 and to Raleigh 52— The 
River thro’ these Lands formes the shape of an Horseshoe, leav- 
ing on the North side in the Bend of the River about 1900 
Acres, on which is a plantation of 454 Acres cleared, laid out 
by actual Survey into Divisions all of which except 50 Acres 
where the Houses are placed is first & second low ground under 
good fences & cross fences, a tolerable two Story House with 
the Frames now ready to’ put up, a Wing of 24 by 20 at each 
end.— The Frames raised for a well constructed Granery & 
Stable, also a Weaving House of 24 by 16, Smoke House 14 
feet cubical & a Carriage House 16 feet square. the whole of 
the Material on the spot for finishing these Frames, as well 
as the lumber & Material ready for two more Houses of 24 by 
16. Two Gardens 200 feet each square are laid out and the 
posts, Rails & pales ready to put up—— A Cotton House 60 
by 20, twenty feet pitch, log body, frame Roof, two range of 
floor divided by partitions proper for reception of & ginning 
of Cotton. A new Horse flatt not yet launched sufficiently 
large to take in a loaded Waggon & Team of the largest size. 

The Lands on the South side lie on the River from nearly 
opposite the lower end of the above described Tract to the 
upper end of the same, except one Tract of about 600 Acres 
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which binds on the River and seperates my land; on the upper 
end is a Plantation of about 120 Acres on which I have an 
Overseer with a few Hands, a good Overseer House & all 
necessary Out Houses, this Plantation is under excellent fences 
& it shuts in or blocks up about 220 Acres as valuable land as 
any on the River by which it cannot to advantage be used by 
any Person but myself; the owner is ready to sell it when I 
say the word. About 100 acres of the 600 which seperates my 
land as above is an excellent Farm on which lives an aged 
Man & respectable family, the old Man holds only a life estate 
in it, the Heir has offered it me for sale & I have no doubt a 
purchase from the old Man could readily be made but the 
whole Family I respect highly & would prefer he should live 
there his Days out; so that whenever these two tracts shall be 
added to mine I think it may be justly ranked among the 
most valuable Estates in N. Carolina. 

My Plantation is remarked for its Healthfulnesss, Phil Alls- 
ton lived on it about 25 years & raised a numerous Family, 
losing only one Child (a girl of about 13 years under female 
complaints which carried her off). Perkins with his white 
Family & about 70 or 80 Negroes lived there more than 9 years 
without experiencing scarcely one Days sickness: In a word 
this Land abounds with excellent Springs, nor do I think the 
Situation as an agreeable one is inferior to any which is desti- 
tute of a Water Prospect.— It is useless to say anything in 
regard to the Soil for any person inclined to purchase I would 
prefer should take a view of it, but this much I will say that 
no Tract of the same size within 100 miles which I have seen, 
has a larger quanity of land of first quality, or unites so many 
advantages as what this does: I have it not in my power 
to say much in commendation of the Neighborhood, many hon- 
est well disposed Familys however live thereabouts & this part 
of the County being the first healthful fertile lands above the 
low country, a disposition among the wealthy below, as well 
as Adventures from Vig*., together with with the prospects of 
our River being navigable, promises ere long considerable 
change of the present inhabitants of that part of D. R 

One fourth in Cash to be paid on delivery of the Land, the 
ballance will be rec’. in good Bonds by two annual installments. 
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If the Gentleman is disposed to purchase Negroes I will also 
sell him 50 or 60 in Familys, Stock, Grain &*. sufficient for 
him to settle the Plantation with, to be paid for in good Bonds 
carrying Inst. from the date, by installments of one and two 
years. 

B. WittiaMs. 

Raleigh July 25. 1803 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


John Haywood to John Steele 


RarzicH 26th July 1803 
My dear sir, 

When your favor of the 27 May last reached me, Col’. 
Williams! was at Deep River with his family, where they re- 
mained until the beginning of the present month:— it was 
some days after his return before I had an opportunity of 
introducing a conversation with respect to his lands there, 
which might lead to the points concerning which you wished 
information: I took the first occasion of doing so; when the 
conversation closed, without the information I sought. The 
little I said however was not forgotten by the Colonel; and in 
the course of a day or two, seeing I made no further advances, 
he called on me; and expressed a wish to be informed of the 
motives which led to the inquiries I had made:— [I told him 
frankly, that I had been requested to make them:— He showed 
a solicitude to be informed of the name of the friend for whom 
I interested myself; but on my letting him know, I was not 
disposed to be communicative on that head, he did not press 
me further, than by observing; he had some reasons to believe 


1Colonel Benjamin Williams was a gallant soldier of the Revo- 
lution who rose to his rank in the Battle of Guilford Court House, 
1781. He was a resident and large landowner of Moore County. 
He was a Republican member of the Third Congress, Governor of 
the State for three successive terms, 1799-1802, and again in 1808. 
The title “colonel” distinguished him always despite the offices of 
a civil character he had filled. See Biog. Hist. of N. C., 467-472. 
Williams was the first Republican Governor of the State and fol- 
lowed Governor Wm. R. Davie. 
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you had thought of purchasing his Lands:— and by adding, 
that unless it was for you, some Man to the North of the State 
(by whom I understand him to mean Gen!. Davie') or possibly 
for Mt. Turner,? who had indirectly applied to him through 
Mr’. Craver, he could not conceive there was any other person 
likely to purchase :— or words to that effect: I gave him no 
answer, further than by replying that I did not believe, since 
hearing the value he set on his Lands (for he had talked of 
$30,000) that further inquiry could be of any consequence to 
my friend; as I apprehended he was not disposed to vest so 
large a sum in Lands; although he had some good Bonds and 
probably some money which he would lay out in that way &. 
&*. The Colonel was quite polite and did not attempt to urge 
me further, and thereupon we fell into other chats:— He 
may have learned through some person, that you had thought 
of his Lands; it struck me however at the time, that the ob- 
servation was made with a view to discovering from my coun- 
tenance or otherwise, whether it was for you or another that 
I made the enquiries of him :— in that particular, he remains 
still at a loss— The Colonel is a great hand at a Bargain, 
and, in my opinion, wishes or rather is entirely disposed to sell 
his Deep River Lands:— He left Raleigh on Sunday last, 
and yesterday I received from him a Note covering the en- 
closed it does not go to all the points you wished; but furnishes 
such an outline, as, perhaps, may enable you to make up your 
mind in regard to the making further advances in this business 
or otherwise:— If on reading the description of the Lands 
he sent, you shall wish further inquiries as to price &. 
&. made, I will, with great chearfulness & pleasure, make 
them as soon as the Col°. shall return:— I apprehend how- 
ever, that he will not explicitly answer and fix matters, unless 
I should declare or otherwise give him to understand for whom 
it is I wish the inquiry: but in this, perhaps, I may be mis- 
taken; as I do not conceive it can be material to him, whether 


1Brigadier-General Wm. R. Davie, member of Federal Convention 
at Philadelphia, 1787, Governor of State in 1799, resigned to accept’ | 
membership in President Adams’s second mission to France. See 
Biog. Hist. of N. O., Vol. VI, pp. 188-197. 

*Probably Governor James Turner, a note on whom appeared 
appended to a letter from Haywood of date Nov. 19, 1802. 
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if inquire of him for you or for another.— I believe the Lands 
are highly valuable, and I apprehend the Col°. will readily 
take the worth of them; although it will, very probably, re- 
quire some little bargaining and time, to discover the least price 
he will take :— the the neighborhood I take it, is a very indif- 
ferent one, so far as respects Society— Should the Colonel 
sell his Lands, it will not, I think, be with the view of getting 
others; but rather with that of going into some mercantile 
business.— If you are so disposed, I will state the inquiries 
prepared in yours to me, on paper; hand it to him and request 
his answer to each of them:— I was determined not to give 
him your name, without your permission first had to do so, 
I considered it might possibly be held improper in me to ask 
him to fix a price for his Lands, while I kept him in ignorance 
as to my object in doing so: or rather, while I kept from him 
the name of the person I contemplated as the purchaser :— this, 
it is true, did not appear improper to me; as I held it imma- 
terial whom the purchaser might be, provided he was solvent: 
I found however, on first mentioning the subject to Col®. Wil- 
liams, that he held it material, that a disclosure of the name 
&°. should be made, before he began to treat ;— indeed, he then 
spoke of it as a Sine qua non; although you find from his 
after measures that he gave up that ground, at least in part. 
As to these Lands agreeably to the idea I entertain of them, 
they certainly appear to me of great value; and of better 
quality than any others, in a body, which can be had in this 
quarter of the world:— the improvements too, I do suppose, 
are desirable in a considerable degree but I should doubt, 
whether their situation would suit you; and whether, you could 
live comfortably there with a young family, remote as the 
situation is from all suitable society :— in that particular, it 
would seem to me, these Lands are not such as will suit you: 
but of this, you are the only proper judge:— I believe, no 
Country Retreat could be pleasant to a man who had lived 
so long and so much in the World as you have; and so I took 
the liberty of saying to you: you convinced me however that 
I was mistaken, when you retired from public life and returned 
to your present state— If on reading Col?. William’s Note, 
you shall wish further measures taken, or inquiries made in 
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regard to his Lands, you have but to command me and it 
shall be done:— or if you wish to view them yourself, it will 
be but to fix a day when you will be here (in case you do not 
incline to ride as far as that place) and I have no doubt but 
the Colonel will willingly and gladly meet you; as I am per- 
suaded he is anxious to turn his Lands into Money and Bonds, 
with a mercantile view.— If you shall not like these Lands 
on reading a description of them:— if they should appear to 
you worth more Money than you would like to vest in Lands :— 
or if they shall be judged not to suit you, nor to answer your 
intended purpose, on account of their sort of neighborhood and 
great distance from society; I have thought, that in the event 
of your giving up Salisbury as a place of residence, and on 
your declining these Lands for the causes above stated or for 
any other, that a Tract of Thirty odd hundred Acres owned 
by M*. David Stone’ on Walnut Creek and about six Miles 
from this place, might possible suit you: This can be had, I 
apprehend, for about Ten thousand Dollars ($10,000) paid 
partly in Cash & partly in Bonds:— they are not to be com- 
pared with Col®. William’s Lands in point of fertility; indeed 
I do not suppose them half so rich :— they nevertheless produce 
fine Corn, and are ranked among the first Lands in this neigh- 
borhood:— the Lands are easily cultivated and are not in- 
cumbered with Stone, as is usual in this part of the State— 
some large Clearings are on them, much worn: but the great 
bulk of the Land is yet to clear :— it has some good Springs, 
but no Buildings of value:— I think Cotton would grow well 
on it, although it is perhaps best suited to the making Corn, 
which grows finely on it— If neither of these Places suit 
you, I have thought you might not dislike Oneals, advertised 


1David Stone, 1770-1818, of Bertie, graduate of Princeton College 
1788; Representatve in the Commons, 1790-95; Member of the Sixth 
Congress, 1799-1801; United States Senator, 1801-1807; Governor 
two terms, Dec. 12, 1808-Dec. 5, 1810, and United States Senator 
again from 1813 to 1814, at which latter date he resigned as a 
result of a resolution of censure passed by his State Legislature 
because of his opposition in the U. S. Senate to the Madison Ad- 
ministration’s conduct of the war with England. See Senate and 
House Journals of North Carolina, Dec. 15, 1814. For sketch of 
Stone, by Haywood, see Biog. Hist. of N. C., pp. 422-429, 
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by Parker—it is said to be valuable, but has no neighborhood 
perhaps— 
Much and affectionately yours, 
Joun Haywoop. 
I send herewith enclosed, the interest on Miss Steele’s Stock 
for the June quarter. $50, with an offer of my Brothers Re- 
spects to you. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


John Steele to Robert Williams 


Satissury July 27. 1803. 
Dear Sir, 

By the post before the last I was favored with your letter 
of the 9". inst for which I feel very much oblige to you. Not- 
withstanding the desire which I have long indulged of visiting 
my friends at Raleigh, it will not comport with my arrange- 
ments to do it in the character of a Member of the Assembly 
at the time you mention. I am engaged at present in finishing 
my house, and in making some improvements on my estate 
with the view to render it more productive and myself of 
course more easy and comfortable. There are occasions I ad- 
mit when no citizen is at liberty in a representative Government 
like ours to withhold his services, and at all times it is im- 
portant that the Department of legislation should be well filled; 
but while I agree with you in these general principles I do 
not perceive with sufficient clearness wherein I sh4. be able at 
the next session to render any essential service to the State. 
Whether I could or not in the station to which your letter ulti- 
mately points is perhaps less doubtful. *of this however others 
are much more competant than I am to judge. To a mind 
properly constructed there are no inducements to serve the 


1Major Robert Williams, of Surry, Rockingham, and Caswell 
counties, possessed property also in Raleigh, and seems to have 
maintained a law office there between his retirement from Congress, 
March 4, 1803, and the beginning of his service as Governor of 
Mississippi Territory, March, 1805. 
26 
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public in any capacity with out the prospect of usefulness which 
alone can give to such honors the stamp of value and duration) 
Accept my thanks for the new proof which your letter aff4s, 
me of your friendly regard, and be assured that 
I am dear Sir, 
Very much & sincerely 
Yours 
Jno. STEELE. 
Major Rob‘. Willams 
Raleigh 


*But of this others are more competent to judge than myself, 
and the occasion is too remote to pronounce with certainty 
whether it will suit me to be a candidate for it or not. 
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Nathaniel Macon to John Steele 


Bucx Sprine 7 August 1803. 
Sur 

About the 25 ultimo I received yours of the 1—of the same 
month, it had no doubt been at Warrenton’ some time, My 
plantation has kept me too constantly employed to visit that 
place often since my return from Washington. 

The case stated in my last relative to the power of the Judges 
in suits between persons of the same State, was not an acci- 
dental statement but in consequence of the attempt made in 
Congress a few years past, to give the federal courts cogniz- 
ance of debts by assignment, where they had none before or 
without it, The plan proposed only required an assignment 
to a third person, not a citizen of the same State, to give the 
courts jurisdiction. It was not therefore considered an extreme 
case, or one too strong to be supposed. 

You have really raised an unconquerable curiosity to know 


Warrenton was the county seat of Warren County, and Buck 
Spring, Macon’s plantation of 2,000 acres on the Roanoke River, 
was in the northern portion of the county to the northeast of the 
county seat, about sixteen miles. 
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the reception and fate of your toasts, which I must beseech 
you to gratify. They are such as ought certainly to obtain 
the sanction of the Committee, though I must confess you, that 
I think the 14[th] might be varied a little without injury— 
Thus “The press, Let the want of the patronage of virtuous 
men destroy its licentiousness.” My Neighbor Faulcon was 
here when I received your letter, I read the toasts to him, he 
was highly pleased with them and wished to know the author, 
but he was not gratified, I told him they were confidential, and 
had not been laid before any meeting to be approved. 

Have you seen Judge Chase charge to the grand jury at 
Baltimore, if you have not, it is worth reading if only for its 
novelty; it has made some noise with us, indeed all are dis- 
satisfied with it, such men as he, no matter to what party they 
may pretend to belong, are a real injury to the country, Their 
imprudence and ungovernable temper have no limits. They 
neither feel charity nor know moderation to those who may 
honestly differ with them in opinion, if in fact they have 
any opinion, more than others. 

The purchase of of Louisiana is all the talk with us, all 
pleased, and we hope shortly to hear that the Floridas have 
been acquired by the same pacific measures. 

It is reported in this neighborhood that Jaycocks? has re- 


1Samuel Chase, of Maryland, a signer of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, and a veteran of the Revolution, had been appointed by 
President Washington a justice of the U. S. Supreme Court in 1796. 
He developed strongly conservative political views in the years 
succeeding the Revolution and when the Republican party under 
Jefferson seized power in 1801 Chase, despite his judicial function, 
acquiesced with very ill grace. He fell into the habit of delivering 
sharp political criticism of the party in power in the guise of 
charges to grand-juries while on his circuit. The address referred 
to by Macon, avove, animadverted upon the Republican program of 
repeal of the Federalist’s Judiciary Act of February 27, 1801, and 
upon the Jeffersonian tendency toward universal manhood suffrage. 
The Highth Congress (1803-1805) thereupon undertook his impeach- 
ment before the Senate of the United States, John Randolph, of 
Roanoke leading the counsel for the lower house. The vote in the 
Senate, March, 1805, failed of conviction, lacking four of the nec- 
essary two-thirds. For the trial of Chase see Annals of Congress, 
8th Cong., 2d Sess., 81-676. 

*Willis Alston had been elected to Congress from the Halifax 
District in 1799 as a Federalist. He had been returned again in 
1801, his seat uncontested, and immediately after that date had 
begun to act with the Republican party in Congress. For this he 
was execrated as a traitor by the Federalists of his district who 
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signed his pretentions; this if true leaves the contest for the 
Halifax representative between Alston and Davie. I have 
heard that great exertions have been made on both sides and 
will be continued. 

France and Britain! seem to be fighting without avowing 
any solid reason (torn), Malta cannot be the cause, because 
Britain was in possession, and France could not have ousted 
her. besides they seemed like agreeing as to Malta, There 
is some not declared reason, which has governed the English 
cabinet.” 

The crops of corn in this neighborhood are very good, tobocco 
promising, the wheat was the worst I ever saw both in quantity 
and quality. 

If the present belligerent powers————fairly respect the 
rights of neutrals, we cannot complain of their war, however 
much we may lament the effusion of blood, but we must take 
care not to let them involve us, in their idle quarrels and waist- 
ful wars. 

I am Sir 
y™. Sincerely 
Natu’, Macon. 
Nath'. Macon Esq 
to 
John Steele Aug*. 7. 1803 


Answered Sept 12‘. 1803 
Rough copy within. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


called upon their strong man, Davie, to wrest the seat from him in 
1803. Alston, as the candidate of the Republicans, did not at first 
command the confidence of all the party, a portion proposing Mr. 
Jacocks as a man with a more consistent record. This division of 
the Republican strength would have elected Davie had it continued 
to election time. Hence Jacocks withdrew and left the field to 
Alston, with the consequent result of Davie’s defeat. See Hubbard’s 
Life of William Richardson Davie, p. 132. 

1Hngland and France had renewed war in the spring of 1803 after 
the temporary lull provided by the Treaty of Amiens (March 1802). 

2Macon’s Republican principles would seem to account for his 
assumption that England was at fault for the renewal of war, 
whereas Napoleon’s plans and policy made the war inevitable. 
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Wiliam) R(ichardson) Davie to John Steele. 


Hauirax, Aug. 20th, 1803 
Dear Sur. 

We have had a great deal of bustle for some time past with 
the business of the Congressional election, party spirit, which 
had been slumbering under the ashes of 1800 was again blown 
into a perfect flame and the whole country in this quarter 
had been in commction for two months past. 

The Gentlemen who prevailed upon me “to offer” as they 
call it, consisted principally of the moderate men of both 
parties, who readily agreed that I should have no trouble with 
the election and if elected that I should be free to follow 
my own judgment without respect to party men or party 
views. My election depended altogether upon keeping the 
people cool and rational, and the repression of party spirit; 
I told these Gentlemen that I was certain this was impractic- 
able, they were all of a different opinion, and a few days showed 
how much they were mistaken: the moment that I was named 
as a candidate, the Demos seemed to set up one general howl, 
the voice of these moderies was completely drowned, and I was 
immediately denounced as a monarchist, and the intended 
King of the Federalists to the Southward &c. &c., this story 
in some time grew stale, -and was too gross to impose upon the 
more sensible part of the republicans attached to my interest. 
They have declared me the personal enemy of their beloved 
Chief. That my situation in Congress would enable me to 
intrigue against him with effect, and prevent his re-election, 
this succeeded—the party became alarmed, Mr. Jacocks! was 


1Jonathan Jacocks, of Bertie County, frequently a Representative 
or Senator in the State Assembly. In the Congressional election 
of August, 1803, (Eighth Congress) Willis Alston, Representative of 
the “Halifax District” since 1799, had a rival aspirant in his own 
party, the Republican, that threatened to divide the party strength 
and give the district to the Federalists. The danger of Republican 
defeat was the greater in that Wm. R. Davie, the strong man of 
his party in the State, was the Federalist candidate. Davie’s 
friends had persuaded him to offer, against his wishes. See 
Letters of Wm. R. Davie, Battle, ed. Sprunt Monograph, No. 7, 
p. 55. Jacocks withdrew, apparently influenced by Nathaniel 
Macon, and Alston was elected. See Dodd, Life of Nathaniel 
Macon, 181. 
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prevailed upon to withdraw to unite their whole force, and 
there remained no doubt about the issue. 

War between England, and France, and the cession of Louisi- 
ana are important events since I had the pleasure of seeing 
you; this last event must at no distant period powerfully affect 
our Country. With regard to Commerce, I think it will prob- 
ably be highly beneficial to New York & Philadelphia, in rela- 
tion to our national GOvernment, it connects itself with ques- 
tions of great importance—we are, in any event freed for the 
present from a most dangerous neighbour. 

I hope to have the pleasure of seeing you in October, make 
my best complimnts to your family and believe me 

Sincerely & respectfully 
Yours 
W. R. Davis. 
Addressed : 
John Steele, Esquire, 
Salisbury, 
No. Carolina. 


Endorsed : 
William R. Davie 
Aug. 20th 1803 
Ansd. Sept. 15th 
See within. 
(Written on same sheet, in John Steele’s writing) : 
Answr. dated Sept. 15th 1803. 

I am exceedingly sorry that your suffd. yr. (torn) name to 
be held up as a candidate at the late election, and wd have 
used some arguments with you to prevent it had I been ap- 
prized of yr. intentions in time; but coming to me as the 
information did, and remembing how determined you appeared 
to be last winter when here “to die sword in hand in the last 
ditch” I concluded my opinion wd. have no influence, and that 
your late essay might be regarded as a part of your plan of 
general hostility to the administration. The absurd story 
which honored you with the appellation of “King of the Fed- 
eralists to the Southwd.” could not have injured your election. 
Nobody believed it I am sure. If convenient I will thank you 
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to favor me with a copy of the letter! to certain officers and 
other influential characters by which you announced your in- 
tentions in relation to the election. It has fall’n to my lot 
to learn that it has been favourly criticised by the Federalists 
in difft. parts of the State. A copy of it if you have one to 
spare may perhaps enable me te remove wrong impressions. 
It is one of the traits of party spirit you know, to be always 
jealous and illiberal. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


John Steele to Nathaniel Macon 


Sauispury, Sept. 12th 1803. 
Dear Sir, 

Accept my thanks for your favor of the 7th ulto. It came 
to hand when I was a good deal occupied with workmen in 
superintending some necessary alterations of the inside parts 
of my house which could only be done during the season when 
chimnies are not in use. This is my apology for not acknowl- 
edging it sooner. 

It is natural that you shd. feel a little curiosity to know 
the fate of my essay in Toast making. I will endeavor to 
gratify it. On Friday evening preceding the 4th of July a 
very heavy rain fell at Lethe, my river plantation where I had 
a considerable qunty. of wheat cut & in the field exposed to 
injury. This obliged me to go there instead of meeting the 
Committee on Saturday morning the time appointed. I how- 
ever apologized for my absence by a note, and transmitted 
for their consideration the sketch which you have seen and 
which I am happy to find meets your approbation. The mem- 
bers of the committee all attended except myself, chose Judge 
Macay? for their Chairman, and proceeded to business. Of the 
seventeen which I submitted they adopted six without altera- 
tion. These were the 1st. The day &. 6th. Foreign nations 


1Davie’s letter to the public, announcing his candidacy, is pub- 
lished in Sprunt Monograph, No. 7, p. 55, and is dated May 2, 1803. 
*Judge Spruce Macay. 
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in amity &c. with a quotation from Mr. Jefferson’s inaugura- 
tion speech. 11th. The militia &c. a nation armed &c. 14th 
The Press &c. 16th. The fair sex &c. 17th. The State of 
Ohio,! &e. Others they adopted in part, but with alterations 
which can hardly be called improvements. The 2d. 7th. 13th 
15th they rejected altogether. To the 3rd The Fed. constitution 
they annexed a sentiment incorrect in principle and language. 
It was this. The paladium of our rights, let is never be vio- 
lated. (The paladium of Troy from whence the term descended 
was in the sense of the Trogans inacapable of violation.) The 
true paladium of our rights consists in our sense of their nature 
and value; in our virtue to choose to represent us proper, 
persons, and last of all in our SWORDS. It is absurd to say 
that our rights are dependent on the Fed. constitution. We 
were as free before it existed as now, and if that form of 
Govt. were dissolved we shd. be again as free, perhaps not 
quite so tranquil. Instead of the 4th they substituted the 
“memory of Genl. W.? in favour of this alteration I under- 
stand it was urged by Mr. H.? that to connect with that name 
any other name or description of characters wd. derogate from 
the respect due to it, as if he could have accomplished any 
thing without the codperation of others. Instead of the 5th 
They adopted simply the President of the U. S. without even 
using the name of Mr. Jefferson. From the 8th They expunged 
the words “Governor and” and adopted the remainder which 
was in substance the same, but like the 5th. not quite so re- 
spectful to the chief Magistrate. Instead of the 9th & 12th 
some general commonplace sentiments in favor of learning & 
commerce were adopted. of the 10th. they adopted the first 
part. The absence of party spirit and rejected what followed. 
(I regret that it was the fate of some of the best to be totally 
lost, or so mutilated as not be worth publication.) The 14th 
might be improved by the alteration which you suggest and I 
sincerely wish that good men would unite to correct the evil 
upon your plan which appears to be the only practicable way. 


1Ohio had just been admitted and as the fourth State created 
under the Federal Constitution. 

*General Washington. 

*Probably Archibald Henderson, Representative in Congress, 1799- 
1803. 
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The greater part of the committee I understand, were anxious 
to retain some of those which were rejected; but Mr. H. from 
whom the opposition chiefly came was strenuous and they com- 
promised for the sake of unanimity, and as a compliment to 
other members who also had been at the trouble to prepare 
sketches for the consideration of the committee. They com- 
plimented me by the entire adoption of more than my pro- 
portion, and probably if I had been present a few more wd. 
have been recd. and perhaps fewer alterations made. 

I have seen the charge of Judge Chase! as published in the 
Nat. Intelligencer. It is extra judicial and in my humble 
opinion extremely indecorous; but if there were no other ob- 
jection to it, on the score of principle it wd. be indefensible. 
Men in high public stations shd. be careful to guard agt. the 
influence of their passions always apt to mislead the under- 
standing, if not corrupt the heart. The opinions of some of 
the Judges on other subjects are so inaccurate and preposterous 
that I am not surprized at this, my only wish is that friend 
Moore? may prove as I am sure he will, like purged gold, the 
more bright for being tried in such a crucible. Mr. Patterson® 
I consider also a man of sterling integrity; of some of the 
others you have long known my deliberate opinions. It is 
useless to repeat them. 

The purchase of Louisiana‘ is certainly a great affair. It 
will give lustre to the administration which atchieved it. 
Future Historians will rank it, (like the declaration of Inde- 
pence the treaty of peace, the adoption of the Fedl. constitu- 
tion) among the memorable events of our country, and shd. 
we also obtain the Floridas® the acquisition will be as import- 


1Chief-Justice Samuel Chase’s charge to the grand jury at Balti- 
more in May, 1803, in which he showed violent partisan bias in 
his condemnation of the recent repeal by the Republican Congress 
of the Federal Judiciary Act of 1801. It was upon this charge that 
the impeachment proceedings against the Chief Justice were par- 
tially predicated in 1805. 

Alfred Moore, of North Carolina, Associate Justice of the U. S. 
Supreme Court, 1799-1805. 

®William Paterson, Governor of New Jersey, 1791-1794; Associate 
Justice of the U. S. Supreme Court from 1794 until his death in 1806. 

‘The purchase of Louisiana was consumated April 30, 1803, the 
price paid to Napoleon being $15,000,000. 

"Morida was not acquired until 1819. 
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ant in its consequences as any of them. The sum to be given 
is large, but not too much. To have taken possession and the 
fortifications and other establishments necessary to retain it 
by force wd. have required much more. To think correctly on 
the expense of military enterprizes we shd. call to our recollec- 
tion the experience we have had in erecting fortifications on 
the sea coast, in the Pittsburg and NoHampton expeditions, in 
prosecuting Indian wars, to say nothing of the delays and 
disgrace which have attended. It, is no disparagement to the 
Pacific plan of the President that our Envoy arrived at a 
fortunate crisis. It is always the part of a statesman as it 
is of a Genl. to watch events and to profit by them; but even 
were‘it ascribable wholly to accident, as it is the way of the 
world to make a man responsible for his bad, they shd. also give 
him credit for his good fortune. A few days ago I was imper- 
ceptibly led into a warm dispute with a Federalist an acquaint- 
ance of yours on the question whether the British Govt. wd. 
not be justified in taking possession of New Orleans at any time 
before the ratification of the treaty by our senate. A good 
deal was said on both sides, but I endeavoured to conclude the 
argument by placing it on this simple footing—Were the 
French competent to sell? Yes. Were we competent to pur- 
chase. Yes. A fair sale and purchase being made by com. 
petent parties, on the 30th of April, a time too of general peace, 
any attempt by the British Govt. to prevent the execution 
of the contract by taking forcible possession of the place 
purchased, wd. be an aggression which wd. justify war on the 
part of the U. S. He maintained however to the last that a 
treaty is of no validity until ratified, and as we are not bound 
to pay until the ratification we could not be injured by an 
event which wd. afford sufft. reason to refuse both. This was 
departing from the question, because shd. such an occurrence 
take place, we wd. never the less be at liberty to ratify and 
withhold payment until possession which the french Govt. could 
not think unreasonable, or perhaps under such circum- 
stances that Govt. might authorize the application of the pur- 
chase money towards dispossessing the Intruder. This wd. 
be a subject for subsequent negotiation, and not necessarily 
connected with the ratification. 
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Another reason has been stated here which I have since seen 
hinted at in some of the papers, to justify the British Govt. 
in such an interference, that the privileges secured to F. and 
Spanish vessels exclusively of all others are contrary to the 
stipulations of the Treaty of London,! which guarantees to 
the subjects of great Britain in our ports the privileges of the 
most favored nation. Without contending that the stipulation 
in favor of F. & Sp. bottoms is is not a favor granted but a 
condition of the cession, or rather a reservation of certain 
rights for a limited period by a nation possessing at the time 
and about to yield a complete sovereignty, it may be replied 
that the treaty of London contains a provision in favor of 
british vessels of canada in the No. Wt. ports of the U. S. 
exactly similar where the reasons did not apply with near so 
much force as in the present case. See the article. A favor 
which we did not grant to F. V. in any of our ports nor even 
to B. V. except in the No. W. ports; This altho objected 
among ourselves as an unconstitutional provision was never 
I believe complained of by France. Then with respect to those 
ports, like Britain now with respect to the ports within the 
Mississippi having no existing rights she could not reason- 
ably object to an arrangement which deprived her of none 
and had for its object only the local accommodation of another. 
A nation about to cede has a right to make its conditions, and 
there is certainly a clear distinction between a territory re- 
ceived under such conditions, and favors granted in the or- 
dinary course of commercial arrangement. G. Britain having 
no actual participation in the trade of the Mississippi before 
could not I think have complained even if the treaty of cession 
had obliged us to exclude her vessels altogether, but this would 
have been a departure from our system of policy which I hope 
always will continue to be leberal commerce with all nations, 
entangling alliances with none.” There is however one stipula- 
tion in this treaty which I sincerely lament, because I am sure 
it will increase the difficulties of the Secy. of the Treasry. I 
mean the payment of the interest (on the stock to be created) 
‘Better known in America as the Jay Treaty, negotiated by 


John Jay in 1794 and, with great reluctance, ratified by the U. S. 
Senate in 1795. 
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in Europe. I suppose it must have been either insisted oh by 
the F. Govt. or perhaps inadvertently agreed to by Mr. Living- 
ston. It is for other reasons, besides the difficulties of remit- 
ting, an unfortunate part of the contract. 


John Haywood to John Steele. 


RateieH 16. Septem: 1803 
Dear Sir, 

I did intend to do myself the pleasure of acknowledging the 
receipt of your favor of the 11. ult®. by Majr. Williams! 
when he set out for Salisbury sup’. Court; but he left Raleigh 
without calling on me and at an earlier day than I had 
counted on. 

When last I had the pleasure of addressing you, I was so 
wholly taken up with the idea of your becoming a landholder 
in this quarter of the State, and possibly a neighbor (that I 
omitted to mention in my letter, that I had read, posted and 
caused to be delivered to the Governor, the letter you intended 
for him; and which you obligingly sent enclosed to my care:— 
I do not know but suppose he has caused it to be entered in 
his Letter-Book; and my reason for thinking of it, that on in- 
quiring of his Secretary the other day he informed me he had 
seen your Letter to the Governor with respect to a Resolution 
of the last Assembly” :—The Governor himself has been for 
some time from Raleigh, and it is said is married to M"™. 
Cochran? of Warrenton:—I do not know that this report is 
founded, but I have many reasons to believe it:—it is said the 
Lady is very handsome and still young: you however have 
probably seen her in time of her former marriage, and when 
she was yet younger. 


4Major Robert Williams. See Letter of Haywood to Steele of 
April 17, 1803, above. 
*Mrs. Anne Cochran, second of the three wives of James Turner, 


was married to the governor in 1803 and died without issue in 
1806. 
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I am not sorry that you declined coming to our Assembly,' 
even taking it as granted, that you could have done so without 
any manner of trouble or interference of your own; which, from 
all I have at any time understood, I am pursuaded was the 
case:—I should have been happy and rejoiced at seeing you 
here; but the usual business of our session is so unimportant, 
and so little suited to employ or call forth a display, either of 
the talents of political knowledge which I feel proud in allow- 
ing to you, that I should have experienced a degree of uneasi- 
ness at seeing them employed on subjects so unequal to their 
worth: and withal, I am sensible there is great form and weight 
in the observation you make, in regard to your having once 
held a federalist &*.—I should rejoice at seeing you employed 
in some of the honorable and distinguished ways in which 
I know you would do credit to yourself and render a service 
to the Country; and which might at the same time employ & 
call forth all the Energies of your Mind: but this is not by 
taking part in our Assembly, nor by confining your Theater of 
action to a single State:—I could wish your active service de- 
voted to the Union in some way which might be honorable in 
its duties & pleasant to you:—I am glad you find your retire- 
ment so much more pleasant and suited to your taste than I 
had counted on; yet I should be pleased at seeing you removed 
from it, in such manner. as would be agreeable to you and would 
at the same time give to your Country the benefit of that 
political knowledge and experience you have been for years 
cultivating & treasuring up :—I hope this may one day happen, 
and would most willingly hasten its approach:—My Wife & 
Brother are flattered and obliged by your kind mention of 

them, much & truly yours, 

JouHn Haywoop. 
General Steele 


Despite the pressure of friends to induce Steele to enter the 
State Assembly after his retirement from his Federal office he re- 
mained steadfast to his purpose of devoting his attention to his 
business affairs for the next few years and not until 1805 did he 
accept public employment, then, as Boundary Commissioner, and 
in the following year allowed himself to be named to the Commons 
from the borough of Salisbury. Also in 1811, 1812, and 1813 he 
served the same post. 
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By the Sheriff of Rowan, when he shall be here settling his 
ace’. I will forward to you the September’s quarter of Interest. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


W(illiam) Richardson) Davie to John Steele 


Hauirax, Sepr. 25th 1803. 
Dear Sir, 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge your letter of the 14th 
inst. and beg you to accept of my thanks for it. Inclosed is 
a copy of my letter to the people of this district; it contains 
those terms alone upon which I could have been induced to 
serve at any time; I stated to the Gentlemen who solicited me 
to offer, when they met and called upon me, my firm determina- 
tion never to surrender my personal independence, or my prin- 
ciples to the influence or opinions of others, and that I must 
be (torn) to pursue what I thought was the good of (torn) 
(coun)try, without respect either to party views or (torn) 
men, whatever might be their situation. (Torn) declared 
themselves perfectly satisfied. I am aware that the spirit of 
Party demands passive obedience to its mandates, and absolute 
submission to its views—its principles is that of the bellum 
inter necinum; a circumstance some men may applaud, but 
which every virtuous reflecting man will regret, and must unti- 
mately issue in the ruin of our Country. 

I have long beheld in silent indigation the low degraded 
situation of No. Carolina, destitute of National character, self- 
respect, and all political importance, content with being a 
miserable appendage of the ancient Dominion, and even so de- 
based as to think herself honored with the permission “to 
wallow in the mire of Virginia politicks,’—and you my friend 
are greatly changed, if you have parted with these feelings— 
but that is impossible. The attempt to give a decided party 
complexion to the representation rendered the measure neces- 
sary which I mentioned to you last winter. When I first de- 
clined offering here, my friends urged my having consented to 
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be placed on the general ticket, and seemed surprised at my re- 
fusal, but (the) circumstances were altogether different. 

(Torn)n who have observed the progress of the American 
Government (torn) have marked the period when Fed and 
Antifed ceased to (torn) ate the real character of parties, and 
must now be con(torn)ed that the real source of our divisions 
is not a difference on abstract principles—That it originates 
in the question whether Virginia shall be everything, and the 
other States NOTHING, whether the National Constitution 
is to be continually moulded to the progressing views of her 
statesmen &c. &e. But more of this when we meet. 

Accept of my thanks for the friendly motive of your letter 
and believe me sincerely & respecty. 

Yours 
W. R. Davis. 
Addressed : 
Halifax N C Paid17 
Septem. 26th 
John Steele, Esquire 
Salisbury 
No. Carolina. 
Endorsed : 
Genl. Davie 
to 

John Steele; 

Halifax Septemr. 25th 1803. 
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J(ohn) Haywood to (John) Steele 


RaxreieH 2d. Decr: 1803. 
Dear Sir, 

In course of the Mail, I was duly favored with your Letter 
of the 27th October last, and would er’e this have done myself 
the pleasure of thanking you for it, had I not deferred doing 
so in the hope that the proceedings of our Assembly, now in 
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Session, would have enabled me to fill my paper with somethihg 
new if not entertaining :— 

Hitherto, however, I do not learn that any business of con- 
sequence has been done :— A Bill providing generally for and in 
cases of divorce is before the Houses ;—and so also is a Bill or 
Bills for altering the present judiciary Establishment :—I have 
not seen either of those Bills, but understand very many 
propositions are made in regard to the Subject matter of each; 
particularly with respect to the judiciary Establishment, con- 
cerning which I am told, there are a great variety of opinions 
and projects. A Bill for dividing Rowan County, I hear, is 
also in the House and has passed a first reading; it is Suggested 
however that this Bill will not pass into a Law, on account of 
the general unwillingness to form other Counties which has 
appeared to prevail among our Legislators for some time past 
—Mr. Johnston! has resigned his appointment as Judge, and 
Mr. Baker? as Attorney Genl.—a Balloting has taken place for 
a Judge, in which Mr. Locke® had the most votes by twenty 
or thirty, perhaps—Mr. Ed: Harris* of New Bern the next 
greatest number :—Mr. Slade,° of Edenton, the next; and so on 
to four or five others——No day is fixed for a Second ballotting, 
I believe; nor is it by any means ascertained who will be 
elected; it is the opinion of very many however, that Mr. 
Locke or Mr. Harris will be the Judge; even although new 
Candidates may be offered. 

I should very much regret that you had given over the 
idea of inhabiting the middle part of the State, provided I were 
assured that a move of the kind would add either to your hap- 
piness or to your convenience:—I do not believe there are 
any lands of which you have thought that equal those you at 
present cultivate, in point of fertility; although with respect 
to Markets there is no doubt but they have much the advantage 


14Samuel Johnston, judge of Superior Court, 1800-1803. 

*Blake Baker, Attorney-General of North Carolina, 1795-1802. 

*Francis Locke, of Rowan, was chosen by this Legislature to fill 
the judgeship made vacant by Samuel Johnston’s resignation, and 
served until 1814. 

‘Edward Harris represented the Borough of New Bern in the 
Commons in 1802 and 1808. 

5William Slade, represented the Borough of Edenton in the Com- 
mons, 1800, 1805, 1806. : 
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of these-——I hope you have by this time recovered from the 
indisposition of which you complained when you wrote me last; 
and trust, that by guarding against exposing yourself in the 
manner which you apprehended had brought on that attack, 
you may in future avoid all such sufferings. 

I write in haste, and am plagued with a variety of business 
and calls of one kind or other; amidst the whole however I 
often recur to the idea which I hope you was willing I should 
take up, in regard to the mention you made in your last of 
the Mississippi &c. &e. I do not know any thing that is like 
to happen which would please me so well, as to see you ap- 
pointed to the Government of that Country:' I am Sure it 
would be of great advantage to your family at a future day; 
and J know it would be so to your friends likewise :—if such an 
appointment would please you, I know of nothing at which I 
should be so much gratified as at its being offered to you: I 
am sure I should be willing to go, and think I would in all 
events go into that Country likewise, were you to go in such 
character; which would be an honorable as well as an ad- 
vantageous one:—I wish to God it may so happen, if you so 
incline, that it may be offered to you; and I can but be san- 
guine in the hope that it will:—but of this, no mortal has 
an idea from me. J. Haywoop. 


Genl. Steele. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


From John Haywood 


Rateien 24, Dec. 1803 
Dear Sir. 
The last mail brought me your much esteemed favor of the 
14¢* inst. with its inclosures.: The Entry-Money you mentioned 


{Mississippi Territory was organized in 1798 with Winthrop Sar- 
gent as first territorial governor. He was followed by W. C. C. 
Claiborne in 1802, and Robert Williams, a native of North Carolina, 
in 1805. Steele probably did not push himself upon the considera- 
tion of Jefferson for this appointment. 

27 
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is paid and I handed the Receipt, with the Surveyor’s Works 
to the Secretary,! and asked of him a Grant for the Young 
Hadens: he declined issuing one, saying that he had been 
advised Grants of the kind could not lawfully issue, and that 
if issued they would be set aside by the Court.—after some chat 
with him on the subject and finding he would not issue a Grant 
including the bed of any River, I read to him the part of your 
Letter which shows the principle on which this Entry was 
made, on which he said he would advise with the At’, Gen!.,? 
and would act as he shall advise &.&*.—I will inform you of 
the result or inclose to you the Grant as soon as the Secretary 
shall finally determine. 

You will receive herewith enclosed a fifty Dollar Bank Note, 
being the amo’. of the In‘. which will be due your Daughter on 
her stock up to the end of the present year:—it is sent now 
lest an opportunity may not offer soon after the end of the 
quarter. 

You have seen in the Papers that an attempt 1s made to do 
away the office of Commissioner of Loans? in the different 


1Secretary of State (1798-1810), William White, of Lenoir County. 
See note in a former letter above. 

*Henry Seawell, of Wake, Attorney-General of North Carolina 
1803-1808. He was Representative in the Commons 1799 to 1802 
inclusive, and again in 1810 and 1812. In 1831 and 1832 he was in 
the State Senate. He was also elected a judge of Superior Court 
in 1811, 1813, and 1832, holding this post at the time of his death 
in 1835. See Biog. Hist. of N. C., pp. 394-97, Vol. IT. 

*Sherwood Haywood, brother to John Haywood, was United 
States Commissioner of Loans for the State of North Carolina. 
A loan office had existed under the financial operation of the Con- 
federation Congress, but by an act of August 4, 1790, the office was 
rehabilitated and a Commissioner provided for each State whose 
duty was to superintend the subscriptions to the loans of the 
Federal Government, “to open books for the same; to receive the 
certificates which shall be presented in payment thereof; to liqui- 
date the specie value of such of them as shall not have been before 
liquidated; to issue the certificates above-mentioned in lieu thereof, 
according to the terms of each subscription; to enter in books to 
be kept by him for that purpose, credits to the respective sub- 
scribers to the said. loan for the sums to which they shall be 
respectively entitled; to pay the interest thereon as the same shall 
become due, and generally to observe and perform such directions 
and regulations as shall be prescribed to him by the Secretary of 
the Treasury.” Washington filled the appointments to the respective 
states (Rhode Island excepted) by a list sent to the Senate on 
August 6, 1790. See Annals of Congress, First Congress, 1789-1791, 
Vol. I, p. 1027. 
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States: this business I am told was brought forward by a 
Mr". Eppes! of Vi?.—to the President &. &. The document en- 
closed was sent me a few days since by one of our Secretaries :— 
I feel extremely unwilling that this measure, which I consider 
as being brought forward merely as many other pieces of busi- 
ness ad captandwm should be carried into effect, and have 
endeavored the little I could to prevent it, by showing its in- 
jurious operation on this State as a Stockholder; as she will 
in future be subjected to the expense of sending Express after 
her In’. &. at a considerable expense:—our Invalid Citizens 
will also be put to inconvenience and the same sum or nearly 
as much will be expended by the U S in the end, as paying 
some person under a different style, to do the same business ;— 
on a division in the House of Representatives, I hear the Meas- 
ure of agreeing to the Motion in opposition to the Report of 
the Committee was carried by a majority of two or three only: 
I have hope that the Senate will not come into the Measure; 
I have written once on the subject, stating such objections as 
occurred to me at the time; and I have, as I before said, much 
hope from letters I have since received, that the business will 
ultimately fail:—you can very readily perceive my anxiety on 
this head, interesting as the result is to a brother I hold dear, 
and who must return to Edgcombe of course if the app‘. he 
holds is done away:? I will therefore make no apology than 
I beg of you the favor, to peruse and think of the enclosed 
Documents, and to consider of the effects of the contemplated 
measure as to its operation on our particular State: and to 
favor me with such observations and arguments against it, as 


4John Wayles Eppes, of Virginia, congressman 1803-11, and 
1813-15, United States Senator 1817-19, resigning because of ill 
health, and died near Richmond in 1823. His wife was Maria, 
daughter of Thomas Jefferson. Mr. Eppes was the mover of the 
measure to discontinue the office of Commissioner of Loans, and 
made the principal argument therefor. See House Records, Annals 
of Congress, 8th Congress, 1st Sess., p. 952 et seq. 

*Haywood’s deep concern for his brother’s office may not have 
been without its reward. John Randolph, on closing the debate on 
the measure to abolish, gives as one of his reasons for opposition: 
“Many members from North Carolina were also averse to the 
abolition of these offices.” The yea and nay vote in the House as 
finally decisive vote in January, 1804, was 52 yeas and 5&8 nays. See 
House Records, Annals of Congress, 8th Cong. 1st Sess., p. 958. 


490 Tue Nortu Carorina HistroricaL Commission 


shall occur to you, and which it may avail me to use:—if* this 
subject were less interesting to me, I would not wish to tax 
your friendship for me by troubling you on this occasion; nor 
would I do it as it is, did I not know that, if the thing is not 
right & proper in itself, and a Measure of prudent & justifiable 
economy, the whole of its weak and exceptionable parts will at 
once occur & be perceived by you; whereas they would probably 
neither be seen nor thought of by me, whilst I grope in the dark 
in attempts to discover its weak points & evil tendencies—should 
the request be in any sort unpleasant to you, either through 
your convictions of the propriety of the contemplated reference, 
or from other consideration, I beg you will consider it as 
not having been made, if it involves no such feeling or diffi- 
culty, you may have entire faith and reliance on my secrecy: 
I shall be highly oblige by hearing from you as soon as possible; 
as no time is to be lost. 
Much & sincerely yours 
Joun Haywoop 


Our Assembly have finished their business:—I do not know 
(out) little of consequence I feel in (it?)—This is sent by 
Stokes,’ who is told it contains your Daughters interest :—I 
dispatch it in great haste by him that it may reach you. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


W(allia)m Miller to John Steele 


Puizap. 4 Jany 1804. 
My D friend 
On receipt of y" much Esteemed fav’. of the 20 of Oct". 1 
wrote a few Lines inform® you that I should apply for the 
int & div4 upon yt. 8 p*s & Colum Shares & dispose of the amot. 
in conformity to y’ wishes. I had also the pleas™ of Enclos? 


4Montford Stokes, of Rowan, Clerk of the State Senate from 1799 
to 1816; United States Senator from 1816 to 1823; Governor of the 
State of North Carolina for two terms, 1831 and 1832. By appoint- 
ment of President Jackson he became Indian Agent in Arkansas 
and died there in 1842. 
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you a letter from M* Beall cont®. a variety of Georgetown news 
& the thanks of his family for the attention w°? Miss Steele & 
yourself had paid to them. as we have had no intell** from you 
for some time past I am afraid that my last letter has miscar? 
& have therefore thought it right to apprize you of its con- 
tents. 

Hav® considerd it the wish of the Executive to dispense w'® 
Establishm's whenever their utility & the exp* of their Support 
are disproportionate I have devoted my attention, very Strenu- 
ously for some time past to wind® up of the acco’. of the Sup" 
& others who are charg? wt the collect” of the Internal Duties 
& at the close of the last q*. I had so far succeed‘ that the Secy 
of the TY was satisfied that the duties appertaining to my office 
might be superadded to his own without materially or inconven- 
iently enhansing his labours—the arrangem' was concluded on 
accordingly & a few days since I completed the transfer of my 
business & quit the public service. 

I arr‘ at this place on mondY & had the Satisfac™ of find’ 
my fr in health & disposed to congratulate me on my restora- 
tion to simple Citizenship for w** they app™ to have been ex- 
tremely anxious ever since I paid them a visit last Spring; 
My Brother hav® been constantly confined to the city, our con- 
cerns in the country, upon w% I place our chief depend”. have 
been too much neglected,-So that I find it necessary to devote 
some time to put® them in order & it will he sev! months before 
I can decide definitely upon plan for our future operations. 
Whatever my destin". may be, or however I may be employ4 
I shall take y® liberty of appriz® you & I trust that I shall still 
be favourd with a continuance of y™ good wishes. 

The description w you have given is so captivat® that I al- 
most Envy you the peacefull retirement w°" y™ present residence 
affords, but you have labourd hard & are Entitl¢ to the pleas- 
ures of domestic life-——& rather than deprive you of them I 
would pray that they may be perpetuat?—as it will always add 
to my happiness, to hear from you—I shall be most gratified 
if you will fav™ me wt yr commands when I can at any time 
be serviceable to you or any fr® of yrs. 
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present my best Wishes to my amiable fr4 Miss Steel & ‘be- 
lieve me with unfeigned attention & respect 


Yours 
W™ Miter. 
Jn° Steele Esq 
Salisbury 
N° Carolina 
I enclose M* Y no's for 60 D's and 100 50/100 


D*s paid & rem to him on Sep & Nov last—being the exact amot 
of y® int. on y™. 8 p c* & the div? on y™ columbia Bank Shares: 
to the End of Sep. 1803 

The Cash" of the Columbia Bank mentioned to me a few 
days before I left Georgetown that the price of YH Shares has 
risen very considerable. Shares on w* 40 doll"s are paid hav§ 
sold from 55 to 60 Dts & Complete Shares from 15 to 20 p Ct 
advance. the capital paid in amo‘ to almost 600,000. Dts & the 
business is still prospering. Aaa 


(Endorsement on back in handwriting of John Steele.) 


Excited in my mind a train of serious reflections not unlike 
the sensations which I have sometimes experienced on seeing 
those whom he most values droping one by one from the present 
state of existence. He may believe that the change is for the 
better, and cannot perhaps divest himself of the hope of a meet- 
ing in better circumstances and happier times but still the 
prospect appears distant and there is an uncertainty which 
rests upon the prospect and tinges it with melancholy. 


W(aliam) Richardson) Davie to John Steele 


Hatirax Jany. 10th. 1804. 
Dear Sir, 
I had the pleasure to receive your letter of the 15th ulto., 
and have procured all the information that can at this day be 
possibly had on the subject of the pedigree of your mare 
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Austin! knows nothing about her blood. Mr. Jones? books 
contain nothing than can throw any light upon it, and Mr. 
Gilmour says that Hendrie and Gilmour never kept any memr 
of their colts or breeding; Colo. Hamilton was here with Nairn 
a very sensible man who was Hendrie’s Groom, he says that 
he knows her perfectly, her foalding, breaking, training &c. 
and that she was got by Flemnas out of the mare Colo. Hamil- 
ton sold to Hendrie & Gilmour, which is the same mare called 
“Prides old Jolly Rodger mare,” and she was got by Jolly 
Rodger out of a Spanker and was also known by the name of 
the Spanker mare; this is all Nairn can remember of her 
blood; Colo Hamilton recollects the mare he sold to H. & G. 
and believes her to be the same he bought of Pride, and says 
that while he owned her she was generally called the Spanker 
mare; This old mare was the dam of the Fistable mate who 
was the dam of Centinel: I have no doubt of Nairn’s accuracy, 
and Mr. H’s certificate should have been “the Granddam of 
Centinel.” I spoke to Genl. Jones about the blood of the old 
mare, and he could trace her family no further back. I have 
not seen Genl. Carny as yet, should he know any thing farther 
about the family of the old mare I will advise you of it. I 
agree with you that a man who breeds horses, should do it 
with a view to profit only, but I cannot approve of your plan 
with Mr. Beckwells authority; the deficiencies of one stock 
should be remedied by the excellencies of another. Thus, your 
stock are too small, they all want bone, an essential defect, which 
can never be improved on Beckwells plan; but we will adjourn 
the Discussion of this point till we meet. 

My lands lie on the middle fork of Barton’s Creek, that is 
the large tract, which is now divided into eight six-hundred- 
acre tracts, and I have lately received the survey; a great part 
of this land is very valuable, and the price from one to two 
dollars according to the quality. I have another tract of 1000 
acres which I will sell for 34 of a dollar, per acre, they say it 
is good land and not equal to the other. The large tract lies 

1Probably Willis Alston, Davie’s political antagonist, and an 


enthusiastic horse breeder and racer. 
2Probably Allen Jones, Davie’s father-in-law. 
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below Nashville? the other above, and both in the settlement, 
the large tract is also well watered. I only want value, my 
object being to bring that property on this side the moun- 
tains, and would therefore exchange for any valuable land, 
well situated, which I could again sell, and would greatly 
prefer parting with all mine, at once Mr. H. Tatom in Nash- 
ville, or Mr. Napier son in law of Genl. Robeson will give 
Mr. Ellis any directions he may want, on the subject of exam- 
ining those lands. I shall call on you about the 1st of April 
again, when I hope Mr. Ellis will be prepared to do something. 

My best regards to your family, and believe me sincerely 
yours &c. 

W. R. Davis. 


P. S. Mr. Blair can be accommodated on either end of the 
large tract or with the whole of the other. I wish they could 
have seen the land this winter. The. Fistable mare was got 
by Frasnought. 


Addressed : 
Halifax N. C. 
January 11th. 1804. 
General Steele, 
Salisbury 
No. Carolina. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


William Thornton? to John Steele 


Ciry or Wasuineton 2"™4, Feb’. 1804. 
Dear Sir, 


I should have written to you some months ago, but heard 
that you were shortly expected here-—I have made a bargain 


*These lands Davie was offering for sale lay in Tennessee and 
were acquired just after the Revolution through North Carolina’s 
system of land rewards to its soldiers. 

Doctor William Thornton was a native of the British West Indies 
who came to America just after the Revolution, settling in Phila- 
delphia. He had been educated as a physician, but found his chief 
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for M*. Loughborough’s old mare Maria, that he got of you, 
and, thinking she must be more than twenty years of age, I 
have to request, as a particular favour, that you will give me 
her age as correctly as you can, and the sooner the better, as I 
have some little negotiations that will be affected by it. You 
will pardon me for the trouble I give you in this. I would not 
have taken the liberty if I could have been satisfied without it.— 

Ms. Thornton has not been very well of late, but I think is 
better than she was some months ago. Hermann & I remain 
well.—All the news you will see in the Papers. Some In- 
provements have been made here since your Departure, but we 
do not progress very rapidly.—Please to give our best respects 
to Miss Steele, and accept dear Sir every good wish 

from your sincere & respectful Friend &°. 
Wittiam THornton— 
Gen!. Steel 
Salisbury 
North Carolina 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


John Steele to William Thornton 


Letux? Feb’. 224, 1804 
Dear Sir 
I am sorry that it is not in my power to give you with cer- 
tainty the age of the mare mentioned in your letter of the 24 
instant. If you have it in contemplation to purchase her as I 


interest in architecture. He designed the Philadelphia Library, 
completed in 1790. Upon the transfer of the capital to Washington 
in 1800 he removed hence, having already been employed by the 
Government to design and superintend the erection of the first 
capitol building on the Potomac. He was Commissioner of Public 
Buildings 1800-1802, and in the latter year was appointed as head 
of the Patent Office and served in this post till his death in 1827. 

4See note 1, Thornton to Steele, February 2, 1804. 

““Tiethe”’ was the name of a plantation of eight hundred acres 
owned by Steele on the Yadkin River below the Trading Ford. 
The plantation upon which his family resided was called “Lom- 
bardy” and consisted of nine hundred acres just out of Salisbury. 
See the North Carolina Booklet, Vol. XVIII, No. 4, p. 174, John 
Steele, by Archibald Henderson. 
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understand from your intimations, the following circdm- 
stances may perhaps be sufficient for that purpose. I purchased 
her in the year 1790, not from the Breeder, he was dead; but 
from a third hand who did not know her age and I considered 
a certificate of that kind of little consequence as she was evi- 
dently at that time in the prime and vigor of life. She brought 
me five colts, some of them very valuable; after which I sold her 
at a reduced price $200. to James Hart of Pennsylvania from 
whom M"*. Loughboro purchased and not from me as you seem 
to apprehend. She brought M’. Hart two colts, one by Revenge, 
the other by Punch, how many to M*. Loughboro I do not 
know. He sent her one season to Messenger at Philadelphia, 
afterwards to Spread Eagle, and two years ago, with that colt 
by her side, I think, to your horse Driver. I have heard 
nothing of her since. He colt Midast by old Medley is still 
my property, a horse of wonderful speed and highly esteemed 
here in the line of his profession. 
D*. Wiliam Thornton 
City of 
Washington 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Joseph Nourse to John Steele 


Crry or Wasurineton 9th March 1804. 
Dear Sir. 

The receipt of your Letter gave me that pleasure which arises 
from a consideration of being enabled, in the least degree of 
serving a friend for whom I havea very warm respect and es- 
teem. Mr. Miller? having drawn the several Dividends a year 
8 p: Ct. Stock, except for the last Quarter, I recd. this morning 
at the office of Discounts & Deposits, Sixty Dollars, which I 
hold to your Order, and shall be looking for an additional favor 
from you with a power to receive your Dividend in the Bank of 


1See note 2, Heard to Steele, August 4, 1799. 
?William Miller, U. S. Commissioner of Revenue. 
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Columbia, which will be declared the 22d of this month and 
which I understand will be at the rate of 9 p. Ct. Your direction 
in respects to a payment of the editors of the National Intel- 
ligencer and the Federalist to the end of the present year, I 
shall attend to in the course of a few days. Mrs. Nourse and my 
Daughter & family return their most respectful Compliments to 
Mrs. Steele and the young Ladies. They participate with me, 
in a remembrance of that friendly intercourse they formerly 
partook of, and sincerely congratulate you & Mrs. Steele and 
the late agreeable change in the situation of your Daughter 
Ann,’ both to her and yourselves. 

My Daughter has been confined with a bad cold for more 
than a week the delicacy of her constitution excites sometimes 
a degree of apprehension:—our weather has been, and con- 
tinues remarkably unfavorable for the recovery of the sick— 
but we anticipate a pleasing change of the Season in a few 
weeks, when from air and exercise on horse back we hope Maria 
will be reinstated in her health. 

Mr. & Mrs. Beall, Mr.? & Mrs. Harrison return their best 
Respects. I am D. Sir, very respectfully 

Your obed. Servt. & friend 
JosepH Nourse. 
John Steele Esqr. 
Addressed : 
John Steele Esqr. 
Salisbury 
State of North Carolina. 


Received of Charles J. Nourse Esqr. Five Dollars Twenty 
five Cents in tull for the Subscription of John Steele Esq, from 
Decr. 7, 1803 to January first, 1805. 

W. A. Rivp, 
March 10, 1804. 


(Enclosed in: 1804, Mar. 13; Nourse to Steele.) 


14Ann Nessfield Steele, born 27 January, 1784; married to Jesse A. 
Pearson 13 February, 1804; died October 4, 1804. 
*Richard Harrison, U. S. Auditor. 
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Received of Joseph Nourse for John Steele Esqr of North 
Carolina Five Dollars and thirty seven and a half cents in full 
for the National Intelligencer from the first of December 1803 
up to the first day of January one thousand eight hundred and 
five. 

Joun Sussrorp for 
S. H. Smiru. 
Washington 
10th March 1804. 


(Enclosed in: 1804, Mar. 13; Nourse to Steele). 


Mr. Nourse with his Respects to Mr. Steele incloses to him 
the Receipts for News papers to the end of the Year 1804. 
City of Washington 13 March, 1804. 


(Enclosures: 1804, Mar. 10; Receipt, Rind, to Nourse, for 
Steele. 1804, Mar. 10; Receipt, Sessford to Nourse for Steele). 
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John Haywood to John Steele 


RateicH 9%, April 1804. 
Dear Sir, 

Soon after the receipt of your obliging Letter of the 24. Jan- 
uary last, I should have done myself the pleasure of writing and 
offering to you my thankful acknowledgment for it, had I 
not been led from day to day to defer doing so in the hope and 
expectation that the Secretary! of the State would enable me 
to answer you positively, in regard to the making a Grant to 
the M*. Hadens:—the Secretary has been long indisposed, and 
has not been at his office, save once or twice & that within the 
last week, since the date of my last to you:—On the receipt of 
yours above mentioned, I waited on him at his House, and re- 
peated my visit several times, urging him to decide whether he 
would or would not make the Grant, in order that I might in- 


*William White, of Lenoir County. Secretary of State 1798-1810. 
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form you; I discovered in him an unwillingness to issue the 
Grant, as he said he had been advised against the issuing such, 
and had, in consequence of such advice, refused to issue several 
for Entries made in the Roanoak and elsewhere :—he said how- 
ever that he would take the advise of the Attorney General? 
on the occasion, but did not say he would be governed by it :— 
I mentioned to him the difficulties you had stated as resulting 
to your Wards from his refusal; and asked if he did not con- 
sider the fishing Place as residuary estate &. without reply- 
ing directly, he said, he could not conceive any difficulty 
as to the ferry, as the Courts regulated those matters; and 
as to the fishing place it appeared to him, to be the property 
of the Young Man on whose shore the Sein landed :—I ob- 
served, the first one probably caught on Rocks situate in the 
midst of the River, by Nets and not by Seins; and if that 
was the case a difficulty certainly might arise as to the prop- 
erty of these Rocks, which property were so immediately in 
the Channel of the River as not to extend to the one or the 
other side &°.—he admitted that it was highly probable a dif- 
ficulty did and would exist in regard to this property, as you 
had wished it granted with the view of serving both the Heirs 
& quietting all; but went on to observe on the injuries which 
might grow out of the granting the Beds of the River indiscrim- 
inately, and added, that the late Gen!. Person? had entered and 
promised Grants for seven or thirteen miles of the Bed of Haw 
River, although the Lands on each Bank was held by others &°*. 
&*. he concluded however with saying, that he had stated the 
matter to the Attorney General and daily expected his answer or 
opinion :—He did not receive it ’till one day last week: The 


‘Henry Seawell, of Wake, Attorney-General 1803-08. See note 
number 2 of Haywood to Steele, Dec. 24, 1803. 

2Thomas Person, of Granville County, b. 1733, d. 1800. Person 
was a staunch defender of the rights of North Carolina through the 
last years of the Colonial period, through the era of the Revolution, 
and through the first decade of the life of the Republic. His field 
of activity was mainly in the Colonial Assembly in the Congress 
and conventions of the reorganization period, and in the State 
Legislature after the Union was formed. He was a man of the 
people, of the self-made variety, and, despite his public activities, 
managed to build up a large landed estate, having secured grants 
or made purchases in many parts of the State. See Stephen B. 
Weeks’s sketch of Person in Ashe’s Biog. Hist. of North Carolina, 
Vol. VII, pp. 380-398. 
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opinion was conceived in doubtful terms, but went rather tothe 
advising the issuing such Grants that to the withholding them, 
giving as one reason for such advice or opinion, that the Grant 
if illegally issued would be void in themselves, and that the 
Courts would set them aside if the Laws did not sanction 
them &. &. The Secretary, after being a day or so in posses- 
sion of this opinion, determined that he would not make the 
Grant; but would lay the matter before the next Assembly, 
with the advice and opinion he had received in regard to it, and 
ask of the Legislature a general direction as to that description 
of Entry :—He expressed a wish in the meanwhile, to retain 
the Plats &., in order that he might have it in his power at 
once to issue, in case he shall be so ordered. He appeared 
entirely disposed to do that which was right & proper on the 
occasion. but feared to commit himself; and seem to think it 
would be wrong in him to issue the Haden Grants, after having 
refused many of a similar nature, as to situation. 

I beg you to be assured, I had a proper and a grateful sense 
of your kindness in the Remarks you were pleased to favor 
me with, in regard to the Bill lately before Congress, for doing 
away the office of Commissioner of Loans in the several States: 
Several of them had not occurred to me, and were such as in 
my mind, ought to have much form and might in determining 
a principle of that kind: As the Bill failed, I kept them to 
myself; nor would I, in any event or on any contingency, have 
used them in such way, as to have admitted the possibility of 
its being conjectured I had them from you; or that they were 
other than my own:—lI have hopes that matters may now rest 
for some time; for if it was contemplated merely ad captandum, 
as it is but too probable was the case, the end has been assured: 
I am however, by no means the less sensible of nor the less 
obliged by, the friendly and ready manner in which you kindly 
aided me in opposing it, in case it had been necessary; nor by 
the affectionate & obliging concern you were pleased to express 
on the occasion, so far as that business, in its issue might 
affect me and mine. 

The Salary of the Governor at Orleans! is fixed, I see, at 


tWhen the Territory of Orleans was created, March 2, 1804, 
William C. C. Claiborne became, by the appointment of President 
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five thousand Dollars yearly: I enquired the other evening of 
Blackledge, who has at this place on his return from Con- 
gress, and understood indirectly from him, that it was sug- 
gested that Office would not be filled, until the return of Mr". 
Monro? from London:—I observed on the speech of MT". 
Nicholson* in Congress in regard to the appointment, which 
led me to believe Claiborne was not to have it: I thought 
from the little he said, he left me at liberty, to infer, there 
would be no haste in filling it; that the Secretary could act 
temporarily & that ultimately it was probable Monro would 
be the Man: this was perhaps in confidence, if it was, I tell 
it you in the same way; it appeared to me however a left- 
handed kind of management :—If you saw Nicholson’s Requi- 
sites,* as detailed in his speech, I cannot think, from all I ever 
heard, that Monro comes up to or meets them, by any means. 

I congratulate you on the marriage of your Daughter? & 
seriously hope her choice has been such as may ensure her 
happiness, and that it has been pleasing to you—I send you 
enclosed, the interest of your Daughter’s Stock from the March 
quarter, in a fifty Dollar Note, which I hope may prove a good 


Jefferson, its first territorial Governor. Claiborne had been terri- 
torial Governor of Mississippi since 1801 and was a Commissioner, 
with General James Wilkerson, to accept the transfer of Louisiana 
from France to the United States in 1803. When Orleans was ad- 
mitted as the State of Louisiana in 1812 Claiborne was elected by 
the people as its first Governor. In 1816 he was elected United 
States Senator but died before assuming his seat. 

1William Blackledge, of Craven County, often a member of the 
State Legislature. and a Congressman from North Carolina in the 
8th, 9th, 10th, 12th, 16th, and 17th Congresses. 

2James Monroe had joined Robert R. Livingstone, our Minister in 
Paris, and assisted in completing the purchase of Louisiana in 1803. 
There was some thought, and much discussion, that on his return 
from Europe he would be made territorial Governor of the newly 
acquired area. 

’Joseph Hopper Nicholson, member of Congress from Maryland 
1799-1806. For his speeches on the subject of Louisiana see Annals 
of Congress, 8th Cong., Ist Sess., pp. 397-400, 465, 501. 

4Annals of Congress, 8th Cong., 1st Sess., p. 1185, for the type of 
Governor Nicholson thought ought to be named for Louisiana. 

5Ann Nessfield, oldest daughter of John Steele and his wife, Mary 
Nessfield Steele, was married to Jesse A. Pearson on February 13, 
1804. See Haywood to Steele, Jan. 28, 1805. 
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one: and remain with an offer of my respectful Regards & 
best wishes, 
much and sincerely, 
yours, 
Joun Haywoop. 
Gen!. Steele. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


S. Cook to John Steele 


[May 3, 1804] 
Sir, 

I have sent Two Mares to your house by M'. Snow I wish 
you to keep them and Feed them well as long as you think is 
necessary and Direct Mt. Snow when to Come For them the 
money perhaps may Come when the Mares are taken away if 
not Then I Shall be at next Supreme Court and will pay you 
then your Charge for The whole—I wish the best of Care taken 
of my mares— I am Sir & 

May the 3", 1804 Sam Coox 

Gen!. 

Steele Esq’. 
Salisbury 
| Endorsed ] : 
M*. Sam!. Cook 
to John Steele 
May 3°. 1804 
Requesting his Mares to be well fed while with Midas 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 
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John Steele to William Miller 


Satispury May 224, 1804. 
My dear friend, 

The want of matter worth postage has induced me to wait 
for a private conveyance, and consequently to delay until now 
the pleasure I shd. otherwise have had in making my acknowl- 
edgements to you sooner for your obliging favor of the 4th of 
Janry. last. It came to hand in due time, and gave me the 
first intimation of your return to private life. This occurrence 
though not wholly unexpected, and without doubt gratifying 
to that immediate circle of your friends to whose society you 
are restored excited in my mind a train of serious reflections 
not unlike the sensations of a good man on seeing those whom 
he most values dropping one by one from the present state of 
existence. He may sincerely believe that the change is for the 
better, and cannot perhaps divest himself of the hope of a 
meeting in happier times and circumstances but still the pros- 
pect appears distant and there is an uncertainty which rests 
upon. it and tinges it with melancholy. You know me too well, 
my friend, to infer from this turn of thought that I place any 
value on public stations merely as such:—or that I look back 
on them with any regrets except such as proceed from the 
relations of friendship and personal attachment. These I have 
the greater room to indulge as my “Economies” enable me 
to regard pecuniary considerations with indifference. 

It will give you pleasure to understand that Colo. Habisham! 
is doing well at Savannah, his private worth and respectability 
give him facilities in business which cannot but be attended 
there with success. I anticipated the same of Mr. Wolcott,” 
though I have not heard from him since his removal to the 
City of New York. A little before my departure from Wash- 
ington in the yr. 1802 I had prepared a letter to him enclosing 


1Jcseph Habersham, b. Savannah, Georgia, 1751; Revolutionary 
soldier; Postmaster-General, 1795-1801; resigned to become presi- 
dent of the U. S. Branch Bank at Savannah, which post he held at 
his death, 1815. 

2Oliver Wolcott, former Secretary of the U. S. Treasury. 


28 
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a copy of one from me to the Secty. of the Treasy. concerning 
a part of the report of the committee of investigation but by 
accident put it up among my papers at Mr. Beall’s and only 
discovered the blunder a few weeks ago. As you and he are 
now near each other and probably have frequent intercourse 
I will thank you when you see or write to him next to make my 
respects to him. The letter which you mention from the good 
old Earl of Dunnbarton never came to hand, and I am ex- 
ceedingly sorry for the loss as I class him among my best 
correspondents. For our friend Harrison’s! silence I am wholly 
unable to account, having not heard from him by letter or mes- 
sage since I parted with him at his own house the evening 
before I left Georgetown two years ago. That there might be 
no seeming neglect or omission on my part I have frequently 
mentioned him in the manner that my feelings dictated in 
letters to you and other friends, and once I had occasion to 
write to him on the business of Mr. Kimball; but these re- 
iterated indications of my regard have not been sufficient to 
overcome his indolence or reserve. 

If you shd. ever on business or in search of health be led 
this way I shall hope that you will do me the favor to make 
my house a resting place. It wd. afford me great pleasure to 
see you but much more to contribute in any degree to your 
happiness or advantage. My daughter Ann? very often ex- 
presses her remembrance of your polite attention to her and 
myself. Since her marriage she has removed to her own place 
about fifteen miles from here, where she seems to be fixed for 
life. 

I have seen lately a new surveyor of the Customs for the 
port of Philadelphia announced:—Did Maj. Jackson resign 
or was he congéd out of place? I feel so much regard for him 
that I wish to be informed on this point, but be the manner 
as it may I flatter myself that his talents and habits of business 
will soon surmount the difficulties incident to a new situation. 
When you happen to see him, tell him that I am well and as 
happy as he could wish me to be, and that I cherish with 


*Richard Harrison, United States Auditor. See note to Harrison 
letter, May 2, 1808. 
*Mrs. Jesse A. Pearson. 
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affectionate regard the remembrance of our former intimacy. 

Mr. Caldcleugh who will be the bearer of this has been kind 
eno. to promise to purchase a few books for me in your City; 
and may perhaps have occasion to ask your opinion concerning 
the editions &. If he shd. I will thank you to have the good- 
ness to give it. Do me the favor to present my respects to your 
brother, and believe me very much & sincerely Yours, 

Jno. STEELE. 
William Miller Esqr. 
A.L.S. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


John Chesnut! to John Steele 


Campen 17", June 1804 

Sur 

The Rev’. M". Weems? is on his way to the northward, and 
purposes taking Salisbury in his way, and being a Stranger in 
that town, I take the lhberty to recommend him to your civil- 
leties & attention. 

He is procuring Subscriptions for the Life of General Wash- 
ington,? w°". will soon be published,—and I presume the life 


4John Chestnut (1743-1818) was born on the Shenandoah River 
of Irish parentage who had settled on the frontier of Virginia. 
His father was killed when quite a young man and his mother with 
her three children, moved with her second husband, Jasper Sutton, 
to Kershaw County, South Carolina, about 1758, after stopping a 
year or two on Fifers Creek, North Carolina. John Chestnut com- 
manded the Camden militia at Charleston in 1780 and was later 
imprisoned by the British at Camden. A portrait of him, executed 
by Gilbert Stewart, hangs at Mulberry, the home of his descendants, 
near Camden, §. C. See Thos. J. Kirkland and Robert M. Kennedy, 
Historic Camden, pp. 366-371, for an interesting account of the 
Chestnut family. 

*Mason Locke Weems was born in Prince William County about 
1760 and died at Beaufort, S. C., in 1825. At one time he was rector 
of Pohick Church, near Mount Vernon, at which Washington 
attended. He traveled through the South as a book-peddler for the 
publisher Mathew Carey. In 1800 he published his “Life of Wash- 
ington” as a pamphlet of eighty-two pages. This grew by gradual 
additions until it reached its permanent form in the 11th edition 
(1811). This pseudo-historical treatment of Washington’s charac- 
ter brought forth the cherry tree and hatchet story, with others 
equally apochryphal. 

*John Marshall’s “Life of George Washington” appeared in five 
volumes, the first volume being published in 1804 and the fifth in 
1807, C. P. Wayne, Philadelphia, publisher. There was a revision in 
1824 and another in 1832, this last consisting of three volumes. 
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of that great & worthy man—Written by Judge Marshall, will 
be eagerly sought for by every enlighted American. 
I am very respectfully 
D*. Sir 
your most ob‘. Serv‘. 
JoHN CHESNUT 
General John Steele 
Salisbury 
(Favored by the 
Rev?. Mr. Weems) 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


Joseph Nourse: to John Steele 


Crry or Wasuineton 2. July 1804 
D® Sir. 

I duly received your esteemed Letter by M*. Andrew Cald- 
cleugh, to whom I have this morning remitted a Check on the 
Bank of the United States in his fav’. 

Your directions my respected friend! in regard to the future 
dividens: I shall, with great pleasure observe, as it will be very 
far from the least interesting circumstances, if at any time in 
this, or in any other manner, I can serve (indeed! as such it 
should hardly be mentioned) one whom I so highly respect & 
esteem. 

I saw your friend M*. Madison? at the Presidents and men- 
tioned your wishes in respect to the french papers; they were 


1Joseph Nourse was born in London, 1754, and immigrated with 
his parents to Virginia in 1769. He entered the Revolutionary 
army in 1776 as secretary to General Charles Lee. He became pay- 
master of the Board of War in 1777 and served to 1781. During the 
Confederation he served as Register of the Treasury (1781-1789) 
and upon the organization of the Federal Union in 1789 was named 
by Washington as Register of the U. S. Treasury, continuing in this 
office until 1829. Nourse was a profound student of the Bible, and 
was president of the American Bible Society from 1816 to his death 
in 1841. 

*James Madison, Secretary of State in Jefferson’s cabinet, 1801- 
1809; President of the United States 1809-1817. 
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not in his office; but he expressed the greatest readiness in fur- 
nishing them should they be returned to him, indeed he said 
he would have them hunted up—lI shall of course forward them 
to you should he be enabled to send them to me. The pursuits 
of Literature which you have made choice of is filling up those 
hours of relaxation from business, which others devote to 
pleasurable objects, is I presume the most rational and agree- 
abie, for after all knowledge must be the truest riches. The 
study of Religion has chiefly engaged my leisure moments— 
this, I made choice of from a persuasion, that there was some- 
thing in it, that most men overlooked, and in this, I am the 
more persuaded for every research into the divine records has 
amply rewarded my labours, and my mind from a very un- 
settled state, has become perfectly tranquil, the Word of God 
being the foundation of my Hope, I know it can not be shaken: 
this gives me comfort here, and ensures (indeed the comfort 
arises therefrom) happiness hereafter: the Word of God. I 
therefore place as my first & last object of pursuit and fre- 
quently regret, that those treasures of Wisdom and knowledge 
cannot be more ardently produced: so many other things inter- 
vening. Our daughter is at Philadelphia: she had a relapse, 
and our last account mentioned that altho she was recovering 
Strength, it was but slowly; if she should be too weak to re- 
turn with her brother who is gone up for her in the public 
Stage, M's. Nourse purposes going up thither in a private 
Stage. 

I have bettered my situation in George Town from-a pur- 
chase of the U. S. of Jackson’s house, for Dely & Costs, at 4 
years Credit; This I did at the sale, It need not have sold for 
the amount—M’s. Nourse desires me to write her respectful 
compliments with mine, and I request that they may be pre- 
sented to M's. Steele and the young Ladies & yourself 

I am most respectfully 
D".Sir 
Your most ob‘. Friend 
& Servant 
Jno. Steele Esq. JosePpH Nourse. 
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I cannot learn that the R 
trials of Moreau! have 
been separately published. 


Mr’. Nourse with his Respects to M*. Steele incloses M*. Cal- 
duogh’s receipt for Monies placed in his hands at Phila- 
delphia— 

Our respected friend Alex’. Hamilton is no more! he was 
mortally wounded in a duel with Col®. Burr and expired in a 
short time afterward—The. only particulars that I have gath- 
ered on this interesting & melancholly occasion are, that Col?. 
Burr having been attacked in the public prints in respect to 
the late election, carried his accusation against M*.Hamilton 
so far as the latter did not directly deny the charge of being 
their Author; this was about three weeks (since?) : it was by 
mutual consent deferred until the end of a Court in which Mr’. 
H was employed in some important cases. he then made his 
Will, and chose the very spot at Hoboken, where his son on a 
simular occasion fell— 

I sympathise with his friends most sincerely— 

Monday 10 July 1804 JosrerH Novursr 


John Steele Esq". 
Salisbury 
North Carolina 


J. A. Pearson to John Steele 


July 26th. 1804. 
Dear Sir 
In consequence of a temporising letter which I received from 
Joseph? yesterday, I have declined sending a letter that I had 


14Jean Victor Marie Moreau (1763-1813), victor over the Austrians 
at Hohenlinden in 1800, became the exponent of the views of the 
Moderate Republicans in the last year of Napoleon’s Consulate. 
He was siezed in 1803 and put on trial for conspiracy, convicted, 
and banished to America, where he lived until 1812, when he re- 
turned to Europe, joined the staff of the Czar of Russia, Alex- 
ander I, and was killed in the Battle of Dresden, 1813. See Rose, 
Life of Napoleon I, Vol. I, 410-420. 

2Joseph Pearson, brother to the writer, and representing Salisbury 
in the Commons in 1804 and 1805. He was later a member of Con- 
gress, 1809-1815. 
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written to Capt. Locke! at the request of Col. Hunt (who was 
with me a few days ago disavowing any connection whatever 
with Fisher? or Leatherman.? He assured me that it was his 
intention to give to Mr. Brandon* & Major John Smith? a fair 
and open support. It would oblige me if you will take the 
first convenient opportunity to let some of Brandon’s friends 
know the sentiments of Col. Hunt towards him. 

I will endeavour to keep the friend of the two Hunts® cool, 
as the most certain way to unite them in favor of Brandon. 

If you should see Joseph before I do pray put his mind at 
ease by assuring him from me, that I will do nothing to pro- 
voke the wrath of Stokes’ or Fisher altho’ I have no confidence 
in their professions of neutrality. 

We are all well here, and would be very glad to see you. 

With great respect 
I am Dr. Sir yr.ob.sert. 
J. A. Prarson. 

Addressed : 

Genl. John Steele, 
near 
Salisbury. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


‘Francis Locke, of Rowan, born October 31, 1766; was elected a 
judge of Superior Court, 1803. In 1814 he was elected to the United 
States Senate to fill the unexpired term of David Stone, resigned. 
Locke died in 1823. Rumple, History of Rowan County, 158. 

2Jacob Fisher, elected to State Senate for Rowan county, 1804. 

®Daniel Leatherman, elected to the State Commons, 1802, 1803, 
1805, 1806, 1807. 

‘Mathew Brandon, in State Senate from Rowan, 1805, and many 
times a member of the Commons. For sketch see Rumple, History 
of Rowan County, 281-287. 

‘John Smith represented Rowan in the Commons in 1808. 

‘Daniel and John Hunt. The first represented Rowan in the Com- 
mons, 1803, 1805, 1806; the latter in 1804. 

"Montfort Stokes, at this date clerk in the State Senate, and in- 
fluential in the politics of Rowan, his home county. 
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Joseph Pearson to John Steele 


RateicH Nov", 26% 1804— 
Dear Sir. 

The business of the Session has as yet been so unimportant 
that it affords scarcely anything worth relating. A few public 
bills have been introduced amongst which is a bill for equal- 
lising the land tax, its object is to divide the Land into three 
qualities & tax each in proportion to its value—This bill was 
introduced by Gen!. Millborne—under the specious garb of 
giving relief to the poorer class of citizens, the bill is evidently 
calculated for the bebefit of speculators who possess large quan- 
tities of poor Land, I am one of the committee to whom this 
bill is referred, and as at present advised shall oppose it, unless 
it can be so restricted as to benefit those who are really poor 
and of course possess but A little Land. A Committee is ap- 
pointed to report a bill to amend the Judiciary system, no plan 
is as yet organized & I am apprehensive none will succeed cal- 
culated to afford much relief. The bill to repeal the act de- 
priving the University of escheated & confiscated property is 
made the order of the day for monday next. you will perceive 
from Gales and Boylans papers? what a swarm of petitions, 
resolutions & private bills have been introduced in the course 
of one week, all of which are referred to Committees & very 
generally rejected. I trust the tide of such business is nearly 
over I look forward to the remaining part of the session as 


1Joseph Pearson, member of a distinguished family in North 
Carolina, was a lawyer by profession. He represented the borough 
of Salisbury in the State Assembly 1804-1805. In 1809 he became 
a member of Congress and served until 1815; while in Congress he 
fought a duel with John George Jackson, a Representative from 
Virginia, and on the second fire was wounded; died in Salisbury, 
1834. 

*Joseph Gales edited the Republican newspaper, The Raleigh 
Register, and William Boylan the Federalist newspaper, The Raleigh 
Advertiser. The two editors were rivals for the practical subsidy 
represented by the public printing, which was in the gift of the 
Legislature, and therefore used as a party award. Boylan’s paper 
had enjoyed the public printing until the legislative session of 
1800 (November 17-December 20), at which time the newly created 
Republican majority transferred it to their recently established 
(1799) party organ, The Raleigh Register. 
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being more important & more interesting. Nothing has offered 
to excite the spirit of party in the house & I think a disposition 
to conciliate prevails except with a few who are ready to give 
the war hoop. The public printing will be the first thing to 
excite the sensibility of party. M*. Boylan’s address (which you 
may see published in Gales’ paper) is so modest & the requisi- 
tion so just, and Gales’ reply so arrogant & dictatorial, that I 
have just reason to expect M'. Boylan will succeed, & the arro- 
gance of Gales & some of his party justly rewarded. The 
theme at present is who shall be Senator? The Federalists have 
not, nor do they intend slating a candidate, this hits the dem- 
ocrats all afloat, already there are some long faces. Gen. S.? 
appears quite grave & I am now convinced that he is not all in 
all at this place. It is generally believed he intends becoming 
a candidate, M™. Franklin? being nominated so early & by some 
of the leading Democrats has somewhat disconcerted some gen- 
tlemen. I have reason to believe that M’. Franklin’s name was 
early seised upon by some of the Democrats to prevent Gen.' 
Stokes from taking the start or perhaps to prevent his starting 
at all. Whether the gentlemen are disposed to elect M’. Frank- 
lin or endeavoring to make way for some third person I am at 
a loss to know, I am certain he has a great many friends in the 
Assembly. Gen.!, Benj. Smith,? Tho’. Blount,* & Stokes are 
talked of as candidates; If Gen.! Stokes does offer and I appre- 
hend he will be very strongly supported & perhaps elected— 
being a stranger here to most of the Members I can form no 
decision—We have had no Spouting in the house of commons 
and most of the Members appear modest and well disposed— 
If we can prevent innovations & keep things nearly as they 
are it may perhaps be the best direction for our exertions. I 


*Montford Stokes, of Wilkes, clerk of the State Senate from 1799 
to 1815, and elected to the United States Senate in the latter year, 
serving until 1823 by a successive election. 

*Jesse Franklin, of Surry, whose term was expiring, and who 
was a candidate to succeed himself. James Turner, Governor since 
1802, received the seat at the hands of this Legislature, but Frank- 
lin replaced David Stone, the other Senator in 1807 and served 
until 1813. 

*Benjamin Smith, of Brunswick, Senator from his county 1792- 
1800, and 1804 to 1810, and Governor in 1810. See above. 

‘Thomas Blount, of Edgecombe, Representative in Congress 1793- 
1799, and 1805-1812, dying in office the latter year. 
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must confess that this letter is intended more to convmee 
you of my inclination to give information than from any 
hope of success. Should anything particular transpire I shall 
continue to communicate. 
Be so good as to offer my respects to M’s. Steele & family. 
With respect 
Sir 
your Ob‘. servant 
J°. Prarson 
Sunday Night 26%. Nov», 
Gen!. John Steele 
Salisbury 
N Carolina 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


John Steele to Joseph Pearson 


Sarispury D*. 6, 1804 

Dear Sir 

The only return in my power to make for the polite favor of 
your letter of the 26. ult®. is to offer you my thanks, and to 
hope that you will have an agreeable session. The more you 
reflect the more I am sure you will be confirmed in the opinion, 
that it is best to guard ag‘. innovations of all kinds, and 
especially ag'. that dangerous part which w*. tamper (without 
due deliberation) with the administration of justice. One 
obvious advantage of this plan is, that if we do not advance 
we shall at least not go backward, and when the times become 
more temperate the way will be open to introduce permanent, 
and solid improvements. Changes in the leading measures of 
the government (such for instance as those you mention to be in 
contemplation) a new organization of its courts, and of its rev- 
enues should at all times be made with caution, because the 
injuries to be apprehended from any mistake in any of these 
departments are difficult to be redressed in proportion to the 
extent and intimacy of their connection with all the rights and 
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interests of society. Reason and experience are our safest— 
indeed our only safe guides in those regions where hazard 
necessarily attends every step; when these concur in recom- 
mending a change and happen to have influence enough to lead 
the way, we cannot go far astray by submitting to their di- 
rection. I would be understood however to mean the reason of 
wise men, for even in this age of reason it will not I hope be 
thought a solecism to say that it is not a standing piece of 
furniture in the Noddles of some of our political Solomons. 
With respect to the change in the land tax, it is a sufficient 
objection to it, I think, that perfect equality in its operation 
is impracticable. As well almost might the legislature amuse 
itself and its constituents by attempting to equalize our poll 
tax.t It is with heads as with lands, some are worth more by 
nature than others—some by nature equal, differ in degrees 
of cultivation and improvement—Others equal by nature and 
improvements are rendered more or less valuable to their pos- 
sessors and to the public by accidental cricumstances, or what 
may be termed situation. The just inference to be drawn from 
these and a thousand other intrinsic difficulties which the sub- 
ject presents is, that our State taxes are too insignificant to 
justify the expense of a general appraisement of all the lands 
and the formation of a table of the value of labor in different 
parts; and without an accurate knowledge derived from this 
preliminary step an attempt to equalize the land tax alone 
would probably be attended with much greater injustice than 
now experienced. 

All things here go on in their usual routine. I do not recol- 
lect any occurrences in Town since you left worth notice. Your 


1The poll tax in North Carolina, prior to 1818, was the greatest 
source of revenue in the State’s tax system. It was levied on all 
white males between 21 and 60 years (reduced in 1806 to 50 years, 
and in 1822 to 45 years) and upon all slaves, of both sexes, be- 
tween 12 and 50 years. The sum levied upon ‘the slave poll was 
usually larger than upon the white poll, the amount being equal 
for the first time in 1814, when it was fixed at 30 cents upon each. 
Thereafter it varied again until 1835, when the State Constitution 
of that year finally equalized it. Cf. History of North Carolina, 
Vol. II, p. 318, et seg. the Federal Period, by W. K. Boyd. 


444 Tuer Nortu Carorina HistoricaL ComMMIsSsION 


brother Maj. P.1 was with us a few days ago and will be here 
again today I believe to write to you by tomorrows post. Be so 
good as to present my respects to Col. Caldwell? of Iredell and 
to any of my other old friends who may have kindness enough 
to remember me. Adieu 
Jos. Pearson Esq’ Jn°. STEELE 
(Town member for Salisbury in General Assy.) 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


John Steele to Nathaniel Macon® 


SaxisBury Jany. 17th 1805. 
Dear Sir, 

About four weeks ago I had the pleasure to receive your 
much esteemed favor of the 12th of December and wd. have 
acknowledged my obligations to you for it sooner, if an entire 
failure in the arrival of our Mails since that time (occasioned 
by uncommonly deep snows) had not prevented me. Your 
kindness in remembering an absent friend is entitled to the 
best return which a sincere and grateful heart can make :— 
mine I trust you will always find duly sensible of your atten- 
tions and devoted to the cultivation of those friendly dispo- 
sitions, which in every situation, but especially in a retired 
one, constitute a principal share of our best enjoyments. In 
private life, it is natural that a man should appretiate highly 
the offices of personal regard, and when these come, like yours, 
from one of a difft. party name, they win upon the heart not 
as friendly attentions merely, but as indications of candor and 
liberality rising superior to the prejudices and passions of the 
times. To the want of a sufficient degree of this same spirit of 
“ajesse A. Pearson, married to Steele’s daughter, Ann Nessfield 
Steele, on February 13, 1804, the young wife dying on October 4 
of the same year. 

Colonel David Caldwell, a Revolutionary veteran, often a member 
of the State Senate from 1790 to 1804. He was the grandfather of 
the late Joseph Pearson Caldwell, editor. 

*Nathaniel Macon at this date had been Speaker of the House 


of Representatives since 1801. See notes to Macon letter of Sep- 
tember 10, 1802. 
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candor and liberality is to be ascribed that distance and re- 
serve which you inform me still continue to be kept up among 
the Members of Congress. This State of things, however we 
may unite in lamenting its existence is an evil not to be cured 
while both parties believe or pretend to believe, the fault to be 
with their opponents and not with themselves, as if virtue and 
vice were synonymous with party distinctions. It will require 
some greatness of mind on both sides to search dispassionately 
for the causes of this, and still more perhaps to apply a rational 
and well timed remedy. Those who in a party sense have been 
Federalists (for you must notice here as in former letters that 
I speak of that party as having been, because it was in my 
opinion dissolved at the conclusion of the late general peace 
when the French revolution terminated, and our proclamation 
of neutrality of 1793 and the greater part of the measures 
which grew out of it had their effect) charge one half of your 
party with maintaining the odious doctrine of a general expul- 
sion of all who are called Federalists from office, and the other 
and better because less unjust and irrational half, with the 
toleration of those who are im but the rigid exclusion of all 
who are out. This last, they say, not less than the first is a 
departure from the broad and generous principle avowed in the 
President’s inauguration speech, which is the only one that can 
or ought to last, and that indiscriminate exclusion for matters 
of opinion with reference to our disputes, is in effect not 
merely to “call by different names brethren of the same prin- 
ciples” but to treat one class of brethren worse than Aliens. 
Although the Federal party in the sense which I have supposed 
the proper one may be dissolved, the individuals continue and 
notwithstanding the submission of many of them to the will 
of the majority in changing the Administration, their explicit 
approbation of some of the acts of Government since (particu- 
larly the acquisition of Louisiana and the measures adopted 
for the reduction of the Funded debts) an entire cordiality in 
their intercourse with your party, either in or out of Congress, 
is not in the nature of things to be expected, while their indis- 
crvminate exclusion is either openly vindicated, or tacitly ad- 
hered to as a maxim of administration. It would well become 
a man of your independence and influence to inculcate the in- 
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justice and narrowness of such a sentiment, and that beitg, 
though in a less violent degree than expulsion, a species of 
political persecutions you may easily show that it cannot stand 
a temperate and enlightened examination. Another reason will 
of course occur to you, that from the tendency of elections in 
some of the States it must have become manifested of late to 
the good men of your party that in the Southern section at 
least they have more to apprehend from another quarter than 
from the Federalists, and that however complete your party 
triumphs may seem to be, they cannot have beneficial and 
permanent effects, unless you guard agt. the arts and violent 
counsels of your Haclusionists. Had Major Franklin’ under- 
stood this subject better, had he tirned his eyes in time to the 
quarter whence real opposition came, he might perhaps have 
been continued six yrs. longer!!! There are times when pas- 
sions are necessary but such are not the present. Your best 
Doctors and Dr. Macon among the rest, I have no doubt recom- 
mend a cooling regimen as the best means of abating that fever 
which has brought, and must if not checked continue to bring 
Noisy and inferior men into places of distinction. You want, 
especially from the Southern States, clear headed, well in- 
formed, virtuous men:—whether your chance of obtaining 
them be increased or diminished by the doctrine of exclusion 
is a very simple question. Here my friend, let your own re- 
flections supply the rest. What I have suggested has at least, 
the Merit of being disinterested, and proceeds from that un- 
reserved confidence, which has chareaterized all my intercourse 
with you:—An intercourse begun when opinions were free, 
long before political differences were sharpened into animosity, 
and sustained without interruption through the most virulent 
seasons of it. 

Not having seen a news paper for some weeks, owing to the 
detention of four mails, I am as ignorant of what is going on 
at Washington since the date of your letter, as the man in the 
Moon. These privations which only disappoint my curiosity 


‘Jesse Franklin, of Surry County, U. S. Senator, 1799-1805, and 
again 1807-1813. At the date of the above letter he had just been 
defeated in the State Legislature by David Stone. Stone re- 
signed in 1807 and Franklin secured the honor again. 
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a little are not however without their advantage, for they 
leave my mind more unoccupied and better fitted to pursue a 
course of reading which keeps me employed with the hope of 
becoming a more intelligent and useful member of society. In 
this pursuit I have moved on for two years past with greater 
assiduity and success than in any other equal period of my 
life; a good arrangement of my little estate leaving me but 
few cares or interruptions except such as proceed occasionally 
from the want of health in my family, visits which are only 
autumnal, and these I shall endeavor to prevent after another 
year by a temporary residence annually at the Botetourt 
springs, or some other civilized place where I can keep my 
wife and children well. Twenty acres of cotton more than my 
Overseer at Lethe is preparing to plant for the next crop will 
enable me to do this, and then (my own health being already 
quite robust,) I shall be as happy as peace of mind, and good 
will to all the Sons of Adam can make me. Of this long, and 
the misanthrope would perhaps say, shabby lst, there is not 
one who would serve you with more pleasure or who is with 
greater sincerity & truth your friend than the one who now 
wishes you a happy New Year and many of them of them, 
full of honor and uninterrupted satisfaction. 

Adieu. 
Jno. STEELY 
Nathaniel Macon, Esgqr. 
House of Representatives. 


John Haywood to John Steele 


RareieH 28"Jan’’. 1805. 
My dear Sir, 

Herewith enclosed you have fifty Dollars, being the amount 
of Interest due your Daughter, on her Stock standing on the 
Books of the Loan Office of North Carolina, up to the end of the 
December quarter in the last year:—Not having found a pri- 
vate Conveyance through which this Money might be forwarded 
to you and knowing of none like to offer sooner than the meet- 
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ing of your Sup’. Court,! I have determined on committing 
it to the Post which will leave this place for Salisbury this 
evening, and shall be glad to learn that it reaches you in safety. 

T had the pleasure of receiving your Note by D. Weems, 
although in my last I forgot to say so:—I do not recollect the 
trifling amount which I paid the Secretary of State for you, nor 
do I remember the Postage of Letters paid by me and which 
you ask me to retain; the whole is inconsiderable, and I look 
forward to some future day when it may happen that I shall 
tax you in double the amount: for the present we will therefore, 
if you please, think of these things no more, but lay them 
aside as items of amount which sooner or later I shall be sure 
to balance with you: in the mean while, I beg you to be assured, 
my dear Sir, that so far from considering it troublesome I feel 
great pleasure in attending to the business you have entrusted 
me with here, as I shall at all times in doing any and every- 
thing in my power which may in the least accomodate you or 
tend to prove the sincerity of my respect and esteem for you. 

Your Letter of the 18%. of October last, by Maj’. Williams,? 
prepared me for your family loss which soon succeeded it -— 
I felt for you on the distressing occasion as became me as your 
friend, and had more than once determined on writing to you 
in regard to it: reflection however led me to think that was 
better dispensed with and that the most friendly course was to 
remain silent :—I have, you will remember, drank deep of the 
bitter cup of affliction produced by a similar cause—I had once 
an only Son:—No Man can be more feelingly sensible of the 
balm of friendship than myself, Nor can any be more grateful 
for the soothing attention of friends in the hour of distress and 
in the days of sadness than I have been. I have felt on these 
occasions as one friend should feel toward another, but my 
difficulties and distress have been calmed by the means used to 
mitigate them; and the hand which kindly poured in the Oyl 


*Private messenger or the kindly offices of friends on a journey 
were long preferred over the postoffice in North Carolina as the 
safer mode of transmission of letters and valuable packets. Judges 
on their circuits and attorneys passing from county to coun'ty on 
court business usually carried quite a budget of mail for their 
friends and acquaintances. 

*Major Robert Williams. See note to Haywood letter to Steele, 
date April 17, 1803. 
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of comfort, of necessity opened afresh the Wound it was meant 
to heal.—tIn afflictions school I had learned, that tis [out] 
only is an effectual Comforter; and it was from this considera- 
tion that I forbore to write and to say to you how much I 
sympathized with you, and how feelingly and sincerely I re 
gretted your irreparable loss in the death of your Daughter :'— 
I trust that you and your family have again become well :— 
My Wife, although she had not the pleasure of being per- 
sonally acquainted, felt much for both Father and Mother.— 
Adieu and believe me as I truly am, much and affectionately 

yours 
Joun Haywoop. 
Gen. Steele. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society 


Ebenr. Stott to John Steele 


Perersspure 14 March 1805. 
Dear Sir. 

I am just favoured with your esteemed Letter of the 25th 
ulto. and have procured a Cask of Sherry, which I think you 
will approve of. It was imported direct to this place from 
Cadiz about twelve months ago, and has been esteem’d a very 
good parcel. It will require fining down before using it, which 
may be doze either with the whites of three or four Eggs very 
well beat up, or with about half a pint of new milk, in either 
case the fining to be completely mixed with the Wine in the 
Cask, by stir1ing it with a stick through the bunghole, an op- 
eration which requires a considerable length of time, in order 
that the fining produces its proper effect. The Cask is Iron 
bound & quite tight—the bung covered with lead & your name 
on one of the heads—there being another Cask in the Waggon. 
It will at all times afford me sincere pleasure to render you 


*This daughter was the eldest surviving child of Steele’s, Ann 
Nessfield Steele, born January 27, 1784, married Jesse A. Pearson 
on February 13, 1804, and died on October 4 of the same year. 
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any acceptable services, and I beg when such occasions offer that 
you will freely command me, and that you will believe me to be 
with great respect and esteem 
Your most obd. St. 
Exewr. Storr. 
Addressed: General John Steele 
Salisbury 
No. Carolina 
With a Ir. Cask 
Wine care of 
Mr. Mull. 
Endorsed : 
The cask is marked on the bilge, 
not on the head, as mentioned within, 
es: 
Enclosure: 1805, Mar. 14; Bill, Chalmers to Stott.) 


A.D.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


Messrs W. & E. Stott. 


Bot of John Chalmers 
1805 


March 14th 1 Botl. Sherry Wine 
36.2 2/3. 33 2/3 Gals @ 9/ £15 
Reed. Payt. 


JoHN CHALMERS. 
(Enclosed in: 1805, Mar. 14; Stott to Steele). 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Commission. 


John Haywood to John Steele 


RatzicH 19. June 1805. 
Dear Str, 

Not being able to command a Bank Note, through which I 
might have remitted to you the Interest due on your Daughter’s 
Stock for the last March quarter, I deferred sending our paper 
Money, & delayed thanking you for the favor of your friendly 
Letter of the 12". of February last, in the belief I should, at 
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the Court of Conference,! or at the federal Court? now sitting, 
have an opportunity of sending to you other than by the Mail, 
and I was the more readily enduced thus to postpone this 
Remittance, in the hope that the business of one or the other 
of these Courts would have furnished me something new or 
amusing to write you of :—I have unfortunately been confined, 
in consequence of the indisposition of two of my Sons, and from 
that circumstance have been deprived of the opportunity of 
attending either of the Courts:—I hear however, that Judge 
Potter? yesterday gave an opinion setting aside or over ruling 


1In 1777 a court law for the independent State of North Carolina 
was enacted. It divided the State into six districts and named, 
in these, six ‘‘court towns,” Wilmington, Edenton, Salisbury, Hali- 
fax, Newbern, and Hillsborough. At each of these court was ordered 
to be held twice a year. In 1782 and 1787 Morganton and Fayette- 
ville, respectively, were added. The law provided that three judges 
should hold these courts and these were to be elected by the Leg- 
islature and serve during good behavior. The attorney-general 
was elected in the same way and represented the State in criminal 
cases. Two or more judges must hear bills of exception, special 
verdicts, cases agreed, and demurrers. Between 1790 and 1806 the 
number of judges was increased to six. In the meantime, 1797, 
a special court was set up at Raleigh for the trial of a special case, 
that of James Glasgow, Secretary of State, for fraud. In 1801 this 
special court was ordered continued for three years. In 1804 it was 
made permanent under the title “Court of Conference.” In 1810 
the judges of the Court of Conference were authorized by law to 
name one of their number Chief Justice. In 1818 this was reor- 
ganized as the Supreme Court, with three judges, with appellate 
jurisdiction in law and fact. See Laws of North Carolina, 1777, 
1797, 1804, 1810, 1818. Also Cf. Boyd, The Federal Period in His- 
tory of North Carolina, II, 66, et seg. The Conference Court met 
at Raleigh, Monday, June 10, 1805. AJl the judges were present. 
The court sat until Saturday, June 15, when it adjourned, because 
on that day the United States Circuit Court convened there. Raleigh 
Register, June 17, 1805. 

2The United States Circuit Court met at Raleigh, Saturday, June 
15, 1805. In the absence of Chief Justice John Marshall, Judge 
Henry Potter opened the court and charged the grand jury. Raleigh 
Register, June 17, 1805. On Monday, June 17, 1805, Chief Justice 
Marshall attended. The court sat all the week, adjourning on Fri- 
day, 21st. Most of the week was taken up with argument in the 
Granville land suit. Raleigh Register, June 24, 1805. 

®Henry Potter, born Granville county, North Carolina. In 1801 
he was appointed by Jefferson United States Judge of the Fifth 
Circuit and in 1802 United States Judge of the District of North 
Carolina. He was on the bench more than half a century, until 
his death, 1857. He was the author of “Duties of a Justice of the 
Peace” (Raleigh, 1816), and was associated with John Lewis Taylor 
and Bartlett Yancey in a revision of the laws of North Carolina, 
commonly called “‘Potter’s Revisal,” 2 Vols., 1821. 
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the Demurrer filed at the last Term by the Counsel of Lord 
Granville! in the suit against Collins, Allen, and others, of 
Executor for Lands:—The Chief Justice, I understand, de- 
clined giving an opinion, on the ground that the pleadings at 
the last Term has involved points or principles which it was 
understood from the Counsel of the Plaintiffs, at the Com- 
mencement of them, would neither be brought into question nor 
relied on:—That as such was the case he felt a delicacy in 
giving an opinion, inasmuch as his mind had been long since 
made up on those points, and could not be altered by pleadings; 
and inasmuch likewise, as he had formerly had an interest in 
the discussion & settling them in Virginia, in regard to Fair- 
fax’s Lands,? I understand:—Upon the whole, the Judge pro- 
fessed his regret that any necessity had arisen which compelled 
him to decline the performance of his usual duty, but held that 
situated as he was, he owed it to himself to decline giving an 
opinion &.—or something to this amount, which I understand 
was handsomely and satisfactorily delivered—I understand 


1The Lords Proprietors, eight in number, to whom Charles II, had 
granted the Carolinas in 1663, relinquished their rights to the crown 
in 1728, with the exception that John Lord Granville, heir of George 
Carteret, retained property rights in one-eighth of the original grant 
area. This was known as the Granville District and was a strip 
about sixty miles wide contiguous 'to the Virginia border and run- 
ning from the coast westward. In 1782 the State confiscated Gran- 
ville’s claims. After peace by treaty in 1783, between England and 
her recent dominion in America Granville pressed for a restitution 
of his property. The Federal Government was impotent and the 
State would do nothing. In 1805 the issue came before the United 
States District Court for North Carolina, at Raleigh, Chief Justice 
John Marshall, presiding. Decision against Granville here resulted 
in an appeal to the United States Supreme Court, which had the 
case ultimately dropped for lack of an appeal bond. See State 
Records of North Carolina, Clarke, Vol. XI, p. 80, for surrender 
by Granville of all claims beside property rights, and delineation 
of his area. See The Granville District, by E. M. Coulter, in Vol. 
XIII, No. 1 of James Sprunt Historical Publications. 

"Marshall, his brother, James M. Marshall, a brother-in-law, and 
Henry Lee, Governor of Virginia, had purchased the lands of Lord 
Thomas Fairfax in Virginia, and under the confiscation acts of Vir- 
ginia during the Revolution the question of title arose as to validity 
of title held by the Marshall syndicate. The question involved both 
the treaty that secured independence and the Jay Treaty of 1794 
as well as the laws of Virginia. For Marshall’s connection with 
the Fairfax estate as attorney, as purchaser, and as chief justice. 
See Albert J. Beveridge, Life of John Marshall, Vol. II, Chap. 5, 
also index undér Fairfax estate. 
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also that from what he incidently advanced it might be in- 
ferred, that it is not his opinion that Granville’s Lands were 
confiscated :—As before observed, I heard nothing of all this, 
as I was not at Court; but have it from others:by whom I am 
also told, that Judge Potters opinion being against the De- 
murrer argued last Term, these suits go of course to the Jury 
and will probably be argued this Term:—I have been so con- 
fined and so engaged that I do not recollect any other matter 
just now to write you of, and M*. M*.Culloch,! who does me 
the favor to take this is waiting for it; I will therefore only 
add, that my Boys are getting better, I hope; the elder is about, 
but the youngest still suffers severely from a Dysentery. 

I send you by M*. M*.Culloch enclosed herewith, fifty pounds 
or one Hundred Dollars, in 4s Bills of the paper of N°. Caro- 
lina, which will be equal to the Interest of the Stock standing 
to your Daughters credit for the March and June quarters of 
the present year:—I now have Notes and would have sent 
them, but feared they might not be good ones.—The Bills sent 
are good, and I hope will be equally valuable to you. 

I beg you to be assured of my unceasing attachment and 
affectionate Regards, and to believe me, much and respectfully 
your friend 

Joun Haywoop 

General Steele 


No Trials are yet had with respect te Collins? & others of 
Lincoln County, charged as Counterfeitors of Bank Notes.— 
Col’. Moore® is here aiding in the prosecution of them as I 


1George McCulloh, sometime Representative of Rowan in the Com- 
mons. 

“Abraham Co:lins and Allen Twitty were indicted, June 20, 1805, 
in the United States District Court at Raleigh, on three counts 
for counterfeiting and passing counterfeit notes, and. their bail was 
fixed at $20,000. Court Minutes (in office of clerk of United States 
District Court at Raleigh). This case became a celebrated one in 
respect to the interest it awakened and by virtue of the able counsel 
employed by the defence. Raleigh Register, June 30, 1806; ibid, Jan- 
uary 5, 1807; May 14, 1807; Court Minutes, November 16, 1807, 
May 138, 1808; Raleigh Register, November 17, 1808; November 16, 
1809; May 17, 1810. Collins was acquitted on a technicality in 1810. 
Raleigh Register, November 15, 1810. Twitty’s case was continued. 

’John Moore, of Lincoln County, Brigadier-General of State Mili- 
tia, member of the Commons and Speaker in 1806. He was chiefly 
instrumental in bringing the counterfeiters to trial and in turn be- 
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understand he has great merit in apprehending them as “all 
agree—The Bank in particular & society generally are cer- 
tainly indebted to his exertions on this occasion. 

Joun Haywoop. 


Judge Marshall, with whom you are acquainted, is greatly 
respected here, as well on account of his talents and uprightness 
as for that sociability and ease of manner which render all 
happy and pleased when in his company—He is certainly re- 
markably learned & clever.— 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


John Haywood to John Steele 


Raueiau 15. October 1805. 
Dear Sir. 


Availing myself of the opportunity politely offered me by the 
Governor,! through his Express,-I send you herewith enclosed 
the sum of Twenty five pounds or fifty Dollars; being the 
amount of the Interest due your Daughter on the Stock stand- 
ing to her credit on the Books of the Loan Office here, up to the 
end of the September quarter of the present year:—For the 
March and June quarters of this year, I forwarded to you the 
Cash by M*. George M°*.Culloch,? in the month of June last; but 
not having since had the pleasure of hearing from you, I have no 
acknowledgment of the receipt of the Interest drawn for those 
quarters, and forwarded as aforesaid. 


came the object of a conspiracy by them to have it appear that he 
was a participant in the plan to circulate counterfeit bills. For 
this interesting episode and Moore’s exculpation see “An open let- 
ter to the Register” signed by the bulk of the legal fraternity of the 
State together with many prominent citizens. Raleigh Register, 
June 30, 1806. 

James Turner, Governor for three successive annual terms, his 
last term expiring December 10, 1805. He was succeeded by Na- 
thaniel Alexander, of Mecklenburg, who served two terms, to De- 
cember 1, 1807. 

*See note 5 to Haywood’s Letter of June 19, 1805. 
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I learn from the Governor, that the business of his Express 
is to ask you to accept an appointment he offers, as one of the 
Commissioners! for extending the dividing Line between this 
State and the State of South Carolina: I should be pleased 
were this appointment to prove convenient and agreeable, and 
be accepted by you, inasmuch as it would necessarily draw you 
from your Retirement and may lead to your again taking a 
part in the public Affairs of our Country :—in any event, I 
hope the exercise inseparable from such an undertaking will 
have a favorable effect on your health; and if you engage in 
the business, I think it will not fail to have such effect, unless 
you shall remain out and exposed when the season shall be too 
far advanced: <As the accomodation you will meet with, were 
you to go, will not perhaps be good, the living out after the 
Winter shall set in would I apprehend, be more like to injure 
than benefit you in point of health: I hope however, there will 
be no occasion for remaining out very long, if you go. 

I have not heard of your going to the Springs as you con- 
templated when you last wrote me, and conclude therefore that 
your Cotton Crop, on the appearance of which you said the 
trip depended, has not proved productive: Mine was promising, 
but at the last two thirds of it have been cut off by the frost—: 
—It was planted early and I calculated on it as a fund through 
which I might, at the worst provide my family with necessaries ; 
but my prospect in this regard is well nigh done away. 

I hope you have escaped the fall fever this year, and that 
your family are in health :—I heard from some of the Sheriffs” 
that you were at home in time of the sup’. Court, and appeared 
to enjoy your usual share of health:—We have had Dysen- 
teries and fevers here and my family have suffered among 
others, we are however, all now about and like to get well again. 


1The three North Carolina commissioners, appointed in October 
by Governor James Turner, were General John Steele, Colonel John 
Moore, and General James Wellborn. Those for South Carolina were 
Dr. Joseph Blyth, Thomas Sumter, Jr., and Joseph Alston. See re- 
sults below of the efforts of this commission to settle the boundary 
line. 

“The sheriffs of the counties generally journeyed to Raleigh up to 
about 1840 to make their annual settlement with the State Treas- 
ury. 
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I offer you my respectful and affectionate Regards, and ‘re- 
main, much and sincerely your friend & serv’. 


Joun Haywoop 
Gen!.Steele 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


James Turner to John Steele 


Rateren 15. October 1805 
Sir, 

In consequence of the resignation of General Davie (who is 
about to remove to the State of South Carolina) as one of the 
Commissioners appointed by this State to extend the boundary 
line of this State and the State of South Carolina, it has be 
come my duty to fill the vacancy occasioned thereby. 

Well knowing your attachments to your native State, and 
the readiness you have shown at all times to render her service, 
I have taken the liberty of appointing you a Commissioner in 
place of Gen'. Davie and to request your acceptance of the 
same which I hope will not be refused by you as the 28". of 
this month is the day fixed on between the Governor of South 
Carolina and myself for the meeting of the Commissioners at 
Lancaster Courthouse in South Carolina. 

I should have been pleased had it been in my power to have 
made this appointment at an earlier period, but altho’ General 
Davie’s letter of Resignation bears date 1*. ins*. it was not 
received until within a few days past—lIn order to give you as 
comprehensive a view of the wishes of this State on the subject 
as possible, I must refer you to the inclosed Copies, of a reso- 
lution passed in 1801, and the correspondence that took place 
in consequence, between Governor Williams! and Governor 
Drayton” and between Governor Williams and General Davie; 


1Benjamin Williams, Governor, 1799-1802. 

?John Drayton, Governor of South Carolina, author of Memoirs 
of the American Revolution. This two volume work of Governor 
Drayton, published in 1821, contained the record of the author’s 
father, Chief Justice William Henry Drayton, prepared during the 
elder Drayton’s effective participation in the movement for inde- 
pendence. 
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who at that time was agent for the State, and to the acts of 
the General Assembly passed in the years 1803 & 1804:—You 
also have enclosed a copy of the law of South Carolina passed 
at their late Session on the subject. 

On General Davie’s resigning he transmitted to me an 
official copy of the proceedings of the king in Council on the 
7, June 1771, which is also enclosed to you with a copy of 
his letter of the 1. instant containing his remarks on it, & 
recommending it to be deposited in the Secretary’s Office and 
to furnish the Commissioners with a Copy.—As the time has 
not permitted a Copy to be taken, I have forwarded the one 
transmitted to me by him and must request that it may be 
returned to me by Gen!. Willborn! or Col: Moore? the two 
gentlemen associated with you in this business, who will be 
at the approaching General Assembly. Should any other docu- 
ments come to my knowledge before the meeting takes place I 
will transmit them to the Commissioners by express. 

I must request you to signify by return of the bearer your 
acceptance or non-acceptance of this appointment, and should 
you come to the latter conclusion (which I hope will not be the 
case) must request you to return the whole of the documents 
enclosed, as the time will be so very short to fill the appoint- 
ment that there will not be time to take others. 

I have the honor to be Sir, with high consideration and 
respect, : 

your obedient Servant. 
J. TuRNER 

General Steele. 


A.L.S. John Steele Papers. Collections N. C. Historical Society. 


1James Wellborn. 
?John Moore. 
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Joseph Pearson to John Steele 


Rateian Nov’. 24. 1805 
Dear Sir. 

If a multiplicity of business, constitutes the importance of a 
Session of the Legislature, the present will not, at least, be 
deemed unimportant. Private Bills, Petitions, Memorials &*. 
are daily crowding in upon us—they are generally referred & 
easily disposed of. The Governors message contains much which 
will require serious deliberation—none of which do I dread the 
consequence of so much as the resolutions of the Kentucky & 
Pennsylvania Legislatures proposing an amendment of the Con- 
stitution of the United States by abridging the powers of the 
Federal Courts—As well as I at present recollect & understand 
the proposed amendment—it affects the jurisdiction of the 
Federal courts in all controversies between a State and citizens 
of another state, between citizens of different States, between 
citizens of the same State claiming land under grants of differ- 
ent States, and between a State or citizens thereof, & foreign 
States, citizens or subjects. For my own part I think the in- 
terest & strength of our Confederacy would be much affected 
by the proposed amendment, and State, by the injustice of a 
decision, might involve the harmony & reputation of the whole 
union for Foreigners if injured by the determination of a State 
Court, would be very apt to make it a subject of national com- 
plaint—In most cases which arise between States when one 
State and the citizens of another and when citizens of dif- 
ferent States—no such thing as perfect impartiality can rea- 
sonably be expected. Local prejudices and attachments will 
too often prevail. It is believed & perhaps truly, that under 
this proposed amendment, we shall be better secured from the 
claim of Earl Granville,! should this be the case—how ought 


tWhen seven of the eight original Lords Proprietors of Carolina 
sold out to the Crown in 1728 the Earl of Granville, retaining his 
share, saw it confiscated by an act of the State Assembly in 1782. 
Article V of ‘the Treaty of Paris (1783) made it incumbent upon 
Congress to recommend the restoration of loyalists’ properties. 
This Congress did, but without avail in many of the states. The 
Granville heirs sued first in the United States Circuit Court at 
Raleigh, where they lost, but appealed to the Supreme Court, where 
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we to act? Would it be right to risque the future peace & 
confidence of the union for a particular and at least a specula- 
twe advantage, would it not be like doing evil, that good might 
arise :—I confess I am at a loss on this subject & would be 
pleased with the opinions of my friends & particularly yours. 

The Report of our Commissioners was sent to the house on 
Saturday, with a request from the Governor to have the doors 
closed which was agreed to, but the reading postponed till mon- 
day—The Committee upon the house’s message have not organ- 
ized themselves fully so that I can give no information on that 
subject—You will find from the papers, that Duncan McFar- 
lain? has had the impudence to request a special Court of Oyer 
& Terminer. On this subject I have heard some warm debating 
in the Committee opposed by Franklin,? Welborn,’ Lowery* & 
Slade,® Ccl®. Moor® was in the chair—M*. Philfer’ alone as- 
sisted me—They out voted us, but I have confidence in the 
house, or that the report of the Committee will not be concurred 
with——_I think it is unprecedented for a court of this kind 
to be called at the instance of a defendant—I think the requisi- 
tion are implicatc on the Judge who presided when the bills 
were found & on the state officers in general—I think it more 
than probable a fair trial in this way could not be had—and in 


the case was dropped in 1809 for want of an appeal bond. See The 
Granville District by E.-M. Coulter,, Sprunt Monographs, No. 13. 

1Duncan McFarlan had recently been elected to Congress from the 
Fayetteville District, and, being under indictment for forgery and 
perjury, petitioned the State Legislature for a special court to 
dispose of the charges. Joseph Pearson was a member of the 
House committee on the question of the memorial where, out-voted, 
he carried the fight to the floor of the house and won. The me- 
morial for the court was rejected by a vote of 77 to 40. See House 
of Commons records November 20-26, 1805. For Pearson’s speech 
on the question see North Carolina Journal, December 6, 1805. The 
memorialist had to await his turn in 'the State courts where he 
was acquitted in January, 1806, and took his seat in Congress on 
February 10. 

*Ex-United States Senator Jesse Franklin. He was State Sena- 
tor from Surry in 1805 and 1806. 

3James Wellborn, State Senator from Wilkes County for 27 years 
between 1795 and 1835. 

4Samuel Lowrie, member of the House for Mecklenburg 1804-6. 

5William Slade, member of House from the borough town of 
Edenton. 

®John Moore, Representative from Lincoln. 

7John Phifer, Representative from Cabarrus. 
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all events great expense would arise to the state————Amd 
above all the present infamy of the defend‘. does not authorise 
such an extraordinary interposition of the Legislature—I feel 
no unwillingness that my friends should know that I have op- 
posed this memorial from the beginning, and unless a great 
revolution of opinion, will oppose it to the end—M"*. Turner? 
was cheated in the first balloting—As Franklin’s name for gov- 
ernor is withdrawn—I think Williams? will be elected—I have 
not yet introduced M’ P to M*. Betts—but will 
do it soon. I have no hopes of its success—tho those kind of 
applications are not much favoured by the house—I am under 
no apprehension with respect to a division of the County. I 
have written more particularly to my Brother—which he will 
communicate—Did I write better I should take more pleasure 
in informing you of our proceedings. 
Offer if you please, my respects to M's. Steele & family— 


I have the honor to be 


Sir your ob*. sv‘. 


J°. PEarson. 
Gen!. John Steele 
Salisbury 
N. Carolina 


Monday morning 


A large party of Democrats were rallied in the State House 
last night, & called to the standard of Republicanism—Doct*. 
Alexander was the person particularly voted for at the meeting 
—pbut it is immagined the real intention is to support some one 
of the Warrington junto as it is called. 


Monday 2 oclock 


The election for governor is over—Doct?- Alexander 108— 
Govn". Williams upwards of sixty—Taylor four or five—Party 


‘Governor James Turner, retiring from his third consecutive 
term as Governor, was now elected to the U. S. Senate, where 
he served until 1816. 

*Benjamin Williams, of Moore. He failed of election as Governor 
in 1805, the office going to Nathaniel Alexander, of Mecklenburg, 
Williams was elected in 1807 and served one term. 
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spirit has shown itself very prominently—The Corcus of last 
night secured the election of Doct'- Alexander—Who shall we 
have for our representative in Congress? 
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R(obert) Cochran to John Steele 


Fayette Vite €th Ja ry. 1806. 
Dear Sir, 

I have given Peter Steller a Receipt for your 12 Bls, flour; 
I shall dispose of them to the best advantage at Wilmington. 
Those who are better informed than I, think it will be higher, 
one cause why it has been so low at this market was the scarsity 
of Salt, our river is now full enough for Boats to run, I think 
the Article will look up— 

Shall be glad to serve you in disposing of your crop, I shall 
inform you if any change takes place in the prices perhaps 
before you get any more down. 

I have some thoughts of takeing our daughter to Salem, if 
so, shall take Salisbury in the way—We are all very well, and 
tender our best respects to your family & yourself. 

I am yours &e. 
Rt. W. Cocuran. 


Upon examination of the Flour I find it falls far short of 
passing Inspection, ’*tis very bad it all appears pretty much 
alike, the sample inclosed is from several Barrells. 

I furnished Peter Steller with Two Busls. Salt at 10/ ea. 
on your act. you'll therefore notice it in your settlemt. with him. 

(Enclosure: 1806, Jan. 6; Receipt, Cochran to Steller for 
Steele). 
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Reed. 6th Jany, 1806 from Peter Steller for John Steele Esqr. 
Twelve Barrells flour. 

R. Cocuran. 
(Enclosed in: 1806, Jan. 6; Cochran to Steele). 
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Nathaniel Macon to John Steele 


Wasuineton 8 February 1806 
Sur 

This is the first time since being, that I have taken my pen 
to enquire after you and your family though I have often 
thought of you and as often thought of writing, but always 
postponed in the expectation, that a few days more might en- 
able me to form some opinion of what Congress would probably 
attempt to do, to remedy the complaints which have been made 
against the conduct of Great Britain & Spain or perhaps more 
truly speaking France, as I consider Spain like Holland nothing 
more than a province of France? 

Several motions have been made in the House of Representa- 
tives with a view I apprehend to counteract or to force Great 
Britain to renounce the principles on which her maritime courts 
have lately decided;? These motions are in the public prints, 
you will doubtless see them, it is not improbable but more will 
be made, with the intent to accomplish the same end. The 
efficacy of these motions if carried into complete effect may 
be well doubted, when the absolute naval superiority of Great 
Britain is taken into consideration, not only over France and 
her dependencies, but also over all Europe 

What projects may be proposed to operate on Spain? is yet 
in the dark, The present situation of France will undoubtedly 
render it a pretty difficult task to contrive efficient means, by 


‘Through the influence of the venal Spanish Minister, Godoy, 
Napoleon had been able since 1796 to dominate ‘the foreign policy 
of Spain and in 1805 had involved her in his great naval defeat 
off Trafalgar. In 1806 he was as effectually dominating her as he 
was to do after he forced the abdication of her royal family in 
1808 and placed his brother Joseph upon the throne. 

“The principle that free ships did not make free goods sup- 
ported by Great Brittain through the Revolutionary and Napoleonic 
era brought that country in sharp diplomatic clash with all neu- 
trals and ultimately to war with the United States. 

*When the Nin'th Congress met in December, 1805, the admin- 
istration of Jefferson cautiously opened with Congress a plan of 
acquiring the Floridas from Spain, and diplomacy was now di- 
rected in that direction. Spain was to be pushed into a bargain. 
On February 13, 1806, Congress placed two million dollars at the 
president’s disposal looking to this end. Annals of Congress; 5 
Hildreth; Adams’s Gallatin. 
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which we may satisfactorily and justly settle our existing dis- 
pute with the former 

Miranda! with whose history I imagine you are acquainted, 
has I am informed lately sailed with about 200 men from New 
York, he cleared for St. Domingo but many suppose his real 
object to be a Spanish port on the continent, and that he in- 
tends to renew his old plan of revolutionizing Mexico, and sep- 
erating it from the Spanish crown, a few days will, it is con- 
jectured ascertain the truth of this supposition; Great Britain 
must, if the supposition be true have assisted him with the nec- 
essary funds to commence his operation, He came from Great 
Britain to the U. S.; But no matter what European nation 
aided and encouraged; The very sailing from one of our ports 
may very seriously affect us: The time of his doing this, con- 
nected with other circumstances may increase the difficulties, 
that have been already experienced in adjusting our disputes, 
by the only means which our best interests require should be 
used—negotiatlon— 

Bonaparte’s power on the continent of Europe seems by his 
late success to be almost unlimited and without some event as 
strauge as his conquest of Vienna,” he will dictate a peace to 
the combined continental nations, and then he will probably 
renew his old system of invading England with more vigor 
than ever,® But his plan of invasion may not find constant em- 
ployment for all his soldiers, many of whom no doubt were 
enlisted from the most wretched of the unhappy people whom 
he has triumphantly overcome, & he may want money to keep 
them attached to his person, he therefore, to find employment 


‘francisco de Miranda, a Spanish-American revolutionist who 
had fought under Washington and had made his mark in the 
French armies, secured private aid in England and the United 
States, after failing to gain the support of either Government 
for his plans, and led a small expedition in 1806 to free Venezuela. 
The attempt ended in disastrous failure. See Schouler History 
of United States I, 411; II, 124. 

2Napoleon had won the battle of Austerlitz over the Russian 
and Austrian armies on December 2, 1805 and had dictated to 
Austria at Vienna the humiliating treaty of Presburg on Decem- 
ber 27. 

After Presburg Napoleon turned his attention to Prussia dur- 
ing the greater part of 1806, crushing her in the battles of Jena 
and Auerstadt in October; after which he led the war into Poland 
against Russia, effecting the Treaties of Tilsit in July 1807. 
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for this miserable gang, may encourage Spain,! without seem- 
ing to order, to adopt measures not calculated to settle existing 
differences, but to put an end to all hope of adjusting them in 
an amicable way; If Miranda has sailed with the intent of 
attacking any part of the Spanish dominions, this fact will be 
used by him to enforce and urge his measures with Spain 

To preserve peace when Great Britain and France are at 
war would at any time be no very easy task. The difficulty 
must be encreased with the encreased power of each on their 
fighting element; But the best exertions of your friend will be 
made,” to maintain this difficult but desirable station; IL have 
always thought that the U. S. ought to be as careful and 
as anxious to avoid a war, as one of our large cities ought to 
be to keep clear of the yellow fever— 

God only knows when I may trouble you with another 
scrawl 

When did you hear from Grove*® and what is he doing—I 
am with esteem 

Sir 
Yr obt sert 
Natu Macon 
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1The fear of nearly all public men in America during the Na- 
poleonic domination of Spain was tha'’’ so aggressive a nation as 
France would unquestionably make trouble for the United States 
in respect to our inevitable tendency to southern and southwestern 
expansion. After the purchase of Louisiana in 1803 ‘the question 
of the Floridas remained as the chief point of anxiety until their 
purchase in 1817. 

*Macon, aS Speaker of the House of Representatives from 1801 
to 1807, was in a strategic position to wield a powerful influence 
for peace. Even more pacifist than Jefferson himself he opposed 
every measure looking ‘toward preparation for war. In 1809 and 
1810 he formulated Macon’s Bill No. 1 and Macon’s Bill No. 2, 
the latter being the last effort the country made in the long strug- 
gle for free trade and sailors’ rights and after the failure of 
which the country slowly drifted into war. See Dodd, Nathaniel 
Macon, Chaps. XIII-XIV. Also McMaster, History of the People of 
the United States, III, Chap. XIX. 

®William Barry Grove, Federalist, of Fayetteville, had had a 
long service with Macon in Congress (1791-1803). Their personal 
relations, despite political differences, had been measurably friendly. 
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